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MY OWN 

LIFE. 

It is difficult for a man to fpeak long of himfcif 
without vanity; therefore, I (hall be fliort. It 
may be thought an inftance of vanity that I 
pretend at all to "write my life; but this Narrative 
ftall contain little more than the Hiftory of my 
Writings; as, indeed, almoft all my life has been 
fpent in literary purfuits and occupations. 1 he 
fir ft fuccefs of moft of my writings was not fuch 
as to be an objed of vanity, 

I WAS born the 26th of April 171 1, old ftyle,. 
at Edinburgh. I was of a good family, both by 
father and mother : my father's family is a branch 
of the Earl of Home's or Hume's ; and my anceftors 
bad been proprietors of the eftate, which my brother 
poffcffes, for feveral generations. My mother 
was daughter of Sir David Falconer, Frefident 
of the College of Juftice : the title of I^ord 
Halkerton came by fucceffion to her brother. 

My family, however, was not rich, and~being 
tnyfelf a younger brother, ray patrimony, accord- 
ing to the mode of my country , was of courfe 
very flender. My father, who pafled for a man 
Vol. I. Si z 
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of parts, died wh«n I was an infant, leaving mc, 
with an elder brother and a fifter, under the care 
of our mother, a woman of fingular merit » who 
though young and h^ndfome , devoted herfelf 
'entirely to the rearing and educating of her chil* 
dren. I paffed through the ordinary courfe of 
education with fucccis, and was feized very earjy 
with a paflion for literature, which has been the 
' ruling paflion of ray life , and the great fource of 
my enjoyments, IMy ftudious difpofition, my 
fobnety, and my induftry, gave my family a 
notion that the law was a proper profeflion for 
me ; but I found an unfurmountablc averfion to 
every thing but the piurfuits of philofophy and 
general learning; and while they fancied I was 
poring upon Voet and Vinnius, Cicero and Virgil 
were the authors which I was fecretly devouring. 
My very flender fortune , however, being 
unfuitable to this plan of life, and my health 
being a little broken by my ardent application, 
I was tempted, or rather forced, to make a very 
feeble trial for entering into a more Tidllve fcene 
of life. In 1734 , I went to Briftol, with fome 
recommendations to eminent merchants , but: in a 
few months found that fcene totally unfuitable to 
me. I went over to France, with a view of 
profecuting my (Indies in a country retreat ; 
iind I there laid that plan of Ufe, which I have 
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MY OWN LIFE. v 

ftearfily and fuccefsiully purfuccL I refoh'ed to 
make' a very rigid frugality fupply my deficiency 
of fortune, to maintain unimpaired my independ- 
ency i and to regard every objeA as contempt- 
ible, except the improvement of my talents in 
literature. 

During my retreat in France, firft at Reims', 
but chiefly at La Fleche, in Anjou, I compofed 
my Treatifc of Human Nature. After pa(fing three 
years very agreeably in that country, 1 came 
over to London in 1737. In the end of 1738, I 
publiibed my Treatife , and immediately went 
down to my mother and txify brother , who 
lived at his country- houfe, and was empioying 
himfelf very judicioufly and fuccffefully in the 
improvcment'of his fortune. 

Never literai'y attempit was more unfortunate 
than' my Treatife of Human Nature, k fell dead- 
born Jrom the prefs , without reaching fu^h diftino- 
tion, as even to excite a murmur among the 
zeglots. :. But being naturally of a cheerful and 
fanguine^i^mper, I very foon recovered the blow*, 
and profecuted with great ardour my ftudies in 
the country. In 17422, I printed at Edinburgh 
the firft part of my Effays : the work was favour- 
ably received, and foon made me entirely forget 
my former difappointment I continued with 
my mother and brother in the country , and in 

a 3 
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vi MY OWN LIFE. 

that time recovered the knowledge of the Greek 
language , vrhich I ^ad too much negleded in my 
early youth. 

In 1745, I received a letter from the Marquis 
of Annandale, inviting me to come and' live 
with him in t ngland ; I found alfo , that the 
friends and family of that young nobleman were 
defirous of putting him under my care and direc- 
tion, for the (late of his mind and health required 
it. -*. I lived with hirti a twelvemonth. IVly ap- 
pointments during that time made a confKierable ^ 
acceffion to my finall fortune. 1 then received an 
invitation from General St. Clair to attend him 
as a fecretafy to his expedition, which was at 
fird meant againft Canada , but ended in an 
incurfion on the coaft of France. Next year , tt> 
Avit, 1747, I received an invitation from the 
General to attend him in the fame ftation in hh 
military embafly to' the coiirts of Vienna and 
Turin. I then wore th^ uniform of an officer , 
and was introduced at thJfefe courts as dide-de-camp 
to the gcfter^l, alottg with Sir Hatty Erfldnfc 
$xid Captain Grant , now Gfenwral Gwftt Thtfe 
tw6 yeart ^ett atibojl Ae only inieituption^ 
^hich my ftiidiei have deceived during the cOuHlb 
of my life : I pafted thefti Agreeably , and ift 
good company ; and my ajipointments , wiih 
my frugality, had fiaaife me ftach^^luiiei 
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Vrhich I called independent , though mod of my 
friends were inclined to finile when 1 faid fo : 
in (hort , I was now mafter of near a thoufand 
pounds. 

I HAD always entertained a notion , that my 
want of fucceis in publifhing the treatife of Human 
Nature, had proceeded more from the manner 
than the matter, and that I had been guilty of a 
very ufual indifcretion , in going to the prefe 
too early. I, therefore, caftthe firft part of that 
work anew in the Enquiry concerning Human 
Underftanding, which was publiflied while I was 
at Turin. But this piece was at firft little more 
iuccefsful ihan the Treatife of Htiman Nature. 
On my return from Italy, I had the mortification 
to find all England in a ferment, on account of 
Dr. Middleton's Free Enquiry, while my perform- 
ance was entirely overlooked and negledled. A 
new edition , which had been publifhed at Lon- 
don , of my Eflfays, moral and political, met not 
with a much better reception. 

Such is the fource of-natural temper, that thefe 
difappointments made little or no impreflion on 
me. I went down in 1749, ^°d lived two years 
with my brother at his country-houfe, for my 
mother was now dead. I there compofed the 
fecond part of my Effays, which I called Political 
Difcourfes , and alfo toy Enquiry concerning tht 

a 4 
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viii M7 OWN LIFE. 

Principles of Morals, ivhich is another part of 
my treatife j that I caft anew. Meanwhile , ray 
bookfeller, A. Millar, informed me, that my 
former publications (all but the unfortunate 
Trcatife) \¥cre beginning to be the fubjedl of 
ponverfation ; that the fale of them was gradually 
increafing, ar>d that new editions were demanded, 
A nfwers by Reverends, and Right Reverends, 
came out two or three in a year; and I found, 
by Dr. Warburton*s railing, that the books were 
beginning to be efteemed in good company. 
However, I had fixed a refolution, which I inflexr 
ibly maintained , never to reply to any body ; 
and not being very irafcible in my temper, I 
have eafily kept myfelf clear of all literary fquabi> 
ties. Thefe fymptoms of a rifirtig reputation gave 
me encouragement, as I was ever more difpofed 
to fee the favourable tl^in unfavourable fide of 
things 1 a turn of mind which it is inore happy 
to pofiefs , than to he born to an eftate of ten 
^oufand a -year. 

In 175 1, 1 removed from the country to the 
town , the true fcene for a man of letters. In 
1752 , were publijQhed at Edinburgh , where I 
then lived , my Political Difcourfes , the only 
work of mine that was fuccefsful oh the fivll 
publication. It was well received abroad and at 
|;oni^. In the &ipe year was published at London , 
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MYOWNLIFE. ix 

my inquiry concerning the Principles of Morals; 
\vhich5 in my own opinion (who ought not to 
judge on that fubjed) is of all my writings, 
hiftorical, philofophical , or literary, incomparably 
the beft. It came unnoticed and unobferved into 
the world. 

In 1752, the Faculty of Advocates chofe me 
their librarian , an office from which I received 
little or no emolument, but which gave me the 
command of a large library. I then formed the 
plan of writing the Hiftory of England ; but 
being frightened with the notion of continuing 
a narrative through a period of 1700 years, I 
commenced with the acceflion of the Houfe of 
Stuart , an epoch when, I thought, the mifre- 
prefentations of fadion began chiefly to take 
place. I was , I own , fanguine in my expedations 
of the fuccefs of this work. I thought that I 
was the only hiftorian , that had at once negleded 
prefent power, intereft, and authority, and the 
cry of popular prejudices ; and as the fubjcd 
was fuited to every capacity, I expedcd pro- 
portional appkufe. But miferable was my difap- 
pointment : 1 was affailed by one cry of i-eproach , 
diiapprobation , and eyen deteftation ; Hnglifh, 
Scotch , and Irifh, Whig and Tory, churchman 
^nd fedary, freethinker and religionift , patriot 
and courtier 9 united in their r^gc againft the 
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man , who had prefumed to Ihcd a generous tear 
for the fate of Charles I. and the earl of Strafford, 
and after the firft ebullitions of their fury were 
over , what was ftill more mortifying, the boolc 
feemed to fink into oblivion. Mr. IVlillar told 
me^, that in a twelvemonth he fold only forty- 
five copies of it. 1 fcarcely , indeed , heard of 
one man in the three kingdoms , confirferable for 
rank or letters, that could endure the book. I 
muft only except- the primate of England, Dr. 
Herring, and the primate of Ireland , Dr. Stone, 
which feem two odd exceptions. Thefe dignified 
prelates feparately fent me meflages not to be 
difcouraged. 

I was, however, I confefs, difcouraged, and 
had not the war been at that time breaking out 
between France and England , I had certainly 
retired to fome provincial town of the former 
kingdom , have changed my name , and never 
more have returned to my native country. But 
as this fchcme was not now pradicable, and the 
fubfequent volume was conhderably advanced , 
I refolved to pick up courage and to perfevere. 

In this interval, I publiflbed at London my 
Natural Hiftory of Religion , along whh fome 
other fmall pieces: its public entry was rather 
obfcure, except only that Dr. Hurd wrote a 
pamphlet againftit, with all the illiberal petulance^ 
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arrogincc, and fcurrility, which di(lingui(h the 
Warburtonian fcbool. This pamphlet gave me 
fome confolation for the otherwife indi£PereDC 
reception of my performance. 

In 1756, two years after the fall of the firft 
volume , was publiflied the fecond volume of my 
bi^lcry, containing the period from the death of 
Charles I. till the Revolution. This performance 
happened to give lefe difpleafure to the Whigs , 
and was better received. It not only rofe itfelf , 
but helped to buoy up its unfortunate brother. 
* But though I had been taught by experience, 
that the Whig party were in poffeffion of 
beftowing all places, both in the ftate and in 
literature , I was fo little inclined to yield to their 
fenfefefs clamour , that in above a ^ hundred 
alterations , which farther ftudy , reading , or 
refledion engaged me to make in the reigns of 
the two firfi Stuarts, I have made all of them 
invariably to the Tory fide. It is ridiculous to 
confider the Engtifli conRitution before that 
|>eriod as a regular plan of liberty. 

In 1759, I publifh^d my Hiftory of the Houfe 
of Tudor. The clamour againfl this performance 
was almoft equal to that againft the Hiftory of 
the two firft Stuarts. The reign of Elizabeth 
was particularly obnoxious. But I was now 
caltoas againft the imprelfions of public foUy, 
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and continued veiy pezctdibly and contentedly m 
my retreat at Edinburgh , to finifh , in two 
volumes , the n)ore earJy part of the Englifh 
Hiftory, which I gave to the public in 1761,. 
with tolerable , and but tolerable fuccefs. , 

Bur, not\yithftanding this variety of wind^ 

and feafons , to which my writings had been 

cxpofed , they had ftill been making fuch adr 

vances , that the copy - won^y given me by thp 

bookfellefs , much exceeded any thing formerly 

known. in England;! was become not only 

independent, but opulent I retired to my native 

country of Scotland, determined nevermore tQ 

fet my foot out of it; and retaining the fatisfadioa 

of never having preferred a requeft to one great 

man , or even making advances of friendfliip to 

any of them. As I was npw turned of fifty , I 

thought of palling all the reft of my life in this 

philofophical manner, when I received, in 1763^ 

an invitation from the I^arl of Hertford, with 

whom I was not in the leaft acquainted , to 

attend him on his embafly to Paris , with a near 

profpedl of being appomtcd fecretary to the 

embaffy; and, in the meanwhile, of performing 

the fundlions of that office. This offer , however 

inviting, I at firft declined , both becaufc I wa$ 

reluAant to begin connexions with the great, 

aad becaufe I was afraid that the civilities and 
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gay company of Paris, vrould prove difagrecable 
to a perfon of my age and buriiour : but on his 
lordfhip's repeating the invitation , I accepted of 
it I have every reafdn , both of pleafure and 
intereft , to think myfclf happy in my connexions 
with that nobleman , as well as afterwards with 
his brother , General Conway. 

Those who have not feen the ftrange efifeils 
of modes , will never imagine ^the reception I met 
with at Paris, from men and women of all ranks 
and ftations. The more I refiled from their 
' exceflive civilities , the more I was loaded with 
them. There is, however, a real fatisfadion in 
living at Paris, from the great number of fenfiblo, 
knowing and polite company with which that 
city abounds above all places in the univerfe. 
I thought once of fettling there for life. 

I was appointed fecretary to the embafly ; and, in 
fummer 1765, Lord Hertford left me, being appoint- 
ed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. I was Charg^ d^affaira 
till the arrival of the Duke of Richmond, towards 
the end of the year. In the beginning of 1766, 
I left Paris , and next fummer went to Edinburgh, 
with the fame view as formerly , of burying 
myfdf in a philofophical retreat I returned to 
that place , not richer , but with much more 
moneys and a much larger income, by means 
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of Lord Hertford's friendfiiip, than I left it; and 
I was defirous of trying what {uperfluity could 
produce , as 1 had fbraoerly madt an experiment 
of a competency. But in 1767 , I received from 
Mn Conway an invitation to be Under-fecretarv; 
and this invitation » both the character of the 
perfon , and my connexions with Lord Hertford , 
prevented me from declining. I returned to 
Edinburgh in 1769, very opulent (for I poflefled 
a revenue of 1000 1. a-year), healthy, and though 
fomewhat (Iricken in years , with the prdfped of 
enjoying long my eafe , and of feeing the increafe 
of my reputation. 

In fpring 1775 , I was fhuck with a diforder 
%t\ my bowels , which at firft gave me no alarm , 
but has fince , as I apprehend it , become mortal 
and incurable. I now reckon upon a fpeedy 
didblution. I have fuffered very little pain from 
vay diforder; and what is more llrange, have^ 
QOtwithftanding the great decline of my. perfon ». 
pever fuffered a moment's abatement of my 
fpirits; infomuch » that were I to nam^ a period 
of my life , which 1 ihould moft choofe to pafs 
ever again ^ I might be tempted to point to this 
' later period. 1 pofTefs the fame ardour as ever 
in ftudy , and the fame gaiety in company. I 
cpnfider bcfides , that a man of fixty-five, by 
dying, cuts off only a few years of inhrmities ; 
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and though I fee many f3nnptoms of my literary 
reputation's breaking out at laft with additional 
luflre , I knew that I could have but few years 
to enjoy it. It is difficult to be more detached 
from life than I am at prefent 

To conclude hiftorically with my own cfaaraAer, 
I am , or rather was ( for that is the ftyle I muft 
now ufe in fpeaking of myfelf, which emboldens 
me the more to fpeak my fentiments ) ; I was « 
I fay , a man of mild difpofition , of command . 
of temper , of an open , focial , and cheerful 
humour, capable of attachment , but little fufcep* 
tible of enmity , and of great moderation in all 
my paffions. Eyeh my love of literary fame, my 
ruling paflion, never foured my temper, not- 
withftanding my frequent difappointments. My 
company was not unacceptable to the young and 
carelels, as well as to the ftudious and literary; 
and as I took a particular pleafure in the company 
of modeft women, I had no reafon to be dif* 
pleafed with the reception I met with from them. 
In a word^ though moft men , any wife eminent^ 
have found reafon to complain of calumny , 
I never was touched , or even attacked by her 
baleful tooth: and though 1 wantonly expofed 
myfelf to the rage of both civil and religious 
iadions , they ftemed to be difarmed in my 
behalf of their wonted fury. My friends never 
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had occafion to vindicate any one circumllance 
of my charader and condud : Not but that the 
zealots, we may well fuppofe; would have been 
glad to jnvent and propagate any ftory to my 
difadvantage , but they could never find any 
which they thodght would wear the face of 
probability. I cannot lay there is no vanity in 
making this funeral oration of myfelf , but I 
hope it is not a mifplaced one; and this is a 
matter of fad which is eafily cleared and afcer* 
tained. 

April IS, 1776* 
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LETTER 

FROM 

ADAM SMITH, tL. a 

T 
WILLIAM STRAHAN, Efq. 

Kirkaldy, FifetUre, Nov. 9, J7/6< 
DEAH SlRj 



I 



T is with a real , though a very melancholy 
pleafure , that I fit down to give you fome ac- 
count of the behaviour of our late excellent 
friend, Mr. Hunde, during his laft illnefs. 

Though, in his own judgment, his difeafe 
was mortal and incurable, yet he allowed him- 
lelf to be pt-evailed upon ^ by the entreaty of his 
friends, to try what might be the efFe(fls of a long 
journey^ A few days before he fct out , he wrote 
that account of his owil life , whiiih , together 
with his other papers, he has left to your care. 
My account, therefore , (hall begin where his ends. 

He fet out for London towards the end of 
April , and at Morpeth met with Mr. John Home 
Vol. L b 
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and myfelf , who had both come down from Lon- 
don oil purpofe to lee him , expeifting to have 
found him at Edinburgh. IVlr. Home returned 
with him , and attended him during the whole of 
his ftay in England, with that care and attention 
which might b^ expedcd frdto a temper fo per- 
fedly friendly and aflfedlionate. As I had written 
to my mother that fhe might expedl me in Scot- 
land , I was under the neceflity of continuing mjr 
joiirncy. His difeafe feemed to yield to exercife 
and change of air , and when he arrived in Lon- 
don, he was apparently in much better health 
than when he left Edinburgh. He was advifed 
to go to Bath to drink the waters, which appear- 
ed for fome time to have fo good an efFedl upon 
him , that even he himfelf began to entertain , 
what he was not apt to do , a better opinion of 
his own health. Hiis fyrhptoms, ho\Yever, foon 
returned with their ufual violence , and from that 
moment he gave up all thoughts of recovery, but 
fubmitted with the utmoft cheerfulnefs , atid the 
moft perfedl complacency and refignation. Upon 
bis return to Edinburgh , though he found him« 
felf much >Veaker,yet his cheerfulnefs never abat- 
ed, and he continued to divert himfelf, as ufual, 
with corredling his own works for a new edition, 
with reading books of amufement, with the con- 
verfation of his friends ; and , fometimes in the 
evening, with a party at his favourite game of 
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VFhift. His chcerfulnefs was fo great, and his 
converfation and amufements run fo much irt 
their ufual drain, that^ notwithftanding all bad 
fyraptonis, many people could not believe he was 
dying. "I (hall tell your friend, Colonel Edmond- 
" ftone , " faid Dodor Dundas to him one day , 
^ that I left you much better , and in a fair way 
^of recovery. " "Dodor," faid he, ^'as I be- 
^ lieve you would not chufc to tell any thing but 
*the truth, you had better tell him, that I am 
^ dying as faft as my enemies , if I have any , 
^ could wifh , and as eafily and cheerfully as my 
" beft friends could defire; " Colonel Edmond- 
Aone foon afterwards came to fee him , and take 
leave of him; and on his way home, he could 
not forbear writing him a letter bidding him once 
more an eternal adieu , and applying to him , as 
to a dying man, the beautiful French verfes in 
which the Abbe Chaulieu, in expedation of his 
own death, laments his approaching feparatioa 
frond his friend , the Marquis de la Fare. Mr. 
Humc*s magnanimity and firmnefs were fuch, that 
his mod affedionate friends knew , that they ha<r 
zarded nothing in talking or writing to him as 
to a dying man , and that fo far from being hurt 
by this franknels , he was rather pleafed and flat-r 
tcred by it. I happened to come into his room 
while he was reading this letter, which he had 
juft received , aod which he immediately CbowecJ 

b a 
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me. I told him , that though J was fenfiblc how 
very much he was weakened, and that appearand 
ces were in many refpcds very bad , yet his cheer- 
fulnefs was ftill fo great, the fpirit of life feemed 
ftill to be fo very ftrong in him , that I could not 
help entertaining fome faint hopes. He anfwered, 
" Your hopes are groundlefe. An habitual diar- 
^^rhcea of more than a years ftandihg, would be 
" a very bad difeafe at any age : At my age it is 
^ a mortal one. When I lie down in the evening, 
^ I feel myfelf weaker than when I rofe in the 
** morning; and when I rife ip the morning, 
^* weaker than when I lay down in the evening. 
^I am fenfible, befides , that fome of my vital 
•^ parts are afifedled, fo that I muft (bon die. ** 
« Well," faid I, "if it muft he fo, you have at 
leaft the iatisfadtion of leaving all your friends ^^ 
your brother's family in particular, in great pro- 
fperity. " He faid , that he felt that fatisfa(ftion 
fo f-snfibly, that when he was reading, a few 
days before , Lucian's Dialogues of the Dead , 
fimong all the excufes which are alleged to Cha- 
ron for not entering readily into his boat, he 
could not 6nd one that fitted him ; he had no 
houfe to finifh , he had no daughter to provide 
for, he bad no enemies upon whom he wifhed 
to revenge himfelf. ^*I could not well imagine," 
faid he , " what excufe I could make to Cbaroi^ 
*' in order to obtain a little delay. 1 have done 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Dr. ADAM SMITH. xxi 

^ icvery thing of confequence which I ever meant 
**to do, and 1 could at no time expe^ft to leave 
*my relations and friends in a better fituation 
^ than that in which I am noW likely to leave 
. ^'them: I, therefore, have all reafon to die con- 
^ tented." He then diverted himfelf with invent- 
ing feveral jocular excufes , which he fuppofed 
he might make to Charon, and with imagining 
the very furiy anfwers which it might fuit the 
<:harader of Charon to return to them; " Upon 
** further confideration," faid he, *' I thought I 
** might fay to him, Good Charon, I have been 
*' correcting my works for a new edition. Allow 
** me a little time, that I may fee how the Public 
5' receives the alterations. " But Charon would 
anfwer, ^' When you havefeen the effedl of thefe, 
^'you will be for making other alterations. There 
^ will be no end of fuch excufes ; fo , honed friend, 
^pleafc ftep into the boat." But I might ftill 
urge, "Have a little patience, good Charon, I 
^ have been endeavouring to open the eyes of 
^'thc Public. If I live a few years longer, I may 
^ have the fatisfadlion of feeing the downfal of 
^ fomc of the prevailing fyftems of fuperftition. '* 
But Charon would then lofe all temper and de- 
cency. " You loitering rogue , that will not 
•'happen thefe many hundred years. Do you 
•^ fancy I yfill grant you a leafe for fo long a 

b i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xxii LETTER FROM 

^ term 7 Get into the boat this inflant, you lazy, 
, ^ loitering rogue. " 

But , though Mr. Hume always talked of his ap> 
proaching diifolution with great cheerfulnefs , hfe 
never affeded to make any parade of his magna- 
nimity. He never mentioned the fubjcdl but when 
the converfation naturally led to it, and never 
dwelt longer upon it than the courfe of the con- 
verfation happened to require : it was a fubjed 
• indeed which occurred pretty frequently , in coo- 
- fequence of the enquiries which his friends, who 
came to fee him, naturally made concerning th6 
ftate of his health. The converfation which I 
mentione<i above , and which pafled on Thurfday 
the gth of Auguft, was the iaft, except one; 
that I ever had with him. He had now become 
fb very weak , that the corftpany of his moft in« 
timate friends fatigued hitn ; for his cheerfulnefs 
was ftill fo great, his complaifance and Cocial dif> 
pofition were flill fb entire , that when any friend 
was with him, he could not help talking more, 
and with greater exertion, than fuited the weak- 
nefs of his body. At his own defire, therefore, 
I ag?-eed to leave Edinburgh , where I was ftaying 
partly upon his account, and returned to my mo* 
ther's houfe here , at Kirkaldy , upon condition 
that he would fend for me whenever he wiffaed to' 
fee me ; the phyfician who (aw hiai moft frequent- 
ly, Dodor'Black, undertaking, in the mean time, 
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to wrke me occanooally ati account of tbe ftate 
of his health. 

On the 22d of Auguft, the DoAor ^rotc me 
the following letter : 

"Since my laft, Mr. Hume has paffed his time 
pretty eafily, but is much weaker. He fits up^ 
goes down ftairs once a day , and amufes himfelf 
with reading, but feldom fees any body. He 
finds, that even the converfation of his moft intl- 
xnate friends fatigues and opprefTes him ^ and it 
is happy that he does not need it, for be is ^quite 
free from anxiety , impatience , or low (pirits , and 
pafles bis time very well with the affiftance of 
amufing bboks. " 

I RECEivtD the day after a ktter from Mr. Hume 
himfeif, of which the following is an extraift. 

Edinburgh , a3d Augnft , 1776. 
*MY DE4AEST FRIEND, 

^I AM obliged to make ufe of wy fiephcw'? 

hand in writing to you, as I do not rije io-day. 

***** *,******-*** 

I GO very faft to decline , and laljL night had a 
fosall fever ^ which I hoped might put a quicker 
period to this tedious iUnefs; but unluckily it 
has, in a great meafure, gone off. 1 cannot fub- 
mit to your coming over here on my account, 
as it is poffible for me to fee you £b fmall a part 
of the day , but Dodor Black can better inform 
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you concerning the dcgrpe of ftrength which may 
from time to time remain with me. Adieu , &c.^ 
Three days after I received the following let* 
tcr from Dodor Black. 

Edinburgh 9 Monday, 26th Auguft, 1776. 
^'DEAR SIR, 

^* Yesterday about four o'clock afternoon, 
IVlr Hume expired. The near approach of his 
death became evident in. the night between Thurf- 
day arid Friday, when his difeafe became excet 
five » and foon weakened him fo much , that hf 
could, no longer rife out of his bed. He conti- 
nued to the laft perfeAly fenfible , and free from 
much pain or feelings of diftrefs. He never drop* 
ped the fmalleft expreffion of impatience ; but 
when he had occafion to fpeak to the people 
about him , always did it with aflfedion and ten- 
dcrnefs. I thought it improper to write to bring 
you over , efpecially as I heard that he had dic- 
tated a letter to you, defiring you not to come* 
When he became very weak, it coft him an ef- 
fort to fpeak , and he died in fuch a happy com- 
pofure of mind, that nothing could exceed it"* 

Thus died our moft excellent, and never to 
be forgotten friend ; concerning whofe philofo- 
phical opinions men will, po doubt, judge va* 
riouflyi every one approving, or condemning 
tkem, according as they happen to coincide or 
difagree with his own^ but concerning whofe 
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charadler and condud there can fcarcc be a dif- 
ference of opinion. His temper, indeed, feemed 
to be more happily balanced, if I may be allowed 
fuch an cxpreffion, than that perhaps of any 
other man I have ever known. Even in the low- 
eft ftate of his fortune , his great ^nd neceffary 
frugality never hindered him from exercifing, 
upon proper occafions, ads both of charity and 
generofity. It was a frugality founded not upon ava- 
rice , but upon the love of independency. The 
extreme gentlenefs of his nature never weakened 
either the firmnefs of his mind, or the fteadinefs 
ofhisrefolutions. His conftant pleafantry was the 
genuine effufion of good-nature and good-humor, 
tempered with delicacy and raodefty , and without 
even the flighteft tindlure of malignity, fo fre- 
quently the difagreeable fource of what is called 
w^it in other men. It never was the meaning of 
J)is raillery to mortify ; and therefore , far from of- 
fending, it feldoro failed to pleafe and delight, 
even thofe who were the objeds of it* To his 
friends, who were frequently the objeds of it, 
there was not perhaps any one of all his great 
^nd amiable qualities, which contributed more 
to endear his converfation. And that gaiil^ of 
temper, fo agreeable in fociety, but which is fo 
often accompanied with frivolous and fuperficial 
qualities , was in him certainly attended with the 
mpft fevcre application j the mpft extenfivc learn- 
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ing , the greateft depth of thought , and a capa-. 
city in every refped the moft comprchenfive. 
Upon the whole, I have always confidered him, 
both in his lifetime and fince his death , as ap- 
proaching as nearly to the idea of a perfedly 
wife and virtuous man, as perhaps the nature of 
human fruity will permit. 
^ I I ever am, dear Sir, 

Moft affedionately your's, 
Adam Smith. 
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CHAP. I. 

The Britons , — Romans , — Saxons , — the Heptarchy. 
— The Kingdom of Kent — of Nc^humberland — 
of Eaft . Anglia — of Merda — of Ejjex — of 
Sujfex — of Wejfex. 

The B R I T O ]^ S. 

X HE cjuriofity ,' entertained by all civilized chap* 
nations , of enquiring into the exploits and ad- ^* 
ventures of their anceftors, commonly excites z 
regret that the hiftory of remote ages Ihould 
always be fo much involved in obfcurity, un* 
certainty , and contradiction. Ingenious men , 
poflefled of leifure , are apt to pulb their refearches 
beyond the period , in vrhich literary monuments 
are framed or prefervcd; vrithout refl^dling , that 
the hiftory of paft events is immediately loft or 
disfigured , when int^ifted tm memory and oral 
Vol. L B 
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CHAP, tradition , and that the adventures of barbarous 
I. nations, even if they wete recorded, could afiford 
little or no entertainment to men born in a more 
cultivated ige. The convulfions of a civilized ftatc 
ufually compofe the; moft inftruftive and moftinter- 
cfting part of its hiftory; but the fuddeq, violent, and 
unprepared revolutions, incident to Barbarians, 
areXo much guided by caprice, and terminate fo 
often in cruelty, that ^-they difgufl: us'by the 
uniformity of their appearance ; and it is rather- 
fortunate for letters that they are buried in*file»cc 
«nd oblivion. The only certain means , by which 
nations can indulge their curiofity in refearches 
concerning their remote origin , is to confider the 
language, manners, and cuftoms of their anceftors, 
and to compare them with thofe of the neighbour- 
ing nations. *The fables, which are commonly 
employed to fupply the place of true hiftory, 
ought entirely to be difregarded; or if any excep- 
tion be admitted to this general rule, it can only 
be in favour of the ancient Grecian fidions , 
which are fo celebrated and fo agreeable , that 
they wiU ever be the objedls of the attention of 
mankind. Negleding, therefore, all traditions or 
rather tales concerning the more early hiftory of 
Britain , we fliall only conGder the ftate of the 
inhabitants, as it appeared to the Romans on 
their invafion of this country: M^e fhall briefly 
run over the events , which attended tlie conqueft 
made . by that empire , as belonging more to 
Roman than Britifli ftory : We (hall haften through 
the obfcure and yninterefting period of Saxon 
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annals : And Ihall referve a more full narration for c h a p. 
thofe times , when the truth is both fo well i. 
afcertained and fo complete as to promife enter* 
tainment and inftrudion to the reader. 

All ancient writers aijree in reprefenting the 
firll inhabitants of Britain as a tribe of the Gauls 
or Celtae , who peopled that ifland from the 
neighbouring continent Their language was the 
fame , their manners , their government , their 
fuperilition; varied only by. thofe fmall dififerences, 
which time or a communication with the border- 
ing nations muft necefTarily introduce. The in- 
habitants of Gaul, efpecially in ^hofe parts which 
lie contiguous to Italy , had acquired , from a 
commerce with their fouthera neighbours, fome 
refinement in the arts , which gradually diffufed 
themfelves northwards, and fpread but a very 
fiainc light over this ifland. The Greek and 
Roman navigators or merchants ( for there were 
fcarcely any other travellers in thofe ages) brought 
back the moft fhocking accounts of the ferocity 
of the people , which they magnified , as ufual , 
in order to excite the admiration of their country^ 
men. The fouth-eaft parts, however, of Britain 
had already, before the age of Caelar, made the 
firft and moft requifite ftep towards a civil fcttle- 
mcnt; and the Britons , by tillage and agriculture, 
had^ there increafed to a great multitude \ The 
other inhabiunts of the ifland ftill maintained 
themfelves by pal^ure: They were clothed with 
ftinsof Jbeafts: They dwelt in huts, which they 

' Caefar , lib. 4. -- -, ' 

B z 
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CHAP, reared in the forefts and marflhes, with which the 
I. country was covered*. They fhifted eafily their 
habitation , when aduated cither by the hopes of 
plunder or the fear of an enemy : The convenience 
of feeding their cattle was even a fufficient motive 
for removing their feats : And as they were 
ignorant of all the refinements of life, their wants 
and their pofleinons were equally fcanty and 
limited. 

The Britons were divided into many fmall 
nations or tribes ; and being a military people , 
, whofe fole property was their arms and their 
cattle , it was ir4|>oflible , after they had acquire4 
^ relifli of liberty , for their princes or chieftains 
to eftablifh any defpotic authority over them. 
Their governments , though monarchical * , were 
free, as well as thofe of all the Celtic nations; 
and the common people feem even to have 
enjoyed more liberty among them ' , than among 
the nations of Gaul *, from whom they were 
defcended. Each ftate was divided into fadliorts 
within itfelf ' : It was agitated with jealoufy or 
enimofity againft the neighbouring ftates : And 
while the arts of peace were yet unknown , wars 
. were the chief occupation , and formed the chief 
objed of ambition , among the people. 

The religion of the Britons was one of the 
moft confiderable parts of their government ; and 
the Druids, who were their priefts, poflfefled 

* Diod. Sic. lib. 4. Mela, lib. j. cap. 6. Strabo, lib. 4« 

* Dion Caffius, lib. 75. * Caefar, lib. 6.* 

* Tacit Agr. 
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great authority among them. Befides miniftcring chip, 
at die altar, and direding all religious duties, i» 
they prefided over the education of youth; they 
enjoyed an immunity from wars and taxes ; they 
poffefled both th^ civil and criminal jurifdidion; 
they decided . all controverfies among flates a$ 
well as among private perfons , and whoever 
refufed to fubmit to their decree wa^ expofed to 
the mbft fevere penalties, Th(5 fentence of ex- 
communication was pronounced againft him : He 
was forbidden accefe to the . facrifices or public 
worfliip: He was debarred ail intcrcourfe with 
his fellow -citizens, even in the common affairs 
of life : His company was univerfally Ihunned, as 
profane and dangerous : He was reftifed the pro- 
tedion of law ' : And death itfelf became to him 
an acceptable relief from the mifery and infamy 
to which he was expofed. Thus , the bands of 
government, which were naturally loofc among 
^hat rude and turbulent people* , were .happily 
corroborated by the terrors of their fuperftition* 

No fpecies of fuperftjtion wasevermore.tcrriblc 
than that of the Druids. Befides the fevere penal- 
ties , which it was in the power of the ecclcfiaftics 
to inflid in this world, they inculcated the eternal 
tranlmigration of fouls ; and thereby extended 
their authority as far as the fears of their timorous 
votaries. They pradifed their tites in dark groves 
or other fecret recefles ' ; and in order to throw a 
greater myftery over their religion , they com- 
municated their dodrines only to the initiated^ 

* C«{ar , lib. 6. Strabo, lib. 4. * Bin. lib. la. cap. 1* 
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CHAP, and ftridly forbade the committing of them to 
I. -writing , left they fhould at any time be expofed 
to the examination of the profane vulgar. Human 
facrifices were pradtifed among them: Thefpoils 
of war were often devoted to their divinities; 
and they puniflied with the fevereft tortures 
whoever dared to fecrete any part of the con- 
fecrated offering : Thcfe treafures they kept in 
woods and forefts , fecured by no other guard than 
the terrors of their religion " ; and this fteady 
conqueft over human avidity may be regarded 
as more fignal than their prompting men to the 
moft extraordinary and moft violent efforts. No 
idolatrous worfliip ever attained fuch an afcendant 
over mankind as that of the ancient Gauls and 
Britons; and the Romans, after their conqueft, 
finding it impoflible to reconcile thofe nations to 
.the laws and inftitutions of their matters, while 
it maintained its authority, were at laft obliged 
to abol^ it by penal ftatutes; a violence, which 
bad never in any other inftance been pradifed 
by tbofc tolerating conquerors *. 

The R O M A N S. 

X H fi Britons had long remained in thi5 rude 
but incfependent ftate , when Caefar , having 
over -run all Gaul by his vidories, firft caft hi^ 
eye on their ifland. He was not allured either by- 
its riches or its renown ; but being ambitious of 

• Caefar, lib. 6. • Suctcto. in Vita Claudu. 
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tarrying the Roman arms into a new world,' chap. 
then moftiy unknown , he took advantage of a i. 
Ihort interval in his Gaulic wars,. arid made an 
invafion on Britain. The natives, informed of 
his intention, were fenfible of the unequal conteft , 
and endeavoured to appeafe him by fubmiffions , 
which, however, retarded not the execution of 
his defign. After fome refiftance , he landed , as Anno wte 
is fuppofed, at Deal; and having obtained feveral ^' ^^* 
advantages over the Britons , and obliged them 
to promife hoftages for their future obedience, 
be was conftrained, by the neceffity of his affairs, 
and the approach of >yiater , lo withdraw his 
forces into Gaul. The Britons, relieved from the 
terror of his arms , negloded the performance of 
their (lipulations ; and that haughty conqueror 
refolved next fummer to chaftife them for this 
breach of treaty. He landed with a greater force ; - 
and though he found a more regular refiftance 
from the Britons , who had united under Caffive- »t 
kunus , one of their ptdy princes , he difcomfited 
them in every aAion. He advanced into the 
country ; paQed the Thames in the face of the 
cnemy-s took and burned the capital of Caffivclau- ^/;;i/'' 
lius ; eftablilhed his ally , Mandubratius , in the 
fbvereignfcy of the Trinobantes ; and having 
obliged the inhabitafits to make him new fub- 
miflions, he again returned with his army into 
Gaul , and left the authority of the Romans more 
nominal than real in this afland. 

The civil wars, which enfued , an^ >vhich pre^ 
pared the way for the eftabliihment of monarchy 

B 4 
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c H A p« in Rome , faved the Britons from that yoke # 
I. \vhich was ready to be impofed upon them. 
Auguftus , the fucceffor of Cadar , content with 
the vidory obtained over the liberties of his owa 
country , was little ambitious of acquiring fame 
by foreign wars ; and being apprehenfive left the 
fame unlimited extent of dominion , which had . 
fubverted the republic, might alfo overwhelm 
the empire , he recommended it to his fuccelTors 
never to enlarge the territories of the Romans* 
Tiberius, jealous of the fame, which might be 
acquired by his generals, made this advice of 
Auguftus a pretence for his inadivity ". The 
mad {allies of Caligula, in which he menaced 
Britain with an invafion , ferved only to expofe 
himfelf and the empire to ridicule : And the 
Britons had now , during almoft a century , ttu 
joyed their liberty unmolefted; when the Romans, 
in the reign of Claudius, began to think ferioufly 
of reducing them under their dominion. Without 
feeking any more juftifiable reafons of hoftility 
than were employed by the later Europeans in 

A. p. 43. fubjefling the Africans and Americans , . they fent 
over an army under the command of Plautius, 
an able general , wha gained fome vidlories , and 
made a confiderable progress in fubduing the 
inhabitants, Claudius himfelf , finding matters 
fufficjentJy prepared for his reception , ,made a 
journey into Britain; and received the fubmiffion 
of feveral Britifli ftates, the Cantii, Atrebates,; 
Regni , and Trinobantes , who inhabited tho 

'•T^t^Agr. 
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fouth-caft parts of the ifland, and whom their pof- chap. 
feflions and more cultivated manner of life rendered u 
•willing to purchafe peace at the expence of their 
liberty. The other Britons , under the command 
' of Caradacus, ftill maintained an obftinate refift- 
ance, and the Romans made little progrefs againfl: 
thexn ; till Oflorius Scapula was fent over to 
command their armies. This general advanced a.d. 5«. 
the Roman conquefts over the Britons ; pierced 
into the country of the Silures , a warlike nation , 
who inhabited the banks of the Severne; defeated 
Caradacus in a great battle; took him prifoner, . 
and fent hi'm to Rome , where his magnanimous 
behaviour procured him better treatment thati 
thofe conquerors ufually beftowed on captive 
princes ". 

Notwithstanding thcfe misfortunes , the Bri* 
tons were not fubdued ; and this ifland was 
regarded by the ambitious Romans as ^ a field in 
which military honour might ftill be acquired. 
Under the rdign of Nero , Suetonius Paulinus a.d. 59* 
was invefted with the command , and prepared 
to fignalize his name by vidlories over thofe 
barbarians. Finding that the ifland of IMona, 
now Anglefey , was the chief feat of the Druids, 
he refolved to attack it, and to fubje<n: a place, 
which was the center of their fuperftition , and 
which afforded protedion to all their baffled 
forces. The Britons endeavoured to obftrud his 
landing on this facred ifland , both by the force 
of their arms^and the terrors of their religion. 
.'* Tacit Ann. lib. la. 
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c it A p. The women and priells were intermingled with the 
L foldiers upon the fhore; and running about with 
* flaming torches in their hands, and toffing their 
difhevelled hair, they ftruck greater terror into 
the aftonifhed Romans by their boilings, cries, 
and execrations, than the real danger from the 
armed forces was able to infpire. But Suetonius , 
exhorting his troops to defpife the menaces of a 
fuperllition, which they defpifed , impelled them 
to the attack , drove the Britons off the field , 
burned the, Druids in the fame fires which thofe 
priefts had prepared for their captive enemies , 
deftroyed all the confecrated groves and altars ; 
and , having thus triumphed over the religion of 
the Britons-., he thought his future progrcfe. would 
be eafy , in reducing the people to fubjedion. But 
he was . .difoppointed in his cxpcdlatidns. The 
Britons, taking advantage of his abfence, were 
all in arms; and headed by Boadicea , queen of 
the Iceni , Vho had been treated in the moft 
ignominious manner by the Roman tribunes, 
had already attacked with fuccefs feverai fettlc- 
ments of their infulting conquerors. Suetoniusr 
haftened to the protedion of London , which wasi 
already a flourifliingRoman colony; buthefound on 
his arrival, that it would be requifite for the general 
lafety to abandon that place to the mercilefs fiiry 
of the enemy. London was reduced to aflies;- 
fuch of the inhabitants as remained in it, were crucHy 
maffacred; the Romans and all ftrangers, to the 
number of 70,000, were every where put to the fword 
without dilUndion ; and the Britons, by rendering 
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dhe vrar thus bloody, feemed determined to cut chap. 
off all hopes of peace or compofition vrith the L 
eoeroy; But this cruelty was revenged by Sueto- 
nius in a great and. decifive battle , where go^ooo 
of the Britons aife faid to have perifhed; and 
Bpadicea herfelf, rather than fall into the hands 
of the cpraged vidor , put an end to her own 
life by poifon ". Nero foon after recalled Sueto- 
nius from a government , where , by fuffering and 
infiiding fo many feverities , he was judged 
improper for compofing the angry and alarmed 
miuds of the inhabitants. After fome interval » 
Cerealis received the command from Vefpafian , 
and by his bravery propagated the terror of the 
Roman arms. JuliUs Frontinus fucceeded Cerealis 
both in authority and in reputation : But the 
general, who finally eftabliihed the dominion oC 
the Romans in this ifland^, was Julius Agricola^ 
who governed it in the reigns of Vefpafian, 
Titus, and Domitian, and diilinguifhed himfell 
io th^t fcene of adiou. 

This great commander fqrmed a regular plan 
for fubduing Britain^ and rendering the acquifi^ 
tion ufeful to the conquerors. He carried his 
vidorious arms northwaiids , defeated the Britons 
in. e very encounter, pierced into the* inacceflible 
forefts and mountains of Caledonia , reduced every 
{bate to fubjedion in the foutherh parts of the 
jfland, and cbaced before him all the men of 
fiercer and more intradable fpirits ^ who deemed 
WW and death itfelf leis intolerable than fervitude 

'* Tacit Ann. lib. 14. .^ 
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CHAP, under the vidors. He even defeated them in d 
I. decifive adion, which they fought under Galgacus, 
their leader ; and having fixed a chain of garrifons , 
between the friths of Clyde and Forth , he thereby 
cut o£f the ruder and more barren parts of the 
ifland, andfecured the Roman province from tb6 
incurfions of the barbarous inhabitants ''. 

, During thefe military ienterprizes , he negledecf 
not the arts of peace. He introduced laws and 
civility among the Britons , taught them to defirc 
and raife all the convcniencies of Ufe , reconciled 
them to the Roman language and manners f 
inftruded them in letters and fcience, and em- 
ployed eyery expedient to render thofe chains , 
xyhich he had forged , both cafy and agreeable to 
them **. The inhabitants, having experienced 
bow unequal their own force was to refift that of 
the Romans, acquiefced in. the dominion of their 
mailers , and were gradually incorporated a$ a 
part of that mighty empire. 

This was the laft durable conqueft made b^ 
^e Romans ; and Britain ^ once fubdued , gave 
no farther inquietude to the vidor. Caledonia! 
alone ,- defended by its barren mountains , and 
by the contempt which the Romans entertained for 
It, fometimes infefted the more cultivated parts 
of the ifland by the incurfions of its inhabitants* 
The better to fecurc the frontiers of the empire, 
Adrian, who vifited this ifland, built a rampart 
between the river Tync and the frith of Solway; 
Lollius UdbicuSy under Antoninus Pius, eredcd 

" Tacit Agr. -* Ibid. . 
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one in the place where Agricola had formerly c'H a p, 
cftabliflied his garrifons : Scverus , who made an I* 
expedition into Britain , and carried his arms to 
the moft northern extremity of it, added new 
fortifications to the wall of Adrian ; and during 
the reigns of all the Roman emperors , fuch a 
profound tranquillity prevailed in Britain , that 
little mention is naade of the affairs of that ifland 
by any hiftorian. The only incidents , which 
occur, are fome feditions or rebellions of the 
Roman legions quartered there , and fome irfurp- 
ations of the Imperial , dignity by the Roman 
governors. The natives , difarmed , difpirited , 
and fubmiffive , had loft all defire and even idea 
of their former liberty and independence. 

But the period was now come, when that 
enormous hhvic of the Roman empire, which 
had difiufed flavery and oppreflion , together with 
peace and civility , over fo confiderable a part 
of the globe , was approaching towards its final 
diflblution. Italy, and the center of the empire, 
removed , during fo many ages , firom all concern 
in the wars, had entirely loft the military fpirit , 
and were peopled by an enervated race, equally 
difpofed to fubmit to a foreign yoke , or to the 
tyranny of their own rulers. The emperors found 
therofelves obliged to recruit their legions from 
the firontier provinces, where the genius of war, 
though languifhing, was not totally cxtind; and 
thefe mercenary forces , carelcfs of laws and civil 
inftitutions , eftabliflied a military government, 
no Ic(s dangerous to the fovereign than to tlie 
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CHAP, people. The farther progrefs of the fame diforder* 
L introduced the bordering barbarians into the 
fervice of the Romans; and thofe fierce nations, 
having now added difcipline and (kill to their 
native bravery , could no longer be retrained by 
•"the impotent policy of the emperors , who were 
accuftomed to employ one in the deftrudion of 
the' others. Senfible of their own force , and 
allured by the profped of fo rich a prize, the 
northern barbarians , in the reign of Arcadius and 
Honorius , affailed at once all the frontiers of the 
Roman empire ; and having firft fetiated their 
avidity by plunder , begah to think of fixing a 
fettlement in the wafted provinces. The more 
diftant barbarians , who occupied the deferted 
- habitations of the former , advanced in their 
acquifitions , and prefled with their incumbent 
weight the Roman ftate , already unequal to the 
load which it fuftaincd. Inftead of arming the 
people in their own defence, the emperors recallecf 
all the diftant legions, in whom alone they could 
repofe confidence ; and colieded the whole mili- 
tary force for the defence of the capital and center 
of the empire. The neceffity of felf - prefervation 
had fuperfeded the ambition of power ; arid the 
ancient point of honour, never to contrad the 
limits of the empire , could no longer be attended 
to in this defperate extremity. 

Britain by its fituation was removed from 
the fury of thefe barbarous incurfions ; and being 
alfo a remote province , not much valued by the 
Romans, the legions, which defended it, were 
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carded over to the protedion of Italy and Gaul. chap. 
But that province , though fecured by the fea «• 
againft the inroads of the greater tribes of bar« 
barians , fOund enemies on its frontiers , who 
took advantage of its prefent defencelefs fituation. 
The Pids and Scots , who dwelt in the northern 
parts, beyond the wall of Antoninus, made in* 
curfions upon their peaceable arid effeminate neigh* 
bours; and bcfides the temporary depredations 
v^ich they committed , thefe combined nations 
threatened the whole province with fubjedion, 
or , what the inhabitants more dreaded , with 
plunder and devaft^ion. The Fids feem\ 
to have been a tribe of the native Britifh/ ^^ 
race , who , having been chaced into the northernvJ^ 
parts by the conquefts of Agricola , had there \V 
intermingled with the ancient inhabitants : The ^ 
Scots were derived from the fame Celtic origin , 
had iirft been eflabliflied in Ireland , had migrated 
to the north - weft coafts of this ifland , and 
had long been accuftomed , as well from their 
old as their new feats , to infeft the Roman pro* 
vince by piracy and rapine *. Thefe tribes, 
finding their more opulent neighbours expofcd to 
in vafion , foon broke over the Roman wall , no 
longer defended by the Roman arms ; and though 
a contemptible enemy in themfelves , met with no 
refiftance from the unwarlike inhabitants. The 
Britops , accuftomed to have rccourfe to the em* 
perors for defence as well as government, made 
fupplications to Rome; and one legion was fent 

* See Note [ A] at the end of the Volume, 
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c H. A F. over for their protedion. This force was aa 
I, over - match for the barbarians , repelled their 
invafiori, routed them in every engagement, and 
having chaced them into their ancient limits, 
returned in triumph to the defence of the foutb- 
cm provinces of the empire '*. Their retreat 
brought on a new invafion of the enemy. The 
Britons made again an application to Rome , and 
egain obtained the affiftance of a legion , which 
proved effedualfor their relief: But the Romans, 
reduced to extremities at home, and fatigued 
with thofe dillant expeditions , informed the 
Britons that they mull no longer look to them 
for fuccour , exhorted them to arm in their own 
defence , 2|nd urged , that , as they were now 
their own mailers , it became them to protedt by 
their valour that independence, which their an- 
cient lords had conferred upon them ". That they 
might leave the ifland with the better grace, the 
Romans aflifled them in ereding anew the wall 
of Severus, which was built entirely of (lone, 
and which the Britons had not at that time artifi- 
• cers flcilful enough to repair '^ And having done 
this la(l good office to the inhabitants , they bid 
a final adieu to Britain, about the year 448; 
after being mailers of the more confiderable part 
of it during the courfe of near four centuries. 

'' Gildas, Bede, lib. i. cap. is. Paull. Diaconi; 
'* Bcde, lib*^i. cap. iz. ^ Ibid. 

The 
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The BRITONS- 

A HE abjedl Britons regarded this prefcnt of c H A p. 
liberty as fatal to them ;' and were in no condition t» 
to put in pradifc the prudent counfel given them 
by the Romans , to arm in their own defence* 
Unaccuftomed both to the perils of war -, and ta 
the cares of civil government, they found them- 
felves incapiible of forming or executing ady 
meafures for refitting the incur Rons of the bar- 
barians. Gratian alfo and Conftantine , two Ro- 
mans \yho had a little before allumed the purple 
in Britain , had carried over to the continent the 
flower of the Britilh youth ; and having perifbed 
in their unfuccefsful attempts on the imperial 
throne , had defpoilcd the ifland of thofe , who , 
in this defperate extremity , were beft able to 
defend it. The Pids and Scots, finding that the 
Romans had finally relinquiQied Britain , now 
regarded the whole as their prey, and attacked 
the northern wall with redoubled forces. The 
Britons, already fubdued by their own fears ^ 
found the ramparts but a weaWdefence for them ; 
and deferting their (lation, le* the country en- 
tirely open to the inroads of the barbarous 
enemy. The invaders carried devaflation and 
ruin along with them ; and exerted to the utmoft 
their native ferocity , which was not mitigated 
by the helplefs condition and fubmiflive behaviour 
of the inhabitants **. The unhappy Britons had 

" Gildas, Bede, lib. x. Ann. Beverl. p. 4^. 
Vol. I. ' C 
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CHAP, a third time rccourfe to Rome , which had 
!• declared its refolution for ever to abandon them. 
JEtius , the patrician, fuflained , at that time, 
by his valour and magnanimity, the tottering 
rilins of the empire, and revived for a moment 
among the degenerate Romans the fpirit, as well 
as difcipline of their anceftors. The Bridfh am- 
baffadors carried to him the letter of their coun- 
jtrymen, which was infcribed , The Groans of the 
' Britons. The tenor of rfie epiWe was fuitable to 
its fuperfcription. The barbarians ^ fay they , on 
the one hand , chace us into the fea ,• the fea , on the 
other y throws us back upon the barbarians ^ and we 
have ortfy the hard choice left us , of perishing by 
the fword or by the waves '*. But ^tius , preffed 
by the arm? of Attila, the moft terrible enemy 
that ever affailed the empire, had no leifure to 
attend to the complaints of ajlies , whom genero- 
fity alone could induce him to affift **. The 
Britorts, thus rejccJled, were reduced to defpair, 
defcrted- their habitations, abandoned tillage, and 
flying for protedlion to the forefts and mountains , 
fufFered equally from hunger and from the enemy. 
The * barbarians ^emfelves began to feel the 
prefiures of famine in a country which they had 
ravaged ; and being haralTed by the difperfed 
Britons , who had not dared to refift them in a 
body, they retreated with their fpoils into their 
own country ". 

" Gildas, Bede , lib. i. cap. ij. Malmesbury, lib. !• 
cap. I. Ann. Beverl. p. 4s. 

'• ChfOn. Sax. p. 11. Edit i6$%, 
» ** Ana. BcvcrL p. 45. 
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The Britons, taking advantage of this interval, chap. 
returned to their ufual occupations ; and the i^ 
favourable feafons, which fucceeded, feconding 
their induftry, made them foon forget their palt 
miferies , and reftored to them great plenty of all. 
the neceffaries of hfe. No more can be imagined 
to have been poffefled by a people fo rud^ , who 
had not, without the aflillance of the Romans, 
art of mafonry fufficient to raife a ftone rampart 
for their own defence: Yet the IMonkifli hifto- 
rians **, who treat of tbofe events , complain of 
the luxury of the Britons during this period , and 
afcribe to that vice , not to their cowardice 
or improvident counfels , all their fubfequent 
calamities. 

The Britons, entirely occupied in the enjoy* 
ment of the prefent interval of peace , made no; 
provifion for refilling the enemy, who, invited 
by their former timid behaviour, foon threatened 
them with a new invafion. We are not cxadly 
informed what fpecies of civil government the Ro- 
mans on their departure had left among the Bri- 
tons; but it appears probable, that the great 
men in the different diftridls affumed ,a kind of 
regal| though precarious authority; and lived in 
a great meafure independant of eaqh other *'. 
To this difunioh of counfels were alfo added the 
difpates of theology; and the difciples of Pela- 
gius, who washimfelf a native of Britain, having 

** Gildas, Bede, lib. I. dp. 14. " 

^* Gildas, Uflier, Ant Brit. p. 2J48. 347. 

C z 
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CHAP, increafed to a great multitude , gave alarm to the 
U clergy , who feem to have been more intent on 
fupprefling them , than on oppofing the public 
enemy **. Labouring under thefe domeftic evils, 
and menaced with a foreign invafion ^ the Britons 
attended only to the fuggcftions of their prefent 
fears; a»d following the counfcls of Vortigern, 
prince of Dumnonium , who, though ftained 
with every vice, poffcffed the chief authority 
among them **, they fent into Gcrmariy a depu- 
tation to invite over the Saxons for their pro- 
tedlion and afliftance. 



The SAXON S. 



o. 



'p all the barbarous nations , known cither in 
ancient or modern times, the Germans feem to have 
been the moft diftinguiflied both by their manners 
and political inftitutions^ and to have carried to 
the.higheft pitch the virtues of valour and love 
of liberty ; the only virtues tvhich can have place 
among an uncivilized people , where Juftice and 
humanity are commonly negleded. Kingly go- 
vernment , even when edablifhed among the 
Germans , ( for it was not univerfal ) poflefled a 
very limited authority; and though the fovereign 
was ufually chofen from among the royal family, 
he was directed in every meafure by the common 
confent of the nation , over whom he prefided* 

^* Gildas, Bede, lib. I. cap. 17. ConAant invitaGerm. 
^* GUdas, GuL Malm. p. 8. 
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When any important affatrs vrere tranfaded , all c h a p. 
the warriors met in arms; the men of grealeft i. 
authority employed perfnafion to engage their 
confent; th^ people expreffed their approbation 
by rattling their armbur, or their dilTent by 
murmurs; there was no neceflity for a nice fcru- 
tiny of votes among a multitude , who were ufu- 
ally carried with a ftrong current to one fide or 
the other; and tli^ meafure, thus fuddenly cliofen 
ty general agreement, was executed with alacrity, 
and profecuted with vigour. Even in war , the 
princes governed more by example than by au- 
thority: But in peace, the civil union was in 
a great meafure diffolved , and the inferior leaders 
adminiftered jufticc, after an independent manner, 
each in his particular diftri<ft. Thefe were eleded by 
the votes of the people in their great ct)uncils ; and 
though regard was paid to nobility in the choice, 
their perfonal qualities; chiefly their valour t 
procuted them, from thefufFrages of their fellow- 
citizens , that honourable but dangerous. diftinc- 
tion. The waniors of each tribe attached them- 
felves to their leader, with the moft devoted 
affedion and moft unfliaken conftancy*. They 
attended him as his ornament in peace, as his 
defence inwar^, as his council in the adminiftration 
of juftice. Their conftant emulation in military 
renown diffolved not that inviolable friendfh'p 
which they profeffed to their chieftain and to each 
other. To die for the honour of their band was 
their chief apabition: To furvivc its difgrace, or 
the death of their leader, was infamous. Ihey 

C3 
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c H A !*. even carried into the field their women and 
I. children, who adopted all the martial fentlments 
of the men: And being thus impelled by every 
human motive, they were invincible; where they 
were not oppofed , either by the fimilar manners 
and inditutions of the neighbouring Germans , or 
by the fuperior difcipline, arms^ and numbers of 
the Romans **. , 

The leaders and their military conrpanions were 
maintained by the labour df their {laves, or by 
that of the weaker and lefs warlike part pf the 
community, whom they defended. The contri- 
butions, which they levied, went not beyond a 
bare fubfiftence ; and the honours , acquired by a 
fuperior rank , were the only reward of their 
fuperior dangers and fatigues. All the refined 
arts of life were unknown among the Germans: 
Tillage itfelf was almoft wholly neglcded : They 
jeven feem to have been anxious to prevent any 
improvements of that nature ; and the leaders , by 
annually diftributing anew all the land among the 
inhabitants of each viHage , kept them from 
attachij9g themfelves to particular poffeflions , or 
snaking fuch progrefs in agriculture as might divert 
their attention from military expeditions, the chief 
occupation of the community *'. ♦ 

The Saxons had been for fome time regarded 
as one of the mod warlike tribes of this fierce 
people , and had become the terror of the neigh* 

) 
Carfar , lib. 6. Tacit , de Mor. Germ. 

Cacfar , lib. 6. Tacit ibid. 
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bouring nations **. They had clifFufed themfelves c n a ]►. 
from the northern parts of Germany and the i. 
Cimbrian Chcrfonefus, and had taken pofTelfion 
*of all the fea coaft from the mouth of the Rhine 
to Jutland; whence they had long invefted by 
their piracies all the eafterh and fbuthern parts of 
Britain, and the northern of Gaul *\ In order . 

to oppofe their inroads, the Romans had eftabhflied 
an officer , whom they called Count of the Saxon 
shore ,* and as the naval arts can flourifh among a 
civilized people alone, they leem to have been more 
fuccefsful in repelling the Saxons than any of the 
other barbarians, by whom they were invaded. 
The diffolution of the Roman power invited them 
to renew their inroads ; and it was an acceptable 
circumftance, that the deputies of the Britons 
appeared among them, and prompted them to 
undertake an enterprize, to which they were of 
themfelves fiifficiently inclined '*, 

Hengist and Horfa , two brothers , poffeffed 
great credit among the Saxons, and were much 
celebrated both for their valour and nobility. They 
were reputed , as moft of the Saxon princes , to 
be fprung from Woden , who w^s worfhipped as 
a god among thofc nations, and they are faid to 
be his great grandfons *' ; a circumftance which 
added much to their authority. We fhall not 

Amm. Marcell. lib. 28. OroTius. 
** Amm. MarccU. lib. 27. cap. 7. lib. 28. cap. 7. 
'• Will. Malm. p. 8. 
• " Bedc, lib. i. cap. Ig. SatonChron. p. 13. Nennius, 
cap. 28* 

C4 
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H 4 P* attempt to trace any higher the origin of thofe 
h princes and nations. It is evident what fruitlefs 
labour it muft be to fearch, in thofe barbarous 
and illiterate ages , for the annals of a people , 
vrhen their firft leaders, known in any true hiftory, 
were believed by them to be the fourth in defcent 
from a fabulous deity, or frpm a man, exalted 
by ignorance into that charadler. The dark induftry 
of antiquaries , led by imaginary analogies of 
names, or by uncertain traditions , would in vaia 
attempt to pierce into that deep obfcurity , which 
covers the rertiote hiftory of thofe nations. 

These two brothers, obferving the other pro* 
vinCes of Germany to be occupied by a warlike ' 
and neceflGtous people , and the rich provinces of 
Gaul already conquered or over-run by other 
German tribes, found it eafy to perfuade their 
countrymen to embrace the fole enterprize, which 
promifed a favourable opportunity of difplaying 
their valour and gratifying their avidity. They 
embarked their troops in three veflels , and about 
the year 449 or 450 '\ carried over 1600 men, 
who landed in the ifle of Thanet, and immediately 
inarched to the defence of the Britons againft the 
northern invaders. The Scots and Pidls were 
unable to refift the valour of thefe auxiliaries ; and 
the Britons , applauding their own wifdom in 
calling over the Saxons, hoped thenceforth . to 
enjoy peace and fecurity under the powerful pro- 
tedjon of that warlike people. 

** Saxon Chronicle, p. 12. Gul. Malm. p. 11. Hun; 
tington, lib. 2. p. 309. Ethelwcrd. Brompton, pag, 728. 
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But Hengift and Horfa , perceiving ^ from their chap* 
eafy vidory over the Scots and Pids , with what ^* 
facility they might fubdue the Britons themfelvesf, 
who bad not been able to rcfift thpfe feeble 
invaders , were determined to conquer and fight 
for their own grandeur, not for the defence of 
their degenerate allies. They fent intelligence 
to Saxony of the fertility and riches of Britain ; 
and reprefented as certain the fubjedion of a 
people, fo long difufed to arms, who, being now 
cut off from the Roman empire , of which they 
had been a province during fo many ages , had 
not yet acquired any union among themfelves, 
and were deftitute of all affedion to their new liber- 
ties, and of all national attachments and regards"^ 
The vices- and pufiUanimity of Vortigern, the 
Britiflfi leader, were a new ground of hope; and 
the Saxons in Germany, following fuch agreeable 
profpeds , foon reinforced Hengift and Horfa with 
5000 men, who came over in fcventeen veffels. 
The Britons now began to entertain apprehenfions 
of their allies , whofo numbers they found con- 
tinually augmenting; but thought of no remedy, 
except a paflive fubmiffion and connivance. This 
weak expedient foon failed them. The Saxons 
fought a quarrel by complaining , that their fub- 
fidies were ill paid, and their provifions with* 
drawn '* : And immediately taking off the maflc« 
they formed an alliance with the Fids and 

*' Chron. Sax. p. 12. Ann. BevcrL p. 49. 

'^ Bede, lib. 1. cap. 15. Nennius, cafS 35* Hildas, $. 2$^ 
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CHAP, Scots, and proceeded to open hoftility againft 
Tf. the Britons. 

The Britons , impelled by thefe violent extre- 
mities, and rouzcd to indignation againft their 
treacherous auxiliaries, were neceflitated to take 
arms; and having depofed Vortigern, who had 
become odious from his vices , and from the bad 
"event of his rafh counfels,,they put themfelves 
tinder the command of his fon , Vortimer. They 
fought many battles with their enemies ; and though 
the vidories in thefe aftions be difputed between 
the Britilh and Saxon annalifts , the progrefs ftili 
made by the Saxons prove that the advantage 
was commonly on their fide. In one battle, how- 
. ever, fought at Eglesford , nowAilsford, Horfa, 
the Saxon general, was flain; and left the fole 
command over his countrymen in the hands of 
Hengift. This adive general, continually rein- 
forced by frefh numbers from Germany, carried 
devaftation into the moft remote corners of Bri- 
tain ; and being chiefly a#ixious to fpread the terror 
of his arms, he fpared neither age ,, nor fex, nor 
condition , wherever he marched with his viAo- 
rious forces. The private and public edifices of 
the Britons were reduced to afhes: The priefts 
^vefe flaughtered on the altars by thofe idolatrous 
ravagers: The bifhops and nobility fhared the 
fate of the vulgar: The people, flying to the 
^ mountains and deferts , were intercepted and 
butchered in heaps : Some were glad to accept of 
life and fervitude under their vidlors: Others, 
^efcrting their native country, took flielter in the 
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province of Armorica; where, being^ charitably chap. 
received by a people of the fame languajre and k 
inanhers, they fettled in great-numbers, and gave* 
the country the name of Brittany ". 

The Britifh writers aflign one caufe, which 
facilitated the entrance of the Saxons into this 
ifland; the love, with which Vortigern was at> 
iirft fciied for^Rovena, the daughter of Hengift, 
and which that artful warrior made ufe of to blind 
the t.yts of the imprudent monarch '*. The fame 
hiftorians add , that Vortimer died ; aftd that 
Vortigern , being reftored to the throne, accepted 
of a banquet from Hengift , at Stonehenge; where 
300 of his nobility were trcacheroufly flaughtered, 
and himielf detained captive ". But thefe {lories 
feem to have been invented by the Welib authors,* 
in order to palliate the weak refiftance made at 
firft by their countrymen, and to account for the 
rapid progrefs and licentious devaflations of the 
Saxons '*. 

' ,AFT*it the death of Vortimer, Ambrofius, 
a Briton, though of Roman defcent, was invcfted 
with the command over his countrymen, and 
endeavoured , not without fucc^fs , to unite them, 
in their refiftance againft the Saxons. Thofe 
(ontefs increafcd the aniflnofity between the two 
nations , and rouzed the military fpirit of the 

" Bede,lib. i. cap^ig. Ufher, p. 22^6; GUdis, $. 24. 
• '* Ncnnius. Galfr, lib. 6. cap, 12. 
" Nennius, cap. 47, Galfr. 
" Stillin^ct's Orig. Brit. p. 324. 325, 
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HAP. ancient inhabitants , which had before been funk 
I. into a fatal lethargy. Hengift, however, not- 
withftanding their oppofition , ftill maintained his 
ground in Britain ; and in order to divide the 
forces and attention of the natives, he called over 
a new tribe of Saxons, under the command of 
his brother Oda, and of Ebiffa, the fon of Oda; 
and he fettled them in Northumberland. He him* 
felf remained in the fouthern parts of the ifland, 
and laid the foundation of the kingdom of Kent, 
comprehending the county of that name, Mid- 
dlefex, Effex, and part of Surrey. He fixed his 
royal feat at Canterbury; where he governed 
about forty years , and he died in or hear the 
year 488 ; leaving his new-acquired dominions to 
his pofterity. 

The fuccefs of Hengift excited the avidity of 
the other northern Germans ; and at difiPerent 
times ; and under different leaders , they flocked 
over in multitudes to the invafion of th^is ifland. 
Thefe conquerors were chiefly compofed of three 
tribes, the Saxons, Angles, and Jutes '*, who all 
pafled under the common appellation , fometimes 
of Saxons , fometimes of Angles ; and fpeaking 
the fame language, and being governed by the^ 
fame inftitutions, they were naturally led, from 

'• Bede, lib. 1. cap. 15. Ethclwcrd, p. 833* edit. 
Camdeni Chron. Sax. pag. 12. Ann. Beverl. p. 78. The 
inhabitants of Kent andthclile of Wight were Jutes. Effex, 
Middlcfex, Surrey, Suffex, and all the fouthern counties 
to Comwal, were peopled by Saxons: Mercia and other 
parts of the kingdom were inhabited by Angles. 
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thefe caufes, as well as from their comtnon intcreft, chap. 
to unite themfelves againft the ancient inhabitants. u 

The refiftance however, though unequal, was 
ftiJl maintained by the Britons; but became every 
day more feeble : Andtheir calamities admitted 
of few intervals , till they were driven into 
Cornwal and Wales, and received protedion from 
the remote fituation or inacceflible mountains of 
thofe countricfs. 

The firft Saxon ftate, after that of Kent, which 
was eftabliQied in Britain , was the kingdom of 
South-Saxony. In the year 477**, -SlUa, a Saxon 
chief , brought over an army from Germany ; and 
landing on the fouthern coaft , proceeded to take 
poffeflion of the neighbouring territory. The 
Britons, now armed , did not tamely abandon their 
poffeflions; nor were they expelled, till defeated 
in many battles by their warlike invaders. The 
moft memorable adtion , mentioned by hiftorians^, 
is that of Mearcredes-Burn *" ; where , though 
the Saxons feem to have obtained the vidory^ 
they fuifered fo confiderable a lofs , as fomewhat 
retarded the progreis of their conquefts. Bu( 
£Ila, reinforced by frefli numbers of his coun* 
trymen , again took the field againft the Britons; 
And laid fiege to Andred-Ceafter, which was 
defended by the garrifon and inhabitants with 
defperate valour ^*. The Saxons » enraged by this 

^* Chron. Sax. p. 14. Ann. BeverL p. 8i* 
** Saxon Chron. A. D* 485. Flor. Wigorn, 
** Hen. Huntuu lib. a. 
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CHAP, refiftancc, and by the fatigues and dangers which 
they had fuftained, redoubled their efforts againft 
the place, and when matters of it, put all their 
enemies to the fword without diftindlion. This 
decifive advantage fecured the <:onquefts of£lla, 
who affumed the name of King, and extended his 
dominion over Suffex and a great part of Surrey^ 
He was (lopped in his progrefs to the eaft by the 
. kingdom of Kent : In that to the weft by another 
tribe of Saxons, who had taken poffeflion of that' 
territory. 

THfc.SE Saxons, from the fituation of the coun- 
try, in which they fettled, were called the Weft- 
Saxons, and landed in the year 495, under the 
command of Cerdic, and of his fon Kenric *'. 
The Britons were, by paft experience, fo much 
on their guard, and fo well prepared to receive 
the enemy, that they gave battle to Cerdic the 
very day of his landing; and though vanquifhed , 
ftjll defended, for fome time, their liberties againft 
the invaders. None of the other tribes of Saxonji 
met with fuch vigorous refiftance, or exerted 
fuch valour and perfcverancc in pufhing their 
conquefts. Cerdic was even obliged to call for 
the afliftance of his countrymen from the king- 
doms of Kent and Suffex, as well as from Gen- 
roany , and he was thence joined by a ftefli army 
under the compaand of Porte, and of. his foils 
Bleda and Megla **: Strengthened by thefc 

*' WiU.Malm. lib- i. cap. i, p. I2, Chron. Sax. p. tj. 
♦♦ Chron. Sax. p. 17. 
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fuccours, he fought, in the year 508, adefperatc chap, 
battle with the Britons, commanded by Nazan- !• 
Lepd, their leader, who was vidorious in the 
beginning of the adion , and routed the wing ia 
which Cerdic himfelf commanded. But Kenric, 
who had prevailed in the other wing, brought 
timely affiftance to his father, and reftored the 
battle , which ended in a complete vidory gained 
by the Saxons*'. Nazan -Leod pcriflicd, with 
5000 of his army: But left the Britons more 
weakened than difcouraged by his death. The 
war ftill continued , though the fuccefs was com- 
monly on the fide of the Saxons, whofe fhort 
fwords and clofe manner of fighting gave them 
great advantage over the millile weapons of the 
Britons. Cerdic was not wanting to his good 
fortune; and in order to extend his conquefts, 
he laid fiege to Mount Badon or Banefdown near 
Bath, whither the moft obftinate of the difcom- 
fited Britons had retired. The fouthern Britons 
in this extremity applied for alTiftaitce to Arthur, 
Prince of the Silures , whofe heroic valour now 
fuftained the declining fate of his country *'. 
This is that Arthur fo much celebrated by the 
fongs of Talieffin , and the other Britifh bards, ^ 
and whofe miliury atchievements have been 
blended with fo many fables as even to give 
occafion for entertaining a doubt of l^is real 

, *' H. Hunting, lib. a. Ethdwcrd, l^b. i. Chrgn. Sax» 
p. 17. 

** Hunting. Ub. ^, , 
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6 H A ?. cxiftencc. But poets, though they disfigure the moft 
I. certain hiftoiy by their tidlions, and ufe ftrangc 
liberties with truth where they are the folc hifto- 
rians, as among the Britons, have commonly 
fome foundation for their wildeft exaggerations* 
Certain it is , that the fiege of Badon was raifed 
by the Britons in the year 520 ; and the Saxons 
were there difcomfited in a great battle *'. This 
misfortune flopped the progrefs of Cerdic ; but 
wasnotfufficicnt to wreftfrom hini the conquefts, 
which he had already made. He and his fon, 
Kenric , who fuccceded him ^ eftabliflied the 
kingdom of the Weft-Saxons or of Weffex , over 
the counties of Hants, Dorfet, Wilts, Berks, 
and thelflc of Wight, and left their new-acquired 
dominions to their pofterity. Cerdic died in 5 J4, 
Kenric in 560. 

While the Saxons made this progrefs in the 
fouth , their countrymen were not lefs adive in 
-ic other quarters. In the year 527, a great tribe of 
adventurers, under feveral leaders, landed on , 
the eaft-coaft of Britain ; and after fighting many 
battles, of which hiftory has prcferved no particu- 
* lar account, they eftabliflied three new kingdoms 
in this ifland. Uffa affumed the title of king of 
the Eaft- Angles in 575 ; Crida that of Mercia in 
5^5 *' ; and Erkenwin that of Eaft-Saxony or 
Eflex nearly about the fame time; but the year 
is uncertain. This latter kingdom was dif- 
membercd from that of Kent, and comprehended 

*' GUdas , Saxon Chron. H. Hunting, lib. 2. 
^* Math. Weft, Huntingdon , lib. Tk. 

.;. \.^V . . . Eflex 
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. EtTex, Middlefex, and part of Herfortfhire. That c H a Pv 
of the Eaft-Angies, the counties of Cambridge, i. 
Suflfolk ," and Norfolk: Merqia was extended 
over all the middle counties, from the banks 
of the Severn , to the frontiers of thefc two 
kingdoms. 

Th8 Saxons, foon after the landing of Hengift^ 
had been planted in Northumberland; bqt a« 
they met with an obftinate refiftance, and made 
but fmall progrefs in fubduing the inbal?itants , 
their affairs were in fo uoXettled a condition, 
that none of their princes for a long time affumed 
the appellation of king. At laft in 547 **^ Ida, 
a Saxqn prince of great valour [\ who, claipo^d 
a defcent , as did all the other princes pJi that 
nation, from Woden, brought over a reinforcement 
from Germany, and enabled the Nonhumbrianji 
to icarry on their conqucfts over the Britons. He 
entirely fubdued the<;ounty now^called Northum^ 
berland , ^e bifllopric of Durham ^ as Nvell as 
Toiiie of the fouth-eaft counties of Scotland; and 
he adiimed the <:rowri upder the title bf king o^ 
Bernicia. Nearly about the fame time, jEIla, an- 
other Saxon prince, having conquered Lancaihire^ 
and the greatefl; patt of Yorkfliire, received the 
appellation of king of Deiri ". Thefe two king*^ 
doms were united in the perfon of Ethelfri(f , 
grandfpn of Ida, who married Acca, tlie daughter 

Chron., Sax. p. 19. ^ 
^* WUl. Malmf. p. 19, 
" Ann. Beverl. p. 78* .: 

Vol. L D 
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CHAP, of ^Ua ; and expelling her brother , Edwin , 
I. eftabliflied one of the xnoft povrerfiil of the 
Saxon kingdoms, under the tide of Northumber- 
land. How far his dominions extended into the 
country now called Scotland is uncertain ; but it 
cannot be doubted , that all the lowlands, efpeci- 
ally the eaft-coaft of that country, were peopled 
in a great meafure from Germany; though the 
expeditions, made by the feveral Saxon adven- 
turers , have efcaped the records of hiftory. The 
language, fpoken in thofe countries, which is 
jDurely Saxon, is a ftrongcr proof of this event, 
than can be oppofed by the imperfcd , or rather 
fabulous annals , which are obtruded on us by 
the Scottifli hiftorians. 

The HEPTARCHY. 

X HUS was eftabliOied ,, after a violent contcft 
of near a hundred and fifty years, the Heptarchy^ 
or feven Saxon kingdoms , in Britain ; and the 
whole fouthern part of the Idand , except Wales 
and Cornwal, had totally changed its inhabitants, 
language, cuftbms, and political inftitutions. The 
Britons , under the Roman dominion , had made 
fuch advances towards arts and civil manners, 
* that they had built twenty -eight (ponfiderable 
cities, within their province, befides a great 
number of villages and countiy-feats ** : But the 
fierce conquerors , by whom they were no>f 
• 

i^ Gildas. Bede, lib. u 
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fubdued, thr^w every thing back into ancient c H a ^. 

barbarity ; and thofe few natives , who were not I. 

either maffacred or expelled their habitations, 

were reduced to the moft abjed flavery. None 

of th<5 other northern conquerors . the Franks , 

Goths, Vandals, or Burgundians, though they 

over-ran the fouthern provinces of the empire 

like a mighty torrent, made fuch devaftations in 

the conquered territories, or were inflamed into 

fo violent an animofity againft the ancient inhabit. 

ants. As the Saxons came over at intervals in 

feparate bodies, the Britons, however at firft 

un war! ike ^ were tempted to make refinance ; 

and hoftilities , being thereby prolonged, proved 

more deftrudive to both parties, efpecially to 

the vanquifhed. The firft invaders from Germany, 

inftead of excluding other adventurers, who mud 

ihare with them the fpoiis and property of the 

ancient inhabitants, were obliged to folicit fireth 

fupplies from their own country $ and a total 

extermination of the Britons became the fole « 

expedient for providing a fettlement and fubfift- 

ence to the new planters. Hence there have 

been found in hillory few conquefts more ruinous 

than that of the Saxons; and few revolutions 

.nore violent than that which they introduced. 

So long as the conteft was mainuined with 
the natives, the feveral Saxon princes preferved 
an union of counf<Is and interefts ; but after the 
Britons were fhut up in the barren countries of 
Comwal and Wales, and gave no fertfaer difturb* 
. «nM t# tbt cao^uerors ^ ^ the band of alliance 
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H A P. was in a great meafure diflblved am^ng the 
I. princes of the Heptarchy. Though one prihce 
feems ftill to have been allowed^ or to have aflumed, 
an afcendant over the vrhole, his a(uthority, if it 
ought ever to be deeaied regular or legal , was 
extremely linolted ; and each ^ftate aded .as if it 
bad been independent, and; wholly feparate from 
the reft. Wars, therefore, and revolutions and 
diffenfions were unavoidable among a turbuledt 
and military people ; and thefe events, however 
intricate or confufed, ought now to become the 
objcdls of our attention. But , added to the 
difficulty of carrying on at once th^ hiftory of 
feven independent kingdoms , there i^ great 
difcouragement to a writer, arifing fronri.the 
uncertainty, at leaft b$rrenncls, of the accounts 
tranfmitted to us. The Mpnks, who were the 
only annalifts during thofe ages^ IW^d rcmotp 
from public afifairs, confidered the civil tranfac- 
tions as entirely fubordiqate to the eccleCaftical^, 
and befides partaking of the ignorance ;ind bar- 
barity, which were then uaiverfal, >vcre ftrongly 
infedted with credulity, with the love of, wonder, 
and with a propenfity to impofture; vices almoft 
infeparable from th^ir profeffion , and manner of 
life. The hiftory of that period abounds in names, 
but is extremely barj-ep of event?: or the Qvents 
are related fo much without circuqiiftancos and 
caufes , that the moft profound or moft elpqupqt 
writer muft defpair of rendering them either 
inftrudive or entertaining to the reader. Even 
the great learning and vigorous imagioatign of 
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Miltbn funk under the 'weight; and this authof c H a 
fcruples not to declare , that the flcirmilhes of i. 
kites or crows as . much merited a parti- 
cular narrative , as the confufed tranfadions and 
battles of the Saxon Heptarchy *'. In order, 
however, to conneft the events in fome tolerable 
meafure, we Ihall give a fuccind: account of th6 
iiiccellions of kings., and of the more remarkable 
revolutions in each particular kingdom ; beginning 
with that of Kent, which was the firft eftiiblilhcd. 

The Kingdom of KEN T, 

JtlSCUS fitccceded his father, Hengift, in the 
kingdom of Kent ; but feems not to have poffefled 
the military genius of that conqueror , who firft 
made way for the entrance of the Saxon arms 
into Britain. ; All the Saxons, who fought either 
the- fame of valour , or new eftablifliments by 
arms, flocked to the ftandard of iElla, king of 
Suffex , who was carrying on fuccelsful war againft 
the Britons , and laying the foundations of a new 
kingdom. Kfcus was content IQ poffefs in tran- 
quillity the kingdom of Kent ^ which .he left ia 
512 to his fon Oda , in whofe time the Eaft- 
Saxons cftablifhed their monarchy, and difmem- 
bered the provinces of Effex and MiddJefex from 
that of Kent. IJis death , after a reign of twenty- 
two years, made room for- his, fbn Hermejoric ia 
534 > who performed nothing memorable during 



" Milton in Kcnnet, p. 50, 
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CHAP, a reign of thirty -two years ; except affociatrng 

U with him hisfon, Ethelbert, in. the government, 

that he might fecurfe the fucceflion in his family » 

and prevent fuch revolutions as are incident to a 

turbulent and barbarous monarchy. 

Ethelbert revived the reputation of hi$ 
family, which had langtiiflied for fomc genera- 
tions. The inadivity of his prcdeocffors , and 
the fituation of his country , fecured from all 
ho(lility*with the Britons, feem to have much 
enfeebled the warlike genius of the Kentifh 
Saxons : and Ethelbert , in his firft attempt to 
aggrandize his country, and diftinguilh his own. 
name, was unfuccef^ful '*. He was twice dif- 
comfited in battle by Ccaulin , king of Weflex ; 
and obliged to yield the fuperiority in the Hept- 
archy to that ambitious monarch 9 whopreferved 
no moderation in his viAory , and by reducing 
the kingdom of Suffex to fubjedion , excited 
jealoufy in all the other princes. An aflbciation 
was formed againft him ; and Ethelbert , entrufted 
with the command of the allies , gave him battle , 
and obtained a decifivc vidory ". Ccaulin died • 
foon after; and Ethelbert fucceeded as well to 
his afcendant among the Saxon ftates , as to his 
other ambitious proje<fls. He reduced all the 
princes, except the king of Northumberland, to 
a ftrid dependence upon him ; and even eftablifhed 

liimfelf by for<::e on the throne of Mcrcia^ the 

« 

'* Chfort. Sax. p. 21. 
•' H. Hunting, lib. Z. 
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iBoft cxtcnfivc of the Saxon kingdoms* Apprc* c a A 1^» 
hcnfivc, however, of a dangerous league againft ^ 
him, like that by vrhich he himfelf had been 
enabled to overthrovr Ceaulin, he had the pru« 
dence to refigq, the thxx>ne of Mercia to Webba ^ 
thc/'rijjhtful heir, the fon of Crida, who bad 
€rft founded that monarchy. But governed (lill 
by ambition more than by juftice , he gave 
Webba pofTeffion of the crown on fuch conditions, 
as rendered him little better than a tributary 
prince under his artful benefador. 

But the moft memorable event, which difc 
tinguilhed the reign of this great prince, was the 
introdudion of the Chriftian religion among the 
EngliOi Saxons. The fu perdition of the Germans, 
particuldiiy that of the Saxons , was of the 
groifeft and moft barbarous kind ; and being 
founded on certain traditional tales , received 
from their anceftors , not reduced to any fyftcm s 
^ot fupported by political inditutions , like that 
of the Druids , it feems to have made little im- 
preflfion on its votaries , and to have eafily re» 
figned its place to the new dodrine , promulgated 
to them. Woden, whom they deemed the an-- 
ceftor of all their princes, was regarded as the> 
god of war , and , by a natural confequence » 
became their fupreme deity , and the chief objeft 
of their religious worfhip. They believed , that^ 
if they obtained the favour of this divinity by 
their valour, (for tbey made lefs account of the 
other virtues) they fliouldbe admitted after thcil 
^ath into his ballj and repofing on coucbe^ 

D4 
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Chap, fhould fatiate themfelvcs vrith ale from the flcuUs 
I. of their enemies , whom thejr had flain in battle. 
Incited by this idea of paradife , which gratified 
at once the paffion of revenge and that of intem- 
perance,, the ruling inclinations of barbarians , 
they defprfed the diingers of war , and increafed 
their native ferocity againft the vanquilhed by 
their religious prejudices. Wc know little of the 
other theological tenets of the Saxons : We only 
learn that they were polythcifts ; that they 
worfhipped the fun and moon ; that they adored 
the god of thimder, under the name of Thor; 
that they had images in their temples ; that they 
pradifed facrifices; believed firmly in fpells and 
inchantments ; and admitted in general a fyPtera 
of dodrines , which they held as facred , but 
which , like ; all otha: fuperftitions , muft carry 
the air of the wildeft extravagance ^ jf propound- 
od to thofe who are not. familiarized to it from 
their earlied infancy. 

Tke conftant hoftilitics ^ whi(ph the Saxoi» 
maintained againft the Britons , would naturally 
indifpofe them for receiving the Chriftian faith , 
when preached to. them by fuoh inveterate* 
tnemies; and perhaps the Britons, as is objedted 
to them by Gildas and d8ede,.were not overfond 
of communicating to their cruel invaders the 
dodrine of eternal life and falvatioh. But as a 
civilized people , however fubdued by. arms , 
ftill maintain a fenfihle fuperiority over barbarous 
^d ignorant nations v all the other northern con- 
«[uerors of Europe had been , already induced to 
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embrace the Chriftian feith , which they found chap. 
eftablifhed in the empire ; and it was impofTibie U 
but the Saxons , informed of this event, muft 
have regarded with fome degree of veneration a 
dodrine , which had acquired the afcendant over 
all their brethren. However limited in their views, 
they could not but have perceived a degree of 
cultivation in the fouthern countries beyond what 
they themfelves poffcffed ; and it was natural for 
them to yield to that fuperior knowledge, as well 
as zeal, by which the inhabitants of the Chriftian 
kingdoms were even at that time diftingullhcd. 

But thefe caufes might long have failed of 
producing any confiderable effed , had not a 
favourable incident prepared the means for intro- 
ducing Chriftianity into Kent. Ethelbert^ in his 
fathers lifetime, had married Bertha., the only 
daughter of Caribert , king of ^aris '* , one of the 
defccndants of Clovis, the conqueror of Gaul; 
but before he was admitted to this alliance , he 
was obliged to ftipiilate , that the princefs fiiould 
enjoy the free exercife of her religion ; a con* 
ceffion not difficult to be obtained from the ido-r 
Jatrous Saxons ". Bertha brought over a French 
bifhop to the court of Canterbury; and being 
zealous for the propagation of her religion, ihc 
bad been very affidqous in her devotional exer- 
cifes , had fupported the credit of her faith by an 
irreproachable condud, and had epiploycd every 



'' Greg, of Tours , lib. 9. cap. 26. H. Hunting, lib. 15. 
M Bede, lib. i. cap. 25. Bro^npton, p. 72^. 
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4 H A p. art of infiQuation and. addrels to reconcile her 
t hufband to Iicr religious principles. Her popularity 
in the court, and her influence over Ethelbeft, 
had fo well paved the way for the reception of 
the Chriftian dodrine , that Gregory , firnamed 
the Great ^ then Roman pontiff, began to enter- 
tain hopes of effedling a projed which he 
himfelf , before he mounted the papal throne , 
had once embraced , of converting the Britifh 
Saxons. 

It happened , that this prelate , being at that 
time in a private ftation , had obferved in the 
market-place of Rome fome Saxon youth ex- 
pofed to fale, whom the Roman merchants, in 
their trading voyages to Britain ^ had bought of 
their mercenary parents. Struck with the beauty 
of their' fair ^complexions and blooming counte- 
nances , Gregory aflced to what country they 
belonged; and being told they were Angles^ he 
replied, that they ou^ht more properly to be 
denominated angei$: It was a pity that the Prince 
of Darknefs fliould enjoy fo fair a prey , and that 
fo beautiful a frontifpiece (hould cover a mind 
deftitute of internal grace and righteoufnefs. En- 
quiring farther concerning the name of their 
province, he was informed^ that it was Deiri, a 
diftridl of Northumberland : Dciri ! replied he » 
that is good! They are called to the mercy of God 
from his anger , De ira* But what is the name of 
the king of that province ? He was told it was JEUa 
or Alia: AUeluiahy cried he: TFe mi(ft \ endeavour ^ 
tliat the praifes of God be fury in their co^mtrj/. 
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Moved by thcfc allufions , which appeared to c H a p« 
him fo happy , he determined to undertake, u 
himfelf, a ipiffion into Britain ; and having obtained 
the Pope's approbation , he prepared for that 
perilous journey : But his popularity at home vra$ 
fo great, that the Romans, unwilling to expofe 
him to fuch dangers, oppofed his defign ; and 
he was obliged for the prefent to lay afide all 
farther thoughts of executing that pious purpofe '\ 
The controvcrfy between the Pagans and the 
Ghriftians was not entirely cooled in that age; 
and no pontiff before Gregory had ever carried 
to greater excefs an intemperate zeal againft the 
former religion. He had waged war with all the 
precious monuments of the ancients, and even- 
wuh their writings; which, as appears from the 
ftrain of his own wit, as well as from the ftyle 
of his compofitions , he had not tafte or geniusr 
fpfficient to comprehend. Ambitious to diftinguifb 
his pontificate by the converfion of the Rridfli 
Satxons , he pitched on Auguftine » a Roman 
monk , and fent him with forty aflbciates to 
preach the gofpel in this ifland. Theft miflionaries, 
terrified with the dangers which mi^ht attend 
their propofing a new dodrine to fo fierce a 
people, of whofe language they were ignordnt, 
ftopped fome time in France, and fent back 
Auguftine to lay the hazards and dilfieidties before 
the Pope, and crave his permiffion to defift from 
the underuking. But Gregory exhorted them to 
perfevere in their purpofe , advifcd them to chufe 

'* Bede^ lib* 29, cap, j. SpdQ. Poac. p. 91. 
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CHAP, fomc interpreters fronj among the Franks » vrhb ' 
I, ftill fpoke the fame language with the Saxons '*, 
and recommended them to the good offices' of 
queen Brunehaut, who. had at this time ufurped 
the fovcreign power in France. This princefs , 
though ftained with every vice of treachery and 
cruelty, either poffeffed or pretended great zeal 
for the caufc; and Qregory acknowledged, that 
to her friendly affiftance was, in a great meafure, 
owing the fuccefs of that undertaking *'. 
^y^Ae^^'^ Augustine, on his arival in Kent in the year 
j^^ o^, ^ g^^ *t ^ found the danger much lefs than he had 
apprehended. Ethelbcrt, already well • difpofed 
towards the Ghrillian f^th , afligned him a habit- 
ation in the ifle of Thanet ; ai^ foon after 
admitted, him to a conference. Apprehenfive , 
^however, left fpells or enchantments might be 
employed againft him by priefts, who brought an 
unknown worfliip from a diftant country, he had 
the precaution to receive them in the open air, 
where , he believed, the force of their magic 
would be more eafily diflipated **. Here Auguftine, 
hy means of his interpreters, delivered to him .the 
tenets of the Chriftian faith , and promifed him 
eternal. joy5 above, and a kingdom in heaven 
without end, if he would be perfuaded to receive 



*^ Bede , lib, T. cap. 23. 

'• Greg. Epift. lib. 9. epift. 56, Spell. Cone. p. 82. 



4X 
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Higden, Polychron. lib. 5. Chron. Sax. p. 23. 
Bede , lib. i. cap. 25. H- Hunting, lib. 3. Brompton f 
p. .729. Parker, Antiq. Brit Eccl, p. 61. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE H E P T A R C H Y. 4S 

that falutary dodlrine. ". *' Your words and ch a p. 

^' promifes ^ " replied Ethclbert , ^' are fair ; but i 

." bccaufe they are new and uncertain, I cs^not 

^ eixtirely yield to them, and reJinquifh the prin- 

^ ciples , which I and my anceftors have fo long 

." maintained. You are welcome, however s'^ti 

" remain here in peace;' and as you have undef- 

" taken fo long a journey, folely, as it appears*, for 

** what you belifcve to be for our advantage , I 

" will fupply you with ali neccffaries,,and permk 

" you to deliver your dodrine to'iny^fobjcdls **. 

Augustine , eacouragcd by thi^'favour^bte 

reception , and feeing jbow a profpeft vi ludcefs', 

prpceedcd wjtb: redoubled zeal to: prtjath thre 

gofpel td. the' Kentifh Saxons. He ^WJtradled tlieir 

attention by the aufterity of his manners; by the 

fcvere penances to which c he :fubjc<flcd' himfelf, 

by the abftincnce and ieif^denial which he pra^- 

tifed: And having eixoited theii^ Wqufder by a 

,€Ourfe of- life, which , appeared fol contrary ^to 

nature, he procured more eafily' their belief Of 

miracles, which, it was ..pretended^* he wrought 

for their converfioh *'.' Influenced by.tHefe^dtive*, 

.and by the, declared. favour of the court, nujfifrbefs 

vof the Kentifh men wprc baptized^* and tkc king 

himfelf was perfuaded to fubroitJtO' that xitc of 

Chrifiianity. His example had great: inHuence 



*• Bedc, lib. I. cap. 25. Chron. W. Thoni, p. 1759^ 
** Bede, lib, I. cap. 255. H. Hunting. Kb. 3. Bromp^tHi, 
p. 7^9*. . — * 

*' Bede, lib. j. cap. z6. / 
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CHAP* vrith his fubjeds ; but he employed no force to 
]|^ bring them over to the new dodrine. Augulline 
thought proper , in the commencement of his 
miflSon to affume the appearance of the greateft 
lenity: He tdd Ethelbert, that the fervice of 
Chrift mud be entirely voluntary , and that no • 
violence ought ever to be ufed in propagating fo 
ialutary a dodrine '^ 

The intelligence , received of thefe fpiritual 

Conquefts , afforded great joy to the Romans; 

l^bo now exulted as much in thofe peaceful 

trophies, as their anceftors had ever done in their 

r r. , "i^ .JBELoXk faneuinary triumphs , and mod fplehdid 

' Victories. Gregory wrote a letter to Ethelbert, in 

^ which , after informing him that the end of the 

(world was approachmg « he exhorted him to 

difplay his zeal in the converfion of his fubjeds , 

to exert rigour againft the worihip of idols, and 

to build up the good work of holineis by every 

expedient of exhortation, terror, blandifiiment, 

or corredion *^ : A dodrine more fluitable to that 

age , and to the ufual papal maxims , than 

the tolcratitig principles, which AuguiVine had 

thought it prudent to inculcalte. The pontiff aJfo 

anfwetftd fome queftions , which the miflionary 

bad ipnt toaoeming the government oi the new 

church of Kent. Beftdes other queries, which it^ 

is not material here to relate , AugufUne aOted, 

^^ Ibid. cap. z6. H. Hontiag. lib. }• 
*' IJcdc, lib. i, cap, 3 a. Brompton, p. 7Jt. SpdL 
Cone. p. 86,. / 
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Whether coujtn -per mans might be allowed to marry? c H A f • 
Gregory anfwercd , that that liberty had indeed i. 
been formerly granted by the Roman law; but 
that experience had Ihewn , that no iflue could 
ever come from fuch marriages ; and he therefore 
prohibited them. Auguftine aflced , Whether a 
woman pregnant might be baptized? Gregory anfwer. 
cd, that he faw no objedion. Howfoon after the 
birth the child might receive baptifm ? It was anfwered. 
Immediately , if necefTary. How foon a husband 
might have commerce with liis wife after htr delivery? 
Not till (be had given fuck to her child; a pradice 
to which Gregory exhorts all women. Howfoon 
a man might enter the churchy or receive the facrament^ 
after having had commerce with his wife ? It was 
replied, that, unlels he had approached her without 
defire , merely for the falgs of propagating his 
fpecies , he was not without fin . But in all cafes 
it was requifite for him , before he entered the 
church , or communicated , to purge himfelf by 
prayer and ablution ; and he ought not, even after 
vfmg thefe precautions, to participate immediately 
of the iacred duties '*. There are tome other 
queflions and replies ftill more indecent and more 
ridiculous '*. And on the vrhole, it appears, that 

*• Bcdc , lib. I. cap. 27. Spell. Cona p. 97, 98, 99. etc. 

'* AQguftine aiks. Si nmlier menftruA eonfuetutUnt 
tenetwr ^ an ecclejtam ifstrstre ti licet ^ astt facra comm 
msmionif facramenta ftrcipere? Gregory anfwert , Sonets 
commuuionis myfterium in eifdem diebus fercipen nme 
debet probiberi. Si am$em ex veneratione magnh fercipere 
uon frafumijHT , laudanda #/?. Auguftine alks , Si f^ 
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C H A P.J. Gregory and his iniflionary , if fympathy of it\zxi- 

• I0 ners have any influence , were better calculated 

' than men of more refined underftandings , for 

' making a progrefs with the ignorant and barbarous 

Saxons. 

Thb more to facilitate the reception of Chrif- 

tianity, Gregory enjoined Auguftine to remove 

■ the idols from the Heathen altars , but not t6 

deftroy the altars themfelves; becaufe the people, 

he faid, would be allured to frequent the Chriftiati 

'worfhip, when they found it celebrated in a place, 

'which they were accuftomed to revere. And as 

•the Pa^an^ pradifed facrifices, and feafted with 

• the prieftst^n their offerings^ he alfo exhorted the 
'itiiHionary to perfuade them, on Chriftian feftrvals, 

to kill their cattle in the neighbourhood of the 

' church, and to indulge themfelves in thofe cheerful 

. entertainmertt's, to which they had been babituat- 

'cd . Thefe political- compliances fiiew, that, 

"nbtwithftariding his ignorance and prejudices, he 

was not unacquainted with the arts of governing 
"mankiiid. Auguftine was confecrat^d archbifhop 

of Canterbury, was endowed by Gregory tvith 

authority over all the Bfitilh churches, and receive*! 
^the pall , a badge of ecclvftaftical honour , ffom 

Rome ^'. Gregory alfo advifed him not to be too 

^illuponemy qua per fomnnm fokt accidere ^ vel coypiiS 
' Domini quiLbet accipere valeat ; vel , Jt facerdos Jk , 
facta wyfleria celebrare*? Gregory anfwers this learned 

• queftion by many learned diftinctions. 

V ^* Bede, lib. t. cap. 30. Spell. Cone. p. 89. Greg. 
Epid lib. <)• cpift. 7f. . 

'' Chron. Sax. p. 23, 24, much 
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iriuch elated with- his gift of working miracles ^*; c i! A t»i 
and asAuguftine, proud of^the fuccefs of his h 
irriflion , feemcd to think himfelf entitled to ex- 
tend his authority over the bilhops of Gaul, the 
Pope informed him, that they lay entirely without 
the bounds of his jurifdidion ^\ 

The marriage of Ethelbert with bertha, and 
much more his embracing Chriftianity , begat a 
connexion of his fubjects with the French, Italians^ 
and other nations on the continent ^ and tended 
to reglaim them frdm that grofs ignorance and 
barbarity, in which all the Saxon tribes had been 
hitherto involved '*. Et^elbert ajfo enacled '% 
with dj^e confent of tke ftates of his kingdom , a 
body of laws, the firft written laws promulgated 
fcy any of the northern .oonqueror^; and his. reign 
\va8 in every refpecl glorious to himfelf, and 
beneficial to his people. He governed the kingdonl 
of Kent ilfty yevirss and dying in 6i6y left the 
fucceffion to his fon, Eadbald. This prince feduced * 

by- a p;iflion .for his n othcr-in-law , defcried for 
fome time the Chrinian faith, wliich permitted 
not thefe iiicef^uous marriages : lih whole peoplef - 
immediately returned with him to idolatry. Lail- 
rentius , the f'uccelTor of Auguftine, found '.he? 
Ctriftian Worlhip wholly abandoned, and was 

/* H._ Hunting, lib; 3. SpelL Concj. pag; ^3. Bocte^ 
i^b t. Greg. Fpift; lib 9 epill. 60. 
^' Bedfe, lib. I. cap 27. - 
'* yi'nU Malm, p/ Id. 

Wilkins Leges S;jfc p. I J/. ' ^ • 

Vou I. E 
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^ H A p. preparing to return to France, in order to cfcape 
I, the mortification of preaching the gcfpel without 
fruit to the infidels. JMellitus and Juftus, who 
Iiad been confecrated bifbops of London and 
Rochefter^ bad already departed the kingdom ''* ; 
when Laurentius , before he fhould entirely aban- 
don his dignity, made one effort to reclaim the 
King. He appeared before that prince ; and 
throwing off his veftments , (bowed his body 
all torn with bruifes and (Iripes , which he had 
received. Eadbald , wondering that any man 
Ibould have dared to treat in that manner a perfon 
of his rank, was told by Laurentius, that he had 
rVv/>#t |<'*^|received this chaflifement from St. Pefiv, the 
^i.^^uU <i.ryr jp^ijjc^ q£ tij^ apoflJes, who had appeared to him 






'y^in a vifion , and feverely reproving him for his 
4 ^rj intention to defeirt his charge, had inflided ^^ 
^ ' him thefe vifible marks of his difpleafure 



'•Jr w^ ;.♦ J^Vv'l Whether Eadbald was flruck with the miracle, 

//./rfwyj;, *.'-/-% or influenced by fome other motive, he divorced 

/ *iH,^yr^ y^^ bimfelf from his mother-in-law, and returned to 

. "'"^ «*<--/ — l^ the profeffion of Chriftianity^' : His whole people 

returned with him. Eadbald reached not the fame 

or authority of his father , and died in 640 , after 

a reign of twenty-five years } leaving tWo fons , 

Erminfrid and Ercombcrt. 

Ercombert , though the youngeft fon , by 
Emma, a French princels, found means to mount 



'" Bede, lib. 2. cap. S- 

^' Ibid. cap. 6. Chron. Sax. p. 26. H^fden , lib 5. 

V BrofljptoDp p, 73^» 
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the throne. He is celebrated by Bede for two chap, 
exploits , for eftablifhing the hfX of Lent m his i« 
kingdom, and for utterly extirpating idolatry; 
vrbich, notwithftanding the prevalence of Chrif* 
tianity ^ had hitherto been tolerated by the two 
preceding monarchs. He reigned twenty -four 
years; and left the crown to Egbert, his fon» 
who reigned nine years. This prince is renowned 
for his encouragement of learning; but infamous 
for putting to death his two coufm-germans, fons 
of Erminfrid , his uncle. The ecclefiaftical writers 
praife him for his beftowing on his fifter Dom« * 
nona, foroc lands in the iflc of Thaaet, where 
ibe founded a monaftery. 

The bloody precaution of Egbert could not 
fix the crown on the head of his (on^ Edric. 
Lothaire , brother to the deceafed prince took 
poflfeffion of die kingdom, i aind, in order to fecure 
the power in his family , he aflbciated with him 
Richard^ his fbn, in the adminiftratioa of the 
government. Edric, the dHjpofleffed prince, had 
recourfe to Edilwach, kii^ of Suffex, for afliftance; 
and being fupported by that prince , fought 4 
battle with his uncle, who was defeated and flain. 
Richard fled into Germany, and afterwards died 
in Lucca , a city of Tufcany. William of Mai* 
meibury afcribes Lothaire's bad fortune to two 
crimes , his concurrence in the murder of his 
coulins, and his contempt forreliques ^*. 

Lothaire reigned eleven years; Edric, his 
fucccflbr, only two. Upon the death of the 

'• Will. Malm. p. II. 

£ Z 
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Q^ H k V latter, which happened in 686, Wldred, hw bro- 
h ther, obtained poffeflion of the crown. But a« the 
fucceflion had been of late fo much disjomed by 
revolutions and ufurpations, fa<ftion began to prevail 
among the nobility; which invited Cedwalla^ 
king of WefTcx, with his brother Mollo, to 'atuck, 
the kingdom, Thefe invaders commixed great 
devaftatipns in Kent ; but the death of Mollo ,- 
who was flain in a fldrmifh '* , gave a fhorr 
breathing-time to that kingdom. Widred reftored, 
. the affairs of Kent; and after a reign of thirty-two 
years *', left the crown to his pofterity. Eadbert, 
Ethelberfc, andAlric, his defcendaats, fucceffively. 
mounted the throne. After the death of the laft^ 
which happened in 794, the royalfamily ofKent was 
cxtinguifhed ; and every fadious leader who could 
cnt3crtain hopes of afcending the throne, threw 
the ftatc- into confufioil. ** JEgbert, ^whor firft 
fuccccd^d , reigned bit two years •; Cuthred , 
brother to the king- of Mercia, Cxyears^ Baldred, 
an illegitimate branch of &hc royal family, eighteen : 
And.after a i troublefora^ and. precarious reign, 
^J, 2 be was , ; in the y«ar,i2^, expelled by Egbert, 
king of Weffex, who diffolved the Saxon hept-' 
archy , and united the fcvcral kingdoms under, 
bis dominion. 

•• Higden, Ub. 5. 
^ *' Chron. Sax, p. 52. 

• ^ WilL Malmof. lib. r. ca;. i. p. 11. 
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The Kingdom of NORTHUMBERLAND. ^ '^ ^^ '• 

jfx D E L F R I D, king of Bernicia , having married ^ 
Acca, the daughter of ^lla, king of Dciri , and ^«- 
cxpellcd her infant brother, lidwin , had united 
all the counties north of Humber into one mon- 
archy,, and acquired a great afcendant in the 
heptarchy. He alfo fprcad the terror of the Saxon 
arms to the neighbouring people ; and by his 
vidories over the Scots and Fids , as well as 
Wcllh, extended on all fides the bounds of his 
dominions. Having laid fiege to Chefter, the 
Britons marched out with all their forces to 
engage him ; and they were attended by a body 
of 1250 monks from the monaftery of Bangor , 
who ftood at a fmall diftance from the field of 
< battle, in order to encourage the con;batant<; by 

their prefence and exhortations. Adclfrid enquiring 
the purpofe of this unufual appearance, was told , 
that thefe priefts had come to pray againft him : 
Then are they as much our enemies , faid he , as thofe 
who intend to fight aifainjl us*\' And he immediately 
fent a detachment, who fell upon them, and did 
fuch execution, that only fifty efcaped with their 
lives- '*. The Britons , aftonilhed at this event., 
received a total defeat: Chefter was obliged to 
furrender: And Adclfrid , purfuing his vicjojy, 
made himfelf mafter of Bangor , and entirely 
demolilhed the monaftery ^^ a building fo extehfivct • 



" Brompton, p. 779, - 
** Trivet, apud Spell. Cone. p. 1 11. 
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CHAP, that there was a mile's diftancc from one gate of 
I. it to another ; and it contained two thoufand one 
jC hundred monks, who arc laid to have been there 
maintained by their own labour *'. 

Notwithstanding Adelfrid's fuccels in war, 
he lived in inquietude on account of young Ed- 
win, whom he had unjuftly difpoffefled of the 
crown of Dei'ri. This prince, now grown to 
man's eftate, wandered from place to place, in^ 
continual danger from the attempts of Adelfrid; 
and received at laft prote(5tion in the court of Red- 
wald , king of the Eaft-Angles ; where his engag- 
ing and gallant deportment procured him general 
' eftccm and affeAion. Redwald , however, was 
ftrongly folicited by the king of Northumberls^id 
to kill or deliver up his gueft: Rich prefents 
were promifed him, if he would comply; and 
war denounced againft him , in cafe of his re- 
fufal. After rejecUng fevcral meffages of this 
kind , his generofity began to yield to the moti- 
ves of intereft; and he retained tfte lad ambaflador, 
till he fbould come to a refolution in a cafe of 
fuch importance. Edwifi , informed of his friend^ 
perplexity, was yejt determined at all hazards to 
remain in Eaft-A^glia; and thought, that , if the 
protedion of-^at court failed him, it were bet- 
ter to die than prolong a life fo ttiuch expofed to 
the perfecutions of his powerful rival. This con- 
fidence in Redwald's honour and friendibip, 
with his other accomplilbments , engaged the 

•* Bcdc , lib. a* a^. %. W. Maimer, lib. i. c^p. 3. 
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Queen on his fide; and fhe effedually reprefent- c H 4 K 
cd to her huflband the infamy of delivering up to i. 
certain deflrudion their royal gueft, who had 
fled to them for protedion againft his cruel and. 
jealous enemies "/. Redwald , embracing more 
generous refolutions , thought it fafeft to prevent 
Adelfrid , before that prince was aware of his 
intention, and to attack him while he was yet 
unprepared for defence. He marched fuddenly with 
an army into the kingdom of Northumberland, 
and fought a battle with Adelfrid; in which 
that monarch was defeated and killed , after Re- 
venging himfelf by the death of Regner, fon of 
Redwald*'. His. own fons, Eanfrid, Ofwald, 
and Ofwy, yet infants, were carried into Scot- 
land ; and Edwin obtained poffeflion of the crown 
of Northumberland. 

Edwin was the greateft prince of the heptar- 
chy in that age, and diftinguifhed himfelf, both 
by his influence over the other kingdoms ", and 
by the ftrid execution of juftice in his own 
dominions. He reclaimed his fubjeds from the 
licentious life , to which they had been accuftom- , ^ 

cd; and it was a common laying, that during] ^*^^*,^/'^'' 
his reign a woman or child might openly carry/ 
every where a purfc of gold , without any dan- j 
ger of violence or robbery. There is a remark-^ 
able inllance, traniinitted to us, of the affedioa 

•' W. Malmcf. lib i . cap. 3. H. Hunting, lib. 3. Beck. 
" Bede , lib. 2. cap. I2> Brompton, p. 781* 
•* Chron. Sax. p. 27. 

E4 
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CHAP, borne him by his fervants. Cuichelmc, king of 
^' WefTex , was his enemy ; but finding himfclf 
pqable to maintain open war againft fo gallant 
and powerful a prince , he determined to ufp 
treachery agaiqft hirp , and he employed one 
Eumer for that criminal purpofc. The affaflin , 
•having obtained admittance, by pretending to 
deliver a mefli^ge from Cuichelmc , drew his dag- 
ger, and ruflied uj)on the King. Lilla, an officer 
of l)is army, feejng his mafter's danger, and hav- 
ing no other means of defence, interpofed with 
his own body between the King and Eumer's dag- 
ger, \vhich was puflied with fuch violence, tha^ 
after piercing Lilla\ it even wounded Edwin: But 
before the atfaflin could renew his blow, he wa^ 
difpatched by the King's attendants. 

Thj: Kaft- Angles confpired againft RedWald, 
their Kipg; and having put him to death, they 
pfFered their crown to Edwin, of whofe valour 
?ind capacity they had experience, while he re- 
fided among th^m. But Edwin , from a fenfe of 
gratitude towards his bencfador, obliged them to 
fubmit to'Earpwold, the fon of Redw^ld ; and 
that prince preferved his authority , though on 9, 
precarious footing, under the protedion of the 
Korthumbrian monarch ". 

Edwin ^ after his acceflion to the crown, mar- 
ried Hthelburga, the daughter of Ethelbcrr, King 
of Kent. This princefs, emulating the glory of 
J)cr mother Bertha , who had been the inftruqftcnt 

'' CuL Malmcf. lib. i. cap. g,* 
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for converting her hufband and his people to c t A pJ 
Ghriftianity, carried Paullinus, a learned bifhop, t. 
along with her ** ; and befidcs ftipulating a toles* 
ration for the exercife of her own religion, which 
^vas readily granted her, flie ufed every reafon to 
perfuade the King to embrace it. Edwin , like a ' 
prudent prince , hefitated on the propofal ; but * 
promifed to examine the foundations of that doci- 
trine; and declared, that, if he found them fatis- 
fadory, he was willing to be converted *'. Ac- 
cordingly he held feveral conferences with Paul- 
linus; canvaffed the- arguments propounded with 
the wifeft of his courifellors; retired frequently 
from company, in order to revolve alone that 
important queftion ; and , after a ferious and long 
enquiry, declared in favour of the Chriftian re- 
ligion **• The people foon after imitated his ex- 
ample. Befides the authority and influence of 
the King , they were moved by another ftriking 
example. Coifi, the high-prieft, being con- 
verted after a public conference with Paullinus , 
led the way in deftrdying the images, which he 
tad fo long worfllipped , and was forward inr 
making this atonement for his paft idolatry *'. 

This able prince perifhed with his fon, Osfrid, 
in a great battle which he fought agarnft Penda, 
king of Mercia, and Cxdwalla, king oi the 

H. Hpnting. Jib. 3. 
Bcde , lib. 2. cap. 9. 
** Bede, lib. 2. cap. 9. ivTalnief. lib i. cap. 3. ^ 
Bede, lib. ^. cap. 13. 'Brbmpton, Higden, lib. 5. 
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CHAP. Britons •*. That event, which happened ia the 
h forty-eighth year of Edwin's age and feventcenth 
of his reign *', divided the monarchy of Northum- 
berland , which that prince had united in his per- 
fon. Eanfrid, the fon of Adelfrid, returned 
with his brothers , Ofwald and Ofwy , from 
Scotland^ and took poffeffion of Bernicia, bis 
' paternal kingdom: Ofric, Edwin's coufm-ger- 
\ man, eftablifhed himfelf in Deiri, the inheritance 
of his family; but to which the fons of Edwio 
had a preferable title. Eanfrid, the elded fur- 
viving fon, fled to Penda, by whom he was 
trcacheroufly flain. The younger fon , Vufcfrxa, 
with Yifi, the grandfon of Edwin, by Osfrid, 
fought protedlion in Kent, and not finding them* 
felves in fafcty there , retired into France to King 
Dagobert , where they died *'. 

OsRic , King of Dei'ri , and Eanfrid of Ber- 
nicia returned to. Paganifm ; and the whole peo- 
ple fbem to have returned with them ;' fince Paul- 
linus, who was the firft archbifliop of York, and 
who had converted them, thought proper to 
retire with Ethelburga, the Queen Dowager, 
into Kent Both thefe Northumbrian kings per 
rifhed foon after, the firft in battle againd Caed- 
walla, the Briton; the fecond by the treachery 
of that prince. Ofwald, the brother of Ean- 
frid , of the race of Bernicia , united again the 

•* MatdL Weft. p. 1 14 Chrcm. Sax. p. 29. 
•^ W. Maimer. Ub- i. c^. 3. 
" Bede , lib. 2. cap* 20^ 
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kingdom of Northumberland in the year 634, chap* 

and reftored the Chrlftian religion in his domi- l. 

nions. He gained a bloody and well - difputed 

battle againft Csedwalla ; the lad vigorous effort 

v^hich the Britons made againft the Saxons. 

Ofwald is much celebrated for his fenAity and 

charity by the Monkiflj hiftorians; and they pre-]^/* 4A# lA^r^ 

tend, that his reliques wrought miracles , parti- > Qi^y^i* /// 

cularly the curing of a fick horfe , which had ) 

approached the place of his interment". 

Hb died in battle againft Penda, king of Mer- 
cia, and was fuccceded by his brother, Ofwy; 
who eftablifbed himfelf in the government of all ^ ' 

the Northumbrian kingdom , by putting to death 
Ofwin , the fon of Ofric , the laft king of the 
race of Deiri. His fon Egfrid fuccceded him; 
who perifhing in battle againft the Pids, without q, . ,^ 

leaving any children, becaufe Adelthrid, his wife, rJ^/^. ' ^ /\j 
refufed to vjolate her vow of chaltity, Alfred,^ >/^^;^; 
his natural brother, acquired pofTeflion of the 
kingdom, which he governed for nineteen years; 
and he left it to Ofred , his fon , a boy of eight 
years of age. This prince , after a reign of eleven 
years , was murdered by Kenrcd his kinfmari , 
who, after enjoying the crown only a year, 
perifhed by a like fate. Ofric, and after him 
Celwulph the fon of Kented , next mounted the 
throne, which the latter relinquilhcd in the year 
7j8, in favour of Eadbert his coufin - gcrman , 
wbo^ imitating his predeceflbr, abdicated the 



•f 



Bede, lib. 3. cap. 9. 
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CHAP, crown , and retired into a monaftcry. Ofwolf , 
I. fon of Eadbert, was flain in a fedition, a year - 
after his acceflion to the crown; and Mollo, 
who was' not of the royal family, feized the 
crown. He periflied by the treachery of Ailred, 
a prince of the blood; and Ailred, having fuc- 
ceedcd in his defign upon the throne, was foon 
after expelled by his fnbjeds. Ethclred, his ftic- 
ceflbr, the fon of IVIoUo, underwent a like fate. 
Celwold, jhe next king, the brother of Ailred, 
was depofed and flain by the people, and his 
place was filled by Ofred, his nephew, who, 
after a Ihort reign of a year, made way for 
Ethelbert, another fon of-Mollo, whofe death 
was equally tragical with that of almoft all his 
preaecefTors. After Kthelbert's death an univerfal 
anarchy prevailed in Northumberland; and the 
people, having, by fo many fatal revolutions, 
loft all attachment to their government and prin- 
ces, were well prepared for fubjedlion to a foreign 
yoke; which Egbert, king of Weffex, fimily 
iropofed upoh them. 

The Kingdom of EAST-ANGLIA, 

A HE hiftory of this kingdom contains nothing 
memorable, except the converfion ofEarpwold; 
the fourth king, and great-grandfon of Uffa, the 
founder of the monarchy. The authority of Ed- 
win, king of Northumberland, on whom that 
prince entirely depended, engaged him to ^ take 
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thU ftep: But foon after, his wife, wha was an o H a p. 
idolatrefe, brought him back to her religion ; and i. 

be was found unable to refift thofe alJurcments, 
which have feduced the wifeft of mankind. After 
bis death , which was violent, like that of molt 
of the Saxon princes, that did not early retire 
into mpnaftcries, Sigebert, his fucceffor, and 
half- brother , who had been educated in France, 
rcllort^d Chriftianity , and introduced learning 
among the Eaft- Angles. Some pretend that he 
founded the univcrfity of Cambridge, or rather 
fomp fchools in that place. It is ^Imoft impot 
fible, and quite ncedlefs to be more particular in 
relating the tranfadlions of the Eaft-Anglcs. What 
inftruition or entertainment can it give the rcadec 
to hear a long bead-roll of ^barbarous names, 
Egric^' Annas, Hthelbert, Ethelwald, Aldulf, 
Elfwald, Beorne, ttbelred, Ethelbcrt, who fuc- 
ceflivcly murdered, expelled, or inherited from 
each other, and obfcurely filled the throne o£ 
that kingdom? Ethelberc, the laft of thefe prin^ 
ces was treacheroufly murdered by Offa, king 
*of; Mercia, in the year 792, and his ftate was 
thenceforth united with that of Oflfa, as we fhall 
relate prefently. 

The Kingdom of IV1ERCL\ 

iVlERCIA, the largcft, if /ot the mofl power* 
ful kingdom of the Heptarcfty, comprehended all 
the middle counties of England ; and as its fron* 
tiers extended to thofe of ^11 the other fixkingi 
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CHAP, doms, as well as to Wales, it received its name 
U from that circumdance. Wibba, the fon of Crida, 
founder of the monarchy , being placed on the 
throne by Ethelbert, king of Kent, governed his 
paternal dominions by a precarious authority; 
and after his death, Ceorl, his kinfman, was, 
by the influence of the Kentifl^ monarch, prefer- 
red to his fon, Fenda , whofe turbulent charader 
appeared dangerous to that prince. Fenda was 
thus fifty years of age before he mounted tht 
throne ; and his temerity and reftlefs difpofition 
were found nowife abated by time , experience , 
or reflection. He engaged in continual hodilities 
againft all the neighbouring ftates ; and , by bis 
injuftice and violence, rendered himfelf equally 
odious to his own fubjedls and to (Grangers. Sige- 
bert, Egric, and Annas, three kings of Ead- 
Anglia, periOied fuccefldvely in battle againft him ; 
as did alfo Edwin and Ofwald , the two greateft 
princes that had reigned over Northumberland. At 
laft, Ofwy, brother to Ofwald, having defeated 
and flain him in a decif.ve battle, freed the 
world from this fanguinary tyrant Feada, his 
fon, mounted the throne of Mercia in 655 , and 
lived under the proteAion of Ofwy, whofe 
daughter he had efpoufed. This princels was 
^ educated in the Chriftian faith , and fhe employed 
her influence with fuccels , in converting her 
hufband knd his fubjeds to that religion. Thus 
the fair fex have had the merit of introducing the 
Chriftian dodrine into all the moft confiderable 
kingdoms of tlie Saxoa Heptarchy. Feada died 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1:^ H E HEPTARCHY. 63 

m< violent death *'. Hisfon, Wolfhcrc, fucceeded c b a p« 
to the governments^ and alter having reduced to JU 
dependence the kingdoms of EfTex and Kaft- 1 
Anglia , be left the crown to his brother , Ethel- 
red , who , though a lover of peace , fhowed 
biinfelf not unfit for military enterprizes. Belides 
making a fuccelsful expediuon into Kent, he 
repulfed Egfrid, king of Northumberland, who 
bad invaded his dominions ; and' he flew in batde 
Elf win, the brother of that prince. Defirous, 
however , of compofing all animofities with 
Egf rid , he payed him a fum of money , as a 
coropenlktion for the lois of his brother. After a 
profperous reign of thirty years , he refigned the 
crown to Kendred , fon of Wolfhere and retired 
into the monaflery of Bardney ". Kendred 
returned the prefent of the crown to Ceolred^ 
the fon of Ethelred; and making a pilgrimage to 
Rome , pafled his life there in penance and 
devotion. The place of Ceolrcd was fupplied by 
Etbdbald , great * grand - nephew to Penda by 
Alwy^ his brother; and this prince, being flain 
in a mutiny 9 was fucceeded by Offa ,. who was 
a degree more remote from Penda , by Eawa , 
another brother. 

Thi$ prince, who mounted the throne in 
755 '**9 ^^^ fome great qualities, and was fuc^ 

** Hugo Candidas . p9g. 4. fays that he was treacheroufly 
murdered by his queen, from whofe perfuafioa he had 
embraced Chriftianicy; but this account of the matter 19 
found in that hiftorian alone. 

•• Bcde , lib. 5. 

"• Chron. Sax.p^ 59. 
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H A p. cefsful in his warlike entefprizcs againd Lotbaire^ 
^ king of Kent, and Kcnwulph, king of Weffcx. 
He defeated the former in a bloody battle at 
.Otford upon the Darcnt, and reduced his king- 
dom to a ftate of dependence ': He gained a 
victory over the latter at Benfmgton in Oxford? 
fliire ; and conquering that country , together . 
with that of Gloceftcr , annexed both to 
his dominions. But all thefe fuccelTes were 
Aained by his treacherous murder of Ethelbert, 
Jcing of the Eaft- Angles » and his violent feizing 
of that kingdom. This young prince , Avho is 
4aid to have poffeffed griat merit, had paid his 
-addreffes to Elfrida, the daughter of OflFa, and 
was invited with all his retinue to Hereford , in 
^rder to folemnize the nuptials^ . Amidd. the Joy 
and feftivity of thefe entertainments , ' he was 
Seized by QfFa , and fecre^ly beheaded. 2 Arid 
though Elfrida, who abhorred her father's treachery 
had time to give warning ;to the Eaft- Anglian 
nobility, who cfcaped into their own country, 
Offa, having extinguiflied the royal family, fuc. 
ceedcd in bis dcfign of Xubduing thac kingdom '", 
.The perfidious prince, defirous of re-^eftablifbing 
his charadler in the world , and perhaps of appeat 
ing the remorfes of his. own confcicnce ^ payed 
great court to the clergy, and pradifed all the 
monkifli devotions , fo much efteemed in that 
ignorant and fuperRitious age. He gave the 
<enth of his goods to the church '*' ; befkowed 

'•'^ Brompton, p. 750, y^i, 752. 

*** Spad. Couc. p. 308. Broinpton , p. '^^6^ 

tkh 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



rich donations on the cathedral of Hereford ; and c H A ?• 
even made a pilgrimage to Rome , %vhere hi$ t 
great power and riches could not fell of procuring 
him the papal abfulutioil. The better to ingratiate 
himfelf with the fovereigh pontiff, he engaged to 
pay him a yearly donation for the fupport of an 
Englilh college at Rome '*^ and in order to 
raife the fum; he impofed a tax of a penny oa 
each houfe poffeffed of thirty pence a year. 
This impofition , being afterwards levied on all 
England , was cOmmonly denominated Peter*s 
pence '**; and though conferred at firft as a gift, 
was afterwards claimed as a tribute by the Romaa 
pontiff. Carrying his hypocrify ftill farther , 
Offa, feigning to be direfted by a vifion from 
heaven , difcovered at Verulan^ the reliques of 
St. Alban, the martyr, and endowed a magnifi- 
cent monaftery in that place *''. Moved by all 
thefe ads of piety, Malmcftjury, one of the beft: 
of the old Englilh hiftorians , declares himfelf at 
a lofs to determine *** whether the merits ot 
crimes of this prince preponderated. Otfadied, 
after a reign of thirty -nirie years, in 7q4 "^ 

This prince was become fo conliderable in the 
Heptarchy, that the emperor Charlemagne entered 
into an alliance and friendfhip with himj 4 



'•* Spell, ^onc. p* 230. 310. 313* 
'•* Higden, lib. $. 

"^* Ingulph. p. g.'W. Maimer, lib. t. cap* 4. 
Lib. 1. cap. 4. 



V^ Chron. Sax. p* 65. 
Vol. L 
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CHAP, circumftancc, which did honour to OfFa; asdiftant 
I. princes at that timfe had ufually little communi- 
cation with each other. That emperor being a 
great lover of learning and learned men, in an 
age very barren of that ornament, Oflfa, at his 
dcfirc, fent him over Alcuin, a clergyman much 
celebrated for his knowledge, who received great 
honours from Charlemagne, and even became his 
preceptor in the fciences. The chief reafon, 
why he had at firft defired the company of Alcuin» 
was that he might oppofe his learning to the 
herefy of Felix, bifliop of Urgel in Catalonia; 
who maintained, that Jefus Chrift, confidcred in 
his human nature, could, more properly, be 
denominated the adoptive than the. natural fon of 
God "'. This herefy was condemned in the 
council of Francfort, held in 794, and confifting 
of 300 bifhops. Such were the queftions which 
were agitated in that age, and which employed 
the attention, not only of clbyftered fcholars, 
but of the wifeft and greateft princes '**. 

EoFRlTHfucceeded to his father, OfFa, but fur- 

vived Jiim only five months "*; when he made 

way for Kenulph , a defcendant of the royal family. 

This prince waged war againft Kent ; and taking 

tr, dtr/-^. Egbert, the king, prifoner, he cut off his hands, 

Dupin, cent S.chap, 4. 

'*' Offa , in order to protedl his country from Wales, 
drew a rampart or ditch of a hundred miles in length from 
Bafingwerke in Flintfliire to the South fea near BriftoL &f 
Speeds Defcription of Wales. 

"• Ingulph. p. 6. 
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and put out his eyes; leaving Cuthrcd, his own chap. 
brother, in poffeflion of the crown of that king-? u 

dom. Kcnulph was killed in an infurredion of 
the Eaft- Angliany , whofe crown his predeceffor, 
Offa , had ufurped. He left his fon , Kcnclm , a 
minor ; who was murdered the fame year by his 
fifter, Quendrade, who had entertained the am* 
bltious views of affuming the government "\ 
But Ibe was fupplantcd by her uncle, Ceolulf; 
who , two years after , was dethroned by Beorn- 
lilf. The reign of this ufurper, who was not 
of the royal family, was fhort and unfortunate: 
He was defeated by the Weft-Saxons, apd killed 
by his own fubjeds, the Eaft-Angles "*. Ludican, 
his fucceflbr, underwent the fame fate"'; and, 
WiglaflF^^ who mounted this unftable throne, and 
found every thing in the utmoft confufion , could 
BOt withftand the fortune of Egbert , who united 
all thd Saxo^ kingdoms into bai great monarchy. 
... ' ■ '■' ■ '' • J' 

The . Kingdom: of : ESSE XL ..; 

JL HIS kingdom niade no great figure in the 
Heptarchy ; and the hiftory 6f it is veiy imperfcd. 
Sleda fucceeded to his father , Erkinwin , the 
founder of the monarchy ; and made way for his 
fon, Sebert, who, being nephew to Ethelbert^ ^ 

king of Kent, was perfuaded by that prince to 

Ingulph. p. 7. Brompton,p. ^76. 
Ingulph. p. 7. 
'" Ann. Bcverl. p. 87. 
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c H A P. embrace the Chriftian faith "*. His fons anci' 
!• Conjund fucceffors , Sextcd and Seward , relapfed 
into idolatry, and \vere foon after flain in a battle 
againft the Wcft-Saxoas. To Ihcw the rude 
fnanncr of living in that a^e, Bede tells us "^ 
that thefe two kings exprcffed great defrre to^ 
cat the white bread, diftributed by Mellytus, 
the biihop, at the communion *". But on his 
refufing them , unlefs they would fubmit to be 
baptized , they expelled him their dominions* 
The names of the other princes, who reigned 
fuccefTively inEffex, are Sigebert the little, Sige- 
bert the good, who reftored Chriftianity, Swith- 
elm , Sigheri , Offa. This laft prince , having 
made a vow of chaftity, notwithftanding his 
marriage with Kencfwitba, a Mercian princefs, 
daughter to Penda, went in Pilgrimage to Rome , 
and fliut himfelf up during the reft of his life in 
a cloyfter. .Sflredvhid fiiooeffor^ jreigned^ thirty*: 
eight years; and was the laft of the royal line: 
The failure of gvhich^ threw the kingdom into 
great confiifion , and reduced it to dependence 
"- under Mcrcia "^ Swithcrd firft acquired the 
crown , by the conceffiop of the Mercian princes ; 
and bis death made way for Sigeric, who ended 
bis life in a pilgrimage to Rome. His fucceffor. 



"* Chron. Sax. p. ^24. 

"* Lib. 2. cap. 5. 

"' H. Hunting, lib. 3. Brompton,p. 738, 743. B<de& 

"' Malmef. lib. i. cap. 6. 
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Sjgcrc^, unabteto defend his kiftgdom,fubmitted c n A f. 
fo the vidtorious arms of Egbert. %^ 

The Kingdom of SUSSEX. 

X HE hiftory of this kingdom , the fmaHcft m 
the Heptarchy, is fljil more imperfed than that^ . 
of fiffex. SM2i, the founder of the monarchy, 
left the crown to his fon , Ciffa , who is chifefly 
lemarkabhe for his long reign of feventy-fix years. 
Puring his time , the South-Saxons Ml almofl into 
ft total dependence on the kingdom of Weffex; ; 
and we fcarcely know the names of the princes, 
yfho were poiTelTed of this titular fovereignty* 
Adelwalch , the lafl: of them , was fubdued ia 
battle by Cead walla, king of Weffex, and was 
ilain in the adtion , leaving two infant fons, wfaOs^ 
falling into the hand of the conqueror , wero [ 
murdeied by hira. The abbot of Redford oppofed ■ / 
the order for this execution ; but could only^ ^ < 
prevail on Ccadwalla to fuljpend it, till th^ \ 
Ihould be baptized Berdlbun and Audhwn , twtv 
noblemen of charader, refifted fome time the 
violence of the Wcft-Saxons ; but their oppofitioix 
ferved only to prolong the raifcries of their coun-* 
try; and the fubduing of this kingdom, was tho 
firft ftep, which the Weft-Saxpns made toward% 
acquiring the fole monarchy of England 'l\ 

*'• Brompton, p. gboi 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



70 HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

H A P^ The Kingdom of W E S S E X. 

JL HE kingdom of Wcffex, which finally fwal- 
lowed up all the other Saxon ftates, met with great 
^Z,e ^'A./.<,refiftance on its firft eftablifhment; and the Brit* 
/>//vf a-^ ons, who were now ^nured to arms, yielded not 
tamely their pofleflk>ns to thofe invaders. Cerdic, 
the founder of the monarchy , and his foh , Ken- 
ric , fought many fuccefsful , and fome unfuccefs- 
ful battles, againft'the natives; and the martial 
fpirit, common to all the Saxons, was, by mcan^ 
of thefe hoftilities, carried to the greatcft height 
among this tribe. Ceaulin , who was the fon and 
fucceflbr of Kenric , acd who began his reign in 
560, was ftill more ambitious and cnterprizing 
than his predecefTors ; and by waging continual 
war againft the Britons, he added a great part of 
the counties of Devon and Somerfet to his other 
dominions. Carried along by the tide of fuccefs, 
he invaded the other Saxon ftates in his neigh- 
bourhood , and becoming terrible to all , he pro- 
voked a general confederacy againft him. This; 
alliance proved fuccefsful under the condud of 
Fthelbert , king of Kent; and Ceaulin, who had 
loft the afFedlions of his own fubjedlsbyhis violent 
difpofition, and had now fallen into contempt 
from his misfortunes , was expelled the throne "% 
^and died in exile and mifery. Cuichelme, and 
Cuthwin, hisfons, governed jointly the kingdom, 
till the expulfion of the latter in 591, and the 



lit 



Chron. Sdx. p. 2Z. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE HEPTARCHY. 71 

death of the former in f 93 , ifaade way for Cealric, c H a ] 
to whom fucceeded Ceobald in 593, by whofe 1. 

death, which happened in 611, Kynegils inherited \ 

the crown. This prince embraced Chriftianity "% 
through the perfuaGon of Ofwald , king of North- 
umberland^ who had married his daughter, and 
who had attained a great afcendant in the hept^ 
archy. Kenwalch next fucceeded to the monarchy, 
and dying in 672, left the fucceffion fo much 
difputed, that Sexburga, his widow, a woman 
of fpirit *", kept poffeffion of the governipent till 
her death , which happened two years after. 
Efcwin then peaceably acquired the crown; and, 
after a fhort reign of two years, made way for 
Kentwin; whcl governed nine years. Ceodwalla, 
his fucceflbr, mounted not the throne without 
oppofition; but proved a great prince, according 
to the ideas of thofc times; that is , he was enter- 
prizing , warlike , and fuccefsful. He entirely 
fubdued the kingdom of Suffex, and annexed it 
to his own dominions. He made inroads into 
Kent; but met with rcfiftance from Widred, the 
king, who proved fuccefsful againft IVIollo, 
brother to Ceodwalla , and flew him in a flcirmifh. 
Ceodwalla at laft, tired with wars and bloodflied, 
was feized with a fit of devotion ; beftowed fevdral 
endowments on the church ; and made a pilgrim- 
age to Rome , where he received baptifm , and 

'** Higden, lib. 5. Chron. Sax. p. 15. Amu BevcrL 
p. 94- 

'** Bede, lib. 4. cap. 12. Chron. Sax. p. 4'- 

F4 
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C H A 7« died in 6S9* Ina, bis fucccfTor, inherited the 
I^ military virtues of Ceodwalla , and added to them 
the more valuable ones of jul^ice, policy, and 
prudence. He made war upon the Britons in 
$onTeyfet; and having finally fubdCied that pro* 
vince, he treated the vanqviifhed with an human-i 
ity, hitherto unknown to the Saxon conquerors* 
He allowed the proprietors to retain pofTeffion 
qf their lands, encouraged marriages and alliances 
between them and his ancient fubjeds y and gave 
them the privilege of being governed by the fame 
/ laws, Ihcfelawshe augmented and afcertaincd ; 

and though he was didurbed by foroe infurrec* 
tjons at home, his Jong reign of thirty-feven years 
may be regarded a5^ one of the mod glorious and 
moft profperous of the heptarchy. Ip the decline 
> of his age , he made a pilgrimage to Rome ; and 
^fter bis return ^ fhut himfelf up in a cloyfter, 
where be died. 

Though the kings of Weffexhad always been 
princes of the blood, defcended from Cerdic, the 
iounderof the monarchy, the order of fucccffion 
had been far from exacS; and a more remote 
prince had often found iptjans , to mount the 
throne, in preference to one defcended from a 
nearer branch of the royal family. Ina, therefore, 
having no children of his own , and lying much 
ynder the influence of £thelburga, his queen, 
}eit by will the fucceffion to Ad«lard , her brother, 
who was his remote kinfman : But this deftination 
did not take place without fome difficulty. Ofwald, 
ft prince more nearly allied to tb^ crcwn, took 
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arms againft Adelard; but he being fuppreffed, c H A I^ 
and dying foon after, the title of Adelard was i, 
not any farther difputed ; and in the year 741, he 
was fuccceded by his coufin, Cudrcd. The reign 
of this prince was diftinguifhed by a great vic- 
tory, whi<?h he obtained, by means of Edelhun, 
his general, over Ethelbald , kingofMercia. His 
death made way for Sigebert, his kinfman, who 
goveriied fo ill , that his people rofe in an infur- 
redion, and dethroned him, crowning Cenulph 
ill his flcjid^ The exiled prince found a refuge 
with duke Cumbran ^ governor of Hamp/hirc; 
who , that he might add new obligations to Sige- 
bert, gave him many falutary counfels for his 
future concjud , accompanied with fome reprehen- 
fions for the paft. But thefe were fo much refented 
by the ungrateful prince, that he confpired againft 
the life of his protedor , and treachcroufly mur- 
der d him. After this infamous adion , he was 
forfaken by all the world; and Ikulking about in 
the wi|ds and, forefts , was at laft difcovered by 
a fcrvant of Cprnbran's, who inftantly took revenge 
upon him fof the murder of his mafter '". 

CtNULPH, who had obtained the crown on 
the cxpylfion of Sigebert , was fortunate in many- 
expeditions againft the Britons of Cornwal; but 
afterwards loft fome reputation by his ill fuccefs 
ag^ipft Ofifa, king of Mercia "'. Kynehard alfo, 
brother tq the depofed Sigebert, gave hia\ 

'" Higden, lib. 5, W. Malmef. lib. I. cap. ^ 
«•* W. Malmtf. Hb. u cap. ^. 
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CHAP, difturbancc; and though expelled the kingdom, he 
J. hovered on the frontiers , and watched an oppor- 
tunity for attacking his rival. The king had an 
intrigue with a young woman , who lived at 
Merton in Surrey; whither having fecretly retired, 
he was on a fudden environed, in the night-time, 
by Kynehard and his followers, and after making^ 
a vigorous refiftance , was murdered , with all 
his attendants. The nobility and people of the 
neighbourhood, rifing next day in arms, took 
revenge on Kynehard for the flaughter of their 
king , and put every one to the fword , who had 
been engaged in that criminal enterprize. This 
event happened in 784. 

Brithric next obtained poffeflion of the go- 
vcrnment, though remotely defcended from the 
royal family; but he enjoyed not that dignity 
without inquietude. Eoppa , nephew to king 
Ina, by his brother Ingild, who died before that 
prince, had begot Eata, father to Alchmond, 
from whom fprung Egbert "*, a young man of 
the moft promifing hopes, who gave great jealoufy 
to Brithric, the reigning prince, both becaufc he 
feemed by his birth better entitled to the crown , 
and becaufe he had acquired , to an eminent 
degree , the affedions of the people. Egbert, 
fenfible of his danger from the fufpicions of Brith- 
ric, fecretly withdrew into France "*; where he 
was well received by Charlemagne. By living 

"* Chron. Sax. p. 16. 

"' H. Hunting, lib. 4. , . 
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in the court, and ferving in the armies of that chap. 
prince, the moft able andmoft generous that had i. 
appeared in Europe during feveral ages, he acquired 
thofe accomplifhments , which afterwards enabled, 
him to make fuch a fhining figure on the throne: 
And familiarizing himfelf to the manners of the 
French, who, as Malmefbury obferves "*, were 
eminent both for valour and civility, above all 
the weftern nations, he learned to polifh the 
rudenefs and barbarity of the Saxon c^iaradler: 
His early misfortunes thus proved of fingular 
advantage to him. 

It was not long ere Egbert had oppottunities 
of difplaying his natural and acquired talents. 
Brithric, King of Weffex, had married Fadburga, 
natural daughter of Offa , king of Mercia , a 
profligate woman, equally infamous for cruelty 
and for incontinence. Having great influence 
over her hufband, Ihe often inftigated him to 
dcftroy fuch of the nobility as were obnoxious 
to her ; and where this expedient failed , fhe 
fcrupled not being herfelf adive in traiterous at- 
tempts againft them. She had mixed a cup of 
poifon for a young nobleman , who had acquired 
her huftjand'sfriendfhip , and had on that account 
become the objedof her jealoufy : but unfortunate- 
ly, the king drank of the fatal cup along with 
his favourite , and foon after expired "% This 
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Higden , lib. 5. M. Weft p. 15a. Affer, in vita 
Alfred! y p. 3. ex edit Camdeni. 
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c H |A F. tragical incident , joined to ber other crimes, render. 
I. cd Eadburga fo odious , that (he was obliged to fly 
into France; whence Egbert was at the fame time 
recalled by the nobility, in order to a£cend the 
throne of bis anceftors "*. He attained that dig- 
nity in the laft year of the eighth century. 

In the kingdoms of the heptarchy, an exadk 
rule of fucceflion ^Vas either unknown or not 
ftridly obferved; and thence the reigning prince 
was continually agitated with jealoufy againft all 
(he princes of the blood, whom he ftill confidercd 
as rivals, and whofe death alone could give him 
entire fecurity in his poOfeflion of the throne. 
From this fatal caufe , together with the admira-- 
tion of the monaftic life, and the opinion of 
xnerit , attending the prefervation of chaftity even 
jn a married ftate, the royal families had been 
entirely extinguifhed in all the kingdoms except 
that of Weflex; and the emulations, fufpicions, 
and confpiracies , which had formerly been con- 
Jined to the princes of the blood alone , were 
Xiow diffufed among all the nobility in the feveral 
Saxon ftates. Egbert was the fole defcendant of 
thofe firft conquerors who fubdued Britain , and 
who enhanced their authority by claiming a pe- 
digree from Woden, the fupreme divinity of their 
anceftors. But that prince, though invited by 
this favourable circumftance to make attempts on 
the neighbouring Saxons, gave them for fomc 
t^meno difturbance, and rather chofe to turn his 

"* Chron. Sax. A. D. 800. Brompton , p. 8oj. 
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%rai$ againft the Britons iii Cornwal , whom hd Chap; 
defeated in fevcral battles '**. He was recalled i- 
from the conqueH: of that country by an invafion 
made upon his dominions by Bernulf , King of 
JVIercia* 

The Mercians, before the acceffion of Egbert^ 
had very nearly attained the abfolute fovereignty 
in the heptarchy: They had reduced the Eaft- 
Angles under fubjedUon, and eftabliflied tribut- 
ary princes in the kingdoms of Kent and Eflex. 
Northumberland was involved in anarchy; and 
no (late of any confequeiice remained but that of 
Weflex , which , much inferior in extent to Mer- 
cia, was fupported folely by the great qualities 
of its fovereign. Egbert led his army againft 
the invaders; and encountering them atElIandum 
in Wiltfhire, obtained a complete vidory, and 
by the great (laughter which he made of them 
in their flight, gave a mortal blow to the power, 
of the Mercians. Whilft he himfelf , in profecu- 
tion of his viiSory, entered their country on th« 
fide of Oxford/hire , and threatened the heart of 
their dominions ; he fent an army into Kent , 
commanded by Ethelwolph , his eldeft fon "*; 
and expelling Baldred, the tributary king, foon 
made himfelf mafter of that country. The king- 
dom of Effex was conquered with equal facility; 
and the Eaft- Angles , from their hatred to , the 
Mercian government, >Yhich had been eftablilhed 

*** Chron. Sax. p. 69. 

-'•* Ethelwerd, lib. j. cap. a. 
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C H A F. over them by treachery and violence, and pro- 
I, bably cxercifed with tyranny, immediately ,rofe 
in arms, and craved the protedion of bgbert '". 
Bernulf, the Mercian king, who marched againft 
them , was defeated and (lain ; and two years 
after, Ludecan, his fucceffor, met with the fame 
fate. Thefe infurredions and calamities facihtated 
the enterprizes of Egbert:, who advanced into the 
center of the Mercian territories, and made eafy 
conquefts over a difpirited and divided people. 
In order to engage them more cafily to fubmif- 
fion, he allowed Wiglef, their countryman, to 
retain the title of king, whilfl: he himfelf exer- 
cifed the real po\Vers of fovereignty "*. The 
anarchy, which prevailed in Northumberland, 
tempted him to carry flill farther his vidorious 
arrps; and the inhabitants, unable to refift his 
power, and defirous of pofleffing fome eftablifhed 
form of government, were forward, on his firft 
appearance , to fend deputies , who fubmitted to 
his authority, and fwore allegiance to him as 
their fovereign. Egbert, however, ftill allowed 
to Northumberland , as he had done to Mercia 
and Eaft-Anglia, the power of eleding a king, 
who paid him tribute, and was dependent oa 
him. 

Thus were united all the kingdoms of the 
lieptarchy in one great ftate , near four hundred 
years after the firft arrival of the Saxons ia Britain; 



Ethel werd, cap. 3, 
'*' Ingulph. p. 7, 8. 10. 
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and the fortunate arms and prudent policy of c h a ?• 
Egbert at laft efFeduated what had been fo often i. 
attempted in vain by fo many princes "\ Kent, 
Northumberland , and Mercia , which had fuc- 
ceffively afpired to general dominion, were now 
incorporated in his empire; and the other fubor- 
dinate kingdoms feemed willingly to fhare the 
fame fate. His territories were nearly of the fame 
extent with what is now properly called Eng- 
]anc(; and a favourable profpeA was afforded to 
the Anglo-Saxons, of eftablifhing a civilized mo- 
narchy, poffeffed of tranquillity within itfelf, and 
fecure againft foreign invafion. This great event 
happened in the year 827 "*. 

The Saxons , though they had been, fo long 
fettled in the ifland , feem not as yet to have been 
much improved beyond their German anceftors, 
cither in arts, civility, knowledge, humanity, 
jufticc , or obedience to the laws. Even Chrif- 
tianity, though it opened the way to connexions 
between them and the more polifhed ftates of 
Europe , had not hitherto been very effedlual , in 
banilhing their ignorance , or foftening their bar- 
barous manners. As they received that dodtrinc 
through the corrupted channels of Rome , it 
carried along with it a great mixture of credulity 
and fuperftition, equally deftrudlive to the un- 
derftanding and to morals. The reverence towards 
faints and reliques feems to have almoft fupplanted 

'"' Chron. Sax. p. 71. 
"♦ Ibid. 
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CHIP, the adoration of the fupreme being: MonaftiJ 
I. obfervanccs were efteemed more meritorious than 
the adive virtues: The knowledge of natural 
caufes was negledlcd from the univerfal belief of 
miraculous interpofitions and judgments r Bounty 
to the church atoned for every violence againft 
ibciety: And the remorfes for cruelty, murder, 
treachery, afTairmation , and the more robuft vices, 
were appeafed , not by amendment of life , but 
by penances, fervility to the monks; and an 
abjedt and illiberal devotion '^^ The reverence 
for the clergy had been carried to fuch a height, 
that, wherever a perfon appeared in a facerdot^ 
habit, though on the highway, the people flocked 
around him ; and Ihowing him all marks of pro- 
found rcfpc<fl, received every word he uttered 
as the moft facred oracle *'*. Even the military 
virtues , fb inherent in all the Saxon.tribes , began 
to be negleded; and the nobility/ preferring the 
fecurity and floth of the cloyfter to the tumults 

Thefe abufes were common Co all thd European church^ 
es; but the'prieits in Italy, Spain, and Gaul made fome 
atonement for them by other advantages, which they rendered 
fociety. For feveral ages , th^ were alniofl: all Romans , 
or , in other words , the ailcient natives ; and they preferved 
' the Roman language and la\Vs , with fome remains of the 
former civility. But the priefts in the heptarchy , after the 
firft miffionaries , wer? wholly Saxons , and almolt as ignoraat 
and barbarous as the laity. They contributed , therePore , 
little to the improvement of the fociety in knowledge or 
the arts. 

*'* Bedc, lib. 3. cap. 26. 

and 
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and glory of war, valued themfelves chiefly ort c H A R 
endowing monafteries^ of which theyaffumed the L 
government *". The feveral kings too, being 
extremely impoveriflhed by continual bcnefadion^ 
to the church, to which the ftates of their king- 
doms had weakly affented, could bellow nO 
rewards on valour or military fervices, and re* / 

tained not even fufficient influence to fupport their 
government'". 

Another inconvenience, which attended thi^ 
corrupt fpecies of Chriftianity , was the fuperfti* 
tious attachment to Rome, and the gradual fub* 
jeftion of the kingdom to a foreign jurifdidion. 
The Britons, having never acknowledged any 
fubordination to the Roman pontiff, had con* 
duded all ccclefiaftical government by their do* 
ineftic fynods and councils: "*: But the Saxons, 
xeceiving their religion from Roman monks, were 
taught at the fame time a profound reverence for 
tliat fee , and were naturally led to regard it as 
the capital of their religion. Pilgrimages to Rom6 
vrere reprefented as the mofl: meritorious ads of 
devotion. Not only noblemen and ladies of rank ' 
undertook this tedious journey '*•; but kings 
themfelves, abdicating their crowns, fought for 
a fecure paflport to heaven at^the feet of the Ro- 
man pontiff. New reliques, perpetually fent from 

tm ^^^^' ''*'• ^' ^^P- ^3. Epiftola Beda ad Egbert 
* Bedac Epift. ad Egbert 

'" Append, to Bede, nymb, 10. ex edit 17^2. Spdliik 
Conc« p. 108, 109. ' ^ ( 

'** Bede , lib. 5» cap» 7* . 

Vol. I. r: 
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C u A. F. that ciJIefs mint of fnperflition , and magnified 
!• by lying miracles, invented in convents, operated 
I on the aftoniihed minds of the multitude. And 
every prince has attained the eulogies of the 
monks, the only hiftorians of thofe ages, not ia 
< proportion to his civil and military virtues , but 
) to his devoted attachment towards their order, 
/ and his fupcrftitious reverence for Rome. 

The fovereign pontiff, encouraged by this 
blindncfs and fubmiflive difpofition of the people, 
jSidvanced every day in his encroachments on the 
jndependen/:e of the Englifli churches. Wilfrid, 
bilhop of Lindisferne , the fole prelate of the 
Northumbrian kingdom, increafed this fubjedion 
in the eighth century, by his makihg an appeal 
to Rome againft the decifions of an Englifli fynod, 
>vhich had abridged liis diocefe by the ercdion of 
fomc new bifhoprics '*'. Agatho, the pope, 
readily embraced this precedent o£ an appeal to 
bis court; and Wilfrid, though the haughtieft 
and mod luxurious prelate of his age '**, having 
obtained with the people the character of fandlity, 
"was thus able to lay the foundation of this papal 
prctenfion. 

The great topic , by which Wilfrid confound- 
ed the imaginations of men, was, that St. Peter, 
to whofe cuftody the keys of heaven were entruft- 
cd, would certainly refufe admittance to every 
one who fiiould be wanting in refpedl to his 
fucceffor. This conceit, well fuited to vulgar 



'*' See Appendix to Bede, numb. 19. Higden, lib. 5, 
?** Eddius vita Vilfr. § %A^ 60. 
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conceptions, made great impreflion on the people chap. 
during feveral ages; and has not even at prefent I. 
loll all influence in the catholic couiurics. 

Had this abje(fl fuperftition produced general 
peace and tranquillity, it had made fome atone- 
ment for the ills attending it; but, befides the 
ufual avidity of men for power and riches, fri- 
volous controverfics in theology, were engendered 
by it, which were fo much the more fatal,' as 
they admitted not, like the others, of any final 
determination from eftablifhed pofreffion. The dif- 
putes, excited in Britain, were of /the mod ridi- 
culous kind, and entirely worthy of thofe ignorant 
and barbarous ages. There were fome intricacies, 
obferved by all theChriftian churches, in adjuft- 
ing the day of keeping Eafter; which depended 
on a complicated confideration of the courfc of 
the fun and moon : And it happened that the 
inillionaries , who had converted the Scots and 
Britons, had followed ^a different calendar from 
that which was obferved at Rome, in the age 
%vhcn Anguftine converted the Saxons. The 
priefts alfo of all the Chriftian churches were accuf- 
tomed to fhave part of their head ; but th^ form 
given to this tonfure, was different in the former 
from what was pradifed in the latter. Tht Scots 
and Britons pleaded the antiquity of their ufages: 
The Romans, and their difciplcs, the Saxons, 
infifted on the univerfality of theirs. ThatEafter 
muft necefTarily be kept by a rule > which com- 
prehended both the day of the year and age of 
the mopn, was agreed by all; tbnt the tonfure 

G z 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



84 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

C u A P. of a pricft could not be omitted without the utmoft 
I. impiety, was a point undifputed : But the Romans 
and Saxons called their antagonifls fchifmatics ; 
becaufe they celebrated Eafter on the very day of 
the full moon in March, if that day fell on a 
Sunday, inftead of waiting till the Sunday follow- 
ing ; and becaufe they fbaved the forehead 
from ear to ear, inftead of making that tonfure 
on the crown of the head, and in a circular 
form. In order to render their antagonifts odious, 
they affirmed, that, once in feven year?, they 
concurred with the Jews in the time of celebrat- 
ing that feftival '** : Apd that they might recom- 
mend their own form of tonfure , they maintain^ 
ed, that it imitated fymbolically the crown of 
thorns worn by Chrift in his paffion; whereas 
die other form was invented by Simon Magus, 
without any regard to that reprefentation '**. 
Thefe controveffies had, from the beginning, 
excited fuch animofity between the Britifli and 
Romifh priefts , that, inftead of concurring in 
tJieir endeavours to convert the idolatrous Saxons, 
they refufed all communion together, and each 
regarded his opponent as no better than a Pagan ***. 
The difpute lafted more than a century; and was 
at laft finiftied , not by men's difcovering the folly 
of it, which would have been too great an effort 
for human reafon to accomplifli, but by the entire 
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Ibid. lib. 5. cap« 21. Eddius, ) 24. 

Bede^ lib. z. cap. 2.. 4. 20. Eddius, $ I2. 
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prevalence of the Romifh ritual over the Scotch and g H a p. 
Britifh '**. Wilfrid, biOiQp of Lindisferne, ac- ^' 
quired great merit, both with the court of Rome 
and with all the fouthern Saxons, by expelling 
the quartodecimanfchifra, as it was called, from 
the Northumbrian kingdom , into which the 
neighbourhood of the Scots had formerly intro- 
duced it **'. 

Theodore, archbifhop of Canterbury, called, 
in the year 680, a fynod at Hatfield, confifting 
of all the bifhops in Britain '*'; where was ac^ 
ccpted and ratified the decree of the Lateran 
council, fummoned by Martin, againft the herefy 
of the Monothelites. The council and fynod 
maintained , in oppofition to thefe heretics, that, 
though the divine and human nature in Chrift 
made but one pcrfon ; yet had they different 
inclinations, wills, afts, and fentiments, and that 
the unity of the perfon implied not any unity in 
the confcioufnefs ***. This opinion it feems fome- 
what difficult to comprehend; and no one, 
unacquainted with the ecclefiaftical hiftory of 
thofe ages , could imagine the height of zeal and 
violence , with which it was then inculcated. The 
decree of the Lateran council calls the Monothe- 
lites impious, execrable, tv^icked, abominable ^ 

'** Bede, lib. 5. cap. 16. 2«. 

'*' IbiA lib. 3. cap. 25. Eddius , §. 12. 
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CHAP, and even diabolical ) and curfes and anathematizes 
I. them to all eternity '**. 

The Saxons, from the firft introdudion of 
Chriftianity among them , had admitted the ufe 
of images; and perhaps, that religioa, without 
fome of thofe exterior ornaments , had not made 
fo quick a progrefs with thefe idolaters : But they 
had not paid any fpecies of worlhip or addrefs to 
images ; and this abufe never prevailed among 
Chriftians, till it received the fanftion of the 
fecond council of Nice. 



'*• SpelU Cone. voL i. p. 17^1, 173, 174. 
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Egbert ^Ethehvolf— Ethclhaldand Ethdbert^Ethcnd 
— Alfred the Great — tdward the elder^AthelJian— ^ 
Edmund — Edred — Edwy — Edgar — Ed^oard the 
Martyr. 

EGBERT. 

JL HE Kingdoms of the Heptarchy, though united c H a ?• 
by fo recent a conqueft, feemed to be firmly ce- "• 
mented into one ftate under Egbert; and th^ in- 
habitants of the feveral provinces had Joft all defire 
of revolting from that conqueror, or of reftoring 
their former independent governments. Their 
language was every where nearly the fame , theic 
cuftoms, law,s , inftitutions civil and religions; 
and as the race of the ancient kings was totally 
cxtind in all the fubjedted ftatcs, the people rea- 
dily transferred their allegiance to a prince, w1k> 
feemed to merit it, by the fplendour of his vidories, 
the vigour of his adminiftration, and the fupcrior 
nobility of his birth. An union alfo in government 
opened to them the agreeable profped ©f future 
tranquillity; and it appeared more probable;, that 
they would thenceforth become formidable ta 
their neighbours , than be expofed to their inroads 
and dcvaftations. But thefc flattering views were 
foon overcaft by the appearance of the Danes, 

G 4 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J» HISTORY OF ENGLAND 

^ H A p. who , during fomc centuries , kept the Anglo- 
11, Saxons in perpetual inquietude, committed the 
jnoft barbarous ravages upon them , and at kift 
reduced them to grievous fervitude. 

The emperor Charlemagne , though naturally 
generous and humane, had been induced by- 
bigotry to exercife great feverities upc^n the Pagan 
Saxons in Germany, whom he fubdued; and 
befid^s often ravaging their country with fire and 
fword, he had in copl blood decimated all the 
inhabitants for their revolts, and had obliged 
them, by the mofl; rigorous edidls, to make a 
feeming compliance with the Chriftian dodrine. 
That religion, which had ea{ily made its way 
among the Britifli - Saxons by infmuation and 
addrefs , appeared fhocking to their German 
brethren , when impofed on them by the violence 
of Charlemagne ; and the mod generous and 
warlike of thefe Pagans had fled northward into 
Jutland, in order to efcape the fury of his perfe- 
cutions. Meeting there with a people of fimilar 
manners, they were readily received among them; 
and they foon flimulated the natives to concur 
in cnterprizes , which both promifed revenge on 
the haughty conqueror, and afforded fubfiflence to 
thofe numerous inhabitants, with which the 
northern countries were now overburthened '. 
They invaded the provinces of France, which 
were cxpofed by the degeneracy and difTenfions 
of Charlemagne's pofterity; and being there 

- * Ypod. Neuftria , p. 414, ^ 
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known under the general name of Normans , chap. 
"which they received from their northern fituation, ll, 
they became the terror of all the maritime and 
even of the inland countries. They were alfo 
tempted to vifit England in their frequent cxcur- 
fioris ; and being able, by (udden inroads, to make 
great progrefs over a people, who were not 
defended by any naval force, who had relaxed 
their military inftitutions, and who were funk 
into a fuperftition , which had become odious to 
the Danes and ancient Saxons, they made no 
diftindion in their hoftilities between the Frenqh' 
and Englifh kingdoms. Their firft appearance in 
this ifland was in the year 787*, when Brithric 
reigned in WefTex. A fmall body of them landed 
in that kingdom , with a view of learning the 
ftate of the country; and when the magiftrate of 
the place queftioned them concerning their enter- 
prize, and fummoned them to appear before the 
king, and account for their intentions, they killed 
him , and flying to their fliips , efcaped into their 
own country. The next alarm was given to 
Northumberland in the year 794 ' ; when a body 
of thefe pirates pillaged a monaftery; but their 
fhips being much damaged by a ftorm, and'their 
leader flain in a Ikirmifh , they were at laft defeated 
by the inhabitants, and the remainder of thcnx 
put to the fword. Five years after Egbert had ^^^ 
cflablilhed his monarchy over England , the Danes 

Chron. Sax. p. 64. 
' Ibid. p. 66, Mm. Beverl. p. T08. 
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CHAP, landed in the Iflc of Shcpey , and having pillaged 
II. it, efcapcd with iaipunity *. They were hot fo 
fortunate in their next year's enterprize, when 
they difembarked from thirty -five fhips, and 
were encountered by Egbert, at Charmouth in 
Dorfetfliire. 1 he battle was bloody ; but though 
the Danes loft great numbers, they maintained 
the ppft , which they had taken , and thence made 
good their retreat to their fhips ^ Having learn- 
ed by experience, that they muft exped a 
vigorous refiftance from this warlike prince, they 
entered into an alliance with the. Britons of Corn- 
wal; and landing two years after in that country, 
made an inroad with their confederates into the 
county of Devon ; but were met at Hengefdown 
by Egbert , and totally defeated *. AVhile England 
remained in this ftate of anxiety, and defended 
itfelf more by temporary expedients than by any 
regular plan of adminiftration , Egbert, who 
alone was able to provide efFcdually againft 
this new evil, unfortunately died; and left the 
^ 838. government to his fon , Ethelwolf. 

ETHELWOLF. 

1 HIS prince had neither the abilities nor the 
vigour of his father; and was better qualified 

** Chron. Sax. p. 72. 

* Ibid. Ethelu-ard, lib. 3. cap. 7,. 

' Chron. Sax. p. 72. 
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for governing a convent than a kingdom \ He chap. 
began his reign with making a pr^rtition of his • 11. 
dominions, and delivering over to his eldeft fon, 
Athelftan , the new conquered provinces of 
Effex , Kent , and Suffex. But no inconveniencies 
feem to have arifen from this partition; as the 
continual terror of the Danifh invafions prevented 
all domeftic diffenfion. A fleet of thefe ravagers, 
confiding of thirty-three fail, appeared at Sout- 
hampton ; but were repulfed with lofs by Wolf here, 
governor of the neighbouring county*. The fame 
year, JEthelhelm, governor of Dorfetfhire, routed 
another band which had difembarked at Ports- 
mouth ; but he obtained the vidory after a 
furious engagement, and he bought it with the 
Jofs of his life*. Next year, the Danes made 
fevcral inroads into England; and fought battles, 
or rather (kirmilhes, in Eaft-Anglia and Lindcfey 
and Kent; where, though they were lomctiroes 
repulfed and defeated , they always obtained 
their end, of committing fpoU upon the country, 
and carrying 6ft* their booty. They avoided 
coming to a general engagement, which was 
not fuited to their plan of operations. Their 
vefTcls were fmall, and ran cafily up the creeks 
and rivers; where they drew them a(hore, and 
having formed, an entrenchment around them 
which they guarded with part of their number , the 

^ W. Maimer, lib. «. cap. 2. 

Chron. Sax. p. 7 J. Echelward , lib. 3. cap. 3. 
Chion. Sax. p. 73. H. Ilumiag. lib. 5. 
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CHAP, remainder fcattered thcmfelves every where, tind 
II. carryingoff the inhabitants and cattle and goods, they 
haftened to their fhlps, and quickly difappeared. 
If the military force of the county were aflembled, 
( for there was no time for troops to march from 
a diftance) the Danes either were able to repuUe 
them and to continue their ravages with impu- 
nity, or they betook themfelves to their velTcls; 
and fetting fail , fuddenly invaded fome diftant 
quarter , which was not prepared for their reception. 
Every part of England was held in continual 
alarm ; and the inhabitants of one county durft 
rot give aflTiftance to thofe of another , left 
their own families and property (hould in the 
mean time be expofcd by their abfence to the 
fury of thefc barbarous ravagcrs'*. All orders of 
men were involved in this calamity; and the priefts 
and monks, who had been commonly fpared in 
the domeftic quarrels of the heptarchy , were 
the chief objeds on which the Danifh idolaters 
exercifed their rage and animofity. Every feafon 
of the year was dangerous; and the abfence of 
the enemy was no reafon why any man could 
efteem himfelf a moment in fafety. 

These incurfions had now become almofl; 
annual; when the Danes, encouraged by their 
fucceffes againft France as well as England (for 
S5I. both kingdoms were alike expofed to this dread- 
ful calamity) invaded the laft in fo numerous a 
body, as Teemed to threaten it with univerlal 

I* ^ 

Alured Bevcrl. p. io8. 
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fnbjcftlon. But the Englifh , more military than c h A F. 
the Britons, whom, a few centuries before*, li. 
they had treated with like violence , roufcd themfel- 
ves with a vigour proportioned to the exigency. 
Ceorle, governor of Devonfhire, fought a battle 
with one body of the Danes at Wiganburgh", 
and'put them to rout with great flaughter. King 
Athelftan attacked another at fea near Sandwich , ' 
funk nine of their (hips , and put the reft to 
flight'*. A body of them, however, ventured, for 
the firft time, to take up winter-quarters in England, 
and receiving in the fpring a ftrong reinforcement 
of their countrymen in 350 veffcls , they advan- 
ced from the Ifle of Thanet, where they had 
ftationed themfelves ; burnt the cities of London ' 

and Canterbury ; and having put to flight Brichtric , 
who now governed Mercia, under the title of 
King, they marched into the heart of Surrey, 
and biid every place wafte around them. Ethelwolf , 
impelled by the urgency of the danger , marched * 
againft them , at the head of the Weft-Saxons ; 
and carrying with him his fecond fon , Ethel- 
bald , gave them battle at Okely , and gained a 
bloody vidory over them. This advantage pro- 
cured but a Ihort refpite to the Englifh. The 
Danes ftill maintained their fettlement in the Ifle 
of Thanet ; and being attacked by Ealher and 
Huda, governors of Kent and Surrey, though 
defeated in tjie beginning of the adion , they 

H. Hunt. lib. 5. Ethelward, lib. 3. cap. 3. Simeon 
Dunelm. p. 120. 

Chron. Sax. p. 74. AlTerius , p. *l. 
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CHAP, finally rcpulfcd the aflailants, and killed both 
II. the governors. They Fcmoved thence to the 
idc of Shepey ; where they took up their winter- 
quarters , that they might farther extend their 
de vacation and ravages. 

This unfe|ded ftatc of pngland hindered not 
Ethelwolf from making a pilgrimage to Rome ; 
whither he carried his fourth , and favourite 
fon, Alfred, then only fix years of age". He 
pafled there a twelvemonth in exercifes of devotion ; 
and failed not in that moft effential part of 
devotion , liberality to the church of Rome. 
Befides giving prefents to the moft diftinguiflied 
ccclefiaftics^ he made a perpetual grant of three 
hundred mancufes'* a year to that fee; one third 
to fupport the lamps of St. Peter's, another thofe of 
St. Paul's, a third to the pope himfelf". In his 
return home, he married Judith, daughter of the 
emperor, Charles the Bald; but on his landing in 
England, he met with an oppofition, which he 
little looked for. 

His eldeftfon, Athelftan, being dcad,Ethelbald^ 
his fecond, who bad affumcd the government, 
. formed, in concert with many of the nobles, 
the projedl of excluding his father -from a throne, 
which his weaknefs and fuperftition feem to have 
rendered him fo ill-quahfied to fill. The people were 
divided between the two princes ; and a bloody 

" Aflcrius, p. 2. Chron. Sax. 76, Hunt lib. 5. 

A raancus was about the weight of our prefent half 
crown : Sec Spellman's Gloffary , in verbo Alancu^ 
*' W. ^MalmcC lib. 2. cap. 2* 
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civil war, joined to all the other calamities under c il A p. 
which the Englilh laboured , appeared ineviuble ; 11. 
when,Ethelwolf had the facility to yield to the great* 
er part of his fon*s pretenfions. He made with him 
a partition of the kingdom ; and taking to him- 
fclf the eaftern part , which was always at that 
time cfteemed the leaft confiderable, as well as 
the moft expofed ", he delivered over to Ethel- 
bald the Sovereignty of thewcftern. Immediately 
after , he fummoned the dates of the whole 
kingdom, and with the fame facility conferred 
a perpetual and important donation on the church. 
The ecclefiaftics , in thofe days of ignorance, 
made rapid advances in the acquifition of power 
and grandeur; and inculcating the moft abfnrd and 
moft interefted doArines , though they fometimes 
met, from the contrary interefts of the laity, with 
an oppofition whicbit required time and addrefs to 
overcome , they found no obftaclc m their reafon or 
underftanding. Not content with the donations of 
land made them by the Saxon princes and nobles, 
and with temporary oblations from the devotiom 
of the people, they had caft a wifliful eye on 
a vaft revenue, which they claimed as belong- 
ing to them , by a facred and iadefeafible 
title. However little verfed iq the fcriptures ^ 
they had been able to difcover , that , under 
the Jcwifti law, a tenth- of all thf produce of lanc^ 

*' Affcrius, p. 3. W. Malm. lib. 2. cz^. 2. Alatth.jWeft, 
J?. X. 8. 
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CHAP, was conferred on the priefts ; and forgetting ^ 
11. what they themfelves taught, that the moral 
part only of that law was obligatory on Chriftians , 
they infifted , that this donation conveyed a 
perpetual property , inherent by divine right in 
thofe who officiated at the altar. During fome 
centuries, the whole fcope of fermons and homilies 
was diredled to this purpofe ; and one would 
have imagined, from the general tenor of thefc 
difcourfes, that all the pradical parts of Chrif- 
tianity were comprifed in the exadl and faith- 
ful payment of tythes to the clergy ''. Encourag- 
ed by their fuccefs in inculcating the£e dodlrines, 
they ventured farther than they were warranted 
even by the Levitical law, and pretended to 
draw the tenth of all induftry , merchandize , 
wages of labourers, and pay of foldiers"; nay, 
fome canonifls went fo far as to affirm, that 
th? clergy were entitled to the tythc of the profits, 
made by courtezans in the exercifc of their 
profeffion". Though parifhes had been inftitutcd 
in England by Honorius, archbifliop of Canter- 
bury, neat two centuries before**, the ecclefiaftics 
had never yet been able to get poffeffion of the 
tythes : They therefore feized the prefent favour- 
' ^blc opportunity of making that acquifition; 

- " Padre Piaolo, -fopra i beneficii ecclfiaeftici , p. Sly Si. 
edit Colon. 1675. 

Spell. Cone. vol. i. p. 268. 
" Padre Paolo, p. 13:?. 
^* Parker, p. 77. 

when 
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■when a weak,fuperflitious prince filled the throne, chap* 
and when the people , difcouraged by their loffes 
from the Danes, and terrified with the fear of 
future invafions , were fufceptible of any im-. 
preflion, which bore the appearance of religion**. 
So meritorious was this conceflion deemed by 
theEnglifh, that, truftihg entirely to fupernatural 
affiftance, they negleded the ordinary means of ' 
fafety; and agreed, even in the prefent defperatc 
extremity, that the revenues of the church fhould 
be exempted from all burthens, though impofed 
for national defence and fecurity ". 

ETHELBALDand ETHELBERT. 

Jc/THELWOLF lived only two years after mak- g^y. 
ing this grant; and by his will he fliared England 
between his two eldeft fons,EthelbaId and Ethel- 
bert; the weft being affigned to the former; the 
eaft to the latter. Ethelbald was a profligate prince ; 
and marrying Judith , his mother-in-law, gave great 
offence to the people ; but moved by the rcilion- 
ftrances of Swithun , biQiop of Winchefter, he was 
at laft prevailed on to divorce her. His reign was 
Ihort ; and Ethelbert, his brother, fucceeding to the 
government, behaved himfelf , during a reign of five 9€o. 
years, in a manner more worthy of his birth and 

*' Ingulf, p. 862. Sclden's Hift. of tythes, cap. 8. 

** Affcrius , p. 2. Chron. Sax. p. 76. W. MalmcC lib. «• 
cap. 2. Ethelward, lib. 3. cap. j. M. Weft. p. 158. li^ulf. 
p. 17. Ann. ReverL p. <fS^ 

Vol, I H 
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CHAP, ftation: The kingdom, however , was ftill infefted 
tr: by the Danes , who made an inroad and facked 
Wincheftcr ; but were there defeated. A body 
alfo ofthefe pirates, who were quartered in the 
ifle of Thanet, having deceived the Englifli by 
a treaty, unexpeftedly broke into Kent^ and 
committed great outrages. 

E T H E R E D. 



i6<. 



EtHELBERT was fucceeded by his brother 
Ethered, who, though he defended himfelfwith 
bravery, enjoyed during his whole reign, no 
tranquillity from thofe Danifll irruptions. His 
younger brother, Alfred, feconded him in all his 
enterprizes; and generoufly facrificed to the public 
good all refentment, which he might entertain, 
on account of his being excluded by Ethered 
from a large patrimony, which had been left 
him by his father. 

The firft landing of the Danes in the reign of 
Ethered was among the Eaft-Angles , who, more 
anxious for their prefcrrt fafety than for the com- 
mon intcreft , entered into a feparate treaty with 
the enemy; and furnilhed them with horfes, 
which enabled them to make an irruption by 
land into the kingdom of Northumberland.- 
They there feized the city of York ; and defended 
it againft Ofbricht and iElla, two Northumbrian 
princes , who periflied in the affault*'. Encouraged 



** Affer. p. 6. Chron. Sax. p. 79. 
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by thefe fucceffes , and by the fuperiority , which chap. 
they had acquired in arms, they now ventured , li.^ 
under the command of Hinguar and Hubba, 
to leave the fea-coaft , and penetrating into 
Mercia, they took up their winter-quarters at 
Nottingham , where they threatened the kingdom 
with a final fubjedion. The Mercians , in this 
extremity, applied to Ethered for fuccour; and 
that prince, with his brother, Alfred, condud* 
ing a great army to Nottingham , obliged the 
enemy to diflodge and to retreat into Northum- 
berland. Their rcftlefe difpofition, and their ^'^ 
avidity for plunder, allowed them not to 
remain long in thofc quarters: They broke into 
Eaft-Anglia , defeated and took prifoner , Edmund ,. 
the king of that country , whom they afterwards 
murdered in cool blood ; and committing the mod 
barbarous ravages on the people, particularly 
on the monaderies, they gave the Eaft- Angles 
great caufe to regret the temporary relief, 
which they had obtained, by aflifting the 
common enemy. 

The next ftation of the Danes "^was at Reading; 
whence they infeftcd the neighbouring country 
by their incurfions. The Mercians, defirous of 
(baking oflF their dependence on Ethered , refufed 
to join him with their forces; and that prince"",* 
attended by Alfred, was obliged to march 
againft the enemy, with the Weft-Saxons alone, 
his hereditary fubjfedls. The Danes, being defeated 
in an adion , fhut tljemfelves up in their garrifon; 
but quickly making thence an irruption, they 

Hz 
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CHAP, routed the Weft-Saxoiis, and obliged them to 
II. raife the fiege. An adion foon after enfucd at 
Afton, in Berkfliire, where the Englifh , in the 
beginning of the day, were in danger of a total 
defeat. Alfred, advancing with one divifion of 
the army, was furrounded by the enemy in 
a d if advantageous ground; and Ethered, who 
was at that time hearing mafs, refufed to march 
to his affiftancc, till prayers fliould be linifli- 
cd**: But as he afterwards obtained the vidlory, 
this fuccefs, not the danger of Alfred, was 
afcribed by the monks to the piety of that 
monarch. This battle of Afton did not terminate 
the war: Another battle was a little after fought 
at Bafing; where the Danes were more fuccefs- 
ful; and being reinforced by a new army from 
their own country became every day more ter- 
lible to the Englifh. Amidft thefe confufions, 
Ethered died of a wound , which he had received 
in an adlion with the Danes; arid left the inherit- 
ance of his cares and misfortunes, rather than 
of his grandeur, to his brother, Alfred, who 
^as now twenty-two years of age. . 

ALFRED. 

•7i. X HIS prince gave very early marks of thofc 
great virtues and fhining ulcnts, by which, 
during the moft difficult times, he iaved his 

** Afler. p. 7. W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 3. Simeon 
i!hinelm. p. 125. Anglia Sacra , vol i. p. 205. 
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coufttry from utter ruin and fubvcrfion. Etbet- 
wolf, his father, the year after his return with ^ ^ ^ '• 
Alfred from Rome, had again fent the young ''' 
prince thither with a numerous retinue ; and a 
report being fpread of the king's death , the 
pope, Leo IIL gave Alfred the royal undlion ** : 
whether prognofticating his future greatnefs from 
the appearances of his pregnaqt genius , or wil- 
ling to pretend, even in that age, to the right 
of conferring kingdoms. Alfred, on his return 
home , became every day ,aiore the objedl of his 
father's afFedions; but being indulged in all 
youthful pleafures, he was much negleded in 
his education; and he had already reached his ^ 
twelfth year , when he was yet totally ignorant 
of the loweft elements of literature. His genius 
yf^s firft roufed by the recital of Saxon poems, 
in which the queen took delight; and this fpccies 
of erudition ,^which is fometimes able to make 
a cpnfiderable progrefs even among barbarians ^ 
expanded thofe noble and elevated fentiments, 
which he had received from nature *'. Encourag- 
ed by the queen, and ftimulated by his own 
ardent inclination , he foon learned to i?ead thofe 
compo(uiop^4 and proceeded thenoc to acquire 
tb^e k0Owl^ge of the Latin tongue, in whtch> 
he mfit with authors, that better prompted hist 
heroip fyirk^And dircdlcd hj^. generous views. 
Abfprbe4;in thpfe elegant p^rfuithi s^lie ;regarded 

*' Affer. p. 2. W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 2. Ingulf, p. 869. 
Simeon Dunelm. p. 120. 139* 
*' Affcr. p.. 5. M. Weft. p. i6r. 

H3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



102 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP, bis acceffion to royalty rather as an obieft of re-*- 
n« gret than of triumph *' ; but being called to th^ 
throne, in preference to his brother's children , as 
■well by the will of his father, a circumftancc 
which had great authority with the Anglo-Sax- 
ons*' , as by the vows of the whole nation and the 
urgency of public affairs, he fhobk off his literary 
indolence, and exerted himfelf in the defence of 
his people. He had fcarccly buried his brother » 
when he was obliged to take the field , in order 
to oppofe the Danes, who had feized Wilton, 
and were exercifmg their ufual ravages on the 
countries around. He marched againft them with 
the few troops, which he could affemble on a 
fudden ; and giving them battle , gained at firft 
an advantage, but by his purfuing the vidorjr 
too far , the fuperiority of the enemy's numbers 
prevailed, and recovered them the day. Their 
lofs , however, in the aftion was fo confiderable ; 
. that, fearing Alfred would receive daily reinforce- 
ment from his fubjedls, they were content ta 
ftipulate for a fafe retreat, and promifed to 
depart the kingdom. For that purpofe they were? 
conduced to London, and allowed to take up 
wintjcr-quarters there ; but, caretefs of their 
engagements, they immediately fet thertffelves to 
the committifig'^f fpoit on the neJgfrbddVirig 
country. Burrhed^ 'king of Mercia; irt' whofe 
territories Loadon wasi fituated, made -a new 

^ *' Afler. p. 7. 

Ibid. p. 2Z. Simeon Duaclm. p. 121.. . 
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ilipulation with them , and engaged them , by c H 1 p» 
prefents of money, to remove to Lindefey in ii. 
Lincolnfhire ; a country which they had already 
reduced to ruin and defolatipn. Finding therefore 
no objedl in that place, either for their rapine 
or violence, they fuddenly turned back upon 
Mercia, in a quarter where they expedted to 
find it without defence, and fixing their ftatiog 
at Kepton in Derbylhire , they laid the whole 
country defolate with fire and fword. Burrhed, 
dcfpairing of fuccefs againft an enemy , whom 
no force could refill, and no treaties bind, 
abandoned his kingdom, and flying to Rome, 
took fhelter in a cloyfter **. He was brother-in- 
law to Alfred , and the laft who bore the title 
of king in Mercia. 

The Weft-Saxons were now the only remain- 
ing power in England ; and though fupported b)f 
the vigour and abilities of Alfred, they were 
unable to fuftain the efforts of tbofe ravagers^ 

^ who from all quarters invaded them. A new '^^^ 

fwarm of Danes came oyer this year under three 
princes , Guthrum , Ofcitel , and Amund ; and 
leaving firft joined their countrymen at Repton , 
they foon found the neceffity of feparating, in 
order to provide for their fubfiftence. Part of 
|hem , under the fjommand of Haldene , theif 

^ chieftaia ** , marched into .Northumberland ^ 



: '• Afler. p. 8. ChroiL S«. p. iz. Edidward, Hb. 4. 
cap. 4. 

'• Chron Saqc. p.. 81. 

H4 
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CHAP, where they fixed their quarters ; part of thehi 

11. took quarters at Cambridge, whence they diflodg- 

ed in the enruingfummer,and feized Wereham, 

' in the county of Dorfct , the very center of Alfred $ 

dominions. That prince fo ftraitened them in 

thefe quarters, that they were content to come to 

a treaty with him , and ftipulated to depart his 

country. Alfred, well acquainted with their ufual 

perfidy, obliged them to fwear upon the holy re- 

liquestothe obfervance of the treaty*'; not that 

he expected they would pay any veneration to the 

reliques; but he hoped, that, if they now violate 

cd this oath, their impiety would infallibly 

draw down upon them the vengeance of heaven. 

But the Danes , little apprehenfive of the danger, 

fuddenly, without feeking any pretence, fell 

upon Alfred's army; and having put it to rout, 

Inafched weftward , and took pofTeffioa of 

Exeter. The prince colleded new forces ; and 

exerted fuch vigour, that he fought in one year 

eight battles with the enemy '*, and reduced 

them to the utmoft extremity. He hearkened 

however to new propofals of peace ; and was 

fatisfied to ftipulate with them , that they would 

jfcttle fomewhere in England ", and would not 

permit the entrance of more ravagers into the 

kingdom. But while he was expedting the 

'' Affer. p. 8. 

! ** IbiA p. 8. The Saxon Chronicle , p. 8?. fiys nipe 
tattles. 

" AlTcr. p. g. Alur. Beverl. p. 104. 
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execution of this treaty , which it feemed the C H A f* 
intereft of the Danes themfelves to fulfil, he l^ 
heard that another body had landed , and having 
colleded all the fcattcred troops of their coun- 
trymen, had furprized Chippenham, then a con- 
fiderablc town , and were exercifing their ufual 
ravages all around them. 

This laft incident quite broke the fpirit of 
the Saxons, and reduced them to defpair. Finding 
that, after all the miferable havoc, which they 
had undergone in their perfons and in their 
property; after all the vigorous adions, which 
they had exerted in their own defence; a new 
band, equally greedy of fpoil and flaughter, bad 
difembarked among them; t^ey believed themfelves 
abandoned by heaven to deftrudion , gnd delivered 
over to thofe f warms of robbers, which the 
fertile north thus inceffantly poured forth againft 
them. Some left their country , and retired into 
Wales or fled beyond fea : Others fubmitted to 
the conquerors , in hopes of appeafing their fury 
by a fervile obedience ** : And every man's attention 
being now engrolTed in concern for his own pre- 
servation, no one would hearken to the exhorta- 
tions of the King, who fummoned them to make, 
under his condudl, one effort more in defence 
of their prince, their country, and their liberties. 
Alfred himfelf was obliged to relinquifh the 
cnfigns of his dignity , to difmils his fcrvants, 
and to feek fhelte^ , in the meaneft difguifes^ 

!* Chron. Sax. p. 84. Alurcd Bcveri. p. 105, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



io6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

t IT A. p. from the purfuit and fury of his enemies. Hfc 
n. concealed himfelf under a peafant's habit , and 
lived fome time in the houfe of a neat-herd ^ 
vrho had been entrufted with the care of fome 
of his cows". There paffed here an incident, 
-which has been recorded by all the hiftorians, 
and was long preferved by popular tradition^ 
though it contains nothing memorable in itfelf, 
^except fo far as every circumftance is ,interefting ^ 
which attends fo much virtue and dignity , re- 
duced to fuch diftrefs. The wife of the neat-herd 
was ignorant of the condition of her royal gucfl ; and 
obferving him one day bufy by the fire-fide in 
trimming his bow and arrows , ffie defired him 
to take care of fome calces, which weretoafting, 
while fhe was employed elfewhere in other 
domeftic affairs. But Alfred, \vhofe thoughts 
were otherwife engaged , negleAed this injunc- 
tion; and the good' woman, on her return, 
finding her ciakes all burnt, rated the king very 
fevercly, and upbraided him, that he always 
' feemed very well pleafed to eat her warm cakfes ^ 
though he was thus negligent in toafting them**. 
By degrees, Alfred, as he found the fearch 
of the enemy become more remifs, colleded 

/ fome of his retainers, and retired into the center 

of a bog , formed by the ftagnating waters ot 
the Thonc and Parret , in Somerfetfliire. He here 
found two acres of firm ground; and building an 

'* Affcr. p. g. 

'-• Ibid, M. Weft. p. 17a 
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Iiabitatioa on them, rendered himfelf fecure by c H a p. 

its fortifications, and ftill more by the unknown ii^ 

and inacceffible roads which led to it, and by 

the forefts and morafles, with which it was every 

way environed. This place he called iEthelingay, 

or the ifle of nobles''; and it now bears the 

name of Athdney. He thence made frequent 

and unexpeded fallies upon the Danes , who 

often felt the vigour of hisarm, but knew not 

from what quarter the blow came. He fubfifted 

bimfelf and his followers by the plunder which 

he acquired; he procured them confolation 

by revenge ; and from fmall fuccefles , he opened 

their minds to hope, that, notwithftanding his 

prefent low condition, more important vidlories ' 

might at length Attend his valour. 

Alfred* lay here concealed, but not unadive, 
during a twelvemonth ; when the news of a 
profperous event reached his ears , and called him 
fo the field. Hubba^ ^he Dane, having fpread 
devaftation , fire , and flaughter , over Wales^ 
had landed in Devonfhire from twenty-three vel- 
feh, and laid fi,ege to the caftle of Kinwith, a 
place fituated near the mouth of the fmall river 
Tau. Oddune, carl of Devonfhire, with his fol- 
lowers , had taken ifhelter there ; and being ill 
fupplied with provifions, aqd even with water ,^ 
he determined, by fome vigorous blow, to pre- 
vent the neceffity of fubmitting to the barbarous 

'^ Chron. Sax. p. 85. W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 4. Ethel- 
ward , lib. 4. cap. 4. Ingulf, p* sK># - 
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• HAP. enemy. He made a fudden fally din the Danes 
IL before fun-rifing; and taking them unprepared, 
he put them to rout, purfued them with great 
flaughter, killed Hubba himfelf, and got poffef- 
fion of the famous Reafen , or enchanted ftandard, 
in which the Danes put great confidence '*. It 
contained the figure of a raven , which had been 
inwoven by the three fiftcrs of Hinguar and Hub- 
ba, with many magical incantations, and which, 
by its different movements, prognofticated , as 
the Danes believed , the good or bad fuccefs of 
any enterprize '*. 

When Alfred obferved this fymptom of fuccefs- 
ful refiftance in his fubjeds , he left his retreat; 
but before he would affemble them in arms , or 
urge them to any attempt , which , if unfortunate, 
might , in their prefent defpondency , prove fatal, 
he refolved to infpedt , himfelf , the lituation of 
the enemy , and to judge of the probability of 
fuccefs. For this purpofe he entered their camp 
under the difguifc of a harper, and pafled unfuf- 
peded through every quarter. He fo entertained 
them with his mufic and facetious humours , that 
he met with a welcome reception ; and was even 
introduced to the tent of Guthrum , their prince, 
where he remained fome days **. He remarked 
the fupine fecurity of thfe Danes, their contempt 

Afler. p. 10. Chron. Sax. p. 84. Abbas RievaL 
p. ?95. Alured Beverl. p. 105. 
. '* Affer. p, |0. ' .-' 

^ W. Malm. lib. a. cap. 4. 
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cf the Englifh , their negligence in foraging and chap. 

plundering, and their diflblute wafting of what n. 

they gained by rapine and violence. Encourage4 

by thefe favourable appearances, he fccretly*fent 

emiffaries to the moft confiderable of his fubjedls, 

and fummoned thera to a rendezvous , attended 

by their warlike followers, at Brixton, on the 

borders of Selwood foreft *'. The Englilh , who 

had hoped to put an end to their t:alamities by 

fervile fubmidion , now found the infolence and 

rapine of the conqueror more intolerable than all 

paft fatigues and dangers; and, at the appointed 

day, they joyfully reforted to their prince. On 

his appearance , they received him with fliouts o£ 

applaufc **; and could not fatiatc their eyes with 

the fight of this beloved monarch, whom they 

had long regarded as dead , and who now, with 

voice and looks cxpreffing his confidence of fuc* 

cefs , called them to liberty and to vengeance. 

He inftantly condud^d them to Eddingtoa, where 

the Danes were encamped; and taking advantage 

of his previous knowledge of the place, he di« 

reded his attack againft the moft unguarded quarter 

of the enemy. The Danes, furprifed to fee aa 

army of Englifll / whom they confidcred as totally 

fubdued , and ftill more aftoniflied to hear that 

Alfred was at their head , made but a faint refift- 

ance , notwithftanding their fuperiority of number ; 

and were foon put to flight with great flaughtcn 

** Chron. Sax. p. 85. 

Affcr. p. 10. Chron. Sax. p. 85. Simeon Dnnelm. 
p. 128. Alurcd Beverl. p. 105. Abbas Ricval. p. 354. 
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e H A F. The remainder of the routed army, with their 
XI* prince , was beficged by Alfred in a fortified 
camp , to which they fled; but being reduced to 
extremity by want and hunger, they had recourfc 
to the clemency of the vidor, and oflFered to 
fubmit on any conditions. The king, no lefs 
generous than brave, gave them their lives; and 
even formed a fcheme for converting them, from 
iDortal enemies, into faithful fubjeds and confe- 
derates. He knew, that the kingdoms of Eaft- 
Anglia and ^forthumberland wer^ totally defo- 
lated by* the frequent inroads of the Danes; and 
he now purpofed to re-people them by fettling 
there Guthrum and his followers. He hoped 
that the new planters would at laft betake them- 
felves toinduftry, when, by reafon of his refill, 
ancc, and the cxhaufted condition of the coun- 
try, they could no longer fubfift by plunder; 
and that they might ferve him as a rampart agatnft 
any future incurfiotis of their countrymen. But 
before he ratified thefe mild conditions with the 
Danes, he required, that they Ihould give him 
one pledge of their fubmiflion, and of their in- 
clination to incorporate with the Englilh , by 
declaring their converfion to Chriftianity **. Guth- 
rum and his army had no averfion to the pro- 
posal ; and, without much inftrudion or argu- 
ment or conference , they were all admitted to 
baptifm. The king anfwered for Guthrum at the 

*' Chron. Sax. p. 85. 
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fcnt, gave him the name of Athelftan, and re- o n k ?^ 
ceived him as his adopted fon **. V«, 

The fuccefs of this expedient feemed to corref- 

pond to Alfred's hopes : The greater part of the 

Danes fettled peaceably in thejr new quarters: 

Some fmallcr bodies of the fame nation , which 

"were difperfcd in Mercia, were diftributed into 

the five cities of Darby, Leicefter, Stamford » 

Lincoln , and Nottingham , and were thence called 

the Fif or Five Burgers. The more turbulent and 

unquiet made an expedition into France under 

the command of Haftings *'; and except by a 

Ihort incurfion of Danes, who failed up the Thames 

and landed at Fulham , but fuddenly retreated to 

their Ihips , on finding the country in a pofture 

of defence , Alfred was not for fome years in- 

fefted by the inroads of thofe barbarians **. 

The king employed this interval of tranquillity 
in reftoring order to the ftate, which. had beea 
fliaken by fo many violent convulfions; in eftab- 
lifliing civil and military inftitutions ; in compof* 
ing the minds of men to induftry and juRice; and 
in providing againft the return of like calamities. 
He was , more properly than his grandfather 
Egbert , the fole monarch of the Englilh , (for fo 
the Saxons were now universally called) becaufq 
the kingdom of Mercia was at laft incorporated 
in his ftate, and was governed by Ethelbert, his 
brother in-law, who bore the title of Earl : And 

** AiTer. p. lO. Chron. Sax. p. 90. 

** W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 4. Ingulf. |>. 26. 

*' Afler. p. I !• 
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% H A P. though the Danes, vrho peopled Eaft-AngUa and 
\u Northumberland, were for fomq time ruled im- 
mediately by their own princes , they all acknow- 
ledged a fubordination to Alfred, and fubmitted 
to his fuperior authority. As equality among 
fubjcds is the great fourcc of concord, Alfred 
gave the fame laws to the Danks and Englifh , 
and put them entirely on a like footing in the 
adminiftration both of civil and criminal juftice. 
The fine for the murder of a Dane was the fame 
with that for the murder of an Englifliman; the 
^eat fymbol of equality in thofe ages. 

The king, after rebuilding the ruined cities, 
particularly London *% which had been deftroyed 
by the Danes in the reign of Ethelwolf , eftablifh- 
cd a regular militia for the defence of the king- 
dom. He ordained that all his people fhould be 
armed and regiftcred ; he affigned them a regular 
rotation of duty; he diftributed part into the 
caftles and fortreffes, which he built at proper 
places **; he required another part to take the 
field on any alarm , and to affemble at flated places 
of rendezvous; and he left a fufficient number at 
. home , who were employed in the cultivation of 
the land, and who afterwards took their turn in 
military fervice **. The whole kingdom was like 

*^ Affcr. p. 15, Chron. Sax. p. 88. M. We(L p. 171. 
Simeon Dundm. p. 131. Brompton , p. 8l2» Alurcd 
Beveri. ex edit. Hearnc, p. 106. 

** Affcr. p. 18. Ingulf, 4). 27. . ' 

** Chron. Sax. p. 92, 93. 

one 
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one gceat garrifon; and the Danes could no fooner chap, 
appear in one place, than a fiifficient number was n. 
• afTembled to oppofe them , without leaving the 
other quarters defencelefs or difarmed '*. 

But Alfred, fenfible that the proper method 
of oppofing an enemy , who made incurfions by 
fea, was to rae€t them on their own element, took 
care to provide himfelf with a naval force '', 
which, though the moft natural defence of an 
Hland , had hitherto been totally neglcded by 
the Englifh. He increafed the fhipping of his 
kingdom both in number and ftrength , and train* 
cd his fubjeds in the pradlice as well of failing , 
as of naval adlion. He diftributed his armed 
veflek in proper ftations around the ifland , and 
was fure to meet the Danifli fhips either before 
or after they had landed tl>eir troops , and to purfue 
them in all their incurfions. Though the Danes 
might fuddenly , by furprize , difembark on the 
coaft, which was generally become defolate by 
their frequent ravages, they were encountered by 
the Englifh fleet in their retreat; and efcaped 
not, as formerly, by abandoning their booty, 
but paid, by their total deftrudion, the penalty 
of the diforders which they had committed. 

In this manner , Alfred repelled feveral inroads 
of thefe piratical Danes , and maintained his 
kingdom, during fome years, in fafety and tran- 
quillity. A fleet of a hundred and twenty Ihips 

'* Spellman's life of Alfred, p. 147. edit. 1709. 
'* Affer. p. 9. M. Weft, p. 179. 

Vol. I. I 
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CHAP, of war was ftationed upon the coaft ; and being 
ji. provided with warlike engines , as well as with 
expert feamen, both Frifians and Englifh^ (for 
Alfred fupplied the dcfedls of his own fubjeds by- 
engaging able foreigners in his fervice) maintain- 
ed a fuperiority over thafe fmaller bands, with 
which England had fo often been infefted '*. But 
^^3- at, laft Haftings the famous Danifli chief, having 
ravaged all the provinces of France, both along 
the fea-coaft and the Loire- and Seine, and being 
obliged to quit that country , more by the defo- 
lation which he himfelf had occafioned , than by 
the refiftance of the inhabitants, appeared off the 
coaft of Kent with a fleet of 330 fail. The greater 
part of the e^iemy difembarkcd in the Rother, 
and feized the fort of Apuldore. Haftings himfelf, 
commanding a fleet of eighty fail, entered the 
Thames , and fortifying Mikon in Kent , began 
to fpread his forces over the country, and to 
commit the moft deftrudivc ravages. But Alfred, 
on the firft alarm of this defcent, flew to the 
defence of his people , at the head of a feled: 
band of foldiers, whom he always kept about his 
perfon "; and gathering to him the armed mit 
litiafrom all quarters, appeared in the field with 
a force fuperior to the enemy. All ftraggling 
parties, whom neceflity or love of plunder had 
drawn to a diflance from their chief encampment, 

** Affer. p. II. Chron. Sax. p. §6, S7. M. WdL 
p. if6. 

" Affer. p. 19. 
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were cut off by thcEngliQi '*; and thcfc pirates, c H a ?• 
inftead of incrcafing their fpoil , found thcmfclves lu 
cooped up in their fortifications , and obliged to 
fubfift by the plunder which they had brought 
from France. Tired of this fituation , which muft 
in the end prove ruinous to them , the Danes at 
Apuldore rofe fuddenly from their encampment » 
wth an intention of marching towards the Tha- 
mes, and pafling over into Effcx: But they 
efcaped not the vigilance of Alfred , who encoun- 
tered them at Farnham, put them to rout", 
feized all their horfes and baggage, and chaced ^^^ cA^Se^ 
the runaways on board their fhips , which carried 
them up the Colne to Merfey in Effcx, were they 
entrenched thcmfelves. Haftings, at the fame 
time, and probably by concert, made a like 
movement ; and deferting Milton , took poffeflion 
of Bamflete , near the iflc of Canvey in the fame 
county '* ; where he haftily threw up fortifications 
for his defence againft the power of Alfred. 
, Unfortunately for the Englifh, Guthrum, 
prince of the Eaft-Anglian Danes , was now dead ; ^ 

as wa^ alfo Guthred, whom the king had ap- 
pointed governor of the Northumbrians; and 
thofe reftlcfs tribes, being no longer reftrained 
by the authority of their princes , and being en- 
couraged by the appearance of fo great a body 
of their countrymen, broke into rebellion, fbook 



'* Chron. Sax. p. 92. 
^" Ibid. p. 93. Flor. Wigora. p. 595. 
*** Chron. Sax. p. yj, 

la 
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c H A p. off the authority of Alfred , and yielding to their 
IL inveterate habits of war and depredation " , em- 
barked on board two hundred and forty veffcls, 
and appeared before Exeter in the weft of England. 
Alfred loft not a moment in oppofmg this new:' 
enemy. Having left fome forces at London to 
make head againft Haftings and the other Danes, ^ 
he marched fuddcnly to the weft '* ; and falling 
on the rebels before they were aware , purfued 
them to their (hips with gr^t flaughter. Thefe 
ravagers , failing next to Suffex, began to plunder 
* the country near Chichefter; but the order, 
which Alfred had every where eftablilbed , fut 
ficed here , without his prefence , for the defence 
of the^lacc ; and the rebels , meeting with a new 
repulfe, in which many of them were killed, 
and fome of their (hips taken ", were obliged to 
put sigain to fea, and were difcouragcd from 
attempting any other enterprize. 

Meanwhile, the Danilh invaders in Effex, 
having united their force under the command of 
Haftings, advanced into the inland country, and 
made fpoil of all around them; but foon had 
reafon to repent of their temerity. The Englifh 
army, left in London, affifted by a body of the 
citizens, attacked the enemy's entrenchment^; at 
Bamflcte , pverpowercd the garrifon , and having 
done great execution upon them , carried off the 

" Chron. Sax. p. 92. 

^' Ibid. Sax. p. 93. 

'• Ii)id. Sax. p. 96. Fl,or.;Wigom. p. 596. 
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wife and tMTO fons of Haftings **" Alfred gener* c h a F* 
oufly fparcd thcfe captives; and even reftored ^^ _ 
them to Haftings *' , on condition^that he fhoulct 
depart the kingdom. 

But though the king had thus honourably rid 
himfelf of this dangerous enemy, he had not 
entirely fubdued or expelled the invaders. The 
piratical Danes wiHingly followed in an excurfion 
any profperous leader, who gave them hopes of 
booty; but were not fo eafily induced to relinquifli ' 

their enterprize, or fubmit to return, baffled and 
without plunder, into their native country. Great 
numbers of them , after the departure of Haftings, 
ftized and fortified Shobury at the mouth of the 
Thames ; and having left a garrifon there^, they 
marched along the river, till they came to Bod- 
dington in the county of Glocefter ; wfcere, being 
reinforced by fome Wellh , they threw up en- 
trenchments , and prepared for their defence. The 
king here forrounded them with the whole force " 
of hb dominions " ; and as he had now a certain 
profped of vidlory, he refolved to truft nothing 
to chance , but rather to maftcr his enemies by 
famine than affaulk. They were reduced to fucb 
extremities, that, having eaten their own horfes, 
and having many of them periflied with hurt? 
gcr'\ they madeadefperate felly upon the Englifh j 

'• Chron. Sax. p. 94. BL Weflf; p. 178. ' 

•' M. Weft, p* 179. 

** Chfon. Sax. p. 94. 

•' Ibid. M. Weft p. 179. Flor. Wigora. p. 596^ 

la 
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CHAP, and though the greater number fell in the adUoiig 
IL a confiderable body made their efcape **. Thefc 
roved about for fome time in England , ftill pur- 
fued by the vigilance of Alfred ; they attacked 
Leicefter with fuccefs, defended thcmfelves in 
Hartford , and th^n fled to Quatford , where th^ 
"were finally broken and fubdued. The fmall re* 
mains of them either difperfed themfelves among 
their countrymen in Northumberland and Eaft- 
Anglia*\ or hadrecourfe again to thefea, where 
they exercifed piracy, under the command of 
Sigefert, a Northumbrian. This free-booter, well 
acquainted with Alfre4*s naval preparations, had 
framed veffels of a new conflrudtion , higher, and 
Jonger, and fwifter, than thofe of the Engliih: 
But the king foon difcovered his fuperior {kill, 
by building veffels ftill higher, and longer, and 
fwifter, than thofe of the Northumbrians ; and 
falling upon them , while they were exercifmg 
their ravages in the weft, he took twenty of their 
fhips ; and having tried all the prifoners at Win- 
chefter, he hanged them as pirates, the common 
enemies of mankind. 

The well-timed fcverity of this execution, 
together with the excellent pofture of defence' 
cftablifhed every where , reftored full tranquillity 
in England , And provided for the future fecurity 
of the government. The Eaft- Anglian and Nor- 
thumbrian Danes , on the firft appearance of Alfred 

'* Chron. Sax. p. 95. 
** Ibid. p. 97. 
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upon their frontiers , tnzdt anew the moft hum- chap. 
ble fubraiflions to him ; and he thought it prudent ii- 
to take them under his immediate government, 
without eftablifhing over them a viceroy of their ^ 

own nation *\ The Welfli alfo acknowledged 
his authority ; and this great prince had now , hy 
prudence and juftice and valour , edablifiied his 
fovereignty over all the fouthe^n parts of the 
ifland , from the Englifh channel to the frontiers 
of Scotland ; when he died , in the vigour of his ^,. 
,age and the full ftrength of his faculties, after a 
glorious reign of twenty-nipe years and a half ^'; 
in which he dcfervedly attained the^ appellation 
of Alfred the Great, and the title of Founder of 
the Englifli monarchy. 

The merit of this prince, both in private and 
public life, may with advantage be fet in oppo- 
fition to that of any monarch or citizen, which 
the annals of any age or any nation can prefent 
to us. He feems indeed to be the model of that 
perfedl character , which , under the denomination 
of a fage or wife man, philofophers have been 
fond of delineating , rather as a fidion of their 
imagination , than in hopes of ever feeing it really 
exifting: So happily were all his virtues tempered 
together; fo juftly were they blended; and fo 
powerfully did each prevent the other from exceed- 
ing its proper boundaries! He knew how to 
reconcile the moft enterprizing fpirit with the 

Flor. Wigorn. p. 598. 
^' Afler. p. 21. Chroa Sax. p. 99. 
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HAP. coolcll moderation ; the tnoft obftinate perfever- 
IL ance with the eafieft flexibility; the moft fevere 
jufticc with the gentleft lenity; the greateft vigour 
in comnnanding with the moft perfeA aflfability 
of deportment'*; the higheft capacity and incli- 
nation for fcience, with the moft Aiming talents 
for adion. His civil and his military virtues arc 
almoft equally the objcds of our admiration; 
excepting only, that the former, being more rare 
among princes , as well as more ufeful , feem 
chiefly to challenge our applaufe. Nature alfo , 
as if defirous that fo bright a produdion of her 
(kill fhould be fet in the faireft light, had beftow- 
ed on him every bodily accompliihment , vigour 
of limbs , dignity of (hape and air , with a plea- 
fing, engaging , and open countenance *•. Fortune 
alone, by throwing him into that barbarous age, 
deprived him of hiftorians worthy to tranfmit 
his fame to poftcrity ; and we wifli to fee him 
delineated in more lively colours, ^nd with more 
particular ftrokes , that we may at leaft perceive 
fome of thofe fmall fpecks and blemiibes , from 
which, as a man, it is impoflible he could be 
entirely exempted. 

But wc fhould give but an imperfed idea of 
Alfred's merit, were we to confine our narration to 
his military exploits, and were not more particular 
in our account of his inftitutions for the execution 
of juftice , and of his zeal for the encouragemejH 
of arts and fciences. 

^* AfTer p. 13. 
'• Ibid. p. 5. 
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After Alfred had fubdued and had fettled or c H A p. 
expelled the Danes, he found the kingdom in the ft 
ni^ r wretched condition; defolated by the ravages 
of thofc barbarians, and thrown into diforders, 
which were calculated to perpetuate its mifcry. 
Though the great armies of the Danes were 
broken, the country was full of ftraggling troops 
of that nation, who, being accuftomed to live 
by plunder, were become incapable of induftry, 
and who , from the natural ferocity of their 
manners , indulged themfelves in committing 
violence, even beyond what was requifite to 
fupply their neceflities. The Englifli themfelves, 
reduced to the moft extreme indigence by thefc 
continued depredations, had fhaken off all bands 
of government ; and thofe who had been plun- 
dered tO'day , betook themfelves next day to a 
like diforderly life, and from defpair joined the 
jobbers in pillaging and ruining their fellow-citi- 
zens Thefe were the evils , for which it was 
neceffary that the vigilance and adivity of Alfred 
ihould provide a remedy. 

That he might render the execution of jufticc 
ft^iifl and regular , he divided all England into 
counties ; thefc counties he fubdivided into 
hundredjs ; and the hundreds into ty things. Every 
houfe-holder was anfwerable for the behaviour of 
his family and flaves , and even' of his gueds , if 
they lived- above three days in his houfe. Ten 
neighbouring houfe-holders were formed into one 
corporation, who, under the name of a tything, 
decennary, or fribourg, were anfwerable for each 
other's condud , and over \^hom one ' perfon » 
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CHAP, called a tythingroan, headbourg, or borfholdcr , 
!!• was appointed to prefide. Every man was punifhed 
as an outlaw , who did not regifter himfclf in 
fome tything. And no man coiild change his 
habitation, without a warrant or certificate from 
the borlholder of the tything , to which he for- 
merly belonged. 

When any pcrfon in any tything or decennary 
was guilty of a crime, the borfholdcr was fum, 
moned to anfwer for him; and if he was not 
willing to be furety for his appearance and his 
clearing himfelf , the criminal was committed to 
pTirn, and there detained till his trial. If he 
fit d , either before or after finding fureties , the 

^^'^■'^^^''^y borlholder and decennary became liable to enquiry, 
Ai\A were expofed to the penalties of law. Thirty- 
one days were allowed them for producing the 
criminal ; and if that time eiapfed without their 
being able to find him, the borlholder, with two 
other members of the decennary , was obliged 
to appear, and together with three chief members 
of the three neighbouring decennaries ( making 
twelve in all) to fwcar that his decennary was 
free from all privity both of the crime committed^ 
and of the efcape of the criminal. If the borlholder 
could not find fuch a number to anfwer for their 
innocence , the decennary was compelled by fine 
to make fatisfadion to the king , according to 
the degree of the offence ^*. By this inftitution 
every man was obliged from his own intereft to 



f 



L^es St £dw. cap. so. apud. \(^ilkins , p. ao2. 

\ 
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Iceep a watchful eye over the condudl of his c h a r, 
neighbours ; and was in a n^anncr furety for the ii« 
behaviour of thofe who were placed under the 
divifion, to which he belonged: Whence thefe 
decennaries received the name of frankpledges. 

Such a regular diftribution of the people, with 
fuch a flridt confinement in their habitation , may 
not be neccffary in times , when men are more 
enured^ to obedience and juftice; and it, might ^^t/ ^^^^''^'^^ 
perhaps be regarded as deftrudive of liberty and 
commerce in a polifhed ftate; but it was well 
calculated to reduce that fierce and licentious 
people under the falutary reftraint of law and 
government. iBut Alfred took care to temper 
thefe rigours by other inftitutions favourable to 
the freedom of the citizens; and nothing could 
be more popular and liberal than his plan for 
the adminiftration of juftice. The borfholder 
fummoned together his whole decennary , to aflift 
him in deciding any leffcr difference , which 
occurred among the members of this fmall com-- 
munity. In affairs of greater tnoment, in appeals 
from the decennary , or in controvcrfies arifing 
between members of different decennaries , the 
caufe was brought before the hundred, which 
Gonfiftedof ^en decennaries, or a hundred families 
of freemen^ and which was regularly affembled 
once in four weeks, for the deciding of caufes ^*. 

^' Leg, Bdw. cap. a. 
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■ A p. Their method of dccifion deferves to be notecf , 
U. as being the origin of juries ; an inftitucion , 
admirable in itfelf, and the beft calculated for the 
prefervation of liberty and the admimftration of 
juftice , that ever was devifed by the wit of man. 
Twelve freeholders were chofen; who, having 
fworn, together with the hundrcder <wr prefiding 

, magiftrate of that divifion, to adminider impartial 

juftice '* , proceeded to the examination of that 
caufe , which was fubmitted to their jurifdidion. 
And befide thefc monthly meetings of the hundred, 
there was an annual meeting , appointed for a 
znore general infpedion of the police of the diftrid; 
for the enquiry into, crimes, the corredlion of 
abufes in magiftrates , and the obliging of every 
perfon to dew the decennary in which he was 
xegiftered. The people , in imitation of their 
anceftors,'the ancient Germans, affembled there 
in arms ; whence a hundred was fometimes called 
a wapentake , and its court ferved both for the 
fupport of military difcipline, and for the admi- 
niftration of civil juftice '*. 

The pext fuperior court to that of the hundred 
was the county-court, which met twice a year, 
after IVIichaelmas and Eafter, and confifted o^ the 
freeholders of the county who poflefled an equal 
vote in the decifion of caufes. The bifbop prefided 

'* Foedus Alfred , and Godium , aq>iid Wilkins , aq>. 3. 
p. 47. Leg. Ethelftani, cap. 2. apud Wilkins, p. 58* LL» 
Ethclr. $ 4. Wilkins, p. 117. 

^' Spellman in Toce Wtipentake. 
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ill this court, together with the' alderman; and c H A ?• 
the proper objed of the court was the receiving u. 
of appeals from the hundreds and decennaries, 
and the deciding of fuch controverfies as arofe 
between men of diflFerent hundreds. Formerly^ 
the alderman poffeffed both the civil and military 
authority ; but Alfred, fenfible that this conjundion 
of powers rendered the nobility dangerous and 
independent , appointed alfo a Iheriff in each 
county ; who enjoyed a co-ordinate authority 
with the. former in the judicial fundion ^*. His 
office alfo impowered him to guard the rights of 
the crown in the county , and to levy the jfines 
impofed ; which in that age formed no con- 
temptible part of the piiblic revenue. 

There lay an appeal, in default of juftice, 
from all thefe courts to the king himfelf in coun- 
cil ; and as the people , fenfible of the equity and 
great talents of Alfred placed their chief cpnfidencc 
in him , he was foon overwhelmed with appeals 
from all parts of England. He was indefatig2«)le 
in the difpatch of thefe caufes '*; but finding 
that his time muft be entirely engroffed by this 
branch of duty, he refolved to obviate the incon- 
venience, by corrcding the ignorance or corrup- 
tion of the inferior magiftrates , from which it 
arofe ^'. He took care to have bis nobility inftruded 

^* Ingulf, p. 870. 

'* Affer. f. 20. , 

** Ibid. p. 18. zi. Flor Wigom. p. 594. Abbas 
RevaL p. 3S5. 
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c H 4 p. in letters and the laws ^^ : He chofe the earls and 
M- IherifFs from among the men raoft celebrated for 
probity and knowledge: He puniftied feverely 
all malverfation in office '* : And he removed all 
the earls, whom he found unequal to the truft ^*; 
allowing only fome of the more elderly to ferye 
by a deputy, till their death fhould make room, 
for more worthy fucceffors. 

The better to guide the magiftrates in the 

adminiftration of juftice , Alfred framed a body 

of laws ; which , though now loft , ferved long 

as the bafis of Englifh jurifprudence , and is 

generally deemed the origin of what is denonsi- 

nated the common law. He appointed regular 

meetings of the ftatcs of England twice a year in 

London '*; a city which he himfelf had repaired 

and beautified, and which he thus rendered the 

capital of the kingdom. The fimilarity of thefc 

inftitutious to the cuftoms of the ancient Germans, 

to the pradice of the other northern conquerors , 

and to the Saxon laws during the Heptarchy, 

prevents us from regarding Alfred as the fole 

author of this plan of government; and leads 

us rather to think , that , like a wife man, he 

contented himfelf with reforming, extending, and 

executing the inftitutions, which he found pre- 

vioudy cftabliflied. But on the whole, fuch fuccefs 

^' Flor. Wigorn. p. 594. Brompton, p. 814. 
^' Le Miroir de Juftice . chap, z^ 
^* Affcr d. 20. 
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attended his legiflation, that every thing bore c H A P- 
fuddcnly a new face in England : Robberies and li« 
iniquities of all kinds were repreffed by the 
punifliment or reformation of the criminals " : 
And fo cxad was the general police, .that Alfred, 
it is faid, hung up, by way of -bravado, golden 
bracelets near the highways; and no man dared 
to touch them '*. Yet amidft thefc rigours of 
juftice, this great prince preferved the moft facred 
regard to the 'liberty of his people ; and it is a 
memorable fentiment preferved in his will ^ th^t 
it was juft the Englifh fliould for ever remain as 
free as their own thoughts *\ 

As good morals and knowledge are almod 
infeparable , in every age , though not in every 
individual ; the care of Alfred for the encourage- 
ment of learning among his fubjedls was another 
ufeful branch of his legiflation , and tended to 
reclaim the Englifli from their former diflblute 
and ferocious manners : But the King was guided 
in this purfuit, lefs by political views, than by 
his natural bent and , propcnfity towards letters. 
When he came to the throne, he found the 
nation funk into the groffeft ignorance and 
barbarifm, proceeding from the continued dif- 
orders in the government, and from the ravages 
of the Danes : The monaderies were deftroyed , 

•' Ingulf, p. 27. 

•* W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 4. 

•' Affer. p. 24. 
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CHAP, the monks butchered or difperfed , their libraries 
U. burnt; and thus the -only feats of erudition in 
thofe ages were totally fubverted. Alfred himfelf 
complains, that on his acceffion he knew not 
one perfon , fouth of the Thames , who could 
fo much as interpret the Latin fervicc; and very- 
few in the northern parts , who had reached even 
that pitch of erudition. But this prince invited 
over the mod celebrated fcholars from all parts 
of Europe; he e(labli(hed fchools every where for 
the inftrudlion of his people ; be founded , at 
leaft repaired the univerfity of Oxford , and 
endowed it with many privileges, revenues and 
immunities; he enjoined by law all freeholders 
poffeffed of two hides '* of land or more to fend 
their children to fchool for their inftrudion ; he 
gave preferment both in church and ftate to fuch 
only as had made fome proficiency in knowledge : 
And by all thefe expedients he had the fatisfadion, 
before his death , to fee a great charfge in the face 
of affairs ; and in a work of his , which is ftill 
extant, he congratulates bimfclf on the progrefe 
which learning , under his patronage , had already 
made in England. 

But the mod effedlual expedient, employed by 
Alfred , for the encouragement of learning, was 
his own example , and the CQnflant affiduity , 

'* A hide contained land fufficient to employ one plough. 
Sec H. Hunt lib. 6. in A. D. 1008. Annal. Waverl. in 
' A. D. 1083. Gervafc of Tilbury fays it commonly contained 
about 100 acres. ^ 

with 
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wich which, notwithftandingtheitiultiplicky and chap. 

urgency of his affairs , he employed hirrifelf in the i*. 

purfuits of knowledge. He ufually^ divided his 

time into three equal portions: One wias employed 

in deep, and the refedion of his body* by diet. 

and ex'w'rcife ; another in the difpatch of buftnefs; 

a third in ftudy and devotion : And that he might 

raore exa<flly meafure the hours , he made ufe of 

burning tapers of equal, length,, which he fixed 

in lauthorns ''; an expedient fuited to that rud« 

age i when the geometry of dialling and the 

naechanifm of clocks, arid watches were totally 

unknown. And by fuch a regular dil^ribution of 

hi^ time , though he often laboured under great 

bodily infirmities **, this not^rtial hero, who fought 

in perfon fifty-fix battles by fea and land ", was 

able , during a life of np extraordinary length , 

to acquire paorc knowledge, and even td Qompofe 

inore books ^ than modftudious men, thoughbleft 

with the greateft leifure and application , have , 

in more fortunate ages , m^de the objedl of theic 

iHiinterrupted induftry. 

Sensible, that the people j at all times, 
efpecially when their underftandings areobdruded 
by ignorance and bad education, are not much 
fufceptible of fpeculative inftrudlion, Alfred 
endeavoured to convey his morality by apologues, 
parables , (lories , apophthegms , couched in 

•* Afler. p. 20. W- Malm, lib* 2. cap. 4. Ingulf, p. 87<i. 
^ ••' AlTcr. p. 4. 12, I J, 17. 
•' W. Malm. lib. 4. cap. 4. 

Vol. I. K 
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H A p. poetry ; and befides propagating among bis 
II. fubjeds , fornocr compofitions of that kind , 
•which he found in the Saxon tongue",, he 
cxercifed his genius in inventing works of a-like 
nature**, as well as in tranflating from the 
Greek the elegant fables of ^fop. He alfo gave 
Saxon tranflations of Orofius's and Bede's hit 
tories; and of Boethius concerning the confolation 
of philofophy **. And he deemed it nowife 
derogatory from his other great charaders of 
fovcreign., legiflator , \(rarrior , and politician, 
thus to lead the way to his people in the purfuits 
of literature. 

Meanwhile, this prince was not negligent in 
encouraging the vulgar and mechanical arts, 
which have a more fenfible , though not a 
clofer connexion with the interefts of fociety. 
He invited , from all quarters, induftrious foreign- 
ers to re-people his country , which had been 
defolated by the ravages of the Danes**. He 
introduced and encouraged manufadhires of all 
kinds ; and no inventor or improver of any 
ingenious art did he fuffer to go unrewarded **. 
He prompted men of adlivity t6 betake them* 
felvcs to navigation, to pu(h commerce into the 
mod remote countries, and to acquire riches by 

Afler. p. 13. 
•• SpcUman, p. 124. Abbaf. Ricval. p. 355. 
** "W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 4. Brompton, p. 814. 
•' Affer. p. 13. Flor. Wigom. p. 588. 
•* Affcr. p. 20. 
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propagating induftry among their fellow-citizens, chat. 
Hefet apart a feventh portion of his own revenue ii« 
for maintaining a number of workmen , whom 
be conftantly employed in rebuilding the ruined 
cities, caftles, palaces, and monafteries '^ Even 
the elegancies of life were brought to him from 
the Mediterranean and the Indies**; and his 
fubjeds , by feeing thofe produdions of the peace 
ful arts, were uught to rcfped the virtues of 
juftice and induftry , from which alone they could 
arife. Both living and dead, Alfred was regarded, 
by foreigners, no lefs than by his own fubjedft 
as the greateft prince after Charlemagne that had 
appeared in Europe during feveral ages, and as 
one of the wifeft and beft that had ever adorned 
the annals of any nation. 

Alfred had , by his wife , Ethelfwitha , 
daughter of a Mercian earl , three fons and 
three daughters. The eldeft fon, Edmund, died 
without iffue, in his father's lifetime. The third, 
Ethelfward , inherited his father's paflion for 
letters , and lived a private life. The fecond , 
Edward, fucceeded to his power ;^ and paffes 
by the appellation of Edward the Elder, being 
the firft of that name who lat on the Englifh 
ibrone. 



EDWARD the Elder. 



T. 



HIS prince , who equalled his father in mili- pqi.« 
tary talents , though inferior to him in knowledge 

'* AfTer , p. zo. W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 4. 
** Ibid K z 
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CHAP, and erudition ** , found immediately , on Ms 
!!• acceflGon , a fpecimen of that turbulent life, to 
which all princes, and ev/en all individuals were 
expofed , in an age when men , lefs reftrained by 
lawor juftice, and lefs occupied by induftry, had 
no aliment for their inquietude, but wars, infur- 
rcdions, convulfions» rapine, and depredation. 
Ethelwald , his coufm-german , fon of king; 
Ethclbert, the elder brother of Alfred, infiftcd 
on his preferable title ^'; and arming his partizans, 
took poffeflion of Winburne, where he feemed 
determined to defend himfelf to the laft extremity, 
and to. await the ilTue of his pretenfions *'. But 
when the king approached the town with a great 
army, Ethelwald, having the profped of certain 
deftrudion , made his efcape , and fled fir(l into 
Normandy , and thence into Northumberland ; 
where he hoped , that the people , who had been 
recently fubdued by Alfred , and who were im- 
patieht, of peace , would , on the/intelligence of 
that great prince's death, feize the firft pretence 
or opportunity of rebellion. The event did not 
difappoint. his expe<ftations : The Northumbrians 
declared for him ** ; and Ethelwald , having thus 
connected his intcreft with the Danifli tribes , 
w^nt beyond fea, and colleding a body of tbefe 
free - hooters , he excited the hopes of all thofc 



W. Malmf. lib. 2. cap. 5. Hoveden, p. 421. 
Cferpn. Sax. p. 99, 100. 
Ibid. p. 100. H. Hunting, lib. 5. p. 352. 
•• Ibid. Ibid. 
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who had been accuftcMned to fubfift by rapine chap. 
and violence *^ The Eaft-Anglian Danes joined ii, 
his party: The Five-burgers, who were feated 
in the heart of Mercia , began to put themfelves 
in motion ; and the Englifh found that they were 
again menaced with thofe convulfions , from 
which the yalour and policy of Alfred had fo 
lately refcued them. The rebels, headed by 
Ethelwald , made an incurfion into the counties 
of Glocefter, Oxford, and Wilts; and having 
exercifed their ravages in thefe places , they 
retired with their booty; before the king, who 
had affembled an army, was able to approach 
them. Edward, however, who was determined 
that his preparations fhould not be fruitlefs, 
conduded his forces iiito Eaft-Anglia , and 
retaliated the injuries which the inhabitants had 
committed , by fpreading the like devaftatiori 
among them. Satiated with revenge , and loaded 
with booty, he gave orders to retire: But the 
authority of thofe ancient kings , which was 
JFeeble in peace , was not much better eftablifhed 
in the field ; and the Kentifh men , greedy of 
more fpoil , ventured , contrary to repeated orders^ 
to ftay behind him, and to take up their quarters 
in Bury. This difobedience proved in the ifluc 
fortunate to Edward. The Danes afTaulted the 
Kentifh men ; but met with fo vigorous a refiftance , 
that, though they gained the field of battle^ 

*' Chron. Sax. p. too. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo 

K3 
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6 H A P. they bought that advantage by the lofs of their 
H, bravcfl: leaders , and among the reft , by that of 
Ethel wald , who perifhed in the adion'**. The 
king , freed from the fear of fo dangerous a 
competitor, made peace on advantageous term^ 
with the Eaft-Angles '•'• 
In order to reftore England to fuch a ftatc of 
. tranquillity as it was then capable of attaining, 
naught was wanting but the fubjedion of the 
Northumbrians , who, aififted by the fcattered 
Danes in Mercia , continually infefted the bowels 
of the kingdom. Edward, in order to divert the 
force of thefe enemies, prepared a fleet to attack 
them by. fea ; hoping , that , when his fbips 
appeared on their coaft, they rouft at leaft remain 
at home , and provide for their defence. But the 
Northumbrians were lefs. anxious to fecure their 
own property than greedy to commit fpoil on 
their enemy ; and concluding , that the chief 
ftrength of the Englilh was embarked on board 
the fleet, they thought the opportunity favour- 
able, and entered Edward's territories with/ all 
their forces. The king , who was prepared againft 
this event , attacked them on their return at 
Tetenhall in the county of Stafford , put them 
to rout , recovered all the booty , and purfued 
them with great flaughter into their owii country. 
All the relt of Edward's reign was a fcene of 
continued and fuccefsfiil adion again ft the 

Chron. Sax, p. tor. Brompton, p. 832. 

Chron. Sax. p. 102. Brompton, p. 83«. Matth. Weft, 
p. igi. 
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Northumbrians , the Eaft - Angles , the Five- chap. 
burgers , and the foreign Danes , who invaded 11. 
him from Normandy and Britanny. Nor was he 
lefs provident in putting his kingdom in a pofture 
of defence , than vigorous in aflaulting the enemy. 
He fortified the towns of Chefter, Eddefbury, 
Warwic, Cherbury , Buckingham, Towcefter, 
Maldon , Huntingdon , and Colchefter. He fought 
two fignal battles, at Temsford and IVIaldon "*. 
He vanquiflied Thurketill , a great Danilh chief, 
and obliged him to retire with his followers into 
France , in queft of fpoil and adventures. He * 
fubdued the Eaft - Angles , and forced them to 
fwear allegiance to him : He expelled the two 
rival princes of Northumberland , Reginald and 
Sidroc, and acquired, for the prefent, the dominioa 
of that province : Several tribes of the Britons 
were fubjeded by him; and even the Scots, who, 
during the reign of Egbert , had , under the 
condudl of Kenneth , their king, increafed their 
power, by the final fubjedion of the Pids ; were 
neverthelefs obliged to give him marks of fub* 
miflfion '*'. In all thefe fortunate atchievements 
he was aflifted by the adlivity and prudence of 
his fifter Ethelfleda, who was widow of Ethel- 
bert , earl of IMercia , and who , after her hulband's 
death, retained the government of that province. 
This princefs ,, who had been reduced to extremity 



*** Chron. Sax. p. 108. Flor. Wigom. p. 601. 
'*' Chron. Sax. p. 110. Hovcdea, p. 421. 
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c H A P. in child -bed, refufed afterwards all commerce 
u. with her hulband ; not from any weak fuperftition , 
as was common in that age , but bccaufe (he 
deemed all domeftic occupations unworthy of 
her mafculine and ambitious fpirit "\ She died 
before her brother ; and Edward , during the 
remainder of his reign , took upon himfelf the 
immediate government of JVlercia , which before 
had been entrufted to the authority of a governor '*\ 
The Saxon Chronicle fixes the death of this prince 
^ in 925 "*' : His kingdom devolved to Athelftan, 
Jiis natural foa 

ATHELSTAN. 

X HE ftain in this prince's birth was not, m 
thofe time$ , deemed fo confiderable as to exclude 
him from the throne ; and Athelftan , being of 
an age^ as well as of a capacity, fitted for go- 
vernment, obtained the preference to Edward's 
younger children , whb, though legitimate, were 
pf too tender years to rule a nation fo much 
cxpofed both to foreign jnvafion and to domeftic 
convulfions. Some difcontents, however, pre- 
vailed on' his acceflion ; -and Alfred , a nobleman 
of confiderable power , was thence encouraged to 
enter into a confpiracy againft him. This incident 



52s. 



'94 



W. Malmef. lib. 2- cap. 5. Matth. Weft p. 182. 
Ingulf, p. 28. Higden, p. 261. 

Chron. Sax. p. 110, Brompton, p. Sji* 
/^ ^•^ Pag? 110/ ^ ; . ^j A- J-f' ^f^ 
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is related by biftorlans with circumftances, \vhich c H a ?. 
the reader , according to the degree of credit he ir. 
is difpofed to give them, may impute either to 
the invention of monks , who forged them , or to 
their artifice, who fourici means of making them 
real. Alfred, it is faid, being feized upon ftrong 
fufpicions, but without any certain proof, firmly 
denied the confpiracy imputed to him; and in 
order to juftify himfelf, he oflfered to fwear to 
his innocence before the pope, who^e perfon , it 
was fuppofed , contained fuch fuperior fandlity , 
that no one could prefume to give a falfe oath in his 
prefence, and yet hope to efcape the immediate ven- 
geance of heaven. The king accepted of the condi- 
tion , and Alfred was conduced to Rome ; where , 
cither confcious of his innocence, or negleding 
the fuperftition , to which he appealed , he ventured 
to make the oath required of him , before John , 
who then filled the papal chair. But no fooner 
bad he pronounced the fatal words , than he fell 
into convolfions , of which, three days after, he 
expired. The king, as if the guilt of the con- 
fpirator was now fully afcertained , confifcated 
his eftate , and made a prefent of it to the mo- 
naftery of Malmefbury "'; fecure that no doubts 
would ever thenceforth be entertained concerning 
the jufticc of his proceedings. 

The dominion of Athelftan was no focner 
cftablilhed over his Englifh fubjeds ; than he 
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W. MalmeC lib. 2. cap. 6, Spell, Cone. p. 407. 
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H A, P. endeavoured to give fecurity to the government, 
!!• by providing againd the infurredions of the 
Danes , which had created fo much diflurbance 
to his predeceffors. He marched into Nor- 
thumberland; apd finding, that the inhabitants bore 
with impatience the Englifh yoke , he thought it 
prudent to confer on Sithric, a Danifh nobleman, 
the dtte of King , and to attach him to his interefls, 
by giving him his fifter , Edicha in marriage. But 
this policy proved by accident the fource of 
dangerous confequences. Sithric died in a twelve- 
month after; and his two fons by a former 
marriage, Anlaf and Godfrid, founding prcten- 
fions on their father's elevation , affumed the 
fovereignty, without waiting for Athelftan's con- 
fent. They were foon expelled by the power of that 
inonarch;and the former took flielter inlreland,as the 
latter did in Scotland; where he received, during 
fome time, protedion from Conflantine, who 
theo enjoyed the crown of that kingdom. The 
Scottifh prince, however, continually folicitcd, 
and even menaced, by Athelftan, at lad promifed 
to deliver up his gueftj but fecretly deteftingtbis 
treachery, he gave Godfrid warning to make his 
efcape "*; and that fugitive, after fubfifting by 
piracy for fome years, freed the king, by his 
death , from any farther anxiety. Athelftan , 
refenting Conftantine's behaviour, entered Scot- 
land with an army ; and ravaging the country with 



!•« 



W« Malmef. lib. 2» cap. 6. 
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impunity"*, he reduced the Scots to fuch diRrefs, c ii a r. 
that their king was content to preferve his crown, IL 
by making fubmiflions to the enemy. The 
Englifti hiftorians affert "* , that Conftantine did 
homage to Athelftan for his kingdom ; and they 
add, that the latter prince, being urged by his 
courtiers to pufh the prefent favourable oppor- 
tunity, and entirely fubdue Scotland, replied, 
that it was more glorious to confer than conquer 
kingdoms "'. But thofe annals , fo uncertain 
and imperfed in themfelves, lofe all credit, when 
national prepofTeflions and animofities have place: 
And on that account, the Scotch hiftorians , who* 
without having any more knowledge of the matter, 
Arenuoufly deny the fadl , fcem more worthy of 
belief. 

CoNSTANTiNE, whether he owed the retaining 
of his crown to the moderation of Athelftan , who 
was unwilling to employ all his advantages againft 
bim, or to the policy of that prince, whoeftcemed 
tbe humiliation of an enemy a greater acquifition 
than the fubjeAionof a difcontented and mutinous 
people, thought the behaviour of the Englifh 
monarch more an objed of refentment than of 
gratitude. He entered into a confederacy with 
Anlaf , who had coUeded a great body of Danifti 
pirates , whom he found hovering in the Irifli 



f 



Chron. Sax. p, in. Hovcden, f. 422. H. Hun- 
ting.^lib. 5. p. 354. 

'* Hoveden , p. 422. 

W. Malcief. lib. 2. cap. 6. Anglia Sacra, vol. U 
p. 212. 
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CHAP, feas ; and with fome Welfh princes , \vh6 were 
"• terrified at the growing power of Athelftan: 
And all thefe allies made by concert an irruption 
with a great army into England. Athelftan , col- 
leAing his forces , met the enemy near Brunfbury 
in Northumberland , and defeated them in a 
general engagement This vidory was chiefly 
affribed to the valour of Turketul, the Englifh 
chancellor: For in thofc turbulent ages , no one 
was fo much occupied in civil employments, as 
wholly to lay afide the military charader "*. 
THERfc is a circumftance , not unworthy 6f 
' notice , which hiftorians relate with regard to the 
tranfadions of this war. Anlaf , on the approach 
of the Englifli army, thought, that he -could not 
venture too much to enfure a fortunate event; 
and employing the artifice formerly pradifed by 
Alfred againft the Danes, he entered the enemy's 
camp in the habit of a minftrel. The ftratagem 
was for the prefent attended with like fuccefs. 
He gave fuch fatisfadion to the foldiers, who 
flocked about him , that they introduced him to 
the king's tent; and Anlaf, having played before 
that prince and his nobles during their repaft , 
was difmilTed with a handfomc reward. His 
prudence kept him from refufing the prefent; 
but his pride determined him, on his departure^ 
to bury it, while he fancied that he was unefpied 



The olTice of chancellor among the Anglo - Salmons 
refembled more that of a ft^retary of .ftatc, than that of 
Dur prefent chancellor. See Speliman in voce Cauce/ariui* 
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by all the world But a foldier in'Athelftan*s chap* 
camp, who had formerly ferved under Anlaf, h^ 
had been ftrirck with feme fufpicion on the firft 
appearance of the minftrel ; and was engaged fay 
curiofity to obferve all his motions. He regarded 
this laft adion as a full proof of Anlafs difguifc; 
and he immediately cai*ried the intelligence to 
Athelflan , who blamed him for not fooncr giving 
bim information, that he might have feized his. 
enemy. But the foldier told him, that, as he had 
formerly fworn fealty to Aulaf, he could never 
have pardoned, himfelf the treachery of betraying 
andruining his ancient mafter; and that Athelftan 
himfelf, after fuch an inftance pf his criminal 
con^u^i would have had equal reafon to diftruft 
his allegiance. Athejftan , having . praifed the 
generofity of the foldier's principles, refleifled 011 
the incident, which he forefaw might be attended 
with important confequcnces. He removed his 
(lation in the camp ; and as a bifliop arrived that 
evening with a reinforcement of troops, (for the 
cccIeCaftics were then no lefs warlike than the 
civil magiftrates) he occupied with his train that 
very, place which had been left vacant by the 
king's removal. The precaution of Athelftan was 
found prudent: For no fooner had darknefs fallen, 
than Anlaf broke into the camp , and haftening 
direilly to the place where he had left the king s- 
tent, put the bifiiop to death, before h^ had 
time to prepare for his defence '". 

'**- W. Malmef. lib. %. cap. 6. Higden, p. 263- 
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CH A r. There fell feveral Danifh and Welfli princes 
II. in the adlion of Brunflbury "* ; and Conftantine 
and Anlaf made their efcape with difficulty , 
leaving the greater part of their army on tht 
field of battle. After this fuccefs , Athelftati 
enjoyed his crown in tranquillity ; and he is 
regarded as one of the ableft and moft adlive of 
thofe ancient princes, He paffed a remarkable law , 
which was calculated for the encouragement of 
commerce , and which it rcqiiired fomc liberality 
of mind , in that age , to have devifed : That a 
merchant, who had made three long fea-^voy ages 
on his own account, fhould be admitted to the 
rank of a thane or gentleman. This prince died 
at Gloceller in the year 941 *", after a reign of 
fixteerf years ; and was fucceedde by Edmnind^ 
his legitimate brother, 

EDMUND. 

541. UDMUND , on his acceffion, met with difturb- 
ancc from the reftlefs Northumbrians, who lay ia 
wait for every opportunity of breaking into 
rebellion. But marching fuddenly with his forces 
into their country, he fo overawed the rebels, 
that they endeavoured to appeafe him by the 
moft humble fubmiflions "*. Ia order to give 
liim the furer pledge of their obedience, they 

''* Brompton, p. S39- Ingulf, p. 29. 

"* Chron. Sax. p. 114. 

*** W. Malmcf. lib, z. cap. 7. Brompton, p, 857. 
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offered to embrace Chriftianity; a religion which chap. 
the Englifh Danes had frequently profeffed, when u, 
reduced to difficulties, but which, for that very 
reafon, they regarded as a badge of fervitude, 
and fhook oflf as foon as a favourable opportunity 
offered. Edmund , trufting little to their fincerity 
in this forced fubmiffion , ufed the precaution of 
removing the Five- burgers from the towns of 
Mercia , in which they had been allowed to 
fettle ; b^caufe it was* always found , that they 
took advantage of every commotion, and intro- 
duced the rebellious or foreign Danes into- the 
heart of the kingdom. He alfo conquered Cum- 
berland from the Britons ; and conferred that 
territory on JVlalcolm king of Scotland , on con- 
dition that he fliould do hjm homage for it, 
and protedl the north from all future incurfions of 
the Danes. 

EuMUND was young when he came to the 
crown; yet was his reign fhort , as his death 
was violent One day , as he was folemnizing a 
feftival in the county ofGlocefter, he remarked, 
that Leolf, a notorious robber, whom he had 
fcntenced to banifhment , had yet the boldnefs to 
enter the hall where he himfelf dined , and to fit 
at table with his attendants. Enraged at this in- 
folence, he ordered him to leave the room; but 
on his refufmgto obey, the king, whofe temper, 
naturally choleric , was inflamed by-this additional 
infult, leaped on him himfelf, and feized him by 
the hair : But the ruffian , pufhed to extremity , 
drew^his dagger, and gave ij[£dmund a wound. 
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n A P, of which he ihoimediately expired. This event 
II. happened in the year 946, and in the fixth year 
of the king's reign. Edmund left male-ilTue, 
but fo young , that they were incapable of go- 
verning the kingdom; and his brother, Edred, 
was promoted to the thjone. 

E D R E D. 

94«. X HE reign of this prince , as thofe of his 

predeceflbrs, was difturbed by the rebellions and 
incurfions of the Northumbrian Danes , who , 
though frequently quelled, were never entirely 
(ubdued , nor had ever paid a fmcere allegiance 
to the crown of England. The fuccefljon of a 
new king feemcd to them a favourable opportunity 
for fiiaking oflf the yoke; but on Edred's appear- 
ance with an army, they made him their wonted 
lubmiflions; and the king, having wafted the 
country with fire and fword , as a punifhmcnt 
of their rebellion, obliged them to renew their 
oaths of allegiance ; and he ftraight retired with 
his forces. The obedience of the Danes lafted 
no longer than the prefent terror. Provoked at 
the deyaftations of Edred , and even reduced by 
neccffity to fubfift on plunder , they broke into 
a newc rebellion, and were again fubdued: But 
the king, now inftruded by experience, took 
greater precautions againft their future revolt. 
He fixed Englifft garrifons in the^r moft con- 
fiderable towns; and placed over them an Englifli 
governor , who might watch all their motions^ 

and 
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and fupprels'any inftirredioti on its firft appear- chap* 
ance* Heobiige4l>dlfoIV|alcoim , kin^ of Scotland » ll. 
to renew his homage for the lands which he held 
in England. 

Edred, though not unwarlike, nor unfit for 
adive life * lay under the influence of the loweft 
fuperftition , and had blindly delivered over his 
confcience to the guidance of Dunftan , comnnonly 
called St. Dunftan , abbot ofGlaftenbutyi whom 
be advanced to the higheft offices , and who 
covered, under the appearance of fandity, the 
mofl violent and moft infolent ambition. Taking 
adv^taee of the implicit confidence repofed iii 
him by the king , this churchman imported into 
England a new order of monks, who much 
changed the (late of ecclefiaftical affairs, and 
excited, on their firft eftabliHiment » the moft 
violent commotions 

From the introdudion of Chriflianity among the 
Saxons , there had been monafieries in England ; 
and thefe cflablifbments had extremely multiplied, 
by the dona tioi>5 of the princes and nobles; 
whofe fuperflition, derived from their ignorance 
and precarious life , and increafed by remorfel 
.for the crimes into which they w<lre fo frequently 
betrayed , knew no other expedient for appeaf- 
ing the Deity than a profufe liberality towards 
the ecclefiadics. £ut the monks had hitherto 
been a fpecies of fecular priefh , who lived 
after the manner of the prcfent canons or pre- 
bendaries, and were both interminj^jled, in feme 
degree, with the vorld, and endeavoured to 
Vol. I. X L 
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CHAP, render themfdves ufeful to it They were 
11. employed in the education of ylouth "' : They 
had the difpofal of their own time and induftry : 
They were not fubjcfted to the rigid rules of 
an order : They had made do vows of implicit 
obedience to their fuperiors "*: And they (tilh 
retained the choice , without quitting the con- 
vent, cither of a married or a finglc life "*. 
But a miftaken piety had produced in Italy a 
jiew fpecies of monks, called Benedidines, who, 
carrying farther the plaufible principles of moi'ti- 
fication, fecluded themfelves entirely from the 
world , renounced all claim to liberty , and made 
fi merit of the moft inviolable chaftity. Thefe 
practices and principles, which fuperftition at 
firft engendered, were greedily embraced and 
promoted by the policy of the court of Rome. 
The Roman pontiff, who was making every 
day great advances towards an abfolute fovereignty 
over the ecclefiaftics, perceived, that the celibacy 
of the clergy alone could break off entii*ely 
tl)eir connexion with the civil power, and 
depriving them of every other objedl of ambi- 
tion, engage them to promote, with unceafing 
induftry^ the grandeur of their own order. He 
/ was fenfible, that, fo long as the monks were 

'" Osberne in Anglia Sacra ^ torn. iL p. 92. 
"• Ibid. p. 91. 
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Sec Wharton's notes to Anglia Sacra, torn. ii. p. 9r. 
Gervafe, p., 1645. Chron. Wi^t. MS. apud Spell. Cone! 
P- 434- 
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indulged in raarriagc, and >vere permitted to c h a ly 
rear families, they never could be fubje(flcd to «♦ 
ftridl difciplinc ; or reduced to tljat flavery under 
their . fuperiors , which was requifite to procure 
to the mandates, iffucd from Rome, a ready 
and zealous obedience. Celibacy, therefore, 
Ibe^n to be extolled, as the indifpenfible duty 
of priefts ; and the pope undertook to make all 
the clergy throughout the weftem world r«* 
jiounce at once the privilege of piarriage: A fortu- 
nate policy, but at the fame time an undertaking the 
moft difficult of any , fince he had the ftrongeft 
propenfities of human nature to encounter, and 
found , that the fame connexions with the female 
fex , which generally encourage devotion , were 
here unfavourable to the fuccefs of his projedl* 
It is no wpnder, therefore, that this mafter- 
ftroke of art fliould have met with violent contra^ 
didipn , and that the ifcterefts of the hierarchy , 
and the inclinations of the priefls, being no\y 
placed in this fmgular oppofition, fhould, not- 
yrithftanding the continued eflforts of Rome, 
have retarded the execution of that bold fcheme^ 
during the courfe of near three centuries. 

As the bilhops and parochial clergy lived 
apart with their families, and were more con- 
neAed with the world , the hopes of fuccefs with 
them were fainter , and the pretence for making 
them renounce marriage was much lefs plaufible. 
But the pope, having ca|l his eye on the monks 
as the bafis of his authority, was determined 
to reduce them under flrid rules of obedience. 
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t H k V. to procure them the credit of (andtity by an 
tt. appearance of the mod rigid mortification , and to 
break off all their other ties which might interfere 
with his fpi ritual policy. Under pretence , therefore 
of reforming abufes , which were , in fome degree, 
unavoidable in the ancient eftablifhments , be liad 
already fpread over the fouthern countries of 
Europe the fevere laws of monadic lifci, and 
began to form attempts towards a like innovation 
in England. The favourable opportunity offered 
itfelf (and it was greedily feized ),arifing from 
the weak fuperftition of Edred, and the violent 
impetuous charader of Dunftan. 

Dun STAN was bom of noble parents rn the weft 
of England ; and being educated under his uncle , 
Aldhelm , then Archbilhop of Canterbury, had 
betaken himfelf to the ecclefiaftical life , and had 
acquired fome charaAer in the court of Edmund. 
He was , however , r^prefented to that prince as 
a man of licentious manners '**; and finding his 
fortune blafled by thefe fufpicions, his ardent 
ambition prompted him to repair his indifcretions 
by running into anoppofite extreme. Hefeclud* 
cd himfelf entirely from the world ; he framed 
ft ceil fo fmall that he could neither fland ereA 
in it nor flretch out his limbs during his repofe; 
and he here employed himfelf perpetually either 
in devotion or in manual labour '*'. It is probable, 
tbat his brain became gradually crazed by thefe 
foliury occupations, and that his. head was 

. '.*• Osbcrac, p. 95* Matdu Weft, p, ig?. 
'*' Osborne, p. 96. 
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filled with cbkmraS) vrfaicfa, being believed by c if a f, 
liimfelf and bis ftupid votaries , procured him the n. 
^neral cfaarader of fan<3ity among the people. 
He fancied , that the devil , ahiong the frequent 
vifits, which he paid him, was one day more 
earned than ufual in his temputions ; till Dunftan » 
provoked at his importunity, feized him by the nofe 
with a pair of red hot pincers, as he put hi» 
head into the ceU ; and he held him there , till that 
malignant fpirit made the whole neighbourhood 
refound with his bellowings. This notable exploit 
was ferioufly credited and extotted by the publi,c; it 
is tranffnittedtopofteritybyonewbo.conftdering 
the age in which he lived , may pa(s for a writer 
otfome elegance'**; and it infured to Dunflan^ 
a reputation , which no real piety , much lefs 
virtue, could , even in the moft enlightened period, 
have ever procured him with the people. ^ 

SuppotTED by the charader obtained ixi his 
retreat^ Dunftan appeared a^in in the world; 
^nd gained fuch an afcendant over Edred , who 
had fucceeded to the crown , as made him , not 
only thedire<florof chat prince's confcience, but his 
counfellor in the moft momentous affairs of 
government He was placed at the bead of the 
treafury '*% and being thus poflefled both of 
power at court, and of credit with the populace^ 
he was enabled to attempt with fuccefs the 
moft arduous enterprizes. Finding, that hii^ 



Osbeme, p. c^T* 
^'^ IhiA p. loa, Willin^d, p* 541.^ 
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t fl A p. advancement had been owfog to the opinion of 
It his aufterity , he profeffed himfelf a partizan of 
^the rigid monadic rules; and after introducing 
that reformation into the convents of Glaftenbury 
and Abingdon, he endeavoured to render it 
univerfal in the kingdom. / 

The minds of men were already well prepared 
for this innovation. The praifes of an inviolable 
chaftity had been carried to the higheft extrava- 
gance by fome of the firft preachers of Chriftianity 
among the Saxons : The pleafures of love had 
been reprefented as incompatible with Chriftian 
perfeAion : And a total abftinence from all com- 
merce with the fex was deemed fuch a meritori- 
ous penance , as was fufficient to atone for the* 
greateft enormities. The confequence feemed 
natural , that thofe at leaft ^ho officiated at the 
altar ihould be clear of this pollution; and when 
the doArine of tranfubftantiation , which was 
now* creeping in '**, was once fully eftabliflbed^ 
the reverence to the real body pf Chrift in the 
eucharift ^)eftowed on this argument an additional 
force and influence. The monks knew how to 
avail themfelves of all thefe popular topics, and 
to fet off their o\^n charadlcr to the beft advantage. 
They affeded the greateft aufterity of life and 
manners: They indulged themfelves in thehigheft 
ftrains of deyotfofi : They inveighed bitterly 
againft the vices and pretended luxury of the age: 
They were particularly vehement againft the 
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aitfohite fives ©f the fecular clergy, their rivals: c ti A t. 
Evei^ inftance of liber tin iftn in any individual of IL 
thatofder^as reprefeftted a^ a general corruption: 
A'nd>V here other topics of defamation were want- 
iii^, their marriage became a fure fubje<fl of 
inVeftive^ afid their wives received the name of 
<6ncubipfi, ^r 6ther morfe opprobrious appellation. 
The fetul^r defgy; oil the other hand, who 
were numerous , and rich , and pofTeffed of the 
ecclefiaftical dignities , defended themfelves with 
vigour, and endeavoured to retaliate upon their 
adVerfaries. The people were thrown into agit» 
ti6n ; and fe^ inftanccs occur of more violent 
^iffenfions, excited by the moft material differences 
iriteligcdn; or rather by the moll ffivoious: Since 
ritf is a juft remaric, that the more affinity' there is 
't>etween theological pWtie^^ the gr^gater coiitjaonly 
*is' their animofity; ' . '' 

--• The ppogvtb of the monks, which was become 
cdnfidetl^ble, was foraewh'ac retarded by the death 
of Edred, their parttzan, who expired after a 
reign of nine years "*. He left children ; but as 
they were infants, his nephew, Edwy, fon of 
* Edmund , vras placed on the throne. 

E D W Y- 

Jd»DWY, at the time of his acceffion, was not ^s* 
above fixtcen or feventeen years of age, was 
pofleffed of the moll amiable figure » and ws^ 
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t ti A T. even endowed, according to auth^itie aecomM^ 
11. >)vith the moft promifing vMtics "*. He i^vould 
have been the favourite of his people-, had he 
not unhappily , at the commencement of hit 
reign, been engaged in^ controvcrfy with the 
monks, Mrhofe rage neither the graces, of the 
body nor virtues of the mind could mitigate ^ 
and who -have purfued hi? memory with the 
fame unrelenting vengeance, which they exercifed 
againft his perfon and dignity during his ibore 
and unfortunate feign. There was a beautiful 
princefs of the royal blood , called Elgiva , who 
had made imprcffion on the tender he^rt of Edwy ; 
and as he was of an age , when the force of the 
])afl[}O0s firftv begins, to be felt, he had ventured, 
contrary to the. advice of his gravffC^ oounfeUors, 
9nd the . rcmonfeHpc^ l^^tht. mm^ : digqified 
ecclefiaftics "' , to efpoufe h«^5, ithough f^fi 
Was within the degrees . i of • afBoky . prohi* 
bited by the caoon^hiw "*. Af tktiwfcfterity, 
MSt&ti hyi the monks , imide thtm pir tieplarly 
violeikt on this occafion , Edwy entertained a 
flronft^ prcpoffeflion againfl: them ; md fcemed 
on that account determioed not ^o fecond 
their projed, of expelling the feculars from all 
the convents, and of poflcfllng themfelves of 
thofe rich eftabliihraents. War was therefore 
declared l>ftwecn the king and the monks; and 
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W. Malmcf. lib. a. cap. 7. 



'*• Ibid. 
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the fwmti ibon found reafon to repent hii ^ ro- c h a f« 
voking fuch dangerous, enemies. On the day of u, 
bis coronation , his nobility were a&mbled in a 
great ball, and were indulging themfelves in 
that riot and diforder, which, from the example 
of iheir German anceftors , had become habitual 
tothcSrEqglifh "*; when Edwy, attra^d.by foftcr 
pl^afur^s, retired into the Queen's apartment, 
and in that privacy , gave reins to his fondnefs 
towards his wife, vrhich was only moderately 
checked by the prefence of her mother. Dunftan 
conjc«3ured the reaCon of the king s retreat ; and 
carrying along with him, Odo, archbilhop of 
Canterbury , over whom he had gained an 
ablblute afcendant , he burft into the apartment, 
upbraided Edwy with his lafcivioulhefs, probably 
be(V>vrQd on the queen tlie moft opprobrious 
epithet that can be applied to her fex , and 
tearing hint) from her arms , pufhed him back , in 
a xlifgraceful manner, into the banquet of the 
nobJ^siV, Edwy, though young and oppo&d by 
the preji|dices of die people^ found an opportuni ty 
of taking revenge for this public infiilt. He 
quefiionfd Dunftan concerning ihe adminiftration 
of the treafury during the rciga of bis predecef- 
^of^^\i :9A(lwben that ipioifter refufed tq give any 
account * of imoney, expended » af he affirmed, by 

"• VdiJogfiifd, p^ S4^ J 

"• W. MalmcC lib. 2. cap. 7. Osbcme, p. 83. log, 
M. Weft. p. i|^^, 196. 

"* Wallin^d,p. 5411. Alur; Bcverl. p. iiJl. 
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IB H A P. orders oiF the late king; ne acciifcd bim of mat 
IL iverfation in his office, and banifhed biiir the 
kingdom. But Dunftan*s cabal wa's not unadtive 
during his abfence : They filled the ptibJic with 
high panegyrics on his fandity : They exclaimed 
againft the impiety of the king and queen: And 
having poifoned the minds of the people bythefe 
declamations , they proceeded to ftill more outrage- 
ous ades of violence againft the royal authority. 
Archbifliop Odo fent into the palace a party of 
5^/^,^'/^^/rc>y II ibldiers , who feized the queen; and haying 
/v>^^-/.k *^ (burned her fa0e with a red hot iron in order t6 
<t V^^^^'^-'^HMeftroy that fatal beauty, which had fcduced 
; // jEdwy, they carried her by force into Ireland", 

there to remain in perpetual exile *": Edwy, 
finding it vain to refift , was obliged to confent to 
his divorce, which was pronounced by Odo "*; 
and a cataftrophe, (liUmore difinal,* awaited 
the unhappy Elgiva. That amiable princefs , 
being cured of her wounds , and having even 
obliterated the fcar^, with which Odo had^hoped 
to deface her beaut?y*, returned into England , 
and was flying to the embraces of the king^ 
whom fbe iUll regarded as her hufband ; when 
fhe feU into the hands of a party, whom the 
primate had fent to intercept her. Nothing hiit 
her death could now give fecurity to Odo and 
the monks; and the mod cruel death was requifite 
to f^tiate their vengeance; Sho Was hamfbringed ; 



*'* Osbcrne, p. 84. Gervafc, p. 1644^ 



**" Hoivedcn , p. 4^5. 
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find Mpired'a few days after at Glbcefltr In the c h a: f^ 
nioft acute torments ''*. r ii. 

THfiEngliib, blinded with fuperftition, inllead 
of being fbocked with this inhiunaoity, exclaimed 
that the misfortunes of Edwy and his confort were 
a juft judgment fot* their difTolute contempt of 
the ecclefiaftical ftatutes. They even proceeded 
fo rebellion againft their foveTeig;n>; and having 
placed Edgar at their head , the younger brother 
of Edwy, .a boy of thirteen yeaf? of age, they 
foon put him in pofleflion of Mercia., Northunv- 
berland, £a(l-Anglia; and chaced Edwy into the 
fouthem counties. That it might pot be doubtful 
at whofe iniliga^on this revolt |Was undertaken ; 
Dunftan returned into England, and took upoa 
him the government pf l^dgar and his party, fie 
was firft inftalled in |he fee of Worceftcr, thep 
in that of London *", and, on Odo's death, and 
the violent expulfion of Brithelm , his fuccedbr, 
in that of Canterbury '*'; of a^. which he long 
kept pofTeflion. ' Odo is tranfmitted to us by 
the monks under .the charader of a man of piety^ 
Dunflan was even canonized ; and is one of thofe 
numerous faints of the fan^ (lamp wh o di f gracC ' 
the Romifli calendar. Meanwhile the nnhappjf 
Edwy was excommunicated "'% and purfued 

"* Osborne, p. 84. Gcrtafc, p. 1645, 1646. i 

'" Chron Sax/ p. ii7,Flor. Wigom. p, 695. Walling* 
ford, p. 544. > 

"* Hovcden, p. 425. Osberne, p. 109. 

'*' Brompton, l^/^j* 
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CHAP, with ihnvlenting vengeance ; but Itts cteatik ^ yirhidf 
u; happened foon after , freed has eaemies from aO 
friither inquietude , and gave £d|gar peace^le 
pofifelficMi of the govcranicnt^/'\ 

EDGAR. 

X HIS prince, who mounted the throne m fticSi 
eariy youth , foon difcovercd an eKcelient capacity 
in the adminiftration of affairs ; and hk reign i» 
\5nc pf the 'moft fortunate that \re meet with in 
the ancient Englifh hiftory. He Ibowed no averfion 
to war; he made the wifeft preparations ag&inft 
invaders : And by this vigow and forefigbt, he 
was enabled, without any danger of fufiering 
infults, to indulge his inclination towards peace, 
and to employ himfclf in fuppbrting and improve 
ing the internal government of his kingdom. 
* He maintained a body of difciplined troops; which 

lie quartered in the north , in order to keep tli^ii 
muunous Northumbrians in fubjedion, and to 
repel the inroads of the Scots. He buiJt and 
Supported a powerful navy"*; and that he might 
tetain the.featnen in the praAice of their duty, 
and always prefent a formidable armament to 
his enemies , he (Rationed three fquadrons off the 
coaft , and ordered them to make , from time to 
time, the circuit of his dominioos '^*. The foreign 

*" See note [B] skt the end of the Volume. 

'*• Higden^p, 2^5. 

**• Sec note CC] at the em) of tijtf VDiome* 
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Danes dared not to approach a country ^b*^ o ■ a R,i 
aqppeared in fiich a pofture of defence: Tlie 4i». 
domefUc Danes faw inevitable deftroAion to be 
the confequence of their tumults and infurredionst 
The neighbouring fovereigns , the king of Scot* 
land 9 the princes of Wales, of the Ifle of Man, 
of the Orkneys , and even of Ireland *** , were 
reduced to pay fubmiflion to ib formidable a 
monarch. He carried his fiiperiority to a great 
height, and might have excited an univerfal 
combination againft him, bad not his power 
been fo well eftablifhed , as to deprive his enemies, 
of all hopes of fhaking it |t is fiiid, that, 
refiding once at Chcfter, and having propofed to 
go by water to the abbey of St. John the Baptift » , 
be obliged eight df his tributary princes to row 
him in a barge upon the Dee '^\ The Engliih 
hiftorians are fond of mentioning the name of Ken* 
nethllL king of Scots among the number ^ The 
Scotttih biftoaans either deny the fsufl,or aflert , that 
their king, if ever be acknowledged himfelfavafial 
to Edgar, did him homage, not for his crown, 
but'fpr the dominions which he held ia England. 
But the chief means , by which Edgar main- 
^tained his authority, and preferved public peace, 
was the payipgof court to Dunftan and the monks, 
who had at firft placed him on the throne , and 
who, by their preteofions^ to fuperior iaadi^ 

'** Spell Cone. p. 4J2. 

*** V. MalmeC Hb. a. ca^. 8. Itovcdpn, p, 406. H, 
Httntiiif. lib. 5. Ff iS^. 
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t H A P. and purity of manners , bad acquired an afcendant 
jl, -over the people. He favoured their fcbeme for 
difpofle^fling the fecular canons of all the monas- 
teries "*' ; he beftowed preferment on none, but 
their partizans ; he allowed Dunftan to refign the 
fee of Worcefter into the hands of Ofwald, one 
of his ^ creatures '**, and to place Ethelwold> 
another of them, in that of Winchefter '*' ; be 
.confulted . thefe prelates in the adminiftration of 
all ecclefiaftical , and even in that of many civil 
affairs; and though the vigour of his own genius 
.prevented him from beipg implicitly guided by 
them , the king ^nd the bifhops found fuch 
advantages in their mutual agreement , that they 
;always adled in concert, and united their influence 
in preferving the peace and tranquillity of the 
Jcingdom, 

In order to compleat the great work o^ placing 
the new order of monks in all the convents .» 
^dgar fummoned a general council of the prelates 
and the heads of the religious orders. He here 
inveighed againft the diffolute lives of the fecular 
clergy ;, the fmallnefs of their tonfure , which , it 
is probable, mainuined no longer any refera- 
blance to the crown of thorns; their negligence 
in attending the exercife of tbeir function ; their 



t4t 



Ghron. Sax. p. 1 17 , 1 1 g- W. MalmeC lib. 2. cap. 8,, 
JHovcden, p. 425,426. Osbeme, p. 112. 

W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 8. Hovcden, p. 425. 
'*' Gervafe, p. 1646. Brompton , p. 864. Flor. Wigorn. 
p, 606. Chron. Abb* St Petri de fiurgo , p. 27 , 28. 
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mhclng with tbe Uity in the pleafures of gaming, chap. 

buntipg, dancing y and finging; and their openly n. 

living with concubines , by which it is commonly 

fuppofed he meant their wives. He then turned 

himfelf to Dunftan the primate ; and in the name 

of king Edred , whom he fuppofed to look down 

from heaven with indignation againll all thofe 

enormities , he thus addreffed him. " It is you , 

^ Dunftan, by whofe advice I founded monaf-* 

*' teries , built churches , and expanded my 

^^ treafure in the fupport of religion and, religious 

" houfes. You were my counfcUor and a^ilatit 

**un all my fchemes: You were the dircAor of 

** my confcience : To you I was obedient in all, 

^ things. When did you call forfupplies, which. 

^ I refufed you ? Was my afliftance ever wanting 

^ to the poor ? Did I deny fupport and eftablifh- 

^ ments to the clergy and the convents? Did 

^^ 1 not hearken to your inftrudions , who told 

^ me, that thefe charities were, of all others, -the 

" moft grateful to my Maker , and fixed a per* 

*' petual fund for the fupport of religion ? And 

^' are all our pious endeavours now fruftrated by 

^' the diffolute lives of the priefts ? Not that I 

" throw any blame on you : You have reafoned, 

** befought, inculcated, ibveighed: But it now , 

" behoves you to ufe fharper and more vigorous ^-^-^^^"^ •> 

** remedies; and conjoining your fpiritual authority 

^* with the civil power , to purge effedually the , 

^ temple of God from thieves and intruders "'.** 

Abbas. Rieva^. p* 360, 361. SpeU. Cone p. 476, 
477,478. . . 
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C H 4 p. '( ^s ^^fy ^o imagine, that this harangue had tfi^ 
II. defired effed ; and that, when the king and prelates 
tlvus concurred with the popular prejudices , it 
was not long before the monks prevailed, and 
eftablifhed their new difcipline ^n almoft all the 
ionvents. 

We may remark ^ that the declamations againft 
the fecular clergy are , both here apd in all the 
I hiftorians, conveyed in general terms; and as that 
order of men are commonly retrained by the 
decency of their charaAer , it is difficult to believe, 
that the complaints againfl: their diflblute manners 
could be fo univerfally juft as is^ pretended. It is 
more probable , that the monks paid court to the 
populace by an affedled aufterity of life ; and, 
reprefenting the mod innocent liberties , taken by 
the other clergy , as great and unpardonable 
toormities, thereby prepared the way for the 
increafe of their own power and influence. Edgar^ 
however, like a true politician, concurred with 
$lie prevailing party ; and he even indulged them 
in pretenfions , which, though they might, when 
complied with, engage the monks to fupport 
royal authority during his own reign, proved 
afterwards dangerous to his fucceflbrs , and gave 
dillurbance to the whole civil power. He feconded 
the policy of the court of Rome , in granting to 
fome monafteries an exemption from epifcopa-l 
jurifdidlion ; He allowed the convents , even 
^bofe of royal foundation , to ufurp the clcdtion 
of their own « abbot: And he admitted their 
forgeries of ancient charters, by which , from the 

pretended 
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ih^etehded grant of former kipgi, thcjr affumed chap. 
tnany privileges and imrtiunities *^\ . ii. 

THbSE merits of Edgar have procured him the 
liigheft panegyrics from the monks ; and he is 
tranfmitted to us not only under the charader of 
a confummate ftatefm^n and an adive prince, 
praifes to which he feems to have been juftly 
entitled^ but under that of a great faint and a 
man of virtue. But nothing could more betray 
both his hvpocrify in inveighing againft the 
licentioufnefs of the fecular clergy j arid the in- 
tercfted tpirit of his partizans , in bellowing fuch 
eulogies on his piety , than th^ ufual tenor oF his 
conduA , which was licentious to the higheft 
degree , atid violated every law , human and divine, 
jfet thofe very monks , who , as we are told by 
Ingulf, a very ancient hiftorian , had no idea of 
any mbrai or religious rherit, except- chaftity and 
obedience, not only connived at his enormities, 
but loaded him with tlie greateft praifes. Hiftory , 
however , has preferved fome inftances of his 
iamours , from which , as from a fpecimen , we 
jtoay form a cDnjedure of the reft. 

Edgak broke into a convent, carried oflFEditha, 
a nun» by force, ^hd ^ven committed violence 
on her perfon ***. For this aft of facrilege he 
Was reprimanded by DUnftan ; and that he might 

^*^ Chron. Sat; p. ii8..W. Rlalmef. lib. 2. cap. 8. 
Seldeni Spicileg. ad Eadm. p. 149* 157. 

"• W. Maimer, lib. a. cap. 8. Osberne, p. ?. Diceto, 
p. 457. Higden, p.iOs. *^67 j 268. S]-clI. Coiu. p. 481. 
Vou I. M 
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CHAP, reconcile himfelf to the cKiirch , he was obliged, 
n. not to feparate from his miftrefs, but to abftain 
from wearing his crown during feven years, and 
to deprive hirofelf lo long of that vain ornament '** : 
A punifhment very unecfUal to that which had been 
. inflided on the unfortunate Edwy , who , for a 
marriage , which , in t|je ftridleft fenfe , could 
only deferve the name of irregular, was expelled 
his kingdom , faw his queen treated with fingular 
barbarity , was loaded with calumnies , and has 
been reprefented to us under the moft odious 
colours. Such is the afcendant which may be 
attained, by hypocrify and tabal, over mankind t 
There was another miftrefs of Edgar's,' with 
\vhom he firft formed a connexion by a kind of ' 
accident. Faffing one day by Andover , he lodged 
in the houfe of a nobleman , whofe daughter , 
being endowed with all the graces of perfon and 
behaviour , enflamed him at firft fight with the 
higheft dcfire ; and he refolved by any expedient 
to gratify it. As he had not leifure to employ 
courtfhip or addrefs for attaining his purpofe, he 
went diredly to her mother , declared the violence 
of his paffion , and defired that the young lady- 
might be allowed to pafs that very night with 
him. The mother was a woman of virtue, and 
determined not to dilhonour her daughter and her 
family by compliance ; but being well acquainted 
Avith the impetuofity of the king's temper, Ihe 
thought it would be eafier, as well as fafer, to 

'*^ Osberne, jp. Ul. 
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deceive thari refiife him. She feigned therefore a c H A P» 

fobmiffion to his will ; but fecretly ordered a il 

waiting-maid , of no difagfeeable figure , to fte^l 

into the king's bed , Jlfter all the company fhould 

be retired to reft. In the morning, before day* 

break , the damfel , agreeably to the injundlions 

of her miftrefs , offered to retire ; but Edgai*, who 

had no referve in his pleafures , and "Whofe lovo 

to his bedfellow was rather enflamed by enjoyment, 

refufed his confent , and employed force and 

entreaties to detain her. Elfleda (for that was 

the name of 'the maid ) trufting to her owa 

charms, and to the love with which, fhe hoped, 

Ihe had now infpircd the king , made probably 

but a faint refiftance ; and the return of lighc 

difcovered the deceit to Edgar. He had paffcd ^ 

night fo much to his fatisfadlion , that he expreffed 

no difpleafure with the old lady on account of 

her fraud ; his love was transferred^^ to Elfleda; 

fhc became his favourite miftrefs ; and maintained 

her afcendadt over him, till his marriage with . - 

Elfrida "V 

The circumftances of his mafriage with this 
lady were more fingular , and more criminal. 
Elfrida was daughter and heir of Olgar, earl of 
Devonfhire ; and though fhc had been educated 
in the country, and had never appeared at court, 
Ihe had filled all England with the reputation of 
her beauty. Edgar himfelf , who was indifferent 
to no accounts of this nature, found his curiofity 

"• W. Maimer, lib. 3. cap. 8. HigJen, p. 268, 

IM 3 
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G H A' p. excited by the frequent panegyrics >vhich hd 
Jl. heard of Elfrida 3 and reflcding on her noble birth ^ 
he refolved, if he found her charms anfwerable to 
their fame , to obtain poffeflion of her on honour- 
able terms. He communicated his intention to 
carl Athelwold, his favourite; but ufefd the pre- 
caution , before he made any advances to her 
parents , to order that nobleman , on fomc pretence, 
to pay them a vifit , and to bring him a certain 
account of the beauty of their daughter. Athelwold, 
-when introduced to the young lady , found general 
report to have fallen ihort of the truth; and 
being aduated by the mod vehement love , he 
determined to facrifice to this, new paffion his 
fidelity to his mafter , and the truft repofed in 
him. He returned to Edgar , and told him , that 
the riches alone , and high quality of Elfrida , 
had been the ground of the admiration paid her, 
and that her charms, far from being any Avife 
extraordinary , would have been overlooked in a 
■woman of inferior ftation. When he had , by this 
cTeceit , diverted the king from his purpofe , he 
took an opportunity , after fome interval , of turning 
again the conVerfation on Elfrida : He remarked, 
that, though the parentage and fortune of the 
lady had not produced on him , as on others , 
any illufion with regard to her beauty , he could 
not forbear refleding, that fhe would on the 
whole be an advantageous match for him , and 
might , by her birth and riches , make him 
fufficient compenfation for the homelinefs of het 
perfon. If the king., therefore, gav^ his appro* 
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tation , he was determined to make propofals in C H A F. 
his own behalf to the earl of Dcvonihire , and 11. 
doubted not to obtain bis , as well as the 
young lady's , confent to the marriage. Edgar , 
pleafed with an expedient for eftablifiiing his 
favourite's fortune , not only exhorted him to 
execute his purpofe, but forwarded his fuccefsby 
his recommendations to the parents of Elfrida ; 
and Athelwold was foon made happy in the 
poffeflion of his miftrefs. Dreading, however ^ 
the deteftion of the artifice , he employed every 
pretence for detaining Elfrida in the country, 
and for keeping her at a diftance from Edgar. 

The violent paflion of Athelwold had rendered 
him blind to the neceffary confequcnces , which 
TOuft attend his condudt , and the advantages , \ 

which the numerous enemies , that always purfue 
a royal favourite , would , by its means , be able 
to take againd him. Edgar was foon informed of 
the truth ; but before he would execute venge- » 
ance on Atbelwold's treachery , he rcfblved to 
fatisfy himfelf with his own eyes of the certainty 
and full extent of his guilt. He told him , that he 
intended to pay him a vifit in his caftle , and be 
introduced to the acquaintance of his new-married 
wife ; and Athelwold , as he could not refufe. 
the honour , only craved leave to go before him 
a few hours , that he might the better prepare 
every thing for his reception. He then difcovered 
the whole matter to Elfrida ; and begged her , 
if fhe had any regard , either to her own honour 
or his life , to conceal from Edgar , by every 

M i? 
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HAP. circumftance of drefs and behaviour , that Jatal 
n. beauty , which had feduced him from fidelity to 
his friend , and had betrayed him into fo many 
falfehoods. Elfrida proraifed compli;ince , though 
nothing was farther from her intentions. She deemed 
herfelf little beholden to Athelwold for a pafliony 
•which had deprived her of a crown; and knowing 
the force of her own charms , fhe did not defpair 
even yet of reaching that dignity, of which her 
hufband's artifice had bereaved her. She appeared 
before the king with all the advantages , which 
the richeft attire, and the moft engaging air^^ 
could beftow upon her , and fhe excited at once 
in his bofom the highefl love toward herfelf, and 
the moft furious defire of revenge againft her 
liulband. He knew , however , to diffemble thefe 
pailions ; and feducing Athelwold into a wood, 
on pretence of hunting, he ftabbed him with 
lis own hand , and foon after pubKckly efpoufed 
Elfrida ''\ 

Before we conclude our account of this reign, 
we muft mention two circumftances / which arc 
remarked by hiftorians. The reputation of Edgar 
jillured a great number of foreigners to vifit his 
court ; and he gave them encouragement to refide 
in England '^*. We arc told, that they imported 



'" W. MalmqC lib. a. cap. 8. Hoveden , p. 426. Bromp* 
ton , p. 865 , ^6. Flor. Wigorn. p. 606. Higden , p. 26». 

'^* Chron. Sax. p. ij6. H. Hunting, lib. 5. p. J56. 
Brompton, p. 865. 
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ftU the vices of their rcfpedive couotries, and c a A v. 
contributed to corrupt the fimple manners of the Ut 
natives '" : But as this fimplicity of manners, fo 
highly and often fo injudicioufly extolled, did not 
preferve them from barbarity and tre*^chery , the 
grpateft of all vices , and the moft incident to. a 
rqde uncultivated people , we ought perhaps to 
deem their acquaintance with foreigners rather 
an advantage ; as it tended to enlarge their views, 
and to cure them of thofe illiberal prejudices and ^ 

ruftic manners , to which illanders are often 
fubjed. 

Another remarkable incident of this reign was 
the extirpation of wolves from England, Thi§ 
advantage was attained by the induftrious poHcy 
of Edgar. He took great pains in hunting and 
purfuing thofe ravenous anim^ils ; and when he 
found , that all that cfcaped him had taken ihelter iij 
the mountains and forefts of Wales, he changed the 
tribute of money impofed on the Welflx prince^ 
by Athelftan , his predeceffor *'* , into an annual 
tribute of three hundred heads of wolves; which j^-*^ 
produced fuch diligence, in hunting them , that the > 
animal has been no more feen in this ifland. ) 

Edgar died, after a reign of fixteen years, and 
in the thirty-third of his age. He was fucceeded 
by Edward , whom he had by his firft marriage 
with the daughter of earl Ordmer. 



Iff 



W. Maimer, lib. 2. cap. 8. 
'** "W. Malmef. Kb. 2. cap. 6. Brompton, p. 838. 
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CHAP. E D W A R D the Martyr. 

^9^ JL HE fucccrtion of this prince, who wa?? only 
^^^r^yy fifteen years of age at hU father*s death, did not 

/m/P»^^./ take place without much diflRculty and oppofition^ 

JElfrida, his ftep-mother, had a fon , Ethelredj 
fcven years old , whorfi fhe attempted to pife to 
the throne: She affirmed, that Edgar's marriage 
with the mother of Edward was expofed tp 
infuperable objedibns; and as |he had poffeffed 
great credit with her hu(bancl , fhe had found 
means to acquire partizans , who feconded all hef 
pre!;enfions. But the title of Edward was fupported 
by many advantages. He was appointed fucccffot 
by the will of his father'-- : He was approaching 
to man's eftate^ and might foon be able to take 
into his own hands the reins of government: The 
principal nobility, dreading the imperious temper 
of Elfrida, were averfe to her (bns government, 
which muft enlarge her authority, and probably 
put her in pbfftffion of the regency : Above all , 
Dunftan, whofe charadlcr of fandity had given 
him the higheft credit with the people , had 
cfpoufcd the caufe of Edward , over whom ^e 
had already acquired a great afcendant"* ; and 
be was deternnined to execute the will of Edgar 
in his favour. To cut off all oppofite pretenfions , 
Dunftan refojutely anointed and crowned the 
young prince J(t Kingfton ; an4 the whole 



'" Hoveden, 427. Eadraer, p. 3. 
'*' Eadmcr , ex edit. Seldeni. p. 3. 
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Icingdom , without farther difpute , fubmitted H A P^ 
to him"^ 11. 

It was of great importance to Dunftan an4 
the months , to place 011 the throne 4 king favour- 
able to their caufe : The fecular clergy had ftiil 
partizans in England , who wilhed to fupport 
them in the poffeflion of the convents , and of 
the ecclefiaftical authority. On the firft intelligence 
pf Edgar's death, A If ere , duke of Mercia, 
Ipxpelled the new orders of monks from all the 
xnonaderies which lay within his jurifdidion"^; 
jbotfilfwin, duke of Eaft^Anglia, and Brithnot, 
fluke of the Eaft-Saxons, proteded them withii^ 
their territories, and infifted upon the execution 
ofthelatelaws enadedin their favour. In order to 
fettle this controverfy, there were fummoned feveraj 
fynods, which, according to the pradice of thofe 
times, confifted partly of ecclefiaftical members, 
partly of the lay nobility. The monks were able to 
prevail inthefe aflemblies; though, as it appears, . 
contrary to the fecret wifhes, if not the declared 
inclination, of the leading men in the nation'**. 
They had more invention^in forging miracles to 
fupport their caufe; or having been fo fortunate 
as to obuin, by their pretended aufterities, the 
charader of piety , tlieir miracles were more 
credited by the populace* 

W. Malm, lib, 2. cap. 9. Hovcdcn, p. 427. Osbcrne, 
p. 113. 

''' Chron. Sax. p. lag. W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 9. 
Hpveden , p. 427. Brompton, p. 870. Flor. Wigom, p. 607. 
'" W. Maimer, lib. 2. cap. 9. 
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H A p. In one fynod, Dunftan, finding the majority 
II. of votes againft him , rofe up, and informed the 
audionce, that he had, that inftant, received 
an immediate revelation in behalf of the monk^ ; 
The affembly was fo aftonilhedat this intelligence, 
or probably fo overawed by the populace , that 
they proceeded no farther in their deliberations. 
In another fynod , a voice iffucd from the crucifix , 
and inforn^ed the members , that the eftablilhment 
of the monks was founded on the will of heaven, 
and could not be oppofed^awitbout impiety'**. 
But the miracle performed in the third fynod 
was ftill more alarming: The floor of the hall 
in which the affembly met, funk of a fudden, 
and a great number of the members were either 
bruifcd or killed by the fall. It was remarked., 
that Dunftan - had that day prevented the king 
from attending the fynod, and that the beam, 
on which his own chair ftood, was the only 
.one that did riot fink under the weight of the 
affembly'*'; BaU thefe circumftances, inftead of 
begetting any fufpicion of contrivance , were 
regarded as the, fureft proof of the immediate 
interpofition of providence., in behalf of thofc 
favourites of heaven. 



W. Maimer, lib. 2. cap 9. O^bwnc, p. ira.Ger- 
vafe, p. .1647. Brompton, p. 870. Higdcn , p. 269. 

Chron. Sax. p. 124. W. MalmeC lib. 2. cap. 9. 
Hoveden, p. 427. H. Hunting, lib. 5. p^ 357. Gervafe , 
p. 1647. Brompton, p. 870. Flor. Wigorn. p. 607. Higdea , 
p. 26^, Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo , p. 29. 
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Edward lived four years after his acceflion, chap. 
and there paffed nothing memorable during his n. 
reign. His death alone was memorable and 
tragical'**. This young prince was endowed 
^vith the moll: amiable innocence of manners; 
and as his own intentions were always pure, he 
was incapable of entertaining any .fufpicion 
againft others. Though his ftepmother had oppofed 
his fucceflion, and had raifed a party in favour 
of her own fon , he always fliowed her marks of 
regard, and even expreffed, on all occafions, the 
moft tender affedlion toward his brother. He was 
hunting one day in Dorfetfhire 5 and being led 
by the chace near Corfe-caftle , where Elfrida 
refided, he took the opportunity of paying her 
a vifit, unattended by any of his retinue, and 
he thereby prefentcd her with the opportunity, 
which fhc had long wifhed for. After he had - 
mounted his horfe , he defired fome liquor to be 
brought him: While he was holding the cup to 
his head, a fervant of Elfrida approached him, 
and gave him a ftab behind. The prince, finding 
himfelf wounded , put fpurs to his horfe ; but 
becoming faint by lofs of blood , he feH from 
the faddle, his foot ftuck ip the ftirrup, and he 
was dragged along by hi^ unruly horfe, till he 
expired. Being tracked by the blood, his body 
was found , and was privately interred at Wareham 
by his fervants. 

V 

"* Chron. Sax, p. 124. 
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fir A p. The youth and innocence of this prince \ 
XL vpith his tragical death, begat fuch compaflion 
among the people , that they believed miracles 
to be wrought at his tombs and they gave him 
the appellation of martyr , though his murder 
had no connexion with any religious principle 
or opinion. Elfrida built monafteries, and per^ 
formed many penances , in order to atone for her 
guilt ; but could never , by all her hypocrify or 
memories, recover the good opinion of the public, 
thou^ fo cafily deluded in thofe ignorant a^es^ 
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CHAP, m, 

£thelred — Settlement of the Normans — Edmuni 
Ironjtde — Canute — Harold Harefoot — Hardin 
Canute — Edtoard the Confcjjor — Harolds 

ETHELRED. 

HE freedom, whieh England had fo long c H A p# 
enjoyed from the depredations of the Danes, iii. 
feems to have proceeded , partly from the eftab* ^^^^ 
liihments , which that piratical nation had 
obtained in the. north of France, and which 
employed all their fuperfluous hands to people 
and. maintain them; partly from the vigour and 
Vrarlike fpirit of a long race of Englifh 
princes , who preferved the kingdom in a pofture 
of defence by fea and land , and either prevented 
or repelled every attempt of the invaders. But 
a new generation of men being now fprung up 
in the northern regions, who could no longer 
difburthen themfelves on Normandy; the Englifh 
had reafon to dread , that the Danes would again 
vifit an Idand, to \^hich they were invited, 
both by the memory of their part fucceffes , 
and by the expedlation of alTiftance from their 
countrymen , who , though long eftablifhed in the 
kingdom, were not yet thoroughly incorporated 
'With the natives , nor bad entirely forgotten their 
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c H A P. inveterate habits of war and depreciation. And 
im as the reigning prince was a minor, and even 
■when he attained to man's eftate, never difcovered 
either courage or capacity fuflScient to govera 
his ownfubjccls, much lefs to repel a formidable 
enemy, the people might juftly apprehend the 
worft calamities from fo dangerous a crifis. 

The Danes, before they durft attempt any 
important enterprize againft England , made an 
inconfiderable defcent by way of trial; and 
^ having landed from feven veffels near Southampton, 

they ravaged die country , enriched themfeives 
Ml. by fpoil , and departed with impunity. Six years 
after, they made a like attempt in tlie weft, and 
met with likefucccfs. The invaders, having now 
found affairs in a very different fituation from 
that in which they formerly appeared , encouraged 
their countrymen to affemble a greater force, 
and to hope for more confiderable advantages. 
991. They landed in Effex under the command of 
two leaders; and having defeated and flain 'at 
IVIaldon, Brithnot, duke of that county, who 
ventured , with a fmall body, to attack them, 
they fpread their devaftations over all the neigh- 
bouring provinces. In this extremity, Ethclred, 
to whom hiftorians give fhe epithet of the Unready ^ 
inftead of roufing his people to defend with 
courage their honour and their property , hearken- 
ed to the advice of Siricius, archbifliop of Can- 
terbtiry , which was feconded by many of the 
degenerate nobility ; and paying the enemy the 
fum of ten thoufand pounds, he bribed them to 
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depart the kingdom. This fhameful expedient c h a Pi 

was attended ;with the fucceis which might be iii. 

expeded. The Danes next year appeared off 

the eaftern coafl: , in hopes of fubduing a people, 

■who defended themfelves by their money, which 

invited affailants , inftead of their arms , which 

repelled them. But the Englifh , fenfible of their 

folly , had , in the interval , affembled in a great 

council, and had determined to coiled at London 

a fleet able of giving battle to the enemy ' ; 

though that judicious meafure failed of fuccefs^ 

from the treachtry of Alfric , duke of Mercia 9 

whofe name is infamous in the annals of that 

age, by the calamities which his repeated perfidy 

brought upon his country. This nobleman had, 

in 983 , fucceeded to his father , Alfere , in that 

extenfive command; but being deprived of it 

two years after, and banilhed the kingdom, he 

was obliged to employ all his intrigue , and all 

his power, which was too great for a fubjedl, 

to be reftored to his country ; and reinftated ia 

his authority. Having had experience of the 

credit and malevolence of his enemies , he thence* 

forth trufted for fecurity, not to his fervices 

or to the affe^^ions of his fellow-citizens, but to 

the influence which he had obtained over his 

vaffals, and to the public calamities, which, lie 

thought, muft, in every revolution, render his 

afliftance neceflary. Having fixed this refolution, 

he determined to prevent all fuch fucccffcs.a^ might 

* Chron. Sax. p, 126. 
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C tt A p. cftablifh the royal authority, or tender his ov^ti 
HI, fituation dependent or precarious. As the Englifli 
had formed the plan of turrouriding and deftroy- 
ing the Danifb fleet in harbouf. He privately 
informed the enemy of their danger ; and when 
they put to fea , in confequence bi this intelligence* 
he deferted to them , "with the fquadron under 
his command, the night before the engagement^ 
and thereby disappointed all tHe effoi-ts of his 
countrymen ^ Kthelred, enraged at his perfidy, 
feized hisfon, Alfgar, and ordered his cyts to 
be put out'. But fuch was the power of Alfric^ 
that he ag^in forced hiisfelf into authority ; and 
though he had given this fpecimen of his charac- 
tcr , and received this grievous provocation , it 
••Mras found neceffary to entruft him anew with 
the government of Mercia. This condud of 
the court. Which, in all its circurafliances , is fo 
barbarous , weak , arid imprudent, both merited 
^nd prognofticated the moft grievous calamities; 
^93. The northern invaders , now \lrdl acquainted 

with the defencelefs condition of England , made 
a powerful defcent under thecommindof Sweyn^ 
king of Denmark, and Olave, king of Norway; 
and failing lip the Hiimber, fpread on all fides 
their deftrudive ravages; Lindefey was laid 
wafte; Banbury was deftroyed; and ail the 
Northumbrians, though moftly of Danifb defcent, 
were conftrained either to join the invaders, ot 

"* Chroru Sax. p. 127. W- Malm. p. 62. Higden, p. 270. 
• Chron, Sax. p. «8. W. Malm, p. 62. 

to 
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to fuffer under their depredations. ' A powerful h a 9* 
array was affembled to oppofe the Danes, and a iiu 
general adion enfued; but thcEnglifti weredefert* 
ed in the battle , from the cowardice or treachery 
of their three leaders*, all of them menofDanifli 
race, Frena, Frithegift, and Godwin, who gave 
the example of a Ihameful flight to the troops 
under their command. 

Encouraged by this fuccels, and ftill more 
by the contempt which itinfpiredfor their enemy, 
the pirates ventured to attack the center of the 
kingdom ; and entering the Thames in ninety-four 
veffcls, laid fiege to London^ and threatened it 
with total deftrudion. But the citizens , alarmed 
at the danger, and firmly united among thfcmfelves* 
made a bolder defence than the cowardice of 
the nobility and gentry gave the invaders reafon 
to apprehend; and the befiegers, after fuflfering 
the greateft hardfhips, were finally fruftratcd ia 
their attempt. In order to revetige themfclves, 
they laid wafte Effcx, Suffex, and Hampfhire; 
and having there procured horfes, they were 
thereby enabled to fpread, through the ihore 
inland counties , the fury of their depredations^ 
In this extremity , Ethelred and his nobles had 
recourfe to the former expedient ; and fending 
ambaffadors to the two northern kings, the/ 
promifed them fubfiftence and tribute , on conditiod 
they would, for the prefent, put an end to theit 
ravages, and foon after depart the kingdom^ 
Sweyn and Olave agreed to the terms, and 
peaceably took up ^their quarters at Southampton ^ 
Vol. I.. ' N 
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CHAP, where the fum of fixteen thoufand pounds was 
III. paid to them. Olave even made a journey to 
Andover, where Ethelred refided ; and he received 
the rite of confirmation from the Englifh bifhops, 
as well as many rich prefents from the king. He 
here promlfed , that he would never more infeft 
the Englifh territories ; and he faithfully fulfilled 
the engagement. . This prince receives the appeU 
lation of St. Olave from the church of Rome; 
and notwitbftanding the general' prefumption, 
which lies, either againfl the underftanding or 
morals of every one, ^ho in thofe ignorant ages 
was dignified with that title, he feems to have 
been a roan of merit and of virtue. Sweyn, 
though lefs fcrupulous than Olave, was conftrained, 
upon the departure of the Norwegian prince , to 
evacuate alfo the kingdom with all his followers. 
597* This compofition brought only a fliort interval 

to the mifcries of the Englifh. The Danifh 
pirates appeared foon after in the Sevcrne ; and 
having committed fpoil in Wales, as well as in 
Cornwall andDevonfhirc, they failed round to the 
£outh coaft, and entering the Tamar, completed 
the devafbtion of thefe two counties. They 
then returned to the Briflol channel; and penetrat- 
ing into the country by the Avon , fpread them- 
felves over all that neighbourhood, and carried 
fire and fword even into Dorfetfhire. Thejr 
'*9^' next changed the feat of war; artd hfi:er ravaging 
the Ifle of Wight , they entered the Thaqies and 
Medway, and laid fiege to Rochefter, where 
they defeated xb^ Kcntifh-me!l in a pitched battle. 
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After this vidory the whole province of Kent chap. 
-was made a fcene of flaughter , fire, and devaf- iii. 
tation. The extremity of thefe miferies forced 
the Knglilh into counfels for common defence 
both by fea and landj but the weaknefs of the 
king, the divifions among the nobility, the 
treachery of fome , the cowardice of others , the 
want of concert in all, fruftrated every endeavour: 
Their fleets and armies either came too late to 
attack the enemy , or were repulfed with diflio- 
nour; and the people were thus equally ruined 
by refiftance or by fubmiilion. The Engliffi , 
therefore, deftitute both of prudence and una- 
nimity in council, of courage and condudl in the 
field , had recourfe to the fame weak expedient , 
which by experience they had already found fo 
iAeflfedual : They offered the Danes to buy peace 
by paying them a large fum of money. Th^fe 
ravagers rofe continually in their demands; and 
now required the payment of 34,000 pounds , to 
which the Englilh were fo mean and imprudent 
as to fubmit*. The departure of the Danes pro- 
cured them another fhort interval of repofe, which 
they enjoyed as if it were to be perpetual, with- 
out making any effeduai preparations for a more 
vigorous refiftance upon the next return of the 
enemy. 

BhSlDES receiving this fum , the Danes were ^ 
engaged by another motive to depart a kingdom , 
which appeared fo little in a fituation to fefift- 

* Hoveden, p. 429. Chron. ftjailr. p. I53« 

N % 
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CHAP, their eflForts : They Mrere invited over by their 
111. countrymen in Normandy, who at this time were 
hard prefled by the arms of Robert, king of 
» France, and who found it difficult to defend the ^ 
fettlement, which, with fo much advantage to 
tbemfelyes and glory to their nation , they had 
made in that country. It is probable , alfo , that 
Etbelred , obfcrving the clofe connexions thus 
maintained among all the Danes, however divided 
in government or fituation, was defirous of form- 
ing an alliance with that formidable people : For 
this purpofe, being now a widower, he made 
his addreffes to Emma , fiftcr to Richard II. duke 
of Normandy , and he foon fucceeded in his 
xiegociation. The princefs came over this year to 
England, and was married to Ethelred ^ 

In the end of the ninth and beginning of the 
Settlement tcnth century ; when the north , not yet exhaufted 
of the Nor. )yy (j^^i multitude of people or rather nations, 
which (he had fucceflively emitted , fent forth a 
new race , not of conquerors , as before , but of 
pirates and ravagers, who infefted the countries 
poffeffed by her once warlike fons ; lived Rollo , 
a petty prince or chieftain in Denmark , whofe 
valour and abilities foon engaged the attention of 
his countrymen He was expofed in his youth 
to the jealoufy of tlie king of Denmark , who 
attacked his fmall , but independent" principality ; 
and who , being foiled in every aflault , had recourfe 
at laft to perfidy for effeduating his purpofe , 

* H. Hunt p. 359. Higden , p. a^i. 
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which- he had fo often attempted in vain by force c H A h. 
of arms * : He lulled Rollo into fecurity by an ' m* 
infidious peace; and falling fuddenly upon him, 
murdered his brother and his braveft officers, 
and forced him to fly for fafcty into Scandinavia. 
Here many of his ancient fubjeds , induced partly 
by aflFedipn to their prince , partly by th^ 
oppreflions of the Danifh monarch , ranged 
themfelves under his ftandard , and oflFered to 
follow him in every enterprize. Rollo , inftcad 
of attemjiting to recover his paternal dominions , 
where he muft expeft a vigorous refiftancc from 
the Danes, determined to purfue an eafier, but 
more important undertaking , and to make his 
fortune , in imitation of his countrymen, by 
pillaging the richer and more fouthern coafts of 
Europe. He collected a body of troops, which, 
like that of all thofe ravagers , was compofed of 
Norwegians , Swedes , Frifians , Danes , and 
adventurers of all nations, who, being accudomed 
to amoving, unfettled life, took delight in nothing 
but war and plunder. His. reputation brought him 
affociates from all quarters; and a vifion , which 
he pretended to have appeared to him in his 
fleep, and which , according to bis interpretation 
of it , prognofticated the greateft fucceffcs , proved 
alfo a ppwerful incentive with thofe ignorant ^d 
fuperilitious people '. 

* Dudo ex edit. Dqchefne, p. 70, 71. GuL Gcmet, 
lib. 2. cap. 2,3. 

' Dudo, p, 71, Gul. Gem. in epift. ad Gul. Conq. • 

N 3 
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CHAP, The firft attempt , made by Rollo , was on 
IIL England , near the end of Alfred's reign ; when 
that great monarch , having fettled Guthrun and 
his followers in Eaft-Anglia , and others of thofc 
frec-booters in Northumberland, and having reftored 
peace to his haraffed country , had eftablifhed the 
mod excellent military as well' as civil inftitutions 
among the Englifh. The prudent Dane , finding 
that no advantages could be gained over fuch % 
people J governed by fuch a prince, foon turned 
bis eoterprizes againft France, which he found 
xnore expofed to his inroads * ; and during the 
reigns of Eudes , an ufurper , and of Charles the 
Simple , a weak prince , he committed the moft 
deftrudive ravages both on the inland and ma- 
ritime provinces of that kingdom. The French, 
having no means of defence againft « leader, 
who united all the valour of his countrymen with 
V, the policy of more civilized nations , were obliged 
to fubmit to the expedient pradifed by Alfred, 
and to offer the invaders a fettlement in fome of 
thofe provinces, which they had depopulated by 
their arms *. 

The realbn why the Danes for many years 
purfued meafures jfo different from thofe which 
had been embraced by the Goths , Vandals t 
Franks , Burgundians , Lombards , and other 
northern conquerors, was the great difference, in 
the method of attack , which was pradifed by 

Gul. Gemet. lib. a, cap. 6. 
• J)«d0 5 p, St. 
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thefc fcveral nations, and to which the nature of c h A f. 
their refpedlive fituations neceffarily confined them. m. 
The latter tribes, living in an inland country, 
made incurfions by land upon the Roman empire ; 
and when they entered far into the frontiers, they 
were obliged to carry along with them their 
\yives and families, whom they had no, hopes 
of foon re-vifiting, and who could not otherwifc 
participate of their plunder. This pircumftance 
quickly made them think of forcing a fettlement 
in the provinces, which they had over-run; and 
thefe barbarians, fpreading themfelvep over thfe 
country, found an intereft in proteding the property 
and induftry of the people, whom they had fubducd. 
But the Danes and Norwegians , invited by their 
maritime fituation , and obliged to maintain them- 
felves in their uncultivated country by fifliing , 
had acquired fome experience of navigation ; and 
in their military excurfions purfued the method 
pradifed aeainft the Roman empire by the more 
early Saxons : They* made defccnts in fmall bodies 
from their fhips or rather boats, and ravaging 
the coafts , returned with the booty to their 
families , whom they could not conveniently carry 
along with them in thofe hazardous enterprizes* 
^ut when they increafed their armaments , made 
incurfions into the inland countries , and found it 
fafe to remain longer in the midft of the enfeebled 
enemy , they had been accuftomed to crowd their 
vefTels with their wives and children, and having 
no longer any temptation to return to their 
own country , they willingly embraced an oppof- 

N4 
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CHAP, tunity of fettling in the warnd climates aad culti- 
III. vated fields of the fouth. 

Affairs were in this fituatlon with Rolloaird 
his followers, when Charles propofed to rclinquifll 
to them part of the province formerly called 
Neuflria , and to purchafe peace on thefe hard 
conditions. After all the terms were fully fettled, 
there appeared only one circumftance ihocking 
to the haughty Dane : He was required to (Jo 
homage to Charles for this province, and to 
put himfelf in that humiliating pofture , impofed 
on vaflals by the rites of the feudal law. He 
long refufed to fUbmit to this indignity ; but 
being unwilling to lofe fuch important advantages 
for a mere ceremony , he made a facrifice of his 
pride to his intereft, and acknowledged himfelf 
in form the vaflal of the French monarch *^ 
Charles gave him his daughter , Gifla , in marriage; 
and that he might bind him fader to his interedst, 
made him a donation of a confiderable territory, . 
bcfides that which he v/2^ obliged to furrender 
to him by his Ilipulations. When fome of th^ 
French nobles informed him , that , in return for 
fo generous a prefent , it was expeded , that he 
ihould throw himfelf at the king's feet, and make 
fuitable acknowledgments for his bqunty; Rollo 
replied, that he would rather decline the prefent; 
and it was with foine difficulty they could perfuade 
)iim to make that compliment by one of his cap- 
^ns. The Dane , comauflipne^ fo^ this purpofe^ 

^- Ypqd. Neuftj p, 41 ^^ 
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fiill of indignation at the order, and defpifing fo c H A P. 
unwarlike a prince, caught Charles by the foot, ilL 
and pretending to carry it to his mouth , that he 
might kifsit, overthrew him before all his cour- 
tiers The French , fcnfible of their prefent 
"wcaknefs , found it prudent to overlook this 
infult". 

RoLLO , who was now in the decline of life, 
and was tired of wars and depredations , applied 
himfelf , with mature counfels , to the fettlement 
of his new-acquired territory, which was thence- 
forth called Normandy ; and he parcelled it out 
among his captains and followers. He followed in 
this partition the cuftoms of the feudal law , 
which was then univerfally eftablifhed' in the 
fouthern countries of Europe , and which fuited 
the peculiar circumftances of that age. He treated 
the French fubjeds who fubmitted to him , with 
mildnefs and judice ; he reclaimed his ancient 
followers from their ferocious violence ; he 
cftabliflied law and order throughout his ftate; 
and after a* life fpent in tumults and ravages , he 
died peaceably in a good old age , and left his 
dominions to his pofterity "; 

William I. who fucceeded him, governed the 
dutchy twenty -five years ; and during that 
time, the Normans were thoroughly intermingled 
with the French , had accjuired their language , 
had iq\it4ted their manners , and had made fuch 

Gul. Gemet. lib. a. cap. 17. 
Ibid. lib. 2. cap. 19, 20, a I. 
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c H A P. progrefs towards cultivation , that , on the deatli 
^9^% III. of William , his fon , Richard , though a minor "* , 
inherited his dominions : A fure proof, that the 
Normans were ' already fomewhat advanced in 
civility , and that their government could now 
reft fecure on its laws and civil inftitutions , and 
was not wholly fuftained by the abilities of the 
fovereign. Richard , after a long reign of fifty- 
four years , was fucceeded by his fon of the fame 
name in the year 996 " ; which was eighty -five 
years after the firft eftablifhment of the Normans 
in France. This was the duke, who gave his 
filler, Emma, in marriage to Ethelred, king of 
England, and who thereby formed connexions 
with a country, which his pofterity was fo foon 
after deftined to fubdue. 

The Danes had been eflabliflied during a longer 
period in England than in France ; and though 
the ftmilarity of their original language to that of 
the Saxons invited them to a more early coalition 
with the natives , they had hitherto found fo 
little example of civilized manners among the 
Englifh , that' they retained all their ancient 
ferocity , and valued themfelves only on their na- 
tional charader of military bravery. The recent, 
«s well as more ancient achievements of thenr 
countrymen , tended to fupport this idea ; and 
the Englifh princes , particularly Athelftan and 
Edgar , fenfible of that fuperiority , had beeii 

'• Order. Vitalis, p. 459. Gul. Gemet. lib. 4. cap. I. 
" Ord<;r. Vitalis , p. 459. 
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accuftomed to keep in pay bodies of Danifli chap, 
troops, who were quartered about the country, jn. 
add committed many violences upon the inhabit- 
ants. Thefe mercenaries had attained to fuch a 
height of luxury , according to the old Englifh 
vrriters '*, that they combed their hair once a 
day, bathed therofelves once a week, changed 
their cloaths frequently ; and by all thefe 
%rts of effeminacy , as well a$ by their mili- 
tary charader , had rendered themfelves fo 
agreeable to the fair fex , that they debauched 
the wives and daughters of the Englifh , and 
diihonoured many families. But what mod 
provoked the inhabitants , was , that , inftead of 
defendifig them againft invaders , they were ever 
ready to betray them to the foreign Danes , and 
to aflbciate themfelves with all draggling parties 
of that nation. The animofity, between the 
inhabitants of Englilh and DaniOi race , had , 
from thefe repeated injuries, rifen to a great 
height; when Ethelred, from a policy incident 
to weak princes, embraced the cruel refolution 
of roaffacring the latter throughout all his 
dominions '*. Secret orders were difpatched to ,ooa* 
commence the execution every where on the 
lame day ; and the feftival of St. Brice , which fell 
on a Sunday , the day on which the Danes ufually jjo?. 13. < 
bathed themfelves , was chofen for that purpofe. 
It is needlels to repeat the accounts tranfmitted 

'* Wallingford, p. 547. 

'' See note [DJ at the end rf the voluiWr 
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CHAP, concerning the barbarity of this maffacre : The 
in. rage of the populace, excited by fo many in-, 
juries , fandlified by authority , and Simulated by 
example, diftinguiflied not between innocence 
and guilt, fpared neither fex nor age, and was 
r not fatiated without the tortured , as well as 
death, of the unhappy vidims. Even Gunilda^ 
fifter to the king of Denmark , who had married 
Earl Paling , and had embraced Chriftianity , vrzs 
by the advice of Edric , earl of Wilts , feized and 
condemned to death by Ethelred , after feeing 
her huiband and children butchered before her 
face. This unhappy princefs* foretold , in the 
agonies of defpair , that her murder would foon 
be avenged by the total ruin of the Englifli 
nation. 

Never was prophecy better fulfilled; and 
never did barbarous policy prove more fatal to 
the authors. Sweyn and his Danes , who wanted 
but a. pretence for invading the Englifh , appeared 
off the weftern coafl, and threatened to take full 
revenge for the flaughter of their countrymen. 
Exeter fell firft into their hands, from the negligence 
or treachery of earl Hugh , a Norman , who had 
been made governor by the intereft of Queen 
Emma. They began to fpread their devaftations 
over the country ; when the Englilh , fenfible 
what outrages they muft now exped from their 
barbarous and offended enemy, affembled more 
early arid in greater numbers than ufual , and made 
an appearance of vigorous refiftance. But all 
thefe preparations were fruftrated by the treachery 



ieo3. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



E T H E L R E D. 189 

of duke Alfric , who was intrufted with the com- chap. 
niand , and who , feigning ficknefs , refufcd to in. - 
lead the army againft the Danes, till it, was 
difpirited , and at laft diffipated , by his fatal 
inifcondud. Alfric foon after- died ; and Edric, 
a greater traitor than he , who had ^larried the 
king's daughter, and had acquired a total afcend- 
ant over him, fucceeded Alfric in the government 
of lyiercia , and in the commanjj of the Englifh 
armies. A great famine , proceeding partly from 
the bad feafons , partly from the decay of agri- 
culture , added to all the other miferics of the 
inhabitants. The country , wafted by the Danes , 
harafled by the fruitlefs expeditions*^ of its owtt 
forces , was reduced to the utmoft defolation ; 
and at laft fubmitted to the infamy of purchafing 1007. 
a precarious peace from the enemy , by the 
payment of 30,000 pounds. 

The Englifh endeavoured to employ this in- 
terval in making preparations againft the return "^ 
of the Danes , which tliey had reafon foon to 
cxpedl. A law was made , ordering the proprietors 
of eight hides of land to provide each a horfeman 
and a complete fuit of armour; and thofe.of 
310 hides to equip a fhip for the defence of the 
coaft:. When this navy was affembled , which 
fduft have confifted of near eight hundred veffels '', 
all hopes of its fucccfs were dilappointed by the 

'^ There were 243 » 600 hides in England. Confe- 
quently the Ihips equipped muft be 785, The cavalry was 
30, 450 men. 
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CHAP, fadlions , animofities , and diflcnfions of the 
ni* nobility. Edric had impelled his brother Brightric 
to prefer an accufation of treafon againft Wolfnotb, 
governor of Suffex , the father of the famous carl 
Godwin ; and that nobleman , well acquainted 
with the rtPalevolence as well as power of his 
enemy, found no means of fafety but in deferting 
with twenty {hips to the Danes. Brightric 
purfued him with a fleet of eighty fail ; but his 
(hips being (battered in a tempeft, and ft;*anded 
on thp coaft , he was fuddenly attacked by Wolf* 
noth, and all his veffels burnt and deftrpyed. 
The imbecility of the king was little capable of 
repairing this misfortune: The treachery ofE^ric 
fruftrated every plan for future defence : And the 
Englifli navy , difconcerted , difcouraged , and 
divided , was at laft fcattered into its fevcral 
harbours. 

It is almoft impoffible , or would be tedious, 
to relate particularly all the miferies to which the 
Englifh were thenceforth expofed. We hear of 
nothing' but the facking and burning -of towns ; 
the devaftation of the open country ; the appear- 
ance of the enemy in every quarter of the 
kingdom ; their cruel diligence in difcoverlng any 
corner, which had not been ranfacked by their 
former violence. The broken and disjointed 
narration of the ancient hiftorians is here well 
adapted to the nature of the war, which was 
conduded by fuch fudden inroads , as wOuld have 
been dangerous even to an united and well 
governed kingdom , but proved fatal , whe|-e 
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nothing but a general condernation , and mutual chap. 
diffidence and diflenfion prevailed. The governors ill. 
of one province rcfofed to march to the afliftancp 
of ailother, and were at laft terrified from affenci- 
bling their forces for the defence of their own 
province. General councils were fummoncd ; but 
either no refolution was taken , or none was car* 
ried into execution. And the only expedient, in 
which the Englifh agreed , was the bafe and 
imprudent one, of buying anew a peace from the 
Danes by the payment of 48,000 pounds. 

This meafure did not bring them even that loii. 
fliort interval of repofe , which they had cxpeded 
from it. The Danes , difregarding all engagements, 
continued their devallations and hoftilities; levied 
a new contribution of 8000 pounds upon the 
county of Kent alone; murdered the archbilhop 
of Canterbury, who had refufed to countenance 
this exadtion ; and the Englifh nobility found no 
other refource than that of fubmitting every where 
to the Danifh monarch, fwearing allegiance to 
him , and delivering him hoftages for their 
fidelity. Ethelred, equally afraid of the violence 
ofthe enemy, and the treachery of his own fubjecfls, 
fled into Normandy, whither he had fent before " 
him Queen Emma, and her two ftms, Alfred 
and Edward. Richard received his unhappy 
guefts with a generofity that does honour to his 
memory. 

The king had not been above fix weeks in *®^*- 
Normandy , when he heard of the death of Sweyn, 
who expired at Gainlborough ^ before he had 
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HAP. time to cftablifh himfelf in his new-acquired 
III. dominions. The Englifli prelates and nobility , 
taking advantage of this event , fent over a 
deputation to Normandy; inviting Ethelred to 
return to them,'' expreffing a dclire of being 
again governed by their native prince, and inti- 
mating their hopes , that, being now tutored by 
experience , he would avoid all thofe errors, which 
had been attended with fuch misfortunes to himfelf 
and to his people. But the mifcondud of Ethel- 
red was incurable ; and on his refuming the 
governipent, he difcovered the fame incapacity, 
indolence, cowardice, and credulity, which liad 
fo often expofed him to- the infults of his enemies. 
His fon-in-law, Edric, notwithftandinghis repeated 
treafons, retained fuch influence at court, as to 
inftil into the king jealoufies of Sigefert and JVlorcar, 
two of the chief nobles of Mercia: Edric allured 
them into his houfe, where he murdered them; 
while Ethelred participated in the infamy of the 
adion, by confifcating their eftates* andthrufting 
, into a convent the widow of Sigefert. She was 
a woman of fingular beauty and merit; and in a 
vifit which was paid her, during her confinement, 
by .prince Edmoiid , the king's eldeft fon , Ihc 
infpired him with fo violent an aflfedlion , that he 
releafed her from the convent, and foon after 
married her , without the confent of his father* 

Mean while the Englilh found in Canute , the 
fon and fucceffor of Sweyn;' an enemy no lefs 
teprible than the prince , from whom death had 
(b lately delivered them. He ravaged the eaftern 

coaft 
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<toaft with mercilefe fury, and put afliorc aH the c H a p, 

Englifh hoftagcs at Sandwich , after having cut m. 

off their hands and nofes. He was obliged , by 

the neceflity of his aflfairs , to make a voyage to 

Denmark; but returning foon after,. he continued 

his depredations along the fouthern coaft: He 

even broke into the counties of Dorfet, Wilts ^ 

and Somerfet ; where an army was affcmbled againft 

him ^ under the command of prince Edmond and 

dukeEdric. The latter ftill continued his perfidious 

machinations : After endeavouring in vain to get 

the prince into his power, he found means to loif. 

difperfe the army ; and he then openly deferted 

to Canute with forty veflcis* 

NoTWiTHST>iNDiNo this misfortune, Edmond 
was not difconcerted ; but a0embling all the 
force of England, was in a condition to give battle 
to the enemy. The king had had fuch frequent 
experience of perfidy among his fubjeds, that he 
had loft all confidence in them : He remained at 
London » pretending ficknefs , but •really from 
apprehenfions , that they^ intended to buy their 
peace, by delivering him into the hands of his 
enemies. The army called aloud for their fovereign 
to march at their head agabft the Danes ; and on 
bis refufal to take the field, they were fo difcour- 
aged , that thofe vaft preparations becama 
ioeffe^hial for the defence of the kingdom. Edmond, 
deprived of all regular i!upplies to maintain his 
foldiers , was obliged to commit equal ravages 
with thofe which were pradifed by the Danes; 
%nd after making fome fruiilefs. expeditions iat^ 
Vol. L O 
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C H A P* the north , which had fubmittcd entirely td 
iiLr Canute's power , he retired to London ; determined 
there to maintain to the laft extremity the fmall 
jemainS of Englifh liberty; He here foUrid every 
thing in cohfufion by the death of the king, who 
Iftx*. expired after an unhappy and inglorious reign o£ 
thirty-five years. He left tAvo fons by his firfl; 
marriage , Edmond , who fiicCecded him , and 
Edwy, whom Caniite afterwards murdered. His 
two fons by the fecond marriage, Alfred and 
Edward , Svere , imiiiediately upion Ethelred'd 
deathj conveyed intb Normandy by Qjiicen Etoma. 

EDMOND Ironfidc; 

X iJlS prince , who received tte name of Ironfldd 
Iromhis hardy valour, pofleffed courage and abi- 
lities , fufficient to have prevented his cttiintry fronl 
finking into thote calamities , biit not to raifc it 
from that abyls of mifery, into which it had 
already fallen. Among the other misfortunes of 
the Englifh , treachery and dilaflFe<aion had cteepea 
in among the nobility and prelates ; and Edmond 
found no better expedient for flopping the farther 
^rogrefs of thefe fatal evils , than to lead hii ar- 
my inflantly into the field , ind to employ themi 
agaihft the common enemy. After meeting with 
fome fuccels at Gillingham , he prepared himfelf 
to decide in bne general engagement the fate of 
his crown: And at Scoefftbn, in the county of 
Glocefter, he offered battle to the enemy, ^ho 
^ere commanded by Ganiitc and Edria Fort»n* 
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jli tlic beginning of the day declared for him; but c fi A B. 
Edric , having cut off the head of one Ofmar, lU* 
"whofe cbuntend^ncc refemblcd that of Edmonds 
ifixed it on a fpear, carried it through the ranks in 
triumph, and called aloud to the Englifli, that it Wad • 

time to fly ; for behdid ! the head of your Ibvereign. 
And though Edmond , obferving the confternatiod * 
bf the troops, took off his helmet and fliowed himfelf 
to them, the iitmbU he could gain by his ^divity 
And valour was to leave the vidofy undecided^ 
Ediric now took a futer method to riiiuN him^ 
oy pretending to defert to him ; and as Edmdnd 
was well acquainted with his power , and proba- 
bly kneW no other of the chief nobility in whoni 
lie could repofe more confidence , he was obliged 
ootWithftandihg the icpeitc^ perfidy of the man^ 
io give him a confidehible command in the army. 
A battle foon after enfqie^ it Affiogtoti in Effex; 
^heire Edric, flying in the beginning of the day^ 
bccafioned the total defeat of the Englifli, fdllowecji • 
fcy a great flatighter of the nobility. The . 
indefatigable Edmbnd , however, had flijl refouir- 
ces; Ancmbiing a ne\^ afroy atGlocefter, hewa$ 
again in a conJition td difpute the field ; wheii 
the Dahifli and Englifhndbilicy, eqiially harafTed 
i^ith thofe convulfions , obliged their kings toi 
tome to a coibprbmife , and to divide the king- 
dom between them by treaty. Canute referved td 
liimfelf the northern divifidn ^ coiififting of Mercia i 
Eaft-Anglia j and Northumberland , which be had 
fcntirely fubdued : The fouthern parts were left 
io Edmood Tiu$ priwc fm:vived the treaty 
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CHAP, about a month : He was murdered at Oxford bjr 
III* two of his chamberlains , accomplices of Edric , 
who thereby made way for the fucceffion of 
Canute the Dane to the crown of England. 

. CANUTE. 

lotr. J. HE Engliih , who had been unable to defend 
Aeir country, and maintain their independency, 
under fo adive and brave a prince as Edmond^ 
could, after his death, expedl nothing but total 
fubjedion from Canute, who, adtive and brave 
himfelf, and at the head of a great force » was 
ready to take advantage of the minority of Edwin 
and Edward , the two fons of Edmond. Yet 
X this conqueror \ who was commonly fo little 
fcrupulous, fiiowed himfelf anxious to cover his 
tnjuftice under plaufible pretences : Before he 
feized the dominions of the Englifh princes, he 
fummoned a general aflembly * of the ftates , 
in order to fix the fucceflion of the king- 
dom. He here fubomed fome nobles to depofe, 
that, in the treaty of Glocefter , it had been 
verbally agreed , either to name Canute , in cafe 
of Edmond's death , fucceflfor to his dominions , 
or tutor to his children (for hiftorians vary in 
this particular): And that evidence , fupportedby 
the great power of Canute , determined the ftates 
immediately to put the Danifb monarch in polTeffioa 
of the government. Canute , jealous of the two 
princes, but fenfible that he ibould render himfelf 
extremely odious , if he^ ordered tbpm to be 
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difpatched in England, fent them abroad to his e H a P4 
ally , the king of Sweden , whom he defired , as in. 
foon as they arrived at his court, to free him, 
by their death, from all farther anxiety. The 
Swedifli monarch was too generous to comply 
with the requeft ; but being afraid of drawing on 
bimfelf a quarrel with Canute , by proteding the 
young princes, he fent them to Solomon , king 
of Hungary , to be educated in his court. The 
elder, Edwin, was afterwards married to the filler • # 

of the king of Hungary ; but the Englifli prince 
dying without iffue , Solomon gave his fifter-in- 
law, Agatha, daughter of the emperor Henry IL 
in marriage to Edward, the younger brother; 
and fhe bore him Edgar Atheling, Margaret, 
afterwards queen of Scotland , and Chriflina , who 
retired into a convent. 

Canute, though he had reached the great 
point of his ambition , in obtaining pofTeflion oC 
the Englilh crown , was obliged at firft to make 
great facriiices to it ; and to gratify the chief of 
the nobility, by bellowing on them the moft 
cxtenfive governments and jurifdi<flions. He 
created Thurkill earl or duke of EaftpAnglia„ 
( for thefe titles were then nearly of the fame import) 
Yric of Northumberland , and Edric of Mercia ; 
referving only to himfelf the adminidration of 
Weffex. But feizing afterwards a favourable 
opportunity, he expelled Thurkill and Yric from 
their governments, and banifhed them the kingdom : 
He put to death many of the Engli(h nobility, oi^ 
%vhofe fidelity he could not rely , and whom he 

O3 
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C H A f . hated on account of tbcirdifloyalty to thfir native 
fn. prince. And even the traitor, Edric, having ha4 
fhe affurance to reproach hipn with his ferviccs, 
vrzs condeipned to be executed , and his body to 
be thro^yn into the Thames; a fuitable reward 
for h's multiplied a<ft? of perfidy and rebellion. 

Canute alfo found binnfelf obliged , in th^ 
beginning of his rejgn , to load the people with 
fieayy taxes, in order to reward his Dani(h followr 
ers : He exadled from them at one time the fnni 
pf 72,000 pounds; befides |i,oop pounds, which 
he levied op Lpndop a}one. He was probably 
V^illinff , from political motives, to muldl fevercly 
that city, on ^ccoun^ of the affedion yrhich i% 
had borne to Edmond, and the rcfift^ncc which 
it had made tp the Panifb power in two obftinate 
' fieges •'. But thefe rigours were imputed to 
receffity; and Canute, hke a wife prince, was 

' ' determined, that the Englifh, now deprived of 
all their dangerous leaders, fbpuld be reconciled 
%o the Danifli yoke , by the jufticc and ipripaftiality 
of his adminiftfation. He fent bacjc to Denmark 
as many pf his f61lo\ycrs as hp could fafely fpare j 
He reftored the Saxon cuftoms in a general 
aflembly pf the dates He ipade no diftindion 
between Danes and Englifh in the didribution 
pf juftice : And he took care, by a ftridi 
execution pf lai^r, fo proted the lives and 

" W. Malm. p. 72. In one of thcfc fieges, Canute 
diverted the courft of the Thames, and by that means 
brought his Ihips above London-bridgc. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CANUTE, f 99 

l^roperties of all his peopje. The Danes vrere gh n ?• 
gradually incorporated with his new fubjeds ; and jii^ 
both were glad to obtain a little fefpite from 
tbofe multiplied calamities, from which the Qne^ 
IK) lefs than the other, had, in their fierce conteflt 
for power , (experienced fuch fatal confequences. 

The removal of ildmond's children into fo 
fJiftant a country as Hungary, was, next to theip 
death , regarded by Canute as the grcateft fecurity 
to his government : He had no farther anxiety ^ 
(except with regard to Alfred and Edward, who 
ivere protedled and fupported by their uncle ^ 
Richard, duke pf Nornjandy. Richard even fitted 
put a great armament, in order to reftore the 
Engliih princes to the throne of their ^nceftors; 
lind though the navy was difperfed by a ftorm , 
Canute (aw the danger to which he was expofed^ 
from the enmity of fo warHke a people as the 
Normans. In order to acquire the friendfhip of 
the duke, he paid his addrefles to queen Emma, 
the firter of that prince; and promifed, that he 
would leave the children , whom he ihould have 
by that marriage , in poifeflQon of the crown of 
Sngland. Richard complied with his densand, and 
fent over Emma to England, whWe flie was foon 
after married to Canute '^ The Englifli , though 
they difapproved of her cfpoufiqg the mortal 
enemy of her former hu (band and his family, were 
pleaded tp find at court a fovereign , to whon| 
they were accuftompd, and who had already foro^ecj 
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Chron. Sax. p. 151. W. Malmef. p. 73. 

04 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MO HISTORY OF ENGLAND- 

HAP. connexions with them : And thus Canute, befidev 
III. fecuring, by this marriagc^^ the alliance of Nor- 
mandy, gradually acquired , by the lame means » 
the confidence of his own fubjeds**. The Norman 
prince did not longfurvive the marriage of Emma; 
and he left the inheritance of the dutcby tb his 
elded fon of the fame name; who, dying a year 
after him without children, wa5 fucceeded by his 
brother Robert, a man of valour and abilities. 

Ca>ivtb, having fettled his power in England 
beyond all danger of a revolution, made a 
voyage to Denmark , in order to refift the attacks 
of the king of Sweden; and he carried along with 
him a great body of the En^lifb , under the com* 
mand of earl Godwin. This nobleman had here 
an opportunity of performing a fervice, by which 
he both reconciled the king's mind to the Englifh 
nation, and gaining to himfelf the friendihip of 
his fovereign , laid the foundation of that immenfe 
fortune which he acquired to his family. He was 
ftationed next the Swediib camp; and obferving 
a favourable opportunity, which he was obliged 
fuddenly to feize, he attacked the enemy in the 
night, drove them from their trenches, threw 
them into diforder, purfued his advantage , and 
obtained a decifive vidlory over them. Next 
morning , Canute , feeing the Englifli camp entirely 
abandoned , imagined that thefe dilaffeded troops 
had dcferted to the enemy : He was agreeably 
furprifed to find, that they were at that time 

*• W. Malmef. p. 7J. Higdcn^ p. Z7S. 
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engaged in purfuitofthe difcomfited Swedes. He c if a P. 
was fo pleafed with this fuccefe, and with the ill* 
inanner of obtaining it, tliat he bedowed his 
daughter in marriage upon Godwin , and treated 
him ^vcr after with entire confidence and regard, 
/ In another voyage, which he made afterwards ^029. 
to Denmark, Canute attacked Norway, and ex- 
pelling the juft, but unwarlike Olaus , kept pof- 
feflion of his kingdom, till the death of that 
prince. He had now by his conquefts and valour 
attained the utmoft height of grandeur: Having 
leifure from wars and intrigues, he felt the unfa- 
tisfadlory nature of all human enjoyments; and 
equally weary of the glories and turmoils of this 
life, he began to caft his vie^v towards that future 
exiftence, which it is fo natural for the human 
mind , whether fatiated by profperity or difgufted 
with adverfity , to make the objedl of its attention. 
Unfortunately, the fpirit which prevailed in that 
age gave a wrong diredion to his devotion : 
Inftead of making compenfation to thofe whom 
he had injured by his former adts of violence , 
he employed himfelf entirely in thofe exercifes ' 
of piety, which the monks reprefented as the 
moft meritorious. He built churches, he endowed 
monafteries, he enriched the ecclefiaftics , and he 
beftowed revenues for the fupport of chantries 
at Aflington and other places ; where he appoint- 
ed prayers to be faid for the fouls of thofe wjio 
had there fallen in battle againft him. He even 
undertook a pilgrimage to Rome , where he refid- 
ed a confiderablc time ; Befides obtaining from 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



«o2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

c H A p. ^e pope fome privileges for the Englifl) fcho<4 
li|. iBredted there , be engaged all the princes , through 
whofe dominions he was obliged tq pa(s« tq 
defift from thofe bc^vy impofitions and tolls ^ 
which thejr were accuftomed to exad from the 
Englilh pilgrims. By this fpirit of devotion, no 
leis than by his equitabk and politic adminiftra*^ 
tion , he gained , iq 4 gqod meafqre , the affedions^ 
pf his fubjcds. 

Canute, the greateft and jpfkod powerful monr 
arch of his tinie, fovcreign of Denmark an4 
Norway, as well as of EngUivl, could not fail of 
meeting with adqlation frqm his courtiers; a 
tribute which is liberally paid even to the mean- 
eft add weakeft princes. Some of bis flatterer^ 
breaking out , one day , in admiration of ht$ 
grandeur, exclaimed that every thing wa$ poffible 
lor him : Upon which the monarch , it is faid ^ 
prdercd his chaijr to be fet on the fea-fiiore , while 
the tide was ri(ing ; and as the waters approached ^ 
be commanded them to retire, and to obey the 
yoice of him who was lord of the ocean. Jle feign^ 
ed to fit fome time in expedation of their fub« 
tniflion ; but when the fea (li)l advanced towarc}^ 
^ him, and began to M|ra(h him with its billows, 
be turned to his courtiers, and remarked to them , 
that every creature in the univerfe was feebly 
and impotent, and that power refided M^ith one 
Being alone, in wbofe hands were all the element^ 
pf natqre ; who could fay to the ocean , Thus far 
shalt thou go ^ and no farther ^ and yf\\q cpulcf 
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I<5vcl with 1)15 nod tbc moft towering piles of c H A f . 
^uman pride and ^nibition. ^^^* 

TpE only memorable adtion, which Canute 103^ 
performed after his rcturp from Rome, was zn 
expedition againft Malcolm , Icing of Scotland 
During the reigii of Ethelred, a tax of a (hilling 
a hide had been impofcd on ^11 the lands of Eng- 
land. It was commonly called Dane^dt^ becaufe 
the revenue had been employed, either ip buy- 
ing peace with the Danes, or in making prepara- 
tions againft the inroads of that hoftile nation. 
That monarch had required , that the fame tax 
ftotild be paid by Cumberland, which was hel4 
by the Scots; but Malcolm, a warlike prince^ 
told him, that, as he v^as always able to repulfe 
the Danes by his own power, he would neither 
^ubmit to buy peace of his enemies, nor pay 
others for refifting them. Ethelred, offended at 
jthis reply , which contained a fecret reproach oa 
\d% own copdudk, undertook an expedition againft 
Cumberland; but though he committed ravages 
ppon the country, he could never bfing Mai? 
colm to ^ temper more bumble or fubmiffivc. 
Canine , after his acceffion , fummoned the Scpttifii 
king to acknowledge himfe}f a vaflai for Cumbcr- 
Jand to the crowp qf England^ but Malcolm 
tefufcd compliance, op pretence that he owed 
homage to tbofo pripces only, vfho inherited 
that kingdom by right of btood. Caoote wa9 
not of a temper to bear this infuh; and the king 
of Scotland foon found , that the fceptre was ia 
very different han({s ffom tbpfe of the feeble and 
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CHAP, irrefoJute Ethclrcd. Upon Canute^s appearing 
HI. on the frontiers with a formidable army, Mai- 
colm agreed, that his grandfon and heir, Duncan « 
whom he put in pofleflion .of Cumberland, Ibould 
make the fubmiflions required , and that the heirs 
of Scotland Ihould .always acknowledge them- 
felves vaffals to England for that province*'. 

Canute paffed four years in peace after this 
cnterprize, and he died at Shaftibury **; leaving 
three fons, Sweyn, Harold, and Hardicanute. 
^ Sweyn, whom he had by his firft marriage with 
Alfwen , daughter of the earl of Hamplhire^, was 
crowned in Norway : Hardicanute , whom Emma 
had born him, was in pofTeflion of Denmark: 
Harold, who was of the (ame marriage with 
Sweyn, was at that time in England. 

HAROLD HAREFOOT. 

1035. Though Canute , in his treaty with Richard 
duke of Normandy, had ftipulated, that his 
children by Emma ihould fucceed to the crowa 
of England , he had either confidered himfelf as 
leleafed from that engagement by the death of 
Richard, or eftcemed it dangerous to leave an 
unfettled and newly-conquered kingdom in the 
hands of fo young a prince as Hardicanute : He 
therefore appomted, by his will, Harold (ucceflbr 
to the crown. This prince was befides prefent. 



Sf 



W. Malm. p. 74. 



** Chron. Sax. p. 154. W.^Bfalm. ^96. .. ./ 
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to maintain his claim ; be was favoured by all c h a p. 
the Danes; and he got immediately pofTeffion of IIL 
his father's treafures, which might be equally 
ufeful, whether he found it necedary to proceed 
by force or intrigue , in infuring his fucceflion. 
On the other hand , Hardicanute had the fuffrages 
of the Englifh, who, on account of his being 
born among them of queen Emma , regarded him 
as their countryman; he was favoured by the, 
articles of treaty with the duke of Normandy; 
and above all, his party was efpoufed by earl 
Godwin , the moft powerful nobleman in the 
kingdom , efpecially in the province of Weflex , 
the chief feat of the ancient EngUih. Affairs were 
likely to terminate in a civil war; when, by the 
interpofition of the nobility of both parties, a 
compromife was made; and it was agreed, that 
Harold fhould enjoy , together with London , all 
the provinces north *of the Thames , while the 
pofleffion of the fouth fhould remain to Hardi- 
canute : And till that prince fhould appear and 
take pofleffion of his dominions, Emma fixed her 
refidence at Winchefler , and eftablifhed her au< 
thority over her fon's fhare of the partition. 
. Meanwhile , Robert, duke of Normandy, died 
in a pilgrimage to the Holy Land , and being 
fucceeded by a fon , yet a minor , the two Eng- 
lifh princes, Alfred and Edward, who found 
DO longer any countenance or protedion in that 
country, gladly embraced the opportunity of 
paying a vifit, with a numerous reunue, to their 
mother Emma , wbo feemed to be placed in aftate 
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fc H A p. t)f fo mUch pbwcr and fplendour at Winchcfteh 
ill. But the face of affairs foon wore a melancholy 
afpcdt Earl Godwin had been gained by the 
arts of Hafold , tvho prOmifed to cfpbufe tht 
daughter of that nobleman ; and while the treaty 
"Was yet a fecret, thefe two tyrants laid a plan for 
the deftrudion of the Englilh princes. Alfred was 
invited to London by Harold with many pro^i 
feflions of friendfhip ; but when he hid i'eached 
Guilfotd, he was fet upori by Godwin's vaffals^ 
about fix hundred of his train were mui-dered 
in the moft cruel manner, he himfelf was takcri 
^rifoner , his tyts were put oiit j and he wa^J 
conduded to the monaftery of Ely, where he died 
fobn after *\ Edward and Emma y apprized of 
the fate, which was aWaiting them, fled beyond 
iea, the former into Normandy, fhe lattct* intd 
Flandets. While Harold , triumphing in hi^ 
bloody policy , took pofleflioh , without refiftance 4 
of all die dbminions afligned to his brother. 

THts is the only memorable adidn, performed, 
during a reign of four years , by this prince ; 
Vho gave fo bad ai fpecimen of his chatader^ 
and N^hofe bodily accomplifhments alone are 
known to us j by his appellation of Harefoot ^ 
'which he aicquired from his agility in running 

*• H. Hunt p. 365. tpoi Ncuftr. p. 434- Hovedcn^ 
I>. 438. Chron. Maiir. p. 156. Higdcn, p. 2,77. Chroru 
St Petri de Burgo, p. 39. Sim, Dua p. 179. Abbas Rieval^ 

^ p. 366. 374. Brompton , p. 935 Gul. Gem. lib. 7. cap. f I. 

' Match. Weft. p. 1109. Flor. Wigoro. p. (ati Alar. BcTcfl 
p. 118, 
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and walking. He died the 14th of April, 10391 chap, 
little i-egtetted or eftecmcd by his fubjeds ; m. 
and left the fuccellion open t6 his brother ^ 
Hardicanute* 

H A R D i C AN U t E. 

HaRDIC ANUTE , or Canute the Hardy , tiiai ioiiii 
k , the robiift ( for he too is chiefly kndwn by 
his bodily accondpIiihiBents ) though, by Remain- 
ing fo long in Denttiatk, he had been deprived 
bf his ihaire in the partitioii of the kitigdom , bad 
tiot abandoned hi^ pretenfions ; and be had 
determined , before Harold's death , to recover by 
arms , what he had loft , either by his owii 
hegli^ence, or by the neceflity of hid affairs. 
Dn pretence of paying a vifit to the queea 
dowager in Flanders, he had aflembled a fleet 
of fixty fail , and was preparing t<> make a 
defcent on England , when intelligence of hi$ 
brother's dfrath induced him to fail immediately 
to London , where he was receivfcd in triumph g 
and acknowledged king without oppbfition. 

The firft aft of Hardicanute's government 
afforded his fubjefts a bad prognoftic of hi$ 
jfutute cb'nduft. He Was fo eni^ged at Harold^ 
for depriving him of his ifaare of the kingdom , 
and for the crufel treatment of his brother Alfred i 
that, in an impotent defir^ of revenge againftthe 
dead , lie ordered his bckly to be dUg up , and 
to be thrown into the Thames: And when it 
%f as S0und hy Somt iiihermen , and buriod is 
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IJ A P. london, be ordered it again to be dug up, an<f 
^^ to be- thrown again into the river : But it was 
jiffaed up a fecond time, and then interred with 
great fecrecy. Godwin , equally fervilc and 
infolent , fubmitted to be His infbrument in this 
unnatural and brutal adion. 

That nobleman knew , that he was univerially 
believed to have been an accomplice in the bar- 
barity exercifed on Alfred, and that he was on 
that account obnoxious to Hardicanute ; and 
perhaps he hoped , by difplaying this rage againfl: 
Harold's memory , to juftify himfelf from having 
bad any participation in his counfels. But prince 
Edward, being invited over by the king, imme- 
diately on his appearance, preferred anaccufatioa 
againft Godwin for the murder of Alfred , and 
demanded juftice for that crime. Godwin, in 
order to appeafe the king, made him a magni- 
ficent prefent' of a galley with a gilt ftcrn, 
rowed by fourfcore men , who wore each of 
them a gold bracelet on his arm , weighing 
« fixteen ounces, and were armed and cloathed in 

the moft funlptuous manner. Hardicanute, pleafed 
with the fplendpur of this fpedacle , quickly forgot 
bis brother's murder; and on Godwin's fwearing 
that he was innocent of the crime , he allowed 
him to be acquitted. 

Though Hardicanute, before his acceflion, 
had been called over by the vows of the Englifb » 
be foon loft the affedions of the nation by his 
xnifcondud ; but nothing appeared more grievous 
to them , than bis rene^yini^ the impofition of 

Danegclt 
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Daoegdt. and obliging the nation to pay a great c h a Pii 
fum of money to the fleet, which brought him m, 
from Den nark. The difcontents ran high in many 
' places : In Worcefter the populace rofe , and put 
to death two of the collectors. The king, en- 
raged at this oppofition, fwore vengeance againft 
the city, and ordered three noblemen , Godwin, 
duke of Weffex, Siward, duke of Northumber- 
land , and Leofric, duke of Mercia, to execute 
his menaces with the utmod rigour. They were 
obliged to fet fire to tbc city, and deliver it up 
to be plundered by their foldiers; but they faved 
the lives of the inhabitants ; whom they confined 
in a fmall ifland of the Severn, called Beverey , 
N till, by their interceffion, they were able- to 
appeafe the king, and obtain the pardon of the 
fuppliants. • ^ 

This violent government was of fbort duration* 
Hardicanute died in two years after hisacceffion, 
at the nuptials of a Danifh' lord, which be had 
honoured with his prefence. His ufual habits of 
intemperance were fo well known, that , not. 
withftanding his robufb conftitution , his fuddea 
death gave as little furprize, as it did«forrow^ 
to his fubjeds. 

EDWARD the CoNFESsoiu 

HE Englifh , on the death of Hardfcanute, «o4V X- 
few a favourable opportunity for recovering their 
liberty, and for fhaking off the Danrfli yoke^ 
under -which they hadfo long laboured. Sw^cyni 
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Q B A p. king of Norway, the elded fon of Canute, wat 
UL abfent; and as the two laft kings had died without 
iflue, none of that race prefented himfelf, nor 
, any whom the Danes could fupport as fucceflbt 
to the throne. Prince Edward was fortunately 
at court on his brother's demife; and though the 
defcendants of Edmond Ironfide were the true 
heirs of the Saxon family, yet their abfence info 
remote a country as Hungary , appeared a fuffi« 
cientreafon for their exclufion, to a people like 
the EngliQ) , fo little accuftomed to obferve 
a regular order in the fuccei£on of their monarchs. 
All delays might be dangerous ; and the prefent 
occafioA mud haftily be embraced ; while the 
Danes , without concert , without a leader , 
aftoniflied at the preient incident, and anxious 
only for their perfonal (afety, duril not oppofe 
the unit^ voice of the nation. 

Bvt this concurrence of circumftances in favour 
^ Edward, might have failed of its effeA , had 
his fucceffion been oppofed by Godwin , whofe 
power , alliances , and abilities gave him a great 
influence at all times, efpecially amidfl thofe 
fudden opportunities, which always attend a 
revolution of government , and which , either 
feized or negleded, commonly prove decifive. 
There w«re oppofite teafons, which divided 
men's hopes and fears with regard to Godwin's 
condud. On the ontt band , the credit of that 
nobleman lay chiefly in Weflfex , which wai 
almoft entirely inhabited by Englifh : It was 
therefore pr^iJunied^ ^at.k^ WQuld Xecond the 
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v^iflies of that people , in reftoring the Saxon chap. 
line, and in humbling the Danes, from whom he, i^** 
as well as they, had reafon to dread, as they 
had already felt , the tnoft grievous oppreflions. 
On the other hand, there fubfifted a declared 
animofity between Edward and Godwin , on 
account of Alfred's murder ; of which the latter 
had publicly been accufed by the prince, and 
which he might believe fo deep an offence, as 
could never , on account of any fubfequent 
iBcrits, be (incerily pardoned. But their common 
friends here interpofed ; and feprefenting the 
neceffity of their good correfpoiidence , obliged 
ihem to lay afide all jealoufy and rancour , and 
concur in reftoring liberty to their native country. ' 
Godwin only ftipulated , that Edward , as m 
pledge of his fincere reconciliation , Ihould 
promife to marry his daughter Editba ; and 
having fortified himfclf by this alliance , he 
iummoned a general council at Giilingham , and 
prepared every raeafure for fecuring the fucceffion 
to Edward. The Engliffi were unanimous and 
zealous in their rcfolutions ; the Danes were 
divided and difpirited : Any fmall oppofition, 
which appeared in this affembly, wa3 brow-beaten 
and fuppreffed -, and Edward was crdwned king, 
with every demonftration of duty and affe<n:ion. 
The triumph of the EngHfli, upon this fignal 
and dccifive advantage , was at firft attended 
with fome infult and violence againft the Danes; 
but the king, by the mildnefs of his charadler, ^ 
foon reconciled the latter to his adminiftration , 

P z 
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CHAP, and the diftindion between the tvro nations 
m. gradually difappeared. The Danes Avere inter- 
fperfed with the Engh'Ih in moft of the provinces; 
they fpoke nearly the fame language ; they dif- 
fered little in their manners and laws ; 
domeftio diffenfions in Denmark prevented , 
for fbmc years , any powerful invafion from 
thence, which might ^ awaken paft animofities; 
and as the Norman conqueft, which enfued foon 
after, reduced both nations to equal fubjedion, 
there is no farther mention in hiftory of any 
difference between them. The joy , however , 
of their prefent deliverance made fuch impreffion 
on the minds of the Englifh , that they inftituted 
an annual feftival for celebrating that great 
event; and it was obferved in fome counties , 
even to the time of Spellman ^*. 

The popularity, which Edward enjoyed on 
his acceflion , was not deftroyed by the tirft adl 
of his adminiilration , his refuming all the grants 
of his immediate predeceflbrs ; an attempt, which 
is commonly attended with the mod dangerous 
confequences. The poverty of the crown con- 
vinced the nation , that this ad oi violence was 
become abfolutely neceffary; and as the lofs fell 
chiefly on the Danes , who had obtained large 
grants from the late kings, their countrymen , 
on atcofunt of their fervices in fubduing the 
kingdom, the Englifli were rather pleafed to fee 
them reduced to their primitive poverty. The 

** Spellm. Cloffary in verbo Hocday. 
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king's feverity alfo towards his mother , the C h a B. 
queen -dowager, though expofed to fome more ii** 
cenfure, met not with very general difiipprobation. 
Ho had Jiitherto lived on indifferent terms with 
that princefs : He accufed her of negleding him 
and his brother during their adverfe fortune'*: . 
He remarked, that, as the fuperior qualities of 
Canute, and his better treatment of her, had 
made her entirely indifferent to the memory of 
Ethelred , ihe alfo gave the preference to her 
children of the fecond bed, and always regarded . 
Hardicanute as her favourite. The fame reafonsi 
had probably made her unpopular in England > 
and though her benefadlions to the monks 
obtained her the favour of that order , the nation 
vras i>ot, in general, difpleafed to fee her fhipped 
by Edward oFimmenfe treafures which flie had 
amaffed. He confined her, during the remainder 
of her life, in a monaftery at Winchefter; but 
carried his rigour againfl her no farther. The 
ftories of his accufing her of a participation in 
her fon. Alfred's murder, and of a criminal cor- 
refpondence with the bifhop of Winchefter, and 
alfo of her juftifying herfclf by treading barefoot ^ , 
■without receiving any hurt, over nine burning 
plough - Ihares , were the inventions of the monk- . 
ifh hiftorians , and were propagated and believed 
from the filly wonder of pofterity **. . 

The Englilh flattered thcmfelves, that, by the 



Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. 237. 
^* Higden, p. %7j. 
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CHAP, acccflion of EdwarcT, they were delivered for 
m. ever from the dominion of foreigners ; but they 
foon found, that this evil was not yet entirely 
removed. The king had been educated in Nor- 
mandy; and had qpntraded many intimacies with 
the natives of that country , as well as an affedlion 
for their manners *\ The court of England Was 
^oon filled with Normans , who, being dillinguifh- 
ed both by the favour of Edward, and by a 
degree of cultivation fuperior to that which wa« 
attained by the Englilh in thofe ages , foon ren- 
dered their language , cuftoms , and laws faChion* 
able in the kingdom. The ftudy of the French 
tongue became general among the people. The 
courtiers affedled to imiute that nation in thei^ 
drefs, equipage, and entertainments : Even the 
lawyers employed a foreign language in their 
deeds and papers **: But above all, the church 
felt the influence and dominion of tfaofe flrangers: 
UJf and William , two Normans , who had 
formerly been the king's chaplains , were created 
biifaops of Dorchefter and London. Robert, a. 
Norman alfo , was promoted to the fee of Canter- 
bury '*, and always enjoyed the higheft favour 
of his mafter, of which his abilities rendered him 

, not unworthy. And though the king s prudence , 

or his want of authority, made him confer almoft 
all the civil and military employments on the 

Ingulf, p. 62. 
•• Ibii 
*• Chron, Sax. p. 161^ 
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natives, the ecclefiaftical preferments fell often chap. 
to the Ihare of the Normans; and as the latter iii. 
poffeffed Edward's confidence , they had fecretly 
a great influence on public a£&irs, and excited 
the jealoufy of the Englifh , particularly of earl 
Godwin '*. 

This powerful nobleman , befides being dukc' 
or carl of Weffcx , had the counties of Kent and 
Suifex annexed to his government. His eldeft 
fon, Sweyn, poffeffed the fame authority in the 
counties of Oxford , Berks , Glocefter and Here- 
ford: And Harold, his fecond fon, was duke of 
Eaft-Anglia, and at the fame time governor of 
Effex. The great authority of this family was 
fupported by immenfe poffeffions and powerful 
aljiances; and the abilities, as well as ambition, 
of Godwin himfelf contributed to render it ftill 
more dangerous. A prince of greater capacity 
and vigour than Edward would have found it 
diificuk to fupport the dignity of the crown 
under fuch circumftattces ; and as the haughty 
temper of Godwin made him often forget the 
refped due to his prince, Edward's animofity 
againft him was grounded on perfonal as well as 
political confiderations , on recent as welt as more t 

ancient injuries. The king, in purfuance of his 
engagements, had indeed married Editha, the 
daughter of Godwin *' ; but this alliance became 
a frefh fource of enmity between them. Edward's 



•• V. Malm, p. 80. 
•' Chran. Sax. p. 15^. 
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CHAP, hatred of the father was transfcrretl to that prin- 
111. cefs; and Editha , though poffeffed of many- 
amiable accomphlhroents , could never acquire the 
confidence and affedlion of her hufband. It is 
even pretended , that , during the whole courfc 
of her life , he abftained from all commerce of 
. love with her; ^and fuch was the abfurd admira- 
tion paid to an inviolable chaftity during thof« 
104S. ages, that his condudl in this particular is highly 
celebrated by the monkifli hiftorians, and greatly 
contributed to his acquiring the title of faint and 
confeffor '*. 

The moft popular pretence, on which Godwin 
could ground his difaffedlion to the king and his 
adminiftration , was to complain of the influence 
of the Normans in the government; and a declared 
oppofition had thence arifen between him and 
thefe favourites. It was not long before this 
animofity broke into adion. Euftace , count of 
Bologne, having paid a vifit to the king, paffed 
by Dover in his return : One of his train , being 
refufed entrance to a lodging , which had 
becnaDGgned him, attempted to make his way by 
force , and in the conteft he wounded the mailer 
of the houfe. The inhabitants revenged this 
infult by the death of the ftranger; the count 
and his train took arms, and murdered thewound- 
^ cd townfman ; a tumult enfued ; near twenty 

'* W. Malm. p. 80. Hfgdcn , p. 277. Abbas RievaL 
p. 366. 377. Matth. Weft. p. 221.- Chron. ThonL Wykes > 
p. SI. An^a Sacra, vol. !• p. 24I. 
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pc'rfonjs were killed on each fide; and Euftace, chap. 
being overpowered by numbers, was obliged to m* 
fave his life by flight from the fury of the 
populace. He hurried immediately to court and 
coipplained of the ufage he had met with : The 
king entered zeajoufly into the quarrel, and wasi 
highly difpleafed that aftranger of fuch diftinc-: 
tioii, whom he had invited over to his court, 
fhould, without any juft. caufe, as he believed, 
have felt fo fenfibly the infolence and animofity 
of his people. He gave orders to Godwin, ia* 
whofe government Dover lay, to repair immedi- 
ately to the place , and to punifli the inhabitants for 
the crime: But Godwin, who defired rather to^ 
encourage, than reprefs, the popular difcontents 
againft foreigners, refufcd obedience, and cndea-^ 
vourcd to throw the whole blame of the riot on the 
count of 6ologne,and his retinue". Edward,touched 
in fb fenfible a point , faw the necefEty of exerting- 
the royal authority; and he threatened Godwin, 
if he perfiRed in his difobedience, to make him 
feel the utmoft effedb of his refentment. 

The earl, perceiving a rupture to be unavoid- 
able , and pleafed to embark in a caufe , where , 
it was likely, he flioukl be fupported by his 
countrymen , made pre:parations for his own. 
defence , or rather for an attack on Edward. 
Under pretence of reprcfling fome difordcrs on 
the Wellh frontier , he fecretly aflfembled a great 

" Chron, Sax. p. 163. W. Malm. p. 81. Higdca\ 
p. 279- 
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CHAP, army , and was approaching the king , vto 
IIL refided , without any military force , and without 
fiiiptcion , at Glocefter '\ Edward applied for 
protedion to Siward , duke of Northumberland » 
and Leofric , duke of Merda , two powerful 
noblamen , whole jealoufy of Godwin's greatnefs , 
as well as their duty to the crown , engaged 
them to defend the king in this extremity. They 
haftened to him with fuch of their followers as 
they could aflemble on a fudden; and finding 
the danger much greater than they had at firft 
apprehended, they iflued orders for muflering 
all the forces within their governments , and for 
marching th^ without delay to the defence (rf tho 
king's perfbn amd authority. Edward, meanwhile t 
endeavoured to gain time by negociation; while 
Godwin, who thought the king entirely in his 
power, and who was willing to lave appearances, 
fell into .the {bare; and not fenfible , chat he 
ought to have no farther referve after he had 
proceeded fo far, he loft th^ favourable oppor* 
tuhity of rendering himfelf mafter of the govenn 
ment. 

The EngliOb, tbou^ they had no high ide9 
of Fdward's vigour and capacity, bore him great 
affedion on account of his humanity, joftice, 
and piety, as well as the long race of their native 
kings, from whom be was defcended; and they 
hailened from all quarters tq defend him from 
the prefent danger. His army was now fo, 

'* Chrom SauL p. 163. W. Malm. p. 8i. 
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confidcrablc , that he ventured to take the field ; h a p. 
and marching to London , he fummoned a great **** 
council to judge of the rebellion of Godwin 
and bis fons. Thefe noblemen pretend- 
ed at firft that they were willing to ftand 
their trial; but having in vain endeavoured to 
make their adherents perfift in rebellion , they 
offered to come to London , provided they might 
receive hoftages for their fafety: This propofal 
being rejedled , they were obliged to dilband 
the remains of their forces , and to have recourfe 
to flight. Baldwin, earl of Flanders, gave 
protection to Godwin and his three fons , Gurth , 
Sweyn , and Tofti ; the latter of whom had mar- 
ried the daughter of that prince : Harold and 
Leofwin, two others of his fons, took (belter 
in Ireland. The eftates of the father and fons 
were confifcated : Their governments were given 
to others : Queen Editha was conjned in a 
monaftery at Warewel : And the greatnefs of 
this family, once fo formidable, feemed now to 
be totally fupplanted and overthrown. 

But Godwin had fixed his authority on too 
firm a bafis, and he was too ftrongly fupported 
by alliances both foreign and domeftic, not to 
occafion farther difturbances , and make new 
efforts for his re-eflablifliment The earl of Flanders 105*. 
permitted him to purchafe and hire (hips within 
his harbours; and Godwin, having manned them 
with his followers, and 'with freebooters of all 
nations , put to fea , and attempted to make a 
defcent at Sandwich. The king, informed of 
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H A p.liis preparations , had equipped a confiderable 
!"• fleet , much fuperior to that of the enemy ; and 
the earl hadily, before their appearance, made 
his retreat into the Flcmifli harbours". The 
Englifli court, allured by the prefent fecurity, 
and deftitute of all vigorous counfels, allowed 
the feamen to dilband , and the fleet to go to 
decay"; while Godwin, cxpefting this event, 
kept his men in readii^efs for adtion. He put to 
fea immediately, and failed to the Ifle of Wight, 
where he was joined by Harold with a fquadron, 
which that nobleman had collected in Ireland* 
He was now mafter of the fea; and entering every 
harbour on the fouthern coaft , he feized all the 
fbips*', and fummoned his followers in thofe 
counties, which had fo long been fubjed to 
his government, to aflift him in procuring juftice 
to himfelF, bis family, and his country, againfi 
the tyranny of foreigners. Reinforced by great 
numbers from all quarters , he entered the Thames; 
and appj^aring before London, threw every thipg 
into confufion. The king alone feemed refolute 
to defend himfelf to the laft extremity; but the 
interpofition of the Englifh nobility , maDy of 
whom favoured Godwin s pretenfions , made 
Edward hearken to terms of accommodation ; and 
the feigned humility of the earl , who difclaimed 
all intentions of offering violence to his fovereign. 



" Sim. Dun. p. 1 86. 
'* Chron. Sax. p. J 66. 
'' Ibid. 
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Vitti defired only to juftify himfelf by a fair and CHAP, 
open trial , paved the way for .his more eafy ^ii. 
admiflioa. It was ftipulated, that he fliould give 
liodages for his good behaviour, and that the 
primate and all the foreigners fhould be baniflied : 
By this treaty , the prefent danger of a civil war 
Avas obviated , but the authority of the crown 
was confiderably impaired , or rather entirely 
annihilated. Edward , fenfible that he had not 
power fufficient to fecure Godwin's hoftages in 
England , fent them over to his kinfman , the 
young duke of Normandy 

: Godwin's death, which happened foon after, 
while he was fitting at table with the king , 
prevented him from farther eftablifbing the au- 
thority which he had acquired, .and from reducing 
Edward to ftill greater fubjedlion '*. He was 
fucceeded in the government of Weflex, Suffex, 
Kent, and EfTex, and in the bffice of fteward of 
the houfehoid, a place of great power, by.his 
fort , Harold , who was actuated by an ambition 
equal to that of his father, and wa^.fuperior to 
him inaddrefs, in infmuation, and in virtue. By 
a modeft and gentte demeanour , he acquired the 
good -will of Edward; at leaft , foftcned that 
hatred which the prince had fo long borne bis 
family '*; and gaining every day new partizans 
by his boamty and affebility , /he proceeded , in a 
more Clent , and therefore a more dangerous 

' '* Sec note [E] at the cad of the volume. 
" Brompton, p. 948. 
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6 H A p. manner, to the increafe of bis authority. The 
in- king, who had not fufficient vigour diredly to 
oppofe his progrefs , knew of no other expedient 
than that hazardous one , of raifmg him a rival 
in the family of Leofric, duke of Mercia, whofc 
fon, Algar, "was inverted with the government 
of Eaft-Anglia , which , before the banilbment of 
Harold , had belonged to the latter nobleman. 
But this policy, of balancing oppolite parties , 
required a more (leady hand to manage it than 
that of Edward , and naturally produced fadion ^ 
and even civil broils , among nobles of fuck 
mighty and independent authority. Algar was 
foon after expelled his government by the intrigued 
and power of Harold ; but being proteded by 
Griffith, prince of Wales, who had married his 
daughter, as well as by the power of his father, 
Leofric, he obliged Harold to fubmit to an accom- 
modation , and was reinftated in the government 
of Eaft-Anglia. This peace was not of long 
duration: Harold, taking advantage of Leofric's 
death, which happened foon aftfcr, expelled Algar 
anew , and banifhed him the kingdom : And 
though that nobleman made a frefh irruption into 
Eaft-Anglia with an army of Norwegians, and 
Over-ran the country, his death foon freed Harold 
from the pretenfions of fo dangerous a rival. 
Edward, the eldeft fon of Algar, was indeed 
advarKed to the government of Mercia ; but the 
balance, which the king defired to eftablifh be- 
tween thofe potent families was wholly loft, and 
the influence of Harold greatly preponderated. 
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The death of Siward, duke of Northumberland, chap. 
made the way ftill more dpen to the ambition of in. ^ 
that nobleman. Siward, befides his other merits, i^U 
had acquired honour to England, by his fuccelsful 
condud in the only foreign enterprize undertaken 
during the reign of Edward. Duncan , king of 
Scotland, was t prince of a gentle difpofition, 
but poflefled not the genius requifite for governing 
ft country fo turbulent , and fo much infefted by 
the intrigues and animofities of the great. Macbeth, 
a powerful nobleman, and nearly allied to the 
crown , not content with curbing the king^$ 
authority, carried ftill farther his peftilent ambi-' 
tion : He put his fovereign to death , chaced 
MidcolmKenmore, his fon and heir, into England; 
and ufurped the crown. Siward , whofe daughter 
was married to Duncan, embraced, by Edward's 
orders, the protedion of this diftreffed family: 
He marched an army into Scotland , and having 
defeated And kiUed Macbeth in battle, he reftored 
Malcolm to the throne of his anceftptrs ^*, This 
fcrvice, added to his former connexions with the 
royal family of Scotland, brought a great ac- 
ceffion to die authority of Siward in the north ; 
but as he had loft his eldeft fon , Ofbern ,' in 
the adion with Macbeth , it proved in the 
iffue fatal to his family. His fecond fon, Wal- 
thoef, appeared, on his father's death, too young 



** W. Malm. p. 79. ttoVedeh , p. 443. Chron. Mailr. 
p. 158* Buchanan, p. 115. edit 17*5. 
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CHAP, to be entrufled with the gdvernment of Narthum- 
III. berland ; and Harold s influence obtained that 
dukedom for bis own brother Tofti. 
. There are two circumftances related of Siward, 
which difcover his high fenfe of honour, and bis 
martial difpofition. When intelligence was brought 
him of his fon Ofbern's death , he was incoiDfo- 
fable; till he heard, that the wound was received 
in the breaft, and that he had behaved with great 
gallantry in the adion. When he found his own 
death approaching, he ordered his fi^rvants- to 
clothe him in a complete fait of arniour; and 
fitting ered on the couch , with a fpear in his 
hand, declared, that, in that pofture, the only- 
one worthy of a warrior, he would patiently 
await the fatal moment 

The king , now worn out with cares and 
infirmities, felt himfelf far advanced in the decline 
.of life ; and having no iffue himfelf, began to. 
think of appointing a fucceflbr to the kingdom* 
He fent a, deputation to Hungary, to invite 
over his nephew, Edward, fon of his elder bro- 
ther, and the only remaining heir of the Saxon 
line.' That prince, whofe fucceflion to the crowa 
would have b'een eafy and undifputed , came to 
England with his children , Edgar , furnamed 
Atheling, Margaret and Chriftina; but his death, 
which happened a few da,ys after his arrival, 
threw the king into new difficulties. .He faw, 
that the great power and ambition of Harold had 
tempted him to think of obtaining poffeffiori of 
the throne on the firft vacancy, and tliat Edgar, 

on 
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on account of his youth and inexperience ^ ^vas c h a F. 
very unfit to oppofe the pretenfions of fo popular i^'* 
and entcrprifing a rival. The animofity, which 
he bad long borne to earl Godwin , made him 
avcrfe to the fucceffion of his fon ; and he could 
not, without extreme reludlance , think of an 
increafe of grandeur to a family , which had rifen 
pn the ruins of royal authority , and which , by 
the murder of Alfred , his brother , had contri- 
buted fo much to the weakening of the Saicoii 
line. In this uncertainty, he fecretly caft his 
^ eye towards his kinfman , William duke of Nor* 
mandy,^ as the only perfon -whofe power, and 
reputation, and capacity, could fupport any 
deftihation which he n^ight make in his favour 
to the exclufion of Harold, and his family *'. 

This famous prince was natural fon of Robert, ^ 
diike of Normsftidy , by Harlotta , daughter of a 
tanner in Falaife **, and was very early cftablilhed 
in that grandeur, from which his 'birth fecm^d 
toe have fet hitn at fo great* a diftance. Whi4e 
be was but nine years of age, his fatlier had 
rcfolved to undcVtake a pilgrimage to Jerufalera ; 
a iaihionable ad of devotion, which had takea 
place of the pilgrimages to Rome i and which , 
as it was attended with more difficulty and 
danger , andcarried thofe religious advehturers to 
the firft fources of Chriftianity , appeared to* 
^em more meritorious. Before his departure, 

^' Ingulf, p. 68. 

** Brompton, p. 910, 

Vol. I. i/j Q. 
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CHAP, i^e affembled the ftates of the dutchy ; and in* 
' '"• forming them of his defign , he engaged them to 
fwear aliegiance to his natural fon, William , 
whom , as he had no legitimate iffue , he intended, 
in cafe he fhould die in the pilgrimage , to leave 
fucceffor to his dominions *'. As he was a prudent 
prince , he could not but forefee the great ia« 
conveniences which muft attend this journey , 
and this fettlement of his fucceflion ; arifing from 
the perpetual turbuJency of the great , the Claims 
of other branches of the ducal family , and the power 
of the French monarch : But all thefe confideratioos 
were furmounted by the prevailing zeal for 
pilgrimages ** ; and probably , the more important 
they were , the more would ilobert exult in 
facriBcing them to what he imagined to be his 
religious duty. 

This prince, as he had apprehended, died iti 
his pilgrimage, j, a^d the minority of his fon was 
attended with all thofc difoi-ders, which were 
almod unavoidable in that £tuation. The.liceo* 
tious nobles, freed., from the awe of fovereign 
authority , broke out into perfonal animofities 
againft each other, and made the whole country 
a fccne of war and devaftation *\ Roger, count 
of Toni, and Alain, count of Britanny, advanced 
claims to the dominion of the ftate ; and Henry L 
king of France, thought the opportunity favourable 



*' W. Malm. p. gs. 
^* Ypod. Ncuft. p. 452. 



*' W. Malm. p. 95. Gul. Gcmct. lib. 7. cap. i. 
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for reducing the power of a vaffal , who ha^ chap* 
originally acquired his fettlement in fo violent iii. 
and invidious a manner , and who had long ap- 
peared formidable to his fovereign **. The regency 
cftablifhed by Robert encountered great difficulties 
in fupporting the government under this compli- 
cation of dangers ; and the young prince , when 
he came to maturity, found himfelf reduced- to 
a very low condition. But the great qualities , 
Vhich he foon difplayed in the field and in the 
cabinet , gave encouragement to his friends , and 
flruck a terror into his enemies. He oppofed 
himfelf on all fides againft his rebellious fubjedls, 
and againft foreign invaders ; and by his valour 
and condud prevailed in every adion. He 
obliged the French king to grant him peace on 
reafonable terms ; he expelled all pretenders to the 
fovereignty ; and he reduced his turbdlent barons 
to pay fubmiffion to his authority, axid to fufpend 
their mutual animofities. The natural feverity 
of his temper appeared in a rigorous adminiftration 
of juftice ; and having found the happy cflfeds of 
this plan of government , without which the laws 
in thofe ages became totally impotent . he regarded 
it as a fixed maxim , that an inflexible condud 
was the firft duty of a fovereign. 

The tranquillity, which he had eftablilhed in 
his dominions , had given William leifure m pay 
a vifit to the king of England during the time 
of Godwin's banifhment ; and he was received 

.** ^. Malm. p. 97. 

0.3 
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C H A p. in a manner fuitable to the great reputation 
III. which he had acquired , to the relation by which 
fie was connedled with Edward , and to the 
obligations which that prince owed to his family *'. 
On the return of Godwin, and the expulfion of 
the Norman favourites , Robert , archbiibop of 
- Canterbury , had , before his departure , perfuaded 
Edward to think of adopting William as his fuc- 
cefTor ; a counfel , which was favoured by the 
king's averfion to Godwin , his prepofTeflions 
for the Normans , and his efteem of the 
duke. That prelate , therefore , received a com- 
miflion to inform Williapn of the king's intentions 
in his favour ; and he was the firft perfon that 
opened the mind of the prince to entertain thofe 
ambitious hopes ** But Edward , irrefolute and 
feeble in his purpofe, finding that the Englifli 
would more eafily acquiefce in the reftoration of 
the Saxon line, had, in the mean time, invited 
his brother's defcendants from Hungary , with a 
view of having them recognized heirs to the 
crown. The death of his nephew , and the inex- 
perience and unpromifing qualities of young 
Edgar , made him refume his former intentions '' 
in favour of the duke of Normandy ; though his 
averfion to hazardous enterprizes engaged him to 
poftpones^^lie execution, and even to keep his 
purpqfe fecret from all his minifters. 

*^ Hovcden, p. 442. Ingulf, p. 65. Chron-Mailr, p. 157. 
fligden, p. 279. 

*• Ingulf, p. 68. Gul. Cemet. lib. 7. cap. 31. Order. 
Vitajis, p. 49^. 
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Harold , mean while , proceeded, after a more c h A f, 
open manner, Jn increafing his popularity, in iil> 
cftablifhing his power, and in preparing the way 
for his advancement on the firft vacancy; an 
event which, from the age and infirmities of the 
king , appeared not very diftant. But there was 
flill an obdacle, which it was requifite for Mm 
previoufly to overcome. Earl Godwin^ when 
reftored to his power and fortune, had given 
hoftages for his good behaviour; and among 
the reft one (on and one grandfon, whom Ed- 
ward , for greater fecurfty , as has been related , 
had configned to the cuftody of the duke of 
Normandy. Harold, though not aware of the 
duke's being his competitor, was uneafy, that . 
fuch near relations fhould be detained prifoners 
in a foreign country ; and he was afraid , left 
William fhould , in favour of Edgar, retain thefe 
pledges 33 a check on the ambition of any other 
pretender. He reprefcnted, therefore, to the king, 
his unfeigned fubmiffion to royal authority , his^ 
fleady duty to his prince, a^nd the little neccffity 
there was, after fuch an uniform trial of his obe^ 
dience , to detain any longer thofe hoftages , who 
had been required on the firft compofing of civil 
difcords. By thefe topics , enforced by his great 
power, he extorted the king's confent to releafe 
them; and in order to efifecft his purpofe, he 
immediately pi;oceeded , with a numerous retiniie, 
on his journey to Normandy. • A tempeft drove 
him on the territory of Guy, count of Ponthieu 
who, being informed of his quality , immediately 

as 
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CHAP, detained him prifoner, and demanded an eicor- 
III. biiant fum for his ranfom. Harold found means 
to convey intelligence of his fitqation to the 
duke of Normandy; and reprefented, that while 
he was proceeding to his court, in execution of 
a commifllon from the king of England , he had 
met with this harflb treatment from the mercenary 
- difpofition of the count of Ponthicu. 

William was immediately fenfible of the 
importance of the incident He forefaw, that^ 
if he could once gain Harold , either by favours 
or menaces , his way to the throne of England 
would be open, and Edward would meet with 
no farther obftacle in executing the favourable 
intentions , which he had entertained in his behalf. 
He fent , therefore, a mcflfenger to Guy, in order 
to demand the liberty of his prifoner ; and that 
nobleman , not daring to refufe fo great a prince, 
put Harold into the hands of the Norman, who 
conduded him to Roiien. William received him 
with every demonftration of refpeA and friend- 
Ihip ; and after ibowing himfelf di^fed to corn* 
ply with his defire, in delivering up the hoftages. 
Be took an opportunity of difclofing to him the 
^reat fccret , of his pretenfions to the crown of 
England, and of the will which Edward intended 
to make in his favour. He defired the afEftance 
of Harold in perfeding that defign; he mjide 
profeflions of the utosofl: gratitude in return for 
fo great an obligation; he promifed that the 
prcfent grandeur of Harold's family, which fup- 
ported itfeif with difficulty under the jealoufy 
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and hatred of Edw«rdl, Ihould receive nSw in- o h a p. 
creafe from a fucceffor , Who would be fo greatly in. 
beholden to him for his advancement. Harold 
vras furprized at this declaration of the duke; 
but being fenfible that he ihould never recover 
his own liberty , much lefs that of his brother 
and nephew , if he refufed the demand , he feign* 
ed a compliance with William , renounced aN 
hopes of the crown for himfelf , and profefled 
his fincere intention of fupporting the will of 
Edward, and feconding the pretenfions of the 
duke of Normandy. William , to bind him fefter x 
to his interefts, 'befides offering him one of his 
daughters in marriage , required him to take an 
oath, that he would fulfil his promifes; and ia 
order to render the oath more obligatory^ he 
amptoyed an artifice , well fuited to the ignonince 
and fuperftition of the age. He fecretly conveyecf 
under the altar, on which Harold agreed ta 
fwear, the reliques of fome of the moft revered , 
martyrs; and when Harold had taken the oath^ 
he /bowed him the reliques , zxA adaioaiibed 
him to obferve religioufly an engagement, which 
had been ratified by fo tremendous a faoAioo^*. 
The Engliib nobleman was aftonifhed; but 
diffembting his concern, he cenewed the £»m6 
profeflions, and was difmiffed with all the marks 
of mutual confidence by the duke of Normandy. 
When Harold found himfelf at liberty, his 

** Wace, p. 459, 460. MS. pcnc« Carte, p. 354» 
^. Malm. p. 93. H. Hsnt p. 3j56« Hovodon, p. 44S^ 
Brampcoa,, p. 947. 

G4 
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CHAP, ambition fuggeftcd cafuiftrf fufficient to jufUfy 
m» to him the violation of ait oath, which had been 
extorted from him by hsa , and which , if fiilfiUed, 
might be attended with the fubjedion of his 
ilative country to a foreign power. He continued 
ftill topradife every art of popularity; to in- 
creafe the number of his partizans; to reconcile 
the minds of the Englifh to the idea of his fac- 
ceflion ; to revive their hatred of the Normans ; 
and by an oflentation of his power and influ- 
ence, to deter the timorous Edward from 
executing his intended deftination in fevour of 
William. Fortune, about this time, threw two 
incidents in his way, by which hte- was ena- 
I bled to acquire general favour , and to increafe 

the charader, which he had already attained « 
of virtue and abilities. 

The Welch , though a lefs formidable enemy 
than the Danes , had long been accuftomed to infeft 
the weftern borders : And after committing fpoil on 
the low countries , they ufually made a haft/ 
retreat into their mountains , whiere they were 
jhehered from the purfuit of their enemies , and 
were ready to feize the firft favourable opportunity 
of renewing their depredations. Griffith, the 
reigning prince, had greatly diftlnguiChed him- 
felf in thofe incurfions ; and his name had become 
fo terrible to the Englifh , that Harold found he 
could do nothing more acceptable to the public, 
and , more honourable for himfelf , than the fop- 
preffing of fo dangerous an enemy. He formed 
the plan of an expedition againft Wales 5 and 
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having prepared fome light-armed foot to purfue chap. 
the natives into their fiaftnefles , fome cavalry to III. 
fcour the open country , and a fquadron of fhips * 
to attack the fea^coaft, he employed at once ail 
thefe forces againft the Welfh, profecuted his 
advantages vrith vigour, made no intermifldon 
in his aflaults, and at laft reduced the enemy to 
fuch diftrels, that, in order to prevent their 
total deftrudion , they made a facrifice of their 
prince, vrhofe head they cut off, and fent to 
Harold; and they were content to receive as 
their fovereigns two Welfh noblemen appointed 
by Edward to rule over them. The other inci- 
dent was no Icfe honourable to Harold. 

TosTi , brother 6f this nobleman , who had been 
created duke of Northumberland, being of a 
violent, tyrannical temper, had adled with fuch 
cruelty and injuftice , that the inhabitants rofe in 
rebellion, and chaced him from his government. 
Morcar and Edwin ,- two brothers , who poffeffed 
great power in thofe parts, aqd who were 
grandfons of the great duke , Leofric , concurred ^ 

in the infurredlioii ; and the former, being eleded 
duke , advanced with an army , to oppofe Harold, 
who was commilTioned by the king to reduce and 
chaftife the Northumbrians. Before the armies 
came to a<5lion, Morcar, well . acquainted with 
the generous difpofition of theEnglifh commander, 
endeavoured to juftify his own condudL He 
reprefented to Harold , that Tofti had behaved 
in a manner unworthy of the flation to which he 
was advanced, and no one, not even a brother. 
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e H A ■ p could fupport fuch tyranny , withdut participating, 
III* in feme degree » of the infamy attending it; that 
the Northumbrians, accuflomed to a legal adminif- 
tration , and regarding it as their bir^right , 
were willing to fubmitto the king, but required a 
governor who would pay regard to their rights 
and privileges; that they had been taught by 
their ancedors , that death was preferable to 
fervitode , and had taken the field determined 
to perifli, rather than fuffer a renewal of thofe 
indignities , to which they had fo long been 
expofed; and they trufted ^ that Harold, on 
refiedion , would not defend in another that 
violent condud, from which he.himfelf, in his 
own government, had always kept at fo great 
a diftance. This vigorous rembnftraace was 
"accompanied with fuch a tletail of fads, fo well 
fupported, that Harold found it prudent to abandon 
his brothers caufe; and returning to Edward, 
be perfuaded him to pardon the Northumbrians, 
and to confirm Morcar in the government. He 
even married the filler of that nobleman '* ; and 
by his intereft procured Edwin , the younger 
brother , to be eleded into the government of 
Mercia. Tofti in rage departed the kingdom, 
and took fhelter in i landers with earl Baldwin » 
his father-in-law. 

By this marriage, Harold broke all meafure& 
with the duke of Normandy ; and WiUi^ ckarly 



fl« 



Order. Vkalis, p. 492. 
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perceived , that he could no longer rely on the ^ 
oaths and prooiifes , which he had extorted from ^*" 
him., But the Englifli nobleman was now in fuch 
a fituation , that he deemed it no longer neceflary 
to diffemble. He had, in his condud towards^ 
the Northumbrians, given fucha fpecimcn of hii( 
moderation as had gained him the affedions of 
his countrymen. He faw , that almod all t ngland 
was engaged in his intercfts; while he himfelf 
poffeffed the government of Weffex, Morcar 
that of Northumberland, and Edwin that of-^ 
Mercia. He now openly afpired to the fucceffion ; 
and infifted, that, fince it was neceflary, by the 
confeflion of all, to fet aftde the royal family, 
on account of the imbecility of Edgar, the fole 
furviving heir, there was no one fo capable of 
filling the throne , as a iiobleman, of great 
power, of mature age,^ of long experience, of 
approved courage and abilities , who , being a 
native of the kingdom , would effedually fecurc 
it againd the dominion and tyranny of foreigners. 
Edward, broken with age and infirmities, (aw 
the difficulties too great for him to encounter; 
and though his inveterate prepofleffions kept him 
from feconding the pretenfions of Harold , he took 
but feeblfe and irrefolute ftcps for fecuring the 
fucceffion to the duke of Normandy ". While he 
contiiiued in this uncertainty, he was furprifed 
by ficknefs, which brought him to his grave ^ 

^* See note [FD at the end of the volume. 
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on ^the fifth of January 1066, in the fixty-fifth 
^l* year of his age, and twenty-fifth of his reign. 

This prince, to 'whom the monks gave the 
title of faint and confeffor , was the laft of the 
Saxon line , that ruled in England. Though his 
reign was peaceable and fortunate, he owed hi$ 
prpfperity lefs to his own abilities than to the 
conjundures of the times. The Danes , employed 
in other enterprizes , attempted n9t thofe incurfions , 
which had been fo troublefome to all hispredecef- 
fors and fatal to fome of them. * The facility of 
his difpofition made him acquiefce under the 
government of Godwin, and his fon Harold; 
and the abilities, as well as the power of thefe 
' noblemen, enabled them, while they were 
cntrufted with authority, to prcferve domeftic 
'peace and tranquillity. The mod commendable 
circumftancc of Edward's government was his 
attention to the adminiftration of juftice, and his 
compiling for that purpofe a body of laws, which* 
be colle(5ted from the laws of Ethelbert, Ina, and 
Alfred. This compilation , though now loft (for 
the laws that pafs under Edward's name were - 
compofed afterwards '* ) was longthe objedl of 
affecftion to the Englifh nation. 
Edward the Confeffor was the firft that 
^ touched for the king's evil: The opinion of his 
fendity procured belief to this cure among the 
people : His fucoeffors regarded it as a part of their 
flate and g;randeur to uphold the fame opinion^ 

** Spcllm. in verb© Belliva. 
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It has been continued down to our time; and en. l % 
the pradice was firft dropped by the prefent iiu 
toyal family, who obferved, thJlt it could no 
longer give amazement eyen to the populace, 
iand was attended with ridicule in the eyes of all 
nien of underftanding. 

HAROLD. 

JlIaROLD had fo well prepared matters before io«<. 
the death of Edward , that he immediately flepped January- 
into the vacant throne; and his acceflion was 
attended with as little oppofition and difturbance , 
as if he had fucceeded by the moil undoubted 
hereditary dtle. The citizens of London were 
his zealous partizans: The bifliops and clergjr • 
had adopted his caufe : And all the powerful nobi- 
lity, conneded with him by alliance or friendlhipi 
willingly feconded his pretenfions. The title of 
Edgar Atheling, was fcarcely mentioned: Much 
lefe, the claim of the duke of Normandy: And 
Harold , aflembling his' partizans , received the 
crown from their hands, without waiting for the 
free deliberation of the ftates, or regularly 
fubmitting the quellion to their de^rmina-* 
tion ". If any} were averfe to this meafuro 

*' G. Pi(ft.p. 196. Ypod Neuft-p. 4^6. Order. Vitabs ^ 
p.;492. M. Weft. p. 221. W. Malm. p. 93. Ingulf, p.6g. 
Brompton, p. 957. Knygdon, p. 2339. H. Hunt. p. 2ia; v 
Many of the hiltorians Cay , that Harold was regulariy eledcd 
by the dates : Some , that Edward left l^i^ his fucccflbr by 
wilU I • 
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€ R A f • they were obliged to concral their fentiments; 
UU and the new prince, taking a general filence f(»rcon- 
fcnt, and founding his title on thefuppofed fuflfrages 
of the people, which appeared unanimously was, 
on the day immediately fucceeding hd ward's 
^ death, crowned and anointed King, by Aldred, 

archbifbop of York. The whole nation feemed 
joyfully to acquiefce in his elevation. 

Tnii firft fymptoms of danger, which the 
king difcovered, came from abroad, and from 
his^ewn brother, Tofti, who had fubmitted tea 
voluntary banifhraent in Flanders. Enraged at 
the fuccefsful ambition of Harold , to which he him- 
felf had fallen a vidlim, he filled the court of Bald, 
win with complaints. of the injuftice, which he had 
♦ iuffered : He engaged the rntereft of that family 
againft his brother: He endeavoured to form 
intrigues with fome of the difcontented noMesia 
England: He fent his emiffaries to Norway, ia 
order toroufe to arms the free-bootersof thatking. 
dom,and to excitetheir hopes of reaping advantage 
firom the unfettled ftate of aflfairs on the ufurpa. 
tion of the new king t And that he might render 
the combination' more formidable , he madea jour- 
sey to Normandy; in expedation that the duke^ 
"wfco had married Matilda , another daughter of 
Baldwin , would , in revenge of his own wrongs, 
as well as thofe of Tofti , fecond , by his counfels 
and forces, the projeded invafion of England **• 
Thb duke of Normandy , when he firft received 

'• Order, Vitalis , p. 49^ 
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intcllrgcncc of Harold^s intrigues and acceflion , c 'd a p. 
had been moved to the higheft pitch of indignation ; ill* 
but that he might give the better colour to his 
pretenfionsj he (ent an erobafly to i^.ngland, 
upbraiding that prince >vith his breach of faith ^ 
andfuiiimoninghimto refign immediately the pof- 
feffion of the kingdom* Harold replied to the 
Gorman ambalTadors , that the oath , with which 
he was reproached, had been extorted by the ' 
well-groimded fear of violence, and could never 
for that reafon , be regarded as obligatory : That 
be had had no commiflion , either from the late 
king or the dates pf England , who alone could 
difpofe of the crown , to make any tender of the 
lucceffion to the duke of Normandy ; and if he , 
a private perfon , had afTumed fo much authority, 
and had even voluntarily fworn to fupport the 
duke's pretenfions, the oath was unlawful, and 
it was his duty to feize the firft opportunity of 
breaking it: That he had obtained .the crown 
by the unanimous fuffrages of the people; and 
ibould prove himfelf totally unworthy of their 
favour, did he not fixenuoufly maintain thofe 
national liberties, with whofe protedipn they had 
entrufted him : And that the duke , if he made any 
attempt by force of arms , fkould e>perierce the 
power of an united nation, condudled by a prince j^ 
who , fenfible of the obligations impofed on him 
by his royal dignity , was determined , that the 
fame moment fhould put a period to his life and 
to his government *'. t 

*' W. Mflm. p. 99. Higden, p. 28f. Matdu Weft 
p. 222. De Geft AngL inc6rto audore^ P-^. 33<- 
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HAP. This anfwer was no other than William ex- 
Ui. peded; and he had previoufly fixed his reXolution 
of making an attempt upon England. .Confulting 
only his courage , his refentment, and his ambition, 
he overlooked all the difficulties , infeparable from 
an attack on a great kingdom by fuch inferior 
force, and he faw only the circumftances,. which 
•would facilitate his enterprize. He confidered, 
that England, ever fince the acceffion of Canute^ 
had enjoyed profound tranquillity, during a period- 
of near fifty years; and it would require time for 
its foldiers, enervated by long peace, to learn 
difciplinc, and its generals experience. He knew, 
that it was entirely unprovided with, fortified 
towns, by which it could prolong the war; but. 
muft venture its Avhole fortune in one decifive; 
adion againft a veteran enemy, who, being once, 
mafter of the field , would be in a condition to* 
over-run the kingdom. He faw that Harold , 
though he had given proofs of vigour and brav.ery,! 
had newly mounted a throne, which he had 
acquired by fadion, from which he had excluded 
41 very ancient royal family, and which wasiikelyt 
to totter under him by its own inftaljility , much 
more if Ihaken by any violent external impuMe^ 
And he hoped, that the very cir^umftancc: of his 
croffing the fea, quitting his own country, and 
leaving himfelf no hopes of retreat; as it would 
aftonifh the enemy by the boldnefs of the cntel-- 
prize, would infpirit his foldiers by defpair, and 
roufe them to fullain the reputation of the Normati 

Thb 
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The NofrlianS * as they had Idng been dlftin* o M A F. 
guifhed by valour artiong all the Eufopean nntions, iu% 
had at this time attained to the higheft pitch of 
military glory. Befides acquiring by arms fucfa 
a ttoble territory in France , befides defending it" 
agaihft continual attempts of the Fi*ench monarch 
and all its neighbours , befides exerting many ads 
of vigour under their prefent fovereign ; they had, 
About this very time, revived their ancient fame^ 
by the rtoft hazardous exploits, and the moft 
•wonderful fucceffes^ in the other extremity of 
Europe. A few Norman adventurers in Italy had 
acquired fuch an afccndatlt, not only over the 
Italians and Greeks, but the Germans and Saracens, 
that they expelled thofe foreigners , procured to 
themfelves ample eftabli(hmeiits,and laid the founda-* 
tion of the opulent kingdom of Naples and Sicily '*. 
Thefe enterprizes of men, who were all of them 
vafTals in Normandy, marly of them banifiied for 
fadion and rebellion j excited the ambition of the 
haughty William; who difdained , kfter fuch 
examples of fortune and Valour, to be deterred 
from making an attack on a neighbouring country^ 
•where he could be fupported by the whole force 
of his principality. 

The fituation alfo of Europe infpired William 
'With hopes, that, befides his brave Normans, he 
might employ againft England the flovver of the ^ 

military force , which was difperfed in all the 
neighbouring ftates. France^ Germany, and the 

" C^l, Gcmet. lib. 7. cap. 30. "^ 

Vol. L R 
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HAP. Low Countries, by the progrefs of the feudal 
III. inftitutions , were divided and fubdivided into 
many principalities and baronies ; and the pofTcflbrs, 
enjoying the civil jurifdidion within themfclves^ 
as well as the right of arras , aded in many refpcds, 
as independent fovereigns, and maintained their 
properties and privileges, lefs by the authority of 
laws, than by their own force and valour. A 
military fpirit had univerfally dififufed itfelf 
throughout Europe ; and the feveral leaders , 
' whofe minds were elevated by their princely 
fituation , greedily embraced the moft hazardous 
cnterprizes , and being accuftomed to nothing 
from their infancy but recitals of the fuccefs 
attending wars and battles , they were prompted 
by a natural ambition to imitate thofe adventure?^ 
which they heard fo much celebrated, and which 
were fo much exaggerated by the credulity of the 
age. United, however loofcly , by their duty to 
one fuperior lord, and by their connexions with 
the great body of the community, to which they 
belonged , they defired to fpread their feme each 
beyond his own diftrid; and in all affemblies, 
whether inftituted for civil deIiberations,for military 
expeditions, or merely for fliow and entertainment, 
to outfiiine each other by the reputation of ftrength 
and prowefs. Hence their genius for chivalry^ 
hence their impatience of peace and tranquillity; 
and hence their readinefs to embark in any dangerous 
enterprize , how little foever interelled in its feilure 
or fuccefs. 
William, by his power, his courage, tod 
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his abilities, had long maintained a pre-eminence chap. 
among thofe haughty chieftains; and every one iii. 
vrho defired to fignali/e himfelf by his addrefsiu 
military exercifes , or his valour in adion , had 
been ambitious of acquiring a reputation in the 
court and in the armies of Normandy. Entertained 
with that hofpitality and courtefy, which diftin* 
guifhed the age, they had formed attachments to 
the prince , and greedily attended to the profpeds of 
the fignal glory and elevation , which he promifed 
them in return for their concurrence in an expe- 
dition againft England. The more grandeur there 
appeared in the attempt, the more it fuited their 
romantic fpirit: The fame of the intended invafion 
was already diffufed every where: Multitudes 
crowded to tender to the duke their fervice, with 
that of their vaflals and retainers " : And William- 
found lefs difficulty in compleating his levies , 
than in chufing the mod veteran forces, and in 
rejedling the offers of thofe , who were impatient 
to acquire fame under fo renowned a leader.- 

Besides thcfe advantages, which William owed 
to his perfonal valour and good condud ; he was 
indebted to fortune for procuring him fomc 
affiftancc, and alfo for removing many obftacles^ 
which it w^s natural for him to exped in an 
undertaking, in which all his neighbours were 
fo deeply interefted. Conan, count of Britanny, 
was his mortal enemy : In order to throw a damp 

^' Gul. PidtavcnGfijp. 198. 



Digitized by LjOOQIc 



544 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

HAP. upon the duke's cnterprize , he chofe this cbnjunc- 
HI* ture for reviving his claim to Normandy itfelf; 
and he required , that, in cafe of William's fuccels 
againft England , the poffeffion of that dutchy 
fliould devolve to hin^ ". ButConan diedfuddcniy 
after making this demand ; andHoel, his fucceffor, 
inftead of adopting the malignity, or more 
properly fpeaking, the prudence of his prcdeccf- 
for, zealoufly feconded the duke's views, and 
fent his eldeftfon, AtainFergant, to ferve under 
him with a body of five thoufand Bretons. The 
counts of Anjou and of Flanders encouraged their 
fubjedb to engage in the expedition ; and even the 
court of France , though it might juftly fear the 
aggrandizement of fo dangerous a vafTal , purfued 
not its interefts on this occafion with fufficient 
vigour and refolution. Philip I. the reigning 
monarch, was a minor; and William, having 
communicated his projed to the council , having 
defired aflfiftance , and offered to do homage , in 
cafe of hi3 fuccefe , for the crown of England , 
was indeed openly ordered to lay afidc all thoughts 
of the entcrprize; but the earl of Flanders , his 
father-in-law, being at the head of the regency, 
favoured underhand his levies , and fecredy 
encouraged the adventurous nobility to inlift 
under the (landard of the duke of Normandy. 

The emperor, Henry IV. befides openly giving 
all his vaflals permiffion to embark in this expe- 
dition, which fo much engaged the attention of 

'• Gul. Ccmet. lib. 7. cap. 33. 
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Europe , promifed his protedion to the dutchy c h a v* 
of Normandy during the abfence of the prince, ni. 
and thereby enabled him to employ his whole 
force in the invafion of England '*. But the moft 
important ally, whom William gained by his 
negociations , was the pope , who had a mighty 
influence over the ancient barons , no lefs devout 
in their religious principles than valorous in their 
military enterprizes. The Roman pontiff, after 
an infenfible progrefs during fevcral ages of 
darknefs and ignorance, began now to lift his 
head openly above all the princes of Europe; to 
affume the office of a mediator , or even an arbiter, 
in the quarrels of the greateft monarchs ; to in- 
terpofe in all fecular aifairs ; and to obtrude his 
didates as fovereign laws on his obfequious difci- 
ples. It was a fufficient niotive to Alexander II. 
the reigning pope, for embracing William's quarrel^ 
that he alone bad made an appeal to his tribunal^ 
and rendered him umpire of the difpute between 
him and Harold ; but there were other adv^antages, 
which , that pontiff forefaw, muft refult from the 
conqueft of England by the Norman arms. That 
kingdom , though at firft converted by Romifh 
miilionaries , though it had afterwards advanced 
fome farther fteps towards fubjedion to Rome , 
maintained dill a confiderable independence ia its 
ecclefiaftical adminiftration; and forming a world 
within itfelf , entirely feparated from the. reft of 
Europe , it had hitherto proved inaeceffible ^ to 

'^ GdL Pia. p. 198. 
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CHAP, thofe exorbitant claims , which fupported the 
Ul. grandeur of the papacy. Alexander, therefore, 
hoped , that the French and Norman barons, if 
fuccefsful in their cnterprize , might import into 
that country a more devoted reverence to the 
holy fee, and bring the Englifii churches to a 
pearer conformity with thofe of the continent. 
He declared immediately in favour of William s 
claim ; pronounced Harold a perjured ufurper; 
denounced excommunication againft him and his 
adherents ; and the more to encourage thp duke 
of Normandy in his entcrprize, he fent him a 
confecrated banner , and airing with one of St 
// Peter's hairs in it *\ Thus were all the ambition 
and violence of that invafion covered over fafely 
with the broad mantle of religion. 

The greatcft difficulty, which William had to 
encounter in' his preparations, arofe from his owa 
fubjeds in Normandy. The ftates of the dutchy 
were afTembled at Liflebonne ; and fupplies being 
demanded for the intended entcrprize, which 
promifed fo much glory and advantage to their 
country, there appeared a reludbnce in many 
members , both to grant fums fo much beyond 
the common mcafurc of taxes in that age , and 
to fet a precedent of performing their military 
fervicc at a diftance from their own countiy. The 
duke, finding it dangerous to folicit them in a 
body, conferred feparately with the richeft in- 
dividuals in the province \ and beginning with thofe 

** Baker, p. 22. edit. 1684. 
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on VFbofeaffedlions he mod relied , he gradually chap. 
engaged all of them to advance thcfums demanded. iii. 
The count of Longueville feconded him in this 
negociation ; as did the count of Monaigne, Odo 
bilhop of Baieux, and efpecially William Fitz- 
Olborne, count of Breteuil , and conftable of the 
dutchy. Every perfon, when hehimfelfwas once 
engaged, endeavoured to bfing over others 5 and 
at laft the ftates themfelves, after ftipulating that 
this conceflion fhould be no precedent, voted, 
that they would affift their prince to theutmofl in 
his intended enterprize ". 

William had now affembled a fleet of 3000 
vefTels, great and fmall ** , and had feleded an army 
of 60,000 men from among thofe numerous fupplies,* 
which from every quarter folicited to be received^ 
into his fervice. The camp bore a fplendid, yet a 
-tnartial appearance , from the difcipUne of the men, 
the beauty and vigour of the horfes, the luftre of the 
arms, and the accoutrements of both; but aboveall, 
from the high names of nobility \yl^o engaged 
under the banners of the duke of Normandy,. 
The moft celebrated were Euftace , count of 
Boulogne, Aimeri de Thouars, Hugh d'Eftaples, 
William d'Evreux , Geoffrey de Rotrou, Roger- 
de Beaumont, AVilliam de Warenne, Roger de 
Montgomeri ^ Hugh de Grantmefnil , Charles. 



*' Camden. Introd. ad Britann. p. ^I2.i zi edit. GibC 
Vcrftegan, p. 173. 

4» 



Gul. Gemet. lib. 7. cap. 34. 
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Q H A F. IVIartel , and Geoffrey^'. To thcfe bold chicftainf 
Mlf William held up the fpoils of England as the 
prize of their valour; and pointing to the oppofito 
fhorc , c^led to them , that there Avas thei ' 
iield, on which they muft eredl trophies to their 
name , and fix their eflablifbments. 

While be was making thefe mighty prepara« 
tions, the duke, that he might increafe the 
inimber of Harold's enemies , excited the inveterate 
rancour of Tofti, and encouraged him, in concert 
with Harold Halfoger, kinf? of Norway, to infeft 
the coafts of England. Tofti , having colleded 
about flxty veffels in the ports of Flanders , put 
to fea ; and after committing fome depredations 
on the fouth and eaft coafts, he failed to North- 
umberland, and was there joined by Halfeger, 
who came over with a great armament of three 
hundred fail. The combined fleets entered the 
Number, and difembarked the troops, who began 
to extend tlleir depredations on all fides ; when 
IVlorcar carl of Northumberfand, and Edwin earl 
of Mercia, the king*s brother-inJaw , having 
haftily colleded fome forces, ventured to give 
them battle. The adlion ended in the defeat and 
flight of thefe two noblemen, 

Harold, informed of this defeat, baftened 
with an army to the protedlion of his people; 
and expreffed the utmoft ardour to fbow himfelf 
worthy of the crown , which had been conferred 
Upon him. This prince , though he was not fenfiblc 

*' Odericua VitaHs , p. 501. 
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of tlie full extent of his danger, from the great chap. 

combination againft him, had employed every m» 

art of popularity to acquire the affedions of the 

public ; and he gave fo many proofs of an equitable 

and prudent adminiftration , that the Englifh 

found no reafon to repent the choice which they 

had made of a fovereign. They flocked from all 

quarters to join his ftandard ; a'nd as foon as he 

reached the enemy at Standford , he found himfclf 

in a condition to give them battle. The adion Scptembn 

was bloody; but the vidlory was dccifive on the 

fide of Harold, and ended in the total rout of 

the Norvegians , together with the death of Tofti 

and Halfager. Even the Norvegian fleet fell into 

the hands of Harold; who had the generofity to 

give prince Ola ve, thefonofHalfeger, his liberty, 

and allow him to depart with twenty vclTels. But 

he h^d fcarcely time to rejoice for thils viftory ^ 

when he received intelligence, that the duke of 

Normandy was landed with a great army in the 

fouth of England. 

The Norman fleet and army had been aflembled, 
early in the fummer, at the mouth of the fmall 
river Dive, and all the troops had been inftantly 
embarked ; but the winds proved long contrary, 
and detained them in that harbour. The authority, 
however , of the duke , the good difcipline 
maintained among the feamen and foldiers, and 
the great care in fupplying th^m with provifions^ 
had prevented any diforder ; when at laft the wind 
became f^ourable, and enabled them to fail along 
the coaft, till they reached St. Valori. There 
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CRAP, were , however, feveral v-cflels loft in this ihort 
m» paffage ; and as the wind again proved contrary, 
the army began to imagine,that heaven had declared 
againftthem, and that, notwithftanding the pope s 
benedidion, they were deftined to certain deftruc- 
tion. Thefe bold warriors , who defpifed real 
dangers, were very fubjed to the dread of imaginary 
ones; and many of them began to mutiny, and 
even to defert their colours; when the duke, in 
order to fupport their dropping hopes, ordered a 
proceflion to be made with the reliques of St. 
Valori '*, arid prayers to befaid for more favour- 
able weather. The wind inftantly changed; and 
as this incident happened on the eve of the feaft 
of St. Michael , the tutelar faint of Normandy, 
the foldiers , fancying they faw the hand of heaven 
in all thefe concurring circumftances , fet out with 
the greateft alacrity : They met with no oppofition 
on their paffage : A great fleet , which Harold 
had affembled, and which had cruized all fummer 
off the Ifle of Wight , had been difmiffed , on his 
receiving falfe intelligence , that William, difcour- 
aged by contrary winds and other accidents , had 
laid afide his preparations. The Norman armament;, 
proceeding in great order, arrived, without any 
material lofs, at Pevenfey in Suffex; and the 
army quietly difembarked. The duke himfelf , as 
lie leaped on fhore , happened to ftumbie and fall ; 
but had the prefenceof mind, it is laid , to turn the 

** Higden, p. 2S3. Order. Vitalis, p. 500. Matth. 
Paris 9 edit Parifiis tnno 1644. p. z. 
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omen to his advantage, by calling aloud, that c h a[^p. 
he had taken poffeflion of the country. And a in. 
foldier , running to a neighbouring cottage , 
plucked fomc thatch, which, as if giving him 
feizine of the kingdom , he prcfented to his general. 
The joy and alacrity of William and his whole 
army was fo great, that they were nowife difcour- 
aged, even when they heard of Harold's great 
vidory over the Norvegians : They feemed rather 
to wait with impatience the arrival of the enemy. 
The vidory of Harold, though great and 
honourable, had proved in the main prejudicial 
to his interefts , and may be regarded as the 
immediate caufe of his ruin. He loft many of 
his braveft officers and foldiers in the adion ; and 
he difgufted the reft , by refufmg to diftributc 
the Norvegian fpoils among them : A condud 
which was little agreeable to his ufual generofity 
of temper ; but which his dcfire of fparing the 
people, in the war that impended over him from 
the duke of Normandy, had probably occafioned. 
He haftened by quick marches to reach this new 
invader; but though he was reinforced a^t London 
and other places with frefh troops, he found 
himfclf alfo weakened by the defertion of his 
old foldiers ; who from fatigue and difcontent 
fecretly withdrew from their colours. His brother 
Gurth , a man of bravery and condudl , begaa 
to entertain apprehcnfions of the event ; and 
renionftrated with the king, that it would be 
H better policy to prolong the war , at leaft , to 
fpare his own perfon in the adion. He urged to 
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CHAP, him , that the dcfperati fituatiorf of the duke of 
*li- Normandy made it rcquifite for that prince to 
bring matters to a fpccdy decilion , and' put 
bis whole fortune on the iflue of a battle; but 
that the king of England , in his own country , 
beloved by his fubjeds ^ provided with every 
fupply, had more certain and lefs dangerous 
means of enfuring to himfelf the viftory : That 
the Norman troops, elated on the one hand 
with the higheft hopes", and feeing, on the other, 
no rcfource in cafe of a difcomfiture , would fight 
to the laft extremity ; and being the flower of all 
the warriors of the continent , muft be regarded 
as formidable to the Engliftj : That if their firft 
fire , which is always the moft daugero&s, 
were allowed to languiih for want of adion, if 
they were haraffed with fmall fkirmifties, ilraitened 
in provifions , and fatigued with the bad weather 
and deep roads during the winterfeafon , which 
was approaching, they muft fall an eafy and a 
bloodlefs prey to their enemy : That if a general 
adion were delayed, the Englifh, fenfible of 
the imminent danger', to which their properties , 
as well as liberties, were expofed from thofe 
rapacious invaders , would haften from all quarters 
to his aififtance , and would render his army in- 
vincible : That, atjeaft, If he thought it neceffary 
to hazard a battle , he ought not to expofe his 
own perfon ; but referve , in cafe of difaftrous 
accidents , fome refource to the liberty and in- 
dependence of the kingdom : And that having 
once been fo unfortunate , aa- to be conftrained 
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t6 fwear, and that upon the holy reliqucs , to c H a' p. 
fupport the pretenfions of the duke of Normandy ^ m. 
it were better thax the command of the army 
ihould be entrufted to another , who , not being 
bound by thofe facred tics, might give the 
foldiers more afTured hopes of a profperous iflue 
to the combat 

Harold was deaf to all thefe remonftrances : 
Elated with his paft profperity, as well as Simulated 
by his native courage , he refolved to give battle 
in perfon ; and for that piirpofe , he drew near 
to the Normans , who had removed their camp 
and fleet to Haftings , where they fixed their 
quarters. He was fo confident of fuccefs , that he 
fent a melTage to the duke , promifing him a fum 
of money , if he would depart the kingdom 
without effiifion of blood : But his o£fer was 
rejeded with difdain ; and William , not to be 
behind wi^i bis enemy in vaunting , fent him a 
meffage by fome monks , requiring him either 
to refign the kingdom , or to hold it of him in 
fealty , or to fubmit their caufe to the arbitration 
of the pope , or to fight him in fingle combat 
Harold replied , that the God of battles would 
ibon be the arbiter of all their di£ferences *\ 

THii Englilh and Normans now prepared them- i4th oc- 
felves for this important decifion ; but the afped ^^^*^' 
of things , on the night before the battle , was 
very di£Ferent in the two camps. The Engliih 
fpent the time in riot, and jollity^ and diforder; 
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CHAP, the Normans in filcncc, and in prayer, and in 
III. the other fundions of their religion *', On the 
morning , the duke called together the mofl: 
confiderable of his commanders , and made them 
a fpeech fuitable to the occafion. He rcprefented 
to them , that the event , which they and he 
had long wifhed for, wax approaching ; the 
whole fortune of the war now depended on their 
fwords, and would be decided in a fingle adion: 
That never a,rmy had greater motives for exerting 
a vigorous courage, whether they confidered the 
prize which would attend their ^vidlory, or the 
inevitable deftrudion which mufl; enfue upon 
their difcomfiture : That if their martial and 
veteran bands could once break thofe raw foldiers, 
who had rafhly dared to approach them , they 
conquered a kingdom at one blow, and were 
juftly entitled to all its poffcflions as the reward 
oftheirprofperous valour; That, on the contrary, 
if they remitted in the leaft their wonted prowefe, 
an enraged enemy hung upon their rear, the fea 
met them in their retreat , and an ignominious 
death was the certain punifhment of their impru- 
dent cowardice : That by collcding fo numerous 
and brave a hoft, he had enfured every human 
means of conqueft ; and the commander of the 
enemy , by his criminal condu<5l, had given him: 
juft caufe to hope for the favour of the Almighty, 
in whofe hands alone lay the event of wars and 
battles : And that a perjured ufurper , anathema* 

'' W. Malm. p. loi, Dc Geft. Angl. p. 331?. 
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tizcd by the fovereign pontiff, and confcious of c H a p« 
his own breach of faith , would be ftruck with jiu 
terror on their appearance, and would prognofticate 
to himfelf that fate which his multiplied crimes 
had fo juftly merited *'. The duke next divided 
his army /into three lines : The firft , led by 
Montgomery, confifted^of archers and light-* 
armed infantry : The fecond , commanded by 
Martel, was compofed of ^is braveft battalions, 
heavy armed , and ranged in clofe order : His 
cavalry , at whofe head he placed himfelf, 
formed the third line , and were fo difpofed , 
that they ftretched beyond the infantry, and 
flanked each wing of the army *'. He ordered 
the fignal of battle to be given ; and the whole 
army , moving at once , and finging the hyma 
or fong of Roland , the famous peer of Charle- 
ipagne **, advanced, in order and with alacrity, 
towards the enemy. 

Harold had feized the advantage of a rifrng 
, ground , and having likewife drawn forae trenches 
to fecure his flanks , he refolved to (land upon 
the defenfive , and to avoid all adion with the 
cavalry , in which he was inferior. The Kentifh 
men were placed in the van ; a poft which they 
had always claimed as their due : The Londoners 
guarded the flandard : And the king himfelf, 

*' H. Hunt. p. 368. Brompton , p. 959. Gul. Pift. p. aoi. 
" Gul. Pia. aoi. Order. VitaL p. 501. 
'• W. Malm. p. 101. Higden> p. 286. Matth. Weft, 
p. 213. Du Cange's GIoiTary in yerbo Camilena Rolandu 
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CHAP, accompanied by his two valiant brothers , Guttfi 
uu and Leofwin, difmounting , placed hiitifelfat the 
head of hi» infantry , and exprefled his refolution 
to conquer or to perifli in the adion. The firft 
attack of the Normans was dcfperate, but was 
received with equal valour by the finglifh ^ and 
after a furious combat, which remained long 
undecided , the former, overcome by the difficulty 
of the ground, and hard prefled by the enemy, 
began firft to relax their vigour, then to retreat ; 
and confuGon was fpreading among the ranks; 
when William , who found himfelf on the brink 
of deftruftion , haftened with a felcd band , to 
the relief of his difmayed forces. His prefence 
reftored the adion ; the Engliih were obliged to 
retire with lofs ; and the duke ordering his fccond 
line to advance, renewed the attack with frefh 
forces and with redoubled courage^ Finding , 
that the enemy, aided by the advaiitage of ground, 
and animated by the elcample of their prince , 
ftill made a vigorous refiftance , he tried a 
(b*atagem , which was very delicate in its ma-* 
nagement , but which feemed advifable in his 
defperate fituation , where , if he gained not a 
decifive yidory, he was totally undone : He com- 
manded his troops to make a hafty retreat , and 
to allure the enemy from their ground by the 
appearance of flight. The artifice fucceeded againft 
tbofe unexperienced foldiers , who , heated by the 
adion and (linguine in their hopes , precipitately 
followed the Nof m^ns into the plain. William gave 
orders , that at once the infantry ihould face about 

upon 
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upoft their purfuers, add the cavalry make an o H a ^ 
aflault upon * their wings , and both of them iix« 
purfue the advantage, which the furprize and 
terror of the enemy mud give them in that 
critical and decifive moment. The Engliih 
were repulfed with great (laughter, and driven 
back to the hill ; where, being rallied by the 
bravery of Harold , they were able , notwith* 
(landing their lofs , to maintain the poft and 
continue the combat. The duke tried the fame 
iiratageiu a fecond time with the fame fuccels ; 
but even after this double advantage , he ftiU 
found a great body of the £ngliib , who ,. main* ^ - 
tiuningthemfdves infirm array, feemed determined 
to difpute the vidory to the lad extremity. He 
ordered his heavy armed infantry to make an 
aflault upon them ; while his archers, placed 
behind, ihould gall the enemy, who were ex- 
pofed by the fituation of the ground , and who 
were intent in defending themfelves againll the 
fwords and fpears of the aflaiknts. By this dif« 
pofition he at laft prevailed : Harold was flain by 
an anow , while Jie was combating with great 
bravery at the head of his men : His two brothers 
(hared the lame fate : And the Englifli, dif- 
courajced by the fall of thofe princes, gav^ ground 
on all fides , and were purfued with great flaugh* 
ter by the vidorious Normans. A few troops 
however of the vanquifhcd had ftill the courage 
to turn upon their purfuers ; and attacking them 
in deep and miry ground , obtained fome revenge 
lor the flaughter and dilhonour of the day. But 
Vol- I. S 
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c H A T« the appearance of the duke obliged them to fetk ' 
uu their fafety by flight ; and darknefs £aved them 
from any farther purfuit by the enemy. 

Thus was gained by William , duke of Nor- 
mandy, the great and decifive vidory of Haftings, 
after a battle which was fought from morning 
till funfet , and which feemed worthy , by 
the heroic valour difplayed by both armies 
and by both commanders , to decide the fate of 
a. mighty kingdom. William had three horfes 
killed under him ; and there fell neaff fifteen 
tlioufand men on the fide of the Normans : The 
• lofs was ftill more confiderable dn tKat of the 
vanquifhed ; befides the death of the king and^ 
bis two brothers. The dead body of Harbhd was 
brought to William , and was generouflyreftored- 
without ranfom to his mother. The Norman 
army left not the field of battle without giving 
thanks to heaven, in the mod folemn manner,' 
for their vidory : And the prince having re*' 
freOied his troops, prepared to pu(h to the utmoft. 
his advanuge againft die divided , difmayed , and 
difcomfited Englifh. 
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APPENDIX I. 

The Anglo-Saxon Government and 
Manners- 

Firfl Saxon government — Succejpon of the Kin^s-^ 
The . Wittenagemot — The ariflocracy — The 

Jeveral orders of men -^ Courts of Juflke — 
Criminal laio — Bjules of proof — . AlilUary 

force -^ PubUc revenue — Vakie of Money — 
Manners^ 

JL HE government of the Germans, and that of Appcnjix 
all the northern n?itions , who eftablifhed them- i* 
felveS'On the tuins of Rome , was always extremely 
free ; and thofe fierce people , accuftomed to in- 
dependence and inured to arms , were more guided 
by pwfuafion than authority, in the fubmilfiofi 
^vHRikb they paid to their princes. The military 
de%oiiritV) -which had taken place inthe RoniArt 
cmpire^^nd' which , previdufly to the irruption of 
ihofe contpierors , 'had Tiink the genius of men * 
and deilroyed every noble principle of fcience and 
virtue; Was unable to refift the vigorous efforts of 
^ free people ; and Europe , as from a new epochs 
rekitidted her ancient fpirit, and (hook off the 
bafe fervitude to arbitrary will and authority j^ 
under which (he had fo Jong laboured. The 
free coniftitutidns' then eftablifhed ; however im^ 
paired by tfce-ericroachments of fucCt^ding princes^ 
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Firft Saxoa 

Kovern- 

mcnt. 



ftill preferve an air of Independence and legal 
adminidration , which diftinguiflied the European 
nations ; and if that pait of the globe maintain 
fentimcnts of liberty, honour, equity, and valour 
fuperior to the reft of mankind , it owes thefe 
advantages chiefly to the feeds'implantedby thofe 
generous barbarians. 

The Saxons, who fubdued Britain, as they 
enjoyed great liberty in their own coiintry, 
obftinately retained that invaluable pofleflion in 
their new fettlement ; and they imported into 
this ifland the fame principles of independence , 
which they had inherited from their anceftors. 
The chieftains (for fuch they were, more properly 
than kings or princes ) who commanded them in 
thofe military expeditions , ftill pofTefied a very 
limited authority ; and as the Saxons exterminatied 9' 
rather than fubdued the ancient inhabitants , they 
were indeed tranfplanted into a new territory, but 
preferved unaltered all their civil and military 
ipftitutions* The language was pure Saxosi^ 
even the names of places , which often remain 
while the tongue entirely changes , were almoft 
all affixed by the conquerors ; the manners and 
cuftoms were wholly German ; and the lame * 
pidure of a fierce and bold liberty, which it 
drawn by the mafterly pencil of Tacitus, will 
fuit thofe founders of the Englifh government. 
The king , fo far from being invefted with 
arbitrary power, was only CQnfidfcrcd as tht.firft 
among the citizens^ his authority depended more on. 
his perfbnal qu^itics than on h'm ftation ; h9, ypat 
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even fo far on a level with the pecjple, that a Appeadfac 
Hated price was fixed for his head , and a legal u 
fine was levied upon his murderer, which , though 
proportionate to his ftation , and fuperior to that 
paid for the life of a fubjeft , was a fenfible mark 
of his fubordination to the community. / 

It is eafy to imagine , that an independent SncceKon 
people , fo little reftrained by law , and cultivated ^ * * '"^** 
by fcience , would not be very ftrid in maintaining 
a regular fucceflioh of their princes. Though 
they paid great regard to the royal family , and 
afcribed to it an undifputed fuperiority , they 
either had no rule , or none that was (leadily ob- 
fcrved , in filling the vacant throne ; and prefent 
convenience , in that emergency , was more 
attended to than general principles. We -are not 
however to fuppofe , that the crown was confidered 
as altogether eledive; and that a regular plan 
was traced by the conftitution for fupplying , 
by- the fuffrages of the people , every vacancy ^ 
made by the demife of the firft magiftrate. If any 
king left a fon of an age and capacity fit for 
government, the young prince naturally ftepped 
into the throne: If he was a minor, his uncle, 
or the next prince of the blood , was promoted 
to the government, an*d left the fceptre to his 
pofterity : Any fovereign , by taking previous 
meafures with the leading men , had it greatly 
in his power to appoint his fucceflbr: All thcfe 
changes, and indeed the ordinary adminiflration 
of government , required theexprefs concurrence, 
#r at leaft the tacit acquiefcence of the people; but 

S3 
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Appeadix. poffeffion, however obtained, was extrediely apt 
ju to fecure their obedience, and the idea of any 
right, which was once excluded, was but feeble 
and imperfedl. This *is fo mqch the cafe in all 
barbarous monarchies , and occurs fo often in 
the hiftory of the Anglo-Saxons , that we cannot 
confiftentiy entertain any other notion of their 
government The idea of an hereditary fucceflion 
in authority is fo natural to men, and is fo much 
fortified by the ufual rule in tranfmitting private 
pofleflfions , that it mud retain a great influence 
on every fociety , which does not exclude it by 
the refinements of a republican conftitution. But 
as there is a material difference between govern- 
ment and private pofTeflions, and every man is 
not as much qualified for exercifmg the one , 
as for enjoying the other , a people , who are 
not fenfible of the general advantages attending 
a fixed rule, are apt to make great leaps in 
the fucceflion, and frequendy to pafs over the 
perfqn , who , had he pofTefTed the requifite years 
and abilities, would have been thought entitled 
to the fovereignty. Thus, thefe monarchies are 
not,ftridIyfpeaking, either eledive or hereditary; 
and though the deftination of a prince may often 
be followed in appointidg his fucceffor , they 
can as little be regarded as wholly teftamentary. 
The ftates by their fuffrage may fometin>es 
cftablifh a fovereign; but they more frequently 
recognize the perfon , whom they find eftablifhed : 
A few great men take the lead } the people , 
overawed and influenced , acquielce in the 
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^overniftcnt; and the reigning prince, pr6vided Appcndir 

he be of the royal family, paffes undi^utedly i. 

for the legal fovereign. ^ 

• It is confeffed, thatour knowledge of the Anglo- The \ritte- 

Saxon hiftory and antiquities is too imperfed to "»c«"°*- 

afford. us means of determining with certainty 

all the prerogatives of the crown and privileges 

4>{ the people , or of giving an exaA delineation 

of that government. It is probable alfo , that 

the conftitution might be fomcwhat different in 

the different kingdoms of the Heptarchy, and 

that it changed confiderably during the courfe of // //^ 

fix centuries, which elapfed from the firft invafion ^ /* I^*^^. 

of the Saxons till the Norman conqued \ But " ^ ' 

mod of thefe differences and changes,, with theic 

caufes and effcdls^ are unknown to us: It only 

xtppears, that, at all times, and in all the king* 

doms , there was a national council , called a 

Wittenagemot or affembly of the wife men , ( for k 

that is the import of the term ) whofe confentwasre^- 

quifite for enabling laws , and for ratifying the chief 



' We know of one change , not irtcortfidefable in the 
Saxon conftitution. The Saxon Annals , p. 49. infbrnnjs,that. 
U was in early times the pref ogative of the king to name the 
dukes, earls , aldennen and (heriflfe of the counties. Affer , 
a contemporary writer, informs us, that Alfred depofedalL 
the ignorant aldermen , and appointed men of more capacity 
in their place : Y^t the laws of Edward die Confeifer , J. 35. 
(ay exprefsly , diat the heretoghs or dukes , and the fherift 
were chofen by the freeholders in the folkxnote , a county- 
court, which was aflembled once a-year , and where all 
the f):eeholders- fwore allegiance to^ the king. 
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Afpetulisc ads of public adminiftration. The preambles to all 
I, the laws of Ethelbcrt , Ina, Alfred, Edward the 
Elder , Athelftan , Edmond , Edgar , Fthelred , 
and Edward the Confeflbr ; even thofc to the 
laws of Canute , though a kind of conqueroc-, 
put this matter beyond controverfy, and carry 
proofs every where of a limited and legal govern*. 
ment. But who were the conftituent members 
of this Wittenagemot has not been determined 
with certainty by antiquaries. It is agreed, that 
the bilbops and abbots*, were an eflential part; 
and it is alfo evident, from the tenor of thofe 
ancient laws , that the Wittenagemot enadcd 
ftatutes which regulated the eccleOaftical as well 
as civil government, and that thofe dangerous 
principles , by which the church is totally fevered 
from the ftate, were hitherto unknown to the 
Anglo-Saxons ^ It alfo appears , that the aldermen 
or governors of counties , who, after the Danilh 
times , were often called earls*, were admitted 
into this council, and gave their confent to the 
~ public ftatutes. But befides the prelates and 
aldermen , there is alfo mention of the wites or 
wife-men , as a component part of the .Wittenage* 
inot ; but who thefe were, is not fo clearly 
afcertained by the laws or the hiftory of that 

Sometimes abbefles were admitted ; at leaft , they often 
fign the king's charters or grants. SpeUm. GlofT. in rerba 
farliamentum, 
, ' Wilkins, patTim, 
* See note [G] at the end of the volume. 
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l^eriod. The matter Nvould probably be of Api^end^ 
difficult difcuflion, even .were. it examined im- |. 
partklly ; but as our modern parties have chofen 
to divide on this point, the queflion has been 
difputed with the greater obftinacy , and the 
arguments on both fides have become, on that 
account, the more captious and deceitful. Our 
mpnarchical fadion maintain ^ that thefe witcs 
or fapientes were the judges , or men learned in 
the law : The ^pular fadion affert them to be 
reprefentatives of the boroughs, or what we now 
call the commons. 

The expreflions , employed by all ancient 
hiftorians in mentioning the Wittenagemot , 
feem to contrad^id the latter fiippofition. The 
members are almoft always called the principes^ 
fatrapw , optimatcs , magnates , proccres ; terms 
which feem to fuppofe an ariftocracy, and to 
exclude the commons. The boroughs alfo , from 
the low ftatc of commerce, were fo fmall and 
fo poor , and the inhabitants lived in fuch 
dependence on the great men * , that it feems 
nowife probable they would be admitted as a 
part of the national councils.* The commons are 
well known to have had no flbare in the govern- 
ments eftablifhed by the Franks. , Burgiindians , and 
other northern nations; and we may conclude, i 
that the Saxons , who remained longer barbar* 
ous and uncivilized than thofe tribes , would . 
never think of conferring fuch an extraordinary 

^ Brady's trcatifc of Englifh boroughs, p. 3, 4, 5, etc* 
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Appendix privilege <>n trade and induftry. Thfe itfilitarjr 
<• prdfelCon alone was honourable among all thofe 
conquerors : The warriors fubfifted by their 
pofleilions in land : They became confiderable 
by their influence over their va(£Js , retainers , 
tenants , and flaves : And it requires ftrong proof 
to convince us that they would admit atny of a 
rank fo much inferior a$ the burgefles , to fhare 
with them in the legiflative authority. Tacitus 
indeed affirms, that, among the ahcient Germans, 
the confent of all the members of the Community 
was required in every important deliberation ; 
but he fpeaks not of reprefentatives ; and this 
ancient pradice , mentioned by the Roman 
hiftorian , could only have place in fmall tribes , 
where every citizen might without inconvenience 
be affembled upon any extraordinary emergency. 
After principalities became extenfive ; after the 
diflference of property had formed diftindions 
snore important than thofe which arofe from 
perfonal ftrengtb and valour; we may conclude,! 
that the national aflemblies mud have been more 
limited in their number, and compofed only of 
the more confiderable citizen!:. 

But though we muft exchide the burgcffes or 
Commons from the Saxon Wittenagemot , there 
^ IS fome neceflicy for fuppofmg , that this affembly 
confifted of other members than the prelates, 
abbots , aldermen , and the judges or privy 
council. For as all thefe , excepting fome, of 
the ccclefiaftics ' , were anciently appointed by 

'^ * There is fome reafon to think , that the bifhops were 
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the king, had there been no other legiflative Appendix 
authority, the royal power had been in a great i. 
meafure abfolute«, contrary to the tenor of all 
the hiftorians , and to the praAice of all 
the northern nations. We may, therefore, conclude, 
that the more confiderable proprietors of land 
were , without any eledlion , conftituent members 
of the national affembly : There is reafon to 
think, that forty hides, or between four and 
five thouiand acres, was the eftate requifite for 
entitling the poffeflbr to this honourable privilege. 
We find a paffage in an ancient author ' by 
which it appears , that^ a pcrfon of very noble 
birth ^ even one allied to the crown, was not 
efteemed a princeps ( the term ufually employed by 
sutcieot hiftorians when the Wittenagemot is 
mentioned) till he had acquired a fortune of that 
amount. Nor need we imagine, that the public 
council would become diforderly or confufed by 
admitting fo great a multitude. The landed 
property of England was probably in few hands 
during the Saxon times; at lead, during the 
latter part of that period : And as men had 

ibmetimes chofen by the 'Wittenagemot, and confirmed by 
the king. Eddius , cap. 2. The abbots in the monafleries of 
royal foundation were anciendy named by the king ; though 
Edgar garc the monks the cledtion , and only refervcd to 
himfelf the ratification. This deftination was afterwards 
frequently violated ; and the abbots as well as bifhops were 
afterwards all ^pointed by the king; as we learn from 
Ingulf, a writer contemporary to the conqueft. 
'> Hiftt Elienfis » lib. 2. ^p. 40. 
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cracy. 



hardly any ambition to attend thofe public councils ^ 
there was no danger of the affembly's becomings' 
too numcrousfor the difpatch of the little bufinels , 
which was brought before them. 

It is certain , that , yrhatever we may determine 
concerning the conftituent members of the 
Wittcnagemot , in whom , with the king , the 
legiflaturc refided , the Anglo-Saxon govern- 
ment , in the period preceding the Norman 
conqueft, was become extremely ariftocratical r 
The royal authority was very limited ; the people ^ 
even if admitted to that affembly, were of little 
or no weight and- coAfideration. We have 
hints given us in hidorians of the great power 
and riches of particular noblemen : And it could 
not but happen, after the abolition of the 
Hepurchy , when the king lived at a diflancd 
fron^ the provinces , that thofe great proprietors, 
who refided on their edates , would much 
augment their authority over their vaffals and 
retainers , and over all the inhabitants of thcJ 
neighbourhood. Hence the immeafurable power 
affumed by Harold , Godwin , Leofric , Siward , 
Morcar , Edwin , Edric , and Alfric , who con- 
trolled the authority of the kings and rendered 
thcmfelves quite neceffary in the government,. 
The two latter, though detefted by the people, 
on account of their joining a foreign enemy 9 
ftill preferved their power and influence; and we 
may therefore conclude , that their authority 
was founded, not on popularity, but on family- , 
rights and pofleffions There is one Atbelftaa , 
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SientioMd in the reign of the king of that name. Appendix 
vrho is called alderman of all England, and is ^ 
laid to be half-king ; though- the monarch 
himfelf was a prince of. valour and abilities'. 
And we find ,' that in the later Saxon times , 
and in thefe alone y the great offices went from 
lather to fon, and became, in a manner, here* 
diury in the families*. 

The circumftances, attending the invafions of 
the Danes, would alfo ferve much to increafe 
the power of the principal nobility. Thofe free- 
booters made unexpeded inroads on all quarters ; 
and there was a neceffity , that each county ibould 
refill them by its own force , and under the con- 
dud of its own nobility and its own magiftrates. 
For the fame reafon , that a general war, managed 
by the united efforts of the whole (late , commonly 
augments the power of the crown ; thofe pri« 
vate wars and inroads turned to the advantage 
pf the a)derpaen and nobles. 

Among that i^Uitary and turbtileot people, fo 
averfe to commerce aiid the arts, and fo little 

• Hift. 'Hincr. $3. p. 387- 

• Roger Hovcdcrt, giving the reaTon why 'ViUiam the 
Coaqtiecdr made CoTpatric earl of Nordiuinbeiland, (ays, 
}fam .tx ma$fxi$Q Sanguine attinebat ad turn honor illiut 
€omUatuf. Erat enim ex matre Algitba^ filia Utbredi 
comitis. See alfo Sim. Dun. p^ 20$. We fee in thofe in* 
ftances,'the (ame tendency towards rendering officer here- 
tlitary,wftich*took place, during a more early period, on 
the continent; and which had afaready produohi there te 
fullcfFcft, 
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Appendix inured to induftry/ju(licewasc5tiinionI)r very iH 
1. adminifter-ed , and great oppreflion and violence 
feem to have prevailed. Thefe diforder^ 'would 
be increafed by the exorbitant power -of th^ 
ariftocracy ; and would , in their turn , doiltribute 
to increafe it* Men , not daring to rely on the 
guardianftip of the laws, were obliged to devote 
themfclves to the fervice of fome chieftain , whofe 
orders they followed even to the difturbance of 
the goverriment or the injury of their fellow«citi- 
zens , and who afforded them in return protedioif 
from any infult or injuftice by (Irangers. Henci 
•we find , by the extrads which Dr. Brady ha^ 
given us from Domefday^book , thatalmoft all the 
inhabitants even of towns , had placed themfelves 
under the dientfhip of fome particular nobleman^ 
whofe patronage they pu^chafed by annual pay* 
mcnt^, ind whom they were obliged to confided 
as their fevereiga , more than theJ king kirofelf ^ 
or even the legiflature *V A client, though a 
freemaA,!vfa* fijppofedfo. touch to bfclong to his 
patron ,* that his murderer was obliged ^ by law 
to pay a fine to the latter, as a compenfatioa 
for his lofs; in like manner as ho paid '^ fiqe to 
the maftet for the murder of his flave'^ Men, 
who were cf. a more confiderable rank, ..but not 
powerful enough , each to fupport iiiiDfelf by his 

"• Brady's treatife of boroughs', p. 3, 4 J 5^ etc. The 
cafe was the fame with the freemen in the couotry. See 
^efl to hi| hift. p. 8, 9.> J^, etc. 

"LL. Edw. Conf. J 8. apud Ingulf. \ ., 
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Own independent authority, entered into formal Appenik^'t 
confederacies with each other, and compofed a kind ii 
of feparate community, which rendered itfelf for- 
midable to all aggreffors.- Dr. Hickes has preferv-* 
ed a curious Saxon bond of this kind , which 
he calls a Sodalitium^ and which contains many 
particulars charaderiftical of the manners and 
cuftoms of the times ''. All the affociatcs are there 
faid to be gentlemen of Cambridgefhirc; and they 
fwear before the holy reliques to obfervc theiip . 
confederacy, and to be faithful to each other: ; 

They promife to bury any of the aflbciates wha 
dies, in whatever place he had appointed ; to^ 
contribute to his funeral charges ; and to attend 
at his interment; and whoever is "wanting in this 
lad duty, binds himfelf to pay la meafure of 
honey. When any of the aflbciates is in danger , 
and calls for the affiftaqce of his fellows, they 
promife, befides flying to his luccoar^ to givrf 
information to the flicrifif ; and if he be negligent 
in proteAing the perfon expofed to danger , they 
engage to levy a fine of one pound upon him: 
If the prefident of the fociety himfelf bfc wanting 
in this particular, he binds himfelf to pay ono 
pound; unlefs he has the reafonable excufe of 
ficknefs , or of duty to his fuperior. When any 
of the aflbciates is murdered, they arc to exa^ 
eight pounds from the murderer; ^hd if he r^fufe 
to pay it , they are to profecute him for the funi 
at their joint expence. M any <Sl the aiflbciatesi 

i. ' 

** Differt. Epift. p/^u ;r 
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^pptadk t^bo happens to be poof, kill a man, the foclety 
I* are to contribute by a certain proportion to pay 
his fine : A mark a piece ^ if the fine be 700 th'iU 
lings; lefis if the perfon killed be a clown oc 
} ceorle ; the half of that fun^ , again , if he be a 
Wellhnian. But where any of the affociates kills 
a man , wilfully and without provocation , he inuft 
himfelf pay the fine. If any of the aflbciates kill 
any of his fellows, in a like criminal manner^ 
befides jpaying the ufual fine to the relations o( 
the deceafed, he muft pay eight pounds to the 
fociety , or renounce the benefit of it : In which 
cafe they bind themfelves, under the penalty erf 
one pound, never to eat or drink with him^ 
except in the.prefence of the king, biibop, or 
alderman. There are other regulations to proted 
themfelves and their fervapts from all injuries, 
10 revenge fucfa as are committed, and to prevent 
their giving abufive language to each other} 
tod the fin^, which they engage to pay for this 
laft offence, is a meafur.e of honey. 

It is not to be doubted , but a confederacy 
of this kind .mufl: have been a great fource of 
f riendlbip ' and attachment; when men lived in 
perpetual danger from enemies, robbers, and 
oppreffors , and received protedion chiefly fi-ora 
their perfonal yajour, and from the afliftance of 
their friends or patrons. As animofities were then 
inore violent, connexions were alfo more inti- 
inat^ , whether voluntary or derived from blood ; 
The moft remote degree of propinquity was 
regarded : An indelible me^aipry of benefits was 

prefcrved 
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prefervcd : Severe vengeance was taken for injur- Appendix 
les, both from a point of honour, and as the beft t 

means of future fecurityt And the civil union 
being weak, many private engagements, were 
contraAed, in order to fupply its place, and to 
procure men that fafety , which the laws and their 
own innocence were not alone able to infure to 
them. 

On the whole, notwithftaftding the feeming* 
liberty or rather licetitioufnefs of the Anglo-Sax- 
ons , the great body even of the free citizens ; in 
thofe ages, really enjoyed much lefs true liberty, 
than where the execution of the laws is the moft 
fcvcre, and where fubjeds are reduced to the 
ftrideft fubordination and dependence on the 
civil magiftrate. The reafon is derived from the 
cxcefs itfelf of that liberty. IVlen muft guard 
themfelves at any price againft infults and injuries; 
and where they receive not protedion -from the 
laws and magiftrate , they will feek it by^fubmiflion 
to fuperiors , and by herding in fome private con- 
federacy, which adls under the diredion of a 
powerful leader. And thus aH anarchy is the 
immediate caufe of tyranny, if not wer the (late, 
at leaft over many of the individuals. 

Security was provided by the Saxon laws to 
all members of the Wittenagemot, both in going 
and returning > except they were notoriam thieves 
and robbers. 

The German Saxons, as the other nations of "^^ ^^^ 
thai continent , were divided into three rajaif s ^^^'^ ^ 

Vol! L T . 
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Appendix of rficn , the noble, the free, and the flaves'^ 
I. Thk diftindion they brought over 'with them 
into Britain. 

The nobles were called thanes; and were of 
two kinds, the king*s thanes and leffer thanes. 
The latter feem to have been dependent on the 
former; and to have received lands, for which 
tliey paid Tent, fervices , or attendance in peace 
and war '*.' We know of no title, which raifed 
any one to the rank of thane , except noble birth 
and the poffeffion of land. The former was always- 
much regarded by all the German nations even 
in their mod barbarous ftate ; and as the Saxon 
nobility, having: little credit, could fcarcely bur- 
then their efiates with much debt, and as the 
commons had little trade or snduftry by which 
they could accumulate riches, thefe two janki of' 
men , even though they were not feparated by 
pofitive laws , might remain long diftind t and 
the noble families continue many ages in opulence 
and fplendour. There were no middle rank of men,- 
that could gradually mix with their fuperiors » 
and infenfibly procure to, themfelves honour 
and diftindion. If by any extraordinary accident, 
a mean perfon acquired riches, a circumftance fo 
lingular made him be known and remarked y he 
became the obje<fl of envy , as well as of indigna- 
tion, to ^11 the nobles; he would have great 
difficulty to defend what he iiad acquired; and 

" Nitjiard. Hift. lib. 4. 

** Spelling Feuds and Tenures , p. 40^ 
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lie would find it impoffibLe to prot^d Wrtitelf from Appcudi* 
oppreflipn, except by coutting the patronage of ^ 
fome great chieftain; and paying a lafgc price foe 
his fafety. 

Therb are two ftatutes Among t)ie Saxon laws^ 
which feem calculated to confound thofe different 
ranks of men ; that of Athelftan , by which a 
merchant , who had made three lo^g Tea-Voyages 
on his own. account, was entitled to the quality 
of thane *' ; and that of the lame prince , by 
which a ceorle or hufbandman , who had been 
able to purchafe five hides of land , and had a 
4chapel) a* kitchen, a hall, and a bell, ^^astaifed 
to ^e fame diftincfHon '^. But the opportunities 
were fo few , by which a merchant oi* ceorle 
could thus exalt himfelf above his rank ^ that th6 
law could never, overcome iht reigning ptejudi* 
ces ; the diftindion between noble and bafe blood 
would ftili be indelible ; and tht wdNborn 
thanes would entertain the highell contempt for 
thofe legal and fadlitious ones. Though we are 
not informed of any of thefe circurilftances by 
fincient hiilprians , they are fo much founded OiX 
the nature of things, that wc may admit thent 
^s a necefiaty and infallible confequence of the 
fituation of the kingdom during thofe ages^ 

** Wifldns, p. ft. 

*• Sddtn, Tides of honoiir^ p. 515. WiJkins, pi 70. 
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Appendix Thb Cities appear by Domefday-bookto have 
L been aC the conqweft little better than villages '^ 
York itfelf, though it was always the fecond, at 
leaft the third ** city in England, and was the 
capital of a great province , which never was 
thoroughly united with the reft, contained then 
but 1418 families '\ Malmelbury tells us **, 
that the great diftindion* between the Anglo- 
Saxon nobility and the French or Norman, was 
that the latter built magnificent and (lately caftles; 
whereas the former confumed their immenfe for- 
tunes in riot and hofpitality , and in mean houfes. 
We may thence infer, that the arts in general 
were much le(s advanced in England than in 
France; a greater number of idle fervants and 
retainers lived about the great families ; and as 
thele, even in France, were powerful enough 



' " Winchcftcr, being the capital of the WeiKSaxoa 
monarchy, was anciendy a coniiderable city. GuL Pift. 

p. 2lO. 

'• Norwich contained 738 houfes , Exeter, ^15, Ipt 
wich, 5389 Northampton, 60, Hertford, 146^ Canter- 
bury, 1^62, Bath, 64* Southampton, 84, Warwick, tiig. 
Sec Brady of Boroughs , p. 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 ,. etc. Thefc are 
tiie mod confiderable he mentions. The account of them 
18 extracted from Domefday-book. 

** Brady's treatife of boroughs, p. 10. There were fix 
Vards , befidei the archbifliop's palace ; and five of thefe 
wards contained the number of families here mentioned , 
which at the rate of five per(bns to a family makes aboul 
7000 fouls. The fixth ward was laid walle. 

*• P. 10^. Sec alfo de Gelt Angi. p. 333. 
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to dlfturb the cteaition <rf the laws , vrc may Appendix 
judge of the authority , acquired by the ariftocracy i. 
in England. When carl Godwin befieged the 
Confeflbr in Lomlon , he fummoned from all parts 
his hufcarles , or faoufeceorles sirid retainers , and 
thereby conftrained his fovereign to accept of the 
conditions , which he was pleafed to impofe 
upon him. 

The lower rank of freemen were denominated 
ceorles among the Anglo-Saxons; and where 
they were induftrious, they were chiefly em- 
ployed in hufbandry : Whence ii ccorle , and % 
hufbandman , became in a manner fynonymous 
terms. They cultivated the farms of the nobility 
or thanes for which they paid rCAt: and they 
fcem to have been removeable at pleafore. For 
there is little mention of kafes among the Anglo- 
Saxons: The pride of the nobility, together with 
the general ignorance of writing , muft have 
rendered thofe contraifls very^are, and mull have 
kept the hu(bandmen in a dependent condition. 
The rents of farms were then chiefly paid in kind *'. 

But the moft numerous rank by far in the 
community feem^ to have been the flaves or 
villains, who >yere the property of their lords, 
and were confequently incapable, themfclves, of 
pofleffing any property. Dr. Brady aflures us^ 
from a furvey of Domefday - book **, that, in 

** Lt. Inac. $ 70. Thefc laws fixed the rents for a 
hide ; but it is difficult to convert it into modem meafures. 

** General preface to his hift. p/7, 8, 9, etc. \ 

T3 
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Jirf*i¥la ill the couQties of England, the hr greater part 
L of the land was occupied by them , and that the 
buflbandmen, and ftill naore the fbcmen, who 
were tenants that could not be removed at 
pleafure, were very few in oomparilbn. This 
was not the cafe with the German nations, as far 
as we can colled from the account given us by 
Tacitus The perpetual wars in the Heptarchy, 
and the depredations of the Danes, Item to have 
been the caufe of this great alteration with the 
Anglo • Saxons. Prifoners taken in battle , or 
carried off in the frequent inroads, were then 
reduced to flavery ; and became, by right of 
war *' , entirely at the difpofal of their lords. 
Great property in the nobles, efpecially if joined 
'to an irregular adminiftration of juftice, naturally 
favours the power of the ariftocracy ; but flill 
more fo , if the pradice of flavery be admitted , 
imd has become very common. The nobility 
^ not only poflefs the influence which always 
attends riches , but alfo the power which the 
laws give them over their Daves and villains. 
It then becomes difficult , and almoft impoffible , 
for a private mau to reopain altogether free and 
independent. 

There were two kinds of flaves among the 
Anglo-Saxons; houfehold flaves, after the manner 
of the ancients, and prxdial or ruflic, after th^ 
manner of the Germans **. Thefe latter refembled 

*' LL. Edg, $ 14. apud SpcUm. Cone. vol. i. p. ^jf^ 
'* Spcllm. Gioff. ip ycrl?. Servus, ' 
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the ferfs , ^bich arc at prcfcnt to be met with in Appendix 
Poland , Denmark , and fbme parts of Germany;. T« 
The power of a matter over his flaves was not 
iinlimited among the Anglo-Saxons, as it was 
among their anceftors. If a man beat out hi$ 
flave*« eye or teeth , the flave recovered hi^ 
liberty*': If he killed him, he paid a fine to the 
king; provided the flave died within a day after '^ 
the wound or Wow: Otherwife it pafled unpun- 
iflied **. The felling of themfelves or childrei^ 
to flavery was always the pradlice among the- 
German nations *^, and was continued by the 
Anglo-Saxons*'. 

The grea't lords and abbots among the Anglo- 
Saxons pofleffed a criminal jurifdidion within 
their territories > and could punifh without appeal 
any thieves or robbers whom they caught there '*'. 
This inftitution muft have had a very contrary 
effed to that which was intended , and muft 
have procured rpbbers a fure protedion on the 
lands of fuch noblemen as did not fincerely mean 
to difcourage cringes and violence. 

But though the general ftrain of the Anglo- Conrti: of 
Saxon government feems to have become arifto* i^^^*^ 
cratical, there were ftill confiderable remains o£ 



*' LL iElf. $ 20. *' IbiA $ 17. 

*^ Tacit, de morib. Germ, 

•• LL. Inae, J 11. LL. iElf. } 12^ 

*• Higdeti, lib. i. cap. 50. LL. Edw. Conf. §. 26. 
Spellm. Cong. vol. l^ p. 415- Gloft in verb. Maiigemot cfe 
Jnfaugentbefe. 

T4 
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Appendix' the ancient democracy, Svhich were not Indeed 
I. fufficicnt to proted the loweft of the people , 
V -without the patronage of fome great lord , but 
might give fecurity, and even fome degree of 
dignity, to the gentry, or inferior nobility. The 
adminiftration of juftice , in particular, by the 
courts of the Decennary , the Hundred , and the 
County , was well calculated to defend general 
liberty , and to reftrain the power of the nobles. 
In the county -courts or (biremotes, all the free* 
holders wei:e affembled twice a-year , and received 
appeals frotq the inferior courts. They there 
decided all caufes, eccleGaftical as well as civil ; 
and the bilhop, together with tlie alderman or 
earl , prefided over them '*. The aiFair was 
determined in a fummary manner, without much 
pleading , formality , or delay , by a majority of 
voices; and the biihop and alderman had no 
further authority than to keep order among tho 
freeholders, and interpofe with their opinion "• 
Where juftice was denied during three feflions 
by the Hundred , and then by the County-court , 
there lay an appeal to the king's court ** ; but 
this was not pratSifed on flight occafions. 
The aldermen received a third of the fines 



'• tL Edg. $ 5. Waidns, p. 78. LL Canut. $. 17. 
Wilkms, p. 136. 

'' Hickcs, Differt Epift. p. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 , 7, 8. 
'* LL. Edg. J 2 Wilkins, p. 77. LL Canut. $ ig. 
apud Wilkins, p. 136. 
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levied in tbofe courts "; and as mod of the Appendix 
punifliments were then pecuniary , this pcrquifite i. 
formed a confiderable part of the profits belonging 
to his office. The two thirds alfo, which went 
to the king, made no contemptible part of the 
public revenue. Any freeholder was fined who 
abfented himfelf thrice from thefe courts '*. 

As the extreme ignorance of the age made 
deeds and writings very rare , the County or 
Hundred court was the place where the moft 
remarkable civil, tranfadtions were finifbed » in 
order to preferve the' memory of them , and 
prevent all future difputes. Here teflanients were 
promulgated , ilaves manumitted , bargains of fale 
concluded; and fometimes, for greater fecurity, 
the moft confiderable of tbelfe deeds were inferted 
in the blank leaves of the pariih Bible , which 
thus became a kind of regiftcr, too facred to be 
falfified. It was not unufual to add to the deed 
an imprecation on all fuch as fliould be guilty of 
that crime *\ 

Amoko a people , who lived in fo fimpte a 
manner as the Anglo-Saxons, the judicial power 
is always of greater importance than the legifla- 
tive. There were few or no taxes impofed by 
the ftates: There were few ftatutes enalded, 
and the nation was left governed by laws , than 
by cuftoms, which admitted a great latitude of 

•• LL, Edw. Conf. f 3T. f* IL Ethdlt 20, 

'• Kckcs, Diffcrt. Epift 
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Affendix. interpretation. Though it (bould, dierefore, be 
I. allowed , that tho. Wittenagemot was altogether 
compofed of the principal nobility, the countjr^ 
courts, where aU the free^holdors were admitted, 
and which regulated all the daily occuri^nces of 
life, formed a wide bafis for the government » 
and were no contemptible checks on the arifto 
cracy. But ther^ is another power ftill more 
important than either the judicial or legiflative ; 
to wit , the power of injuring or ferving by 
immediate force and violence , for which it is 
difficult to obuin redreis in courts of juftice. In 
all extenftve governments, where the executioii 
of the laws is feeble , this power naturally falls 
into the hands of the principal nobility ; and the 
degree of it which prevails, cannot be deter* 
. mined fo much by the public ftatutes , as by 
fmall incidents in bidory, by particular cuAoms, 
and fometimes by the reafon and nature of things. 
The Highlands of Scotland have long been 
entitled by law to every privilege of BritiA 
fubjedte ; but it was . not till very lately that the 
common people could in fad enjoy thefe privileges. 
The powers of all the members of the Anglo- 
Saxon government are difput^d among hiftonans 
and antiquaries: The extreme obfcurity of the 
fubjed, even though fadion had never entered 
into the queftion , w.ould naturally have begottca 
thofe controverfies. But the great influence of 
the lords over their flaves and tenants, the 
clientfhip of the burghers , the total want ci a 
tuiddling rank of meri , the extent of the monarchy. 
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the loofe execudon of the layrs , the continued Append 
diforders and convulfions of the ftate ; all thefe i. 
circumftances evfaice , that the Anglo - Saxon 
government became at laft extremely ariftocratical; 
and the events , during the period immediately 
preceding the conqueft, confirm this inference or 
conjedure. 

Both the punifbments inflided by the Anglo- criminal 
Saxon courts of judicature , and the methods of ^^^' 
proof employed in all caufes, appear fomewhat 
Angular / and are very different from thofe which 
prevail at prefent among all civilized nations. 

We muft conceive, that the ancient Germans 
were little removed from the original (late of 
nature : The focial confederacy among them was 
more martial than civil: They had chiefly in 
view the means of attack or defence againft 
public enemies, not thofe of prote<Stion againd 
their fellaw- citizens: Their pofTcfTions were fo 
ilender and fo equal , that they were not expofed 
to great danger , apd the natural bravery of the 
people made every man trufl: to himfelf and to 
his particular friends for bis defence or vengeance. 
This defed in the political utiion drew much 
clofer the knot of particular confedewcies : An 
infult upon any man was regarded by alt his 
relations and aflociates as a common injury : They 
were bound by honour , as well as by a fenfe of 
common intereft , to revenge his death , or any 
violence. which he had fuffered : They retaliated 
on the aggreflbr by like ads of violence; and if 
he were proteded , as was natural and ufual, 
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Appendix by his own clan , the quarrel was fpread ftill 
I. wWer , and bred cndlcfs difordcrs in the nation. 
The Frifians , a tribe of the Germans , had 
never advanced beyond this wild and imperfedl 
ftate of fociety ; and the right of private revenge 
dill remained among them unlimited and uncon* 
trouled ''. But the other German nations, in • 
the age of Tacitus , had made one ftep farther 
towards completing the political or civil union. 
Though it ftill continued to be an indifpenfable 
point of honour for every clan to revenge the 
death or. injury of a member, the magiftrate had. 
acquired a right of inttrpofing in die quarrel , 
and of accommodating the difference. He obliged 
the perfon maimed or injured , and the relations 
of one killed , to accept of a prefent from the 
aggreffor and his relations " , as a compenfation 
for the injury ", and to drop all farther profecu^ 
tion of revenge. That the accommodation of one 
quarrel might not be the fource of more, this 
prefent was fixed and certain , according to the 
rank of the perfon killed or injured , and was 
commonly paid in cattle , the chief property of 
thofe rude and uncultivated nations. A prefent 
of this kind gratified the revenge of the injured 
family by the lofs which the aggreffor fuffercd : 
It fatisfied their pride by the fubmiflion which it 
cxpreffed: It diminifhed their regret for the lob 

^' LL. Frif. tit. 2. apud Lindenbrog. p. 491. 
'' LL. iEdiclb. $ 2i. LL. ffilf. $ 27^ 
** Called by the Saxons m^gbota. 
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Of injuiy of a kinfman by their acquifition of Appendix 
new property : And thus general peace was for a i. 
moment reftored to the fociety '*. 

But when the German nations had been fettled 

foroe time in the provinces of the Roman empire, 

they made dill another flep towards a more 

cultivated life, and their criminal juftice gradually 

improved and refined itfelt The magiftrate, 

whofe office it was to guard public peace and 

to fupprefs private animofities , conceived himfelf 

to be injured by every injury done to any of his 

people ; and befides the compenfation to the 

perfon who (uffered, or to his family, he thought 

himfelf entitled to exad a fine, called the ^ritwit, 

as an atonement for the breach of peace, and as 

a reward for the pains which he had taken ia 

accommodating the quarrel. When this idea » 

which is fo natural, was once fuggefled, it was 

willingly received both by fovereign and peoplew 

The numerous fines which were levied , aug-N 

mented the revenue of the king : And the people 

were fenfible, tliat he would be more vigilant in 

interpofmg with his good offices , when he reaped 

fuch immediate advantage from them ; and that 

injuries would be lels frequent, when, befide^ 

compenfation to. the perfon injured, they were 

expofed to this additional penalty ^\ 

" Tacit de morib. Germ, The aodior fays , that the 
price oF the compoTitiod was fixed ; which iinuft have been 
by the laws and the interpoficion of the magifhrates. 

** Befides paying money to the relations ff the deceafed 
and to the king, the murderer was alfo obliged to pay th^ 
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Appendix This fhort abftraA cont^ns the hiftoiy of the 
r» criminal jurifprudence of the nortbera nations for 
fcveral centuries. The ftate of England in this 
particular , during the period of the Anglo-Saxons^ 
may be judged of by the coUedion of ancient 
laws i publiihed by Lambard and Wilkins- The 
chief purport of thefe laws is not to prevent or 
entirely fupprels private quarrels, which the 
legiflator knew to be impoflible , but only to 
/ regulate and moderate them. The laws of Alfred 
enjoin , that , if any one know , that his enemy 
or aggreffor, after doing* him an injury, refolves 
to keep within his own houfe and his own lands*' ^ 
he (hall not fight him , till he require compenfation 
for the injury. If he be ftrong enough to befiege 
him in his houfe , he may do it for feven days 
without attacking him ; and if the aggreflbr be 
willing, during that time, to furrender hin^felf 
and his arms, his adverlary mufl; detain him 
thirty days , but is afterwards obliged to reftpre 
him fave to his kindred, and be content with the 
compenfation. If the criminal fly to the temple ^ 
that fanduary muft not be violated. Where ,the 
aflailant has not force fufficient to befiege the 
criminal in his houfe, he mufl; apply to the 
aldcripan for affiftance j and if the alderman refufc 
• 

mafter of a flaYC or vaflal a fum as a compenfation for 
. his .lofi. This was called the Manbote. Sec Spell. GlofH 
mvctb. Fredum^ Manbot. 

The addition of thefe laft words in Italics appeaf|} 
JKceilary from what follows in the fame law. 
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did, the aflailant muft have recourfe to the king: App^idix 
And he is not allowed to affault the houfe, J* 
till after this fupreme magiftrate has refufed 
afliftance. If any one meet with his enemy , 
and be ignorant that he was refolved to keep 
within his own lands , he muft , before he attack 
him , require him , to furrender himfelf prifoner , 
and deliver up his arms; in which cafe he may 
detain him thirty days : But if he refufe to deliver 
up his arms , it is then lawful to fight him. A 
Have may fight in his mailer's quarrel : A father 
may fight in his fons with anyone, except with 
his mafter'**. 

It was enaded by kinglna, that no manihpuld 
take revenge for an injury till he had firft de- 
manded compenfation , and had been refufedit^'. 

King Edmond , in the preamble to his laws , 
mentions the general mifcry, occafioned by the 
multiplicity of private feuds and battles; and he 
cftabliflies feveral expedients for remedying this 
grievance. He ordains, that, if any one commit 
murder, he may, with the afliilance of his kin- 
dred , pay within a twelvemonth the fine of his 
crime ; and if they abandon him , be Iball alone 
fuftain the deadly feud or quarrel with the kin- 
dred of the murdered perfon : His own kindred 
are free from the feud , but on condition that 
they neither converfe with the criminal, nor 
fupply him with meat or otter n§ceffaries : If any 

*• LL. iElfr. $ 28. Wiikius, p, 43. 
r 1^. In«,$9- 
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Aj^ptadix of them, after renouncing him, receive him^ntd 
I. their houfe , or give him njjiflancc^ they are finable 
to the king, and are involved in the feud. If 
the kindred of the murdered perfqn take revenge 
on any but the criminal himfelf , after he is aban^ 
doned by his kindred^ all their property is forfeited, 
and they are declared to be enemies to the king 
and all his friends *^« It is aJfo ordained , that 
the fine for murder fhall never be remitted by 
the king^\ and that no criminal Ihall be killed 
^vho flies to the church, or any of the king's 
towns ^^; and the king himfelf declares, that 
his houfe fliall give no protedion to murderers , 
till they have fatisfied the church by their pen- 
ance, and the kindred of the dcceafcd, by 
making compenfatioti *^ The method appointed 
for tranfafting this compofition is found in the 
fame law**. 

These attempts of Edmond, to contrad and 
diminifb the feuds , were contrary to the ancient 
fpirit of the northern barbarians, and wete a 
flep towards a more regular adminiftration of 
juftice. By the Salic law, any man might, by 
a public declaration, exempt himfelf from his 
family quarrels : But then he was confidered by 
the law as no longer belonging to the family ; 

** LL Edm, $ I. WUkins, p. 73. 

*' LL. Edm. S 3, -•• IbiA J 1?. 

♦' Ibid. $ 4. *■ Ibid. $ 7, 

and 
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and he was deprived of all right of fucceflion, Appendte 
as the J)unifhment of his cowardice**, ' {• 

The price of the king's head » or hisweregild, 
as it was then called , was by law 30,000 thrimfas, 
near i3oo*pounds of prcfent money. The prioc 
of the prince's head was 15,000 thrimfas ; that of 
a bifhops or alderman's 8000; a fhcrifTs 4000; a 
thane's or clergyman's 2000; a ceorle's 266. 
Thcfe prices were fixed by the laws of the 
Angles. By the Mercian law, the price of a 
ceorle's head was 200 fhillings ; that of a thane's 
fix times as much; that of a king's fix times 
more'*. By the laws of Kent, the price of 
the archbiihop^s head was higher than that of the 
king's". Such refped was then paid to the 
ccclefiaftics! It muft beunderftood, that, where 
a perfon was unable or unwilling to pay the 
fine, he vas put out of the protcdion of law, 
and the kindred of the dcceafed had liberty to 
punifh him as they thought proper. 

Some antiquaries'* have thought, that thefe 
compenfations were only given for man-flaughter, 
not for wilful murder: But no fuch diftindion 
appears in the laws; and it is contradided by 
the pradice of all^the other barbarous nations", 
by that of the ancient Germans ** , and by tbac 



4f 



Tit. 63. '• Wilkins, p. 71 , 72. 

" LL. Elthrcdi, apud Wilkins, p. 110. 

Tyrrel,lntrodud. vol. I. p. 1:56. Carte, vol, I. p. 366. 

Lindenbrogius , pafllm. 

Tac. dc mor. Gcrm» * 

Vol. L V 
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Appendix corious monument above mentioned of Saxon 
|. antiquity, preferved by Hickes. There is indeed 
a law of Alfred's which makes wilful murder 
capital'^; but this feems only to have been an 
attempt of that great Jegiflator towards eftablifh- 
ing a better police in the kingdom , and it 
probably remained without execution. By the 
laws of the fame prince , a confpiracy againd the 
life of the king might be redeemed by a tine'*. 
The price of all kinds of wounds was lilfc* 
wife fixed by the Saxon laws: A wound of an 
inch long under the hair was paid with one 
Ihiliing: One of a like fize in the face, two 
fhillings : Thirty niillings for the lofe of an ear; 
and fo forth ^^ There feems npt to have been 
any difference made , according to the dignity 
of the perfon. By the laws of Ethelbert, any 
one who committed adultery with his neighbours 
wife was obliged to pay him a fine , and bpy 
him another wife '*. 

These inftitutions' are^not peculiar to the an- 
cient Germans. They feem to be the neccffary 
progrefs of criminal jurifprudencc among every 
free people, where the will of the fovereign is 
not implicitly obeyed. We find them among the 

" LL. ffilf. 5 12. Wilkins, p. 29. It is probable, 
that by wilful murder Alfred means a treacherous murder, 
committed by one who has no dechured feud with andthen 

*• LL. ffiif. $4. Wilkins, p. 35. 

*' LL. ffilf. $ 40, See alfo LL Ethclb. i 34, etc* 

'• LL. Ethcib. J iz. 
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ancient Greeks during the time of tli^ Trojan Appendix, 
yar. Compofitions for murder are mentioned 1. 
in Neftor's fpcech to Achilles in the ninth IJiad, 
and arc called u'^eivuu The Irilh , who never 
had any connexions with the German nations 
adopted the fame pradice till very lately ; and 
the price of a man's head was called among 
them his erici a$ we learn from Sir John Davis. 
The fame cullom fcems alfo to have prevailed 
among the Jews **.. 

Theft and robbery were frequent among the 
AngloSaxon<;. In order to impore fome check 
upon thefe crimes ^ it was ordained , that no man 
fliould fell or buy any thing above twenty penc^ 
value , except in open market ** ; and every 
Ibargairi of fale muft be executed before witneffes ^\ 
Gangs of robbers much difturbed the peace of th< 
country ; and the law determined, that a tribe 
of banditti , confiftipg 0f between feven and 
thirty-five perfons, was to be. called ^ turma, ot 
troop : Any greater company was denominated 
an army **. The puniihments for this crime were 
various ; but none of them capital ''. If any 
man could track his ftolen cattle into anothers 
ground , the latter was obliged to ihow the tracks 
out of it , or pay their value '% 

^* Exod. cap. XXI. 29 , 30. ** Lt. iEtticlft, $ 12. 

" Ibid. J 10. 12. LL. Edg. apud Wilkins, p. 80 
LL. Ethelredi, $4- apudWilkins, p. 103. HlodietctEadm! 
5 16. U' Canute $ 22.* 

V 4 
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Bppentlix REBELLION , to whatever excefs it was carried, 
1. was not capital, but might be redeemed by a fura 
of money *'. The legillators , knowing it im- 
poflible to prevent all diforders , only impofed a 
higher fine on breaches of the peace committed 
in the king's court , or before an alderman. An 
alehoufe too feems to have been confidered as a 
privileged place ; and any quarrels thatarofe there 
were more fevetely punifhed than elfewhere '*. 
l^uies.of If the manner of punifhing crimes among the 

proot. Anglo-Saxons appear fingular, the proofs were 

not lefs fo ; and were alfo th€ natural refult of 
the fituation of thofe people. Whatever we may 
rmagine concerning the ufual truth and fmcerity 
of mtn, who live in a rude and barbarous (late, 
there is much itiorc falfchood, and even perjury 
among them , thah^ ^mong civilized nations: 
Virtue , \^hich « nothJne but a more enlarged 
and more cultivated reafoh i/ never flourilhesto 
any degree, nor is founded dn fteady principles 
of honour , except where a good education becomes 
general ; and where men are taught the pernicious 
confequenccs of vice, treachery, and immorality. 
Even fuperftition , though more prevalent among 
ignorant nations , is but a poor fupply for the 
dcfcds in knowledge and education ; Our £uro« 






LL. ^thrift. 5 2. Wilkins, p. 63. 
LL. Ethclrcdi, apud Wilkins , p. 1 10. LL iElf. $ 4* 
Wilkins , p. 35. 

'* LL. Hloth. et Ead;n. $ 12, 13. LL. Ethclr. apud 
Wilkiiis, p. 117. 
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pcan anceftors, who employed every' momqntt Appendi* 
the expedient of fwearing on extraordiuary croffes. . i. 
and reKques , were lefs honourable in all engage- 
ments than their pofterity, who from experience 
have omitted thofe inefFcdual fecurities. This 
general pronencfs to perjury was much increaCed 
by the ufual want of difcernment in judges, who 
could not difcufs an intricate evidence , and were 
oblieed to number, not weigh, the teftimony of 
the witneffes '^. Hence the ridiculous pradlice of 
obliging men to bring compurgators , who, as 
they did not pretend to know any thing of the 
fad , expreffed upon oath , that they believed 
the perfon fpoke true; and thefe compurgators 
were in fome cafes multiplied to the number of 
three hundred ". The pradtice alfo of fmgle 
combat was employed by mod nations on the 
continent as a remedy againft fklfe evidence '* ;. 
and though it was frequently dropped, from the 
oppofition of the clergy, it was continually re- 
vived , from experience of the falfehood attending 
the teRimony of witneffes '*" It became at laft 
a fpccies of jurifprudence : The cafes were deter- 
mined by law , in which the party might challenge 
his adverfary , or the witneffes, or the judge him- 

Sometimes thd laws fixed eafy general rules for weigh- 
ing the credibility of witneffes. A man. whofe life was 
cftimatedat 120 (hillings oounterbalanced fix c^orles, each 
of whofe lives was only valued at twenty fhiUings 
and his oath was efteemed equivalent to that of all the fix. 
SeeWilldns, p. jz. 

Praef. Nicol. ad Wilkins, p. ii. 
^* LL. Burgundy, cap. 45^ LL. Lomb, lib. z. tit 55* 
cap. J4. V 3 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



«94 HISTORY OF ENOLAKD. 

^pcndh^ felf " : And though thcfe duftoms were abfurd, 

j; they were rather an improveipent on the methods 

of trial , which had formerly been pradifed 

among thofe barbarous nations , and which ftill 

prevailed among the Anglo-Saxons. 

-T When any controverfy about a fadl became 

tbo intricate for thofe ignorant judges to unravel , 

they had recourfe to what they called the judgment 

of God, that is, to fortune : Their method* of 

confulting this oracle were various. One of them 

1 was the decifion by the crofs ; It was pradifed in 

tliis manner. When a perfon was accufed of any 

'.crime, he firft cleared himfclf by oath, apd he 

; >vas attended by eleven connpurgators. He next 

took two pieces of wood , one of which was 

; marked with the fign.of the crofs ; and wrapping 

.'both up in wool , he placed them on the altar, 

)Or on fome celebrated relique. After folemii 

* r K<-<^^ < < prayers for the fuccefs of the experiment , a prieft, 

!or in his ftead fome unexperienced youth , took 

up one of the pieces of wood , and if he happened 

upon that which was marked with the figure of 

the crofs , the perfon was pronounced innocent; 

I if otherwife , guilty '*. This pradice , as it arofe 

"" from fuperftition , was abolifhed by it in France. 

The emperor, Lewis the pebonnaire, prohibited 

that method of trial , not becaufe it was uncer- 

$aia , but left that facTed figure , fays he , of the 

^* LL, Lougob. lib. 2. tit 55. cap, 23. apud Lindenb. 
p. 661. 

" Sec Desfontaincs and Beaumanoir. 
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crofs fliould be proftituted in common difputes AppcmUx 
and controverfies ^\ '• 

The ordeal was another eftablifhcd method of 
<rial among the Anglo-Saxon^. It was pradiCed 
cither by boiling water 01; red-hot iron. The 
former was appropriated to the common people ; 
the latter to the nobility. The water or iron 
was confecrated by many prayers, maffes, faftinjcs 
and cxorcifms ^* ; after which , the perfon pccufed 
cither took up a ftone funk in the water ^' to a 
certain depth , or carried the iron to a certain 
diftance; and his hand being wrapped up, and 
the covering fealed for three days, if there ap- 
peared, on examining it, no marks of burnings 
be was pronounced innocent ; if otherwife, guilty^*". 
The trial by cold water was different : The perfon 
was thrown into confecrated water ; if be fwam,. 
he was guilty ; if he funk , innocent ^^ It is 
difficult for us to conceive , how any innocent 
perfon could ever efcape by the one trial , or any 
criminal he convided by the other. But thero 
was another ufage admirably calculated for allowing 
every criminal to efcape , who had confidence 
enough to try it. A confecrated cake , called^ 2k 
corfned , was produced ; which if the perfoA' \ 

LL. Frifon. tit. 14. apud Lindenbrogium , p. 496^ 

Du Cangeinverb. Crux. 
'* Spellm. in verb. OrdeaL Parker, p. 155. Lindenbr<^ 
p. 1299, "" LL Inae, § 77. 

Sometbies the perfon accufed walked barefoot <pi^t 
fed-hot iron. " Sfcllman in verb. OrcaliuiK ^ 

V4 
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Appendix coiild fwallow and digeft , he was pronounced 
J* innocent '*. 
Military The feudal law , if it had place at all among 

the Anglo-Saxons , which is doubtful , was not 
certainly extended over all the landed property , 
and was not attended with thofc confequcnces of 
homage, reliefs'*, wardfliip, marriage, and other 
burthens , which were infeparable from it in the 
kingdoms of the continent. As the Saxons ex- 
pelled or almoft entirely deftroyed the ancient 
Britons , they planted themfelves in this ifland on 
the fame footing with their anceftors in Germany, 
and found no occafion for the feudal inilitutions ** , 
which were calculated to maintain a Icind of 
{landing army, always in readincfs to fupprefe 
any infurredion among the conquered people. 
The trouble and expence of defending the (late in 
England lay equally upon all the land ; and it 
was ufual for every five hides to equip a man for 
the fervice. The trinoda necejfuas, as it was called, 
or the burthen of military expeditions , of repairing 
highways , and of building and fupporting bridges, 

'• Spellm. in verb. Corfned. Parker, p. 156. Text. 
Ruflfenf. p. 33. 

'* On the death of an alderman, a greater or Icflcr 
thane , there wa$ a payment made to the king of his bcft 
arms; and this was called his heriot: But this wac not of 
the nature of a relief. See Spellm. of tenures , p. 3. The 
¥alue of this heriot was fixed by Canute's laws , $ 69. 

Bradon de Acqu. rer. domin. lib. 2. cap. 16. See 
nore fully Spellman of ieiid« and tenures, and Cnugins 
de jure feud. lib. i. dieg. 7, 
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was infeparablc --from landed property, even Apptndiz 
though it belonged to the church or monafteries, i^ 
unlefs exempted by a particular charter ". The 
ceorles or hufbandmen were provided with arms , 
and were obliged to take their turn in military 
duty '*. They were computed to be 243,600 hides 
in hngland *' ; confequently the ordinary military 
force of the kingdom confided of 48,720 men ; 
though, no doubt, on extraordinary occafions, 
a greater number might be affcmblcd. The king 
and nobility had fome military tenants , who were 
called Sithcun-men'\ And there were fome lands 
annexed to the^office of alderman, and to other 
offices ; but thefe probably were not of great 
extent, and were poffcffed only during pleafure, 
as in the commencement of the feudal law in 
other countries of Europe. 

The revenue of the king feems to have confided P«*^^* ^ 
chiefly in his demefnes, which were large; and^"*** 
in the tolls and impofts which he probably levied 
at difcretion on the boroughs and fea- ports, that 
lay within his demefnes. He could not alienate 
any part of the crown lands , even to religious 
ufes, without the confent of the Rates '*. Danegelt 
was a land-tax of a ibilling a hide, impofed by 
the dates ** *, either for payment of the fums • 
exacted by the Danes , or for putting the kingdom 
in a podure of defence againd thofe invaders *'. 



Spellm. Cone. vol. i. p. 256. Inae, $51^ 

Spcllm. of feuds and tenures , p. 17. 
Spellm. Cone. voL i. p. igg^ " IbiU p. 340. 
V Chron. Sax. p. 128* '! LL. Edw. Con. §. 12. 
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Appendix ; The Saxon pound, a.^ Hkewifc that which was 
U ; coined for fomc centuries after the conqucft, was 
•lueof j near three times the weight of ourprefent money : 
7- OiS/A' '^^^^^ were forty-eight (hilHngs in the pound, 
// *'0 A * ^. ^nd five pence in a fhilling *' ; confequently a 
/Saxon ihilJing was near a fifth heavier than our5, 
(^and a Saxon penny near three times as heavy **. As 
to the value of money in thofe times , compared 
to commodities , there <^re fpme , though not very- 
certain , means of computation. A (heep by the 
laws of Athelftan was eftimated at a (billing ; th^t 
is fifteen- pence of our money. The fleece was 
two -fifths of the value of the whole fheep ** ; 
much above its prefent eftimation ; and the reafon 
probably was , that the Saxons , like the ancient?, 
were little acquainted with any clothing but 
what was made of wool. Silk and cotton were 
quite unknown : Linen was not much ufed. Aa 
ox was computed at fix times the value of a 
fheep ; a cow at four *', If we fuppofe , that 
the cattle in that age, from the defers in huf- 
bandry , we^:e not fo large as they are at prefent 
in England , we may compute , that money was 
then near ten times of greater value. A horfe 
was valued at about thirty. fix fhillings* of our 
^oney , or thirty Saxon'^illings '* ; a mare a 
third lefs: A man at three pounds *\ The board- 
wages of a child the firft year was eight fliiK 

" LL. iEIf. 5 40. 

•* _. _. _ 

etc 



LL. Mf. 5 40. 

Fleetwood's Chron. Prctiofum , p. 27 , 28 , 

LL hia, § 69. •' Wilkins, p. 66. 



•• LL Fna:,§ 69. 

*•. Ibid. p. 136. •' Ibid. 
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Jtn'gs , together with a cow's pafturc in fummer. Appendix' 
3ncl an ox's in winter '*. William of Malmefbury ^' 
mentions it as a remarkably high price that William 
Rufus gave fifteen marks for a horfe, or about 
thirty pounds of our prcfent money **. Between 
the years 900 and 1000 , Ednoth bought a hide 
of land for about iiSfhillings of prefent money *'. 
This was little more than a fhilling an acre, 
which indeed appears to have been the ufual 
price, as we may learn from other accounts *'. 
A palfrey was fold for twelve fhillings about the 
year 966 ". The value of an ox in king Ethelred s 
time was between feven and eight IhiHings ; a 
cow about fix Ihillings *\ Gervas of Tilbury 
(liys , that in Henry I/s time , bread which would 
fuffice a hundred men for a day was rated at three 
(hillings , or a fhilHng of that age v for it is thought jS^tM.)^f^ * 
that foon after the conqueft a pound fterling was> 'J^^ ' ^^'Jf 
divided int»o twenty fhillings : A flieep was rated j^'^*-^ -^/^ 
at a fhilling, and fo of other things in proportion. 
In Athelitan*s time a ram was valued at a (hilling, 
or four-pence Saxon '**. The tenants of Shircburii 
were obliged , at their choice , to pay either fix- 
pence or four hens '**. About 1232, the abbot 
of St Albans , going on a journey , hired L'vcn 
handfome ftout horfes j and agreed , if any of 

•* LL. Inae, $38. *' P. 121, 

•| Hift. Ramef. p. 415. '' Hift. ElienC p. 473. 

•' Ibid. p. 471. '• Wilkirts, p. 13^. 

'^' Wilkms, p. 56. '•' Monaft, Anglic, vpl. ii. .p. 52J8 
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Ai^pendiz tbcm died on the road , t^ pay the owner 30* 
^' fhillings a -piece of our prefent money "*. It is 
to be remarked, that in all ancient times, the 
raifing of corn , efpecially wheat , being a fpecies 
of manufadory , that commodity always bore a 
higher price, compared to cattle, than it does in 
our times '*'. The Saxon Chronicle tells us "*, 
that in the reign of Edward the Confeflbr there 
was the moft terrible famine ever known ; in fo 
much that a quarter of wheat rofe to fixty pennies, 
or fifteen fhillings of our prefent money. Confe- 
quently it was as dear as if it now coft feven pounds 
ten fhillings. This nvuch exceeds the great famine 
in the end of queen Elizabeth ; when a quarter 
of wheat was fold for four pounds. Money in 
this lad period was nearly of the fame value as in 
our time. Thcfe fevere famines are a certain 
proof of bad hufbandry. 

On the whole, there are three things to be 
confidered, wherever a fum of money is mentioned 
in ancient times. Firft the change of denomination , 
by which a pound has been reduced to the third 
part of its ancient weight in filver. Secondly , 
the change in value by the greater plenty of 
money, which has reduced the fame weight of 
filver to ten times lefs value , compared to com* 
modities ; and confequently a pound flerling to 
the thirtieth part of the ancient value. Thirdly, 
the fewer people and lefs induflry , which were 

'" Mat. Paris. "' Fleetwood, p. 83, 94. 96. 98. 
"* P- 157. 
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then to be found in every European kingdom. Appendix 
This circumftance made even the thirtieth part of • '• 
the fum more difficult to levy, and caufed any 
fum to have more than thirty times greater 
weight and influence both abroad and at home , 
tlian in our times; in the fame manner that a 
fum , a hundred thoufand pounds for inftance , 
is at prefcnt more difficult to levy in a fmall) 1^^ 
ftate , fuch as Bavaria , and can produce greater \ ^ 
cfFedb on fuch a fmall community , than on 
England. This laft diflFcrence is not eafy to be 
calculated : But allowing , that England has 
now fix times more induftry, and three times 
more people than it had at the conqueft and for 
fome reigns after that period , we arc , upon that 
fuppofition, to conceive taking all circumftances 
together , every fum of money mentioned by 
hillorians , as if it were multiplied more than a 
hundred fold above a fum of the fame denomination 
at prefent. 

In the Saxon times , land was divided equally 
among all the male-children of the deceafed, 
according to the cuftom of Gavelkind. The 
pradice of entails is to be found in thofe tirhes '*'. 
Land was^ chiefly of two kinds, bookland, or 
land held by book or charter, which was re- 
garded as full property, and defcended to the 
heirs of the poffefTor ; and folkland , or the land 
held by the ceorles and common people, who 
were removeable at pleafure, and were indeed 
only tenants during the will of their lords. 

The firft attempt, which we find in England 
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Appendix to fcparate the ecclefiaftical from the civil jurlf- 
i» didion, wa?? that law of Edgar, by which ail 
difputes among the clergy were ordered to be 
carried before the bifhop '*'. The penances 
were then very fevere, but as a man could buy 
them off with tnoney, or might fubftitute others 
to perform them , they lay eafy upon the rich '*^ 
Maiinen* WiTH regard to the manners of the Anglo- 

Saxons we can fay little ^ but that they were in 
general a rude, uncultivated people, ignorant of 
letters, unfkilled in the mechanical arts , untamed 
to fubmiflion under law and government , addidcd 
; to intemperance, tiot, and diforder. Theit bell 
quality was their military courage , which yet 
was not fupported by difcipliae or coiidud. Theii* 
Want of fidelity to the prince , or to any truft 
repofed in them , appears flrongly in the hiftory 
of their later period; and their want of huttianity 
in all their hiftory. Even the Norman hiftorians, 
notwithftanding the low ftate of the arts in their 
own country , (peak of them as barbarians , when 
they mention the invafion made upon them by 
the duke 6f Normandy '**. The conqueft put 
the people in a fituation of receiving (lowly, 
from abroad , the rudiment*? of fcience and culti- 
vation , and of correding their rough and licen- 
tious manners. . 

'"' LL.iElf.$ 37,apudWUkins, p. 43- ' "' Wilkins, 
p- 83- . "^ Ibid. p. g6, (y^. Spell. Conc.^ 47 j. 
'** GuL Put p. «o:«. 
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WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR, 

Confequcnces of the battle of Ha/lings — Submijfion of 
the English — Settlement of the. government — . 
King's return to Normandy — Difcontents of the 
English — Their infurreiiions — Rigors of the 
Norman government — New infurreSions -* New 
rigors of the government — IntroduSion of the 
feudal law — Innovation in ecckPaflical govern^ 
ment — Infurreflion of the Norman barons — • 
Difpufc about invejiiturcs — Revolt of prince Ro^ 
bert — Doomfdag-'book — The new forejt^^ War 
with France — Death — and charaSer offruiiam 
the Conqueror. 

J.>IOTHIXG could exceed the conftcrnation CHAP* 
•which feized the HngliOi , when they received iv. 
intelligence of the unfortunate battle of Haftings, io««- 
the death of their king, the flaughter of their ,^;,°^V^;;^^^ 
principal Hobility and of their bravcft warriors , battit of 
and the rout and difperfion of the remainder. *^^*"^** 
But though the lofs, which they had fuftained 
in that fatal action , ^yas confidcrable, it might 
have been repaired by a great nation ; where the 
people were generally armed, and where there 
refided Co many powerful noblemen in every 
province , who could have aflcmbled their re- 
finers , and have obliged the duke of Normand/ 
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H A. p. to divide his army , and probably to wafte it 
IV. in a variety of adlions and rencounters. It was 
thus that the kingdom had formerly rcfifted, for 
many years, its invaders, and had been gradually 
fubdued, by the continued efforts of the Romans, 
Saxons, and Danes; and equal difficulties might 
have been apprehended by William in this bold 
and hazardous enterprize. But there were fev^ral 
vices in the Anglo-Saxon conltitution , which 
rendered it difficult for the Engliih to defend 
their liberties in fo critical an emergency. The 
people had in a great meafure loft all national 
pride and fpirit , by their recent and long fub- 
jccflion to the Danes ; and as Canute had , in the 
courfe of his adminiftration , much abated the 
rigors of conqueft , and had governed them equi- 
tably by their own laws , they regarded with the 
Jefs terror the ignominy of a foreign yoke , and 
deemed the inconveniences of fubmiilion lels 
formidable than thofe of bloodfhed , war , and 
refiftance. Their attachment alfo to the ancient 
royal family had been much weakened by their 
habits of fubmiilion to the Danifh princes , and 
by their late eledlion of Harold , or their acqiiief- 
cence in his ufurpation. And as they had long 
been accuftomed to regard Edgar Atheling j the 
only heir of the Saxon line , as unfit to govern 
them even in times of order and tranquillity j 
*^ they could entertain fmall hopes of his being able 
to repair fuch great loffes as they had fuftained, 
or to withftand the vidlorio.u$ arms of .the duke 
vof Norm«ndy., 

That 
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That they might not, however, be altogether c hap. 
vranting to thcmfelvcs in this extreme neceflTity, iv. 
the Englifb took fome (leps towards adjufling their 
disjointed government , and uniting themfelves 
againd the common enemy. The two potent 
carls , Edwin and Morcar, who had fled to 
London with the remains of the broken army , 
took the lead on this occafion : In concert with 
Stigand , archbilhop of Canterbury , a man 
poifefred of great authority , and of ample revenues i 
they proclaimed Edgar, and endeavoured to put 
the people in a pofture of defence , and encourage 
them to refift the Normans *. But the terror of 
the late defeat , jand the near neighbourhood of 
the invaders, increafed the confufion , infeparable 
from great revolutions; and every rcfolution 
propofed was hafty , fludluating , tumultuary ; 
d if concerted by fear orfadion; ill planned, and 
worfe executed. 

William*, that his enemies might have no 
leifure to recover from their conftemation or 
unite their counfels , immediately put himfelf in 
motion after his viAory , and refolved to profe- 
cute an enterprize, which nothing but celerity 
and vigour could render finally fuccefsful. His 
firft attempt was againft Roraney , whofe inha- 
bitants he feverely punifhed , on account of their 
cruel treatment of fome Norman feamen and 
foldiers , who had been carried thither by (Irefs 

' Gul. Pi<fhv. p, ao5. Order, Yitalis, ^. 502. Hovcden, 
p. 449. Knyghtoo , p, 2343« 

Vol. I X 
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H A p. of weather, or by a miftakc in their courfc*: 
IV. And forefecing that his conqueft of England 
might ftill be attended with many difficulties and 
with much oppofition, he deemed it ncceffary, 
before he fhould advance farther into the country, 
to make himfelf mafter of Dover , which would 
both fccure him a retreat in cafe of adverfc 
fortune, and aiford Jiim a fafe landing-place for 
fuch fupplies as might be requifitcforpufhing his 
advantages. The terror difFufed by his vidory at 
Haftings was fo great, that the garrifon of Dover, 
though numerous and well provided , immediate!/ 
capitulated ; and as the Normans , rufliing in to 
take poffeflion of the town , haftily fet fire to 
fome of the houfes , William , defirous to conciliate 
the minds of the Englilh by an appearance of 
lenity and judice , made compenfation to the 
inhabitants for their loffes *. 

The Norman army, being much diftreffed with 
a dyfcntery, was obliged to remain hetc eight 
days; but the duke, on their recovery , advan- 
ced with quick marches towards London , and 
by his approach increafed the confufions , which 
were already fo prevalent in the Englifli counfels* 
The ecclefiaftics in particular , whofc influence 
was great over the people ^ began to declare ia 
his favour; and as mod of the bifhops and 
dignified clergymen were eveti then Frenchmen 
or Normans , the pope's, bull , by which his enter, 
prize was avowed and hallowed , was now 

* Cul, Piaav. p, i?04. f IJbiA 
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openly infiftcd on as a reafori for general fubtniffion. tt A lu 
The fuperior learning of thofe prelates, ^vbich ^ IV* 
during the ConfelTor's reign ^ hkd raifed them 
above the ignorant Saxons, made their opinions 
be received with implicit faith ; and a young 
prince, like Edgar, whofe capacity was deemed 
fo mean , was but ill qualified to refill the im* 
preflion) which they made on the minds of the 
people. A repulfe , which a hbdy^ of Londoners 
received from five hundred Norman horfe^ renewed 
in the city the terror of the great defeat at 
Haftingsi the eafy fubmiflion of all the inhabit* 
ants of Kent Was an additional difcouragement to 
them 5 the burning of Southwark before theit 
eyes made them dread a like fate to their own 
city; and no man any longer" entertained thoughts 
but of immediate fafcty and of felf - prefervation* 
Even thk earls, Edwin and Morcar , in defpait 
of making efifedual refiftance , retired with theii* 
troops to their own provinces ; and the people 
thenceforth difpofed themfelves unanimoufly to 
yield to the vidor. As foon as he paffed the lBuV)tiiiffioii 
Thames at Wallingford, and reached Berkham- '*».^ ^**« fi"«" 
ftead, Stigand, the primate, made fubmiflions to 
bim: Before he' came within fight of the city^ 
all the chief nobility , and Edgar Atheling himfelf ^ 
■ the new eledlcd king, Came into his camp, and 
declared their intention of yielding to his au- 
thority *. They requefted him to mount theii" 
throne, which they now confidcred as vacant t 

* Hovcden> p. 450. Flor* Wigora, p. 634. 

X a 
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HAP. and declared to him, that, as they had always 
IV. been ruled by rep:ai power , they defired to 
follow, in this particular, the example of their 
anceftors , and knew of no one more worthy 
than himfelf to hold the reins of government '. 
Though this was the great objed, to which 
the duke's enterprize tended , he feigned to 
deliberate on the offer ; and being deOrous , at 
firft , of preferving the appearance of a legal 
adminiflration , he wifhed to obtain a more 
explicit and formal content of the Englifh nation': 
But Aimar of Aquitain, a man equally refpeded 
for valour in the field , and for prudence in 
council , remonftrating with him on the danger 
of delay in fo critical a conjundure , he laid afidc 
all farther fcruples , and accepted of the crown 
\Yhicli was tendered him. Orders were imrne* 
diately iffued to prepare every thing for the 
ceremony of his coronation ; but as he was yet 
afraid to place entire confidence in the Londoners , 
who were numerous and warlike, he meanwhile 
commanded fortreflfes to be ereded in order to 
curb the inhabitants , and to fecurc his perfon 
and government ^. v 

Stigand was not much in the duke's favour, 
both becaufe he had intruded into the fee on the 
cxpulfion of Robert, the Norman, and becaufe 
he poffefTed fuch influence and authority over the 
Englifh * as might be dangerous to a new 



^ Gul 
I Gul. 



[. Pi<ft. p. 205. Ord. Vital, p. 503. 

I. Pi(^v, p. 205. ^ Ibid • Eadmcr, p. 6. 
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eflabliflied monarch. William , therefore , pre- chap. 
tending that the primate had obtained his pall Jn iv. 
an irregular manner from pope Benedid IX. who 
was himfelf an ufurper, refufed to be confccrated 
by him, and conferred this honour on Aldred, 
archbifhop of York. Weftminfter abbey was the 
place appointed for that magnificent ceremony ; 
the moft confiderable of the nobility , both 
Enghlh and Norman , attended the duke on this ^^ jj^^, « 
occafion ; Aldred in a fhort fpeech aQced the 
former , whether they agreed to accept of 
William as their king ; the bifhop of Coutance 
put the fame queftion to the latter; and both 
being anfwered with acclamations * , Aldred 
adminiRered to the duke the ufual coronation- 
path , by which he bound himfelf to proted the 
church , to adminifter juftice , and to rcprefs 
violence : He then anointed him and put the 
crown upon his head ". There appeared nothing 
but joy in the countenance of the fpcdators : 
But in that very moment, there burft forth the 
ftrongeft fymptoms of the jealoufy and animofity 
which prevailed between the nations, and which 
continually increafed during the reign of this 
prince. The Norman foldiers , who were placed 
without in order to guard the church, hearing 



Order. VitaL p. 503. 

Malmesbury , p. 271, fays, that he alfo promifed to 
govern the Normans and Englifh by equal laws ; and this ad- 
dition to the ufual oath feems not improbable , confiderin^ 
the circumilances of the time^. 

X3 
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Q H A P. the fhout<; within ,. fancied that the Englifli were 
lY, offering violence to their duke; and they iramc- 
diately ^ffaulted the populace , and fet fire to the 
neighbouring houfes. The alarm was conveyed 
to the nobility who furrounded the prince; botli 
Englifti and Normans , fuU of appr^henfions , 
Tufhed out to fecure themfclves from the prefent 
danger; and it was with difficulty that William 
himfelf was able to appeafe the tumult ", 
io(!^ Thb king , thus poffeffed of the throne by a 

Qf The go- pretended dcftination of king Edward, apd by an 
vtinojcA^. jirregular eledion of the people , but dill more by 
force of arms, retired from London to Berkiqg 
in Effex; and there received the fubmiflions of all 
thenobil ity , who had not attended his coronation. 
Edric, furnamed, thcForefter, grand - nephew to 
that Edric fo noted for his repeated ads of per- 
fidy during the reigns of Ethelrcd and Edmond ; 
earl Coxo, a man famous for bravery ; even 
Edwin and Morcar, earis of Mercia and Nor- 
thumberland ; with the other principal noblemen 
of England , came and fwore fealty to him ; were 
received into favour, and were confirmed in the 
poffeffion of their eftates and dignitiesy ". Every- 
thing bore the appearance of peace and tranquillity ; 
and William had no other occupation than to 
give contentment to the foreigners who had 
^iffjfted him to mount the throne , and to his new 
fqbjeds , who had fo. readily fubmitted tohini. 

" Gul Pid, p. zq6. Order. Vitalis , p, 5Q3, 
** Gul. Pidtav. p. 208. Order, Vital, p. 506, 
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He had got pofTeflion ofthc treafure of Harold, c h a r. 
yrbich was confiderable; and being alfo fupplied iv. 
with rich prefents from the opulent men in all 10*7. 
parts of England, who were folicitous to gain the 
favour of their new fovereign, he diftributed great 
fums among his troops , and by this liberality 
gave them hopes of obtaining at length thofe 
more durable eftablilhments , which they bad 
expeded from his enterprize". The ecclefiaftics , 
both at home and abroad, had much forwarded 
his fuccefs ; and he failed not, in return, to exprefs 
his gratitude and devotion in the manner which 
was moft acceptable to them: He fent Harold's 
ftandard to the pope, accompanied with many 
valuable prefents: All the confiderable monafteries 
and churches )i> Ffanee, where-, prayers had 
been put up for his fuccefs , now tafted of his 
bounty '* : The Englilh monks found him well 
difpofed to favour their order : And he built a 
new convent near Haftings, which he called 
Battle-Abbey^ and which, on pretence offupporting 
monks to pray for his own foul , and for that 
of Harold , ferved as^ a lading memorial of his 
vidlory ^\ 

He introduced into England that ftri<5l execution 
of jjufticCj, for which liis adminiftration had bcej\ 

*• GuU Pi(ft. p. 2o6> ^ Ibid^ 

" Gul. Gemct. p. 288. Chron. Sax. p. 189. M. Weft. 
p* 226* M. Paris, p. 9. Diceto, p. 482. This convent^ 
was freed by him from all epifcopal jurifdidion. Monaft^ 
Ang. torn. I. p. ^Hy 312L 
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CHAP, much celebrated ia Normandy; and even during 
IV. this violenjt revolution , every diforder or oppreflion 
*^'* met with rigorous puniihment ". His army in 
particular was governed with fevere difcipline; 
and notwithflanding the infolence of vidory, 
* care was taken to give as little oflFen.ce as poIGble 
to the jealoufy of the vanquifhed. The king 
Appeared felicitous to unite in an amicable manner 
the Normans and the Englifli, by intermarriages and 
lalliances ; and all his new fubjedts who approached 
his perfon were received with affability and regard. 
No figns of fufpicion appeared, not even towards 
Edgar Atheling, the heir of the ancient royal 
family, whom William confirmed in the honours 
of earl of Oxford , conferred on him by Harold , 
and whom he afifeded to treat with the higheft 
kindnefs, as nephew to the Confeffor, his great 
friend and bcnefador. Though he confifcated 
the eftates of Harold , and of thofe who had 
fought in the battle of Haftings on the fide of 
that prince , whom jhe reprefented as an ufurper , 
he feemed willing to admit of every plaufible 
excufe for pad oppofition to his pretentions , and 
he received many into favour , who had carried 
arms againd him. He confirmed the liberties 
ind immunities of London and the other cities of 
England; and appeared defirous of replacing 
every thing on ancient eftablifhments. In his 
whole adminiftration, he bore the femblance of 
the lawful prince , not of the conqueror ; and the 

*^ GuL Plft. p. i?o8. Order- Vital, p. $06. 
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EngHfli began to flatter themfelvcs, that they hrid q b k w» 
changed , not the form of their government , but i v. 
the fucceflion only of their fovereigns, a matter *^^* 
vrhich gave them fmall concern. The better to 
reconcile his new fubjeAs to his authority, 
William made a progrefs through fom6 parts of 
England; and befides a fplendid court and majeftic 
prefence, which overawed the people, already 
ftruck with his military fame, the appearance of 
his clemency and juftice gained the approbation 
of the wife , attentive to the tirft fteps of their 
new fovereign. 

But amidft this confidence and friendihip , which 
he expreffed for the Englifh , the king took care 
to place all real power in the hands of his 
l^ormans, and ftill to keep poffeffion of the 
fword , to which , he was fenfible he had owed 
his advancement to fovereign authority. He 
difarmed the city of London and other places , 
which appeared moft warlike and populous; and 
building citadels in that capital, as well as in 
Winchcfter, Hereford, and the cities beft fituated 
for commanding the kingdom, he quartered 
Norman foldiers in all of them , and left no where 
any power able to refill or oppofe him. He beftowed 
the forfeited eftates on the rooft eminent of his 
captains, and cdabliflied funds for the payment 
of his foldiers. And thus ; while his civil adminiC- 
tration carried the, face of a legal roagiftrate^ 
his military inftitutions were thofe of a mafter 
and tyrant; at lead of one, ^ho referved ta 
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c H A ?. hijnfelf, whenever he pleafed, the power of 
IV. afluroing that charadker. 

By this mixture , however, of vigor and lenity, 
he had fo foothed the minds of the Englifb , that 
he thought he might fafely rcvifit his native 
country, and enjoy the triumph and congratulation 
of his ancient fubjeds. He left the adroiniftration 
in the hands of his uterine brother, Odo, bifliop 
of Baieux, and of William Fitz Ofberne. That their 
authority might be cxpofed to lefs danger, he 
carried over with him all th& moft confiderablc 
nobility of England, who, while they ferved to grace 
his court by their prefence and itiagnificent retinues, 
were in reality hoftages for thcj fidelity of the 
nation. Among thefe, were Edgar Atheling, 
Stigand the primate , the earls Edwin and IVlorcar, 
Waltheof, the fon of the brave eart Siward, 
with others, eminent for the greatnefs of their 
fortunes and families, or for their ecclefiiaftical 
and civil dignities. He was vifited at the abbey 
ofFefcamp, where he refided during fome time, 
by Rodulph, uncle to the king of France, and 
by many powerful princes and nobles, who, 
having contributed to his enterprize, were 
deflrous of participating in the joy and advantages 
of its fuccels. His Englilh courtiers , willing to 
ingratiate themfelves with their new fovereign^ 
outvied each otherin equipages and entertainments 
and made a difplay of riches, which ftruck the 
foreigners with aftonifhment. William of Poidiers^ 
a Norman hiftorian ", who was prefeut, fpcaks 



17 



P, 211 , 212. 
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with admiration of the beauty of their perfons , chap. 
the fize and workmanfhip of their filver plate, iv. 
the coftlinefs of their embroideries, an art in »o^'- 
which the Englifh then excelled ; and he expreffcs 
himfelfin fuch terms, as tend much to exalt our . 
idea of the opulence and cultij^tion of jhe peo- 
ple". Rut though every thing bore the face of joy 
and feftivity, and William himfelf treated his 
new courtiers with great appearance of kindnefs, 
it was impoffible altogether to prevent the in foience 
of the Normans ; and the Englifli nobles derived 
little fatisfadlion from thofe entertainments, where 
they confidered themfelves as led in triumph by 
their 'oftentatious conqueror. 

In England affairs took ftill a worfe turn ^;';^^"'^»;^ 
during the abfence of the fovereign. Difcontents luiu 
and complaints multiplied every where ; fccret 
confpiracies were entered into againft the govern- 
ment ; hoftilities were already begun in many 
places ; and every thing feemed to menace a 
revolution as rapid as that which had placed 
William on the throne. The hiftorian above 
mentioned, who is a panegyrift of his mafter, 
throws the blame entirely on the fickle and 
mutinous difpofition of the Englifh, and highly 

t 

'* As the hjftorfan chicfty infite on the filver plate , 
his panegyric cm the Englifh magnificence fhows only 
how incompetent a judge he was of the matter. > Silver 
was then of ten times the value , and was more than twenty 
times more rare than at prefent; and confequently , of all 
fpecies of luxury^ pli^te mult have bq^n the rarell. 
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II A P. celcbrntes the juflice and lenity of Odo's and Fitz 
IV. Ofbern's adminiftration ". But other hiftorians, 
1067. ^vjth more probability, impute die caufe chiefly 
to tlie Normans, who, dcfpifing a people that had 
fo eafily fubmittcd to the yoke, envying their 
riches , and grudging the reftraints impofed Upon 
their own nipine, were defirous of provoking 
them to a rebellion, by which they expefted to 
acquire new confifcations and forfeitures , and to 
gratify thofe unbounded hopes, which they had 
formed in entering on this entcrprize **. 

It is evident, that the chief reafon of this 
alteration in the fentiments of the Englifh , muft 
be afcribed to the departure of William, who 
was alone able to curb the violence of his captains, 
and to overawe the mutinies of the people. Nothing 
indeed appears moreftrange, than that this prince, 
in lefs than three months after the conqueft of a 
great, warlike, and turbulent nation, (hould abfent 
himfelf , in order to revifit his own country, 
which remained in profound tranquillity , and 
was not menaced by any of its neighbours ; and 
Ihould fo long leave his jealous fubjedls at the 
. mercy of an infolent and licentious army. Were 
we not alfured of the folidity of his genius, and 
the good fenfe difplayed in all other circumftances 
of his condud , we might afcribe this meafure to 
a vain oftentation , which rendered him impatient 
to difplay his pomp and mignificcncc among his 
ancient fubjcds. It is therefore more natural to 

" P. 212. '• Order. Vital, p. 507. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR- 317 

believe, that, in fo extraordinary a Hep, be w^s c h 4 ?. 
guided by! a concealed policy ; and that, though iv, 
he had thought proper at firft to allure the people ^067. 
to fubmiflion by the femblance of a legal adminif- 
tration, he found, that he could neither fatisfy 
bis rapacious captains, nor fecure his unftable 
government, without farther exerting the rights 
of conqueft, and feizing the poffcffions of the 
Englifh. In order to have a pretext for this violence, 
he endeavoured, without difcovcring his intentions, 
to provoke and allure them into infurredions, 
which, he thought, could never prove dang:erous, 
while he detained all the principal nobility in 
Normandy, while a great and victorious army- 
was quartered in England , and while he himfelf 
was fo near to fupprefs any tumult or rebellion. 
But as no ancient writer has afcribed this tyrannical 
puipofe to William, it fcarcely feems allowable, , 

from conjedlure alone, to throw fuch an imputation 
upon him. 

But whether we are to account for that meafurc Their infov^ 
from the king's vanity or from his policy , it was "«^«"»* 
the immediate caufe of all the calamities which 
the Englifh endured during this and the fubfequent 
reigns , and gave rife to thofe mutual jealoufies 
and animofities between them and the Normans, 
which were never appeafed , till a long trad of 
time had gradually united the two nations, and 
made them one people. The inhabitants of Kent, 
who had firft fubmitted to the Conqueror, were 
the firft that attempted to throw off the yoke ; 
and in confederacy with Euftace, count of Bologne^ 
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c fl A p. wKo hzd srfo h^^n dTzuftcd by the XcnEarw^ 
IV. thty rn^'ie an atrcrrpt, cr-oi:zh whho'Jt ticccts, 
M*7. on tn-r ?irrTon of Dover *'. tdric, the Forcftcr, 
v,hok pofftffocs lay ca the b2r.k5of tfceScvcme, 
be^ng provoked at the deprcAatioas of fbme 
Norman captains in his neighbourhood, formed 
an aliiancc with BIe:hyn and Rowalian, two 
Welfh princes; and endeavoured , with theif 
afliftance, to repel force by force ". But though 
thelc open boftilities were not very copfiderabley 
the dffaffcdion was general among the Engliib ^ 
who had become fenfible , though too late, of 
their defencelels condition, and began already to 
experience thofe infults and injuries, which a 
nation mud always exped, that allows itfelf to be 
reduced to that abjed fituation. A fecret confpiracy 
was entered into, to perpetrate in one day a general 
snafTacre of the Normans, like that which had 
formerly been executed upon the Danes; and the 
quarrel was become fo general and national, that 
the vaflals of carl Coxo, having defircd him to 
head them in an infurredion, and finding him 
rcfolutc in mainuining his fidelity to William ^ 
put him to death as a traitor to his country* 

Cecimb. c. '^ **^ '^'^^j informed of thefe dangerous diCcon* 
tents , haftened over to England ; and by his 
prefencc, and the vigorous mtafjres which he 
purfued, difconcerted all the fchemes of th^ 

• " Gul. Gemct p. 289. Order. Vital, p. 508. Atiglia 
Sacra, vol. i. p. 245. " Hoveden^ p. 450. M» Weft* 

. p. 226. ^xm. Duneim. p. 19^* 
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corifpirators. Such of them as had been ttiore c h a K 
violent in their mutiny betrayed their guilt, by iv. 
flying or concealing thenifelves; and the confif* w^7« . 
cation of their cftates, while it increafed the 
Dumber of malecontents , both enabled William to 
gratify farther the rapacityof his Norman captains,, 
and gave them the profped of new forfeitures and 
attainders. The king began to regard all hia 
Englifti fubjedls as inveterate and irreclaimable 
enemies; and thenceforth either embraced , or 
was more fully confirmed in the refolution , of 
feizing their poffeffions, and of reducing them to 
the moft abjedl flavery. Though the natural 
violence and feverity of his temper made him 
incapable of feeling any remorfe in the execution 
of this tyrannical purpofe , he had art enough to 
conceal his intention, and to preferve ftill fomc 
appearance of juftice in his oppreffioiis. He ordered 
all the Englilh , who had been arbitrarily expelled 
by the Normans , during his abfcnce, to be reftored 
.to their eftates *': But at the "^ fame time, he • 
impofed a general tax on the people, that of 
Danegelt , which had been aboUQied by the 
Confeffor; and which had always been extremely 
odious to the nation **. 

As the vigilance of William overawed the io^s. 
xnalecontents > their infurredions were more the 

*' Chron. Sax. p.. 173. This fa<ft is a fiill proof , that 
the Normans had committed great injuftice , and were the 
real caufe of the infurrcdions of the Englifh. 

** Hovcdcn,p. 450. Sim. Dp^eto,?. 1P7- Alur.BevtrL 
&» «7, ^ 
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CHIP* refult of an impatient humour in the people, than 
IV. of any regular confpiracy , which could give them 
1068, ^ rational hope of fuccefsi agaioft the eftablifbed 
power of the Normans. The inhabitants of ilxeter, 
inftigatcd by Githa, mother to king Harold , 
refufed to admit a Norman garrifon, and betak« 
ing themfelves to arms, were ftrengthened by the 
acceffion of the neighbouring inhabitants .of 
Devonfhire and Cornwal **• The king haftened 
with his forces to chaftife this revolt; and on 
his approach, the wifer and more confiderable 
citizens, fenfible of the unequal conted, perfuaded 
the people to fubmit, and to deliver hoftages for 
their obedience. A fudden mutiny of the populace 
broke this agreement; and William, appearing 
before the walls , ordered the eyes of one of the 
' hpftages to be put out^ as an earneft of that 
fe verity, which the rebels muft exped, if they 
perfevered in their revolt **. The inhabitants 
were anew feized with terror, and furrendering 
at difcretion , threw themfelves at the king's feet, 
and fupplicated his clemency and forgivenefs. 
William was not deftitute of generofity, when 
his temper was not hardened either by policy 
or paffion : He was prevailed on to pardon the 
rebels, and he fet guards on all the gates; in 
order to prevent the rapacity and infolence of 
his foldiery *'. Githa efcaped with her tfeafures 
to Flanders. The malecontents of CornwS imitated 
the example of Exeter, and met with like treatment : 

*' Order. Vital, p. 510. *' Ibid. *' Ibid. 

And • 
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And the king, baviog built a dudel in that city, c h. a. p* 
vrhich he put under the coaunand of Baldwin, iv. 
fon of earl Gilbert, returned to Wincheftcr, and *^^ 
difperfed his army into their quarters. He was 
here joined by hi» wife, Matilda, who had not 
before vifited England , and whom he now ordered 
to be crowned by archbifhop Aidred. Soon after, 
ihe brought him an acceflioa to his family, by 
the birth of a fourth fon , whom he named Henry. 
His three elder fons , Robert , Richard » and 
William, ftill refided in Normandy. 

But though the kiag appeared thus fortunate 
both in public and domel^c life, the difcontents 
of his Englifh fubjeds augqientcd daily ; and the 
injuries, committed and fu£fered on both fides , 
rendered the quarrel between them and the 
Nornwis abfolutely incurable. The infolence of 
vidlorious mafters , difperfed throughout the 
kingdom , feemed intolerable to the natives ; an4 
wherever they found the Normans , feparate or 
affembled in fmall bodies, they fecretly fet upon 
them, and gratified their vengeance by the flaughter 
of their enemies. But an infurredion in the north 
drew, thither the general attention , and feemed 
to threaten more important confequences. Fdwii^ 
and Morcaf appeared at the head of this rebellion; 
and thefe potent noblemen, before they took 
arms , fiipulated for foreign fuccours , from their 
nephew Blethin, prince of North Wales, from 
Malcolm , king of Scotland , and from Sweyn , 
king of Denmark. Befides the general difcontent^ 
which had feized the«£ngliihi the two earls were 
Vol. r T 
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inclt^ff tfo tfii^rri^ltrbjrpriviate ir^uHes.* Wflfiam, 
in nrdcT tc? infftTrc tfierti WhVirrtefcfts,' liad, 'od 
^'''^' fiis acScflfronV'profnifcd In's daughter in maffiage 
(o'fedwin; Sut either lie had never ?criotiny 
intended to perform' this engagement,' or having 
changed* hLs plan of adminiftration in England from 
therfltnty to rigor, lie thought it was to little 
purpoTe, ifli^gafned'one family, while be enraged 

i he whole, nation. When Edwin, therefore, 
fenewied Misapplications, he gave him an abfolute 
denial **^ ancj this difappointment, added to fo 
inany 6ther retifons of difguft, induced that noble^ 
fnan and His brother to concur with their' inccnfed 
Conntrymen, ind m make one general effott'for 
the* rec^overy of their ancient liberties. William 
Jcnew tfi^ importknce of celerity in quelling an 
Infurredion, fuppqrted by fudl powerful feeders, 
iind for agreeable to the wifhes of the pe6ple; 
and having bis trbops always in readinefs, he 
kdvSnted by gr^at journies to the? north. On his 
frbrcli' iie gaVe' orders to fortify the c^ftlfc of 
Warwic, of which he left Hehry dc Beaumont 
|:overnor , and that of Nottingham , whicH he 
cortimitted to the aiftody of William Peverell, 
infether No*rm:m. captain **. He reached York 
before the rebels were in any condition for refift- 
ancp', 6f .>vere joined by any ,of the foreign 
fiTtcoiirs,, which ih^ty expefted, except afitialt 
. fcm^rceiiifent from/ Wales '**;' and' the two eark 
fouYi'd itp mcans^ of fafety , blit having rccourfe 14 

•••*''Ofde(vVaal.-p. 511. .■■;••- Ibid." ' ,** Ibii ' " 
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the clemency of the vidlor. Archil, a potent chap. 
nobleman in thofe parts ^ imitated their example, iv. 
and delivered his fon a? a hoflage for his fide- icas. 
lity"rPor were the pt-ople, thus deferted by 
\their leaders, able to make any farther refiftance. 
JSut the treatment , which William gave the chiefs, 
•was very different from that wjbich fell to the 
ftare of their folk)^yers. Hq obferved religioufly 
4dbe:tefms, which he had granted to the former; 
mad' ailowed them , for the prefent , to keep pot 
Ifcflioo of ,their eftatea ; but he extended the rigors 
0f his confifcations over the latter, and gaVe 
away their lands to his foreign adventurers. 
TThefe , planted throughout the whole country, 
«nd in poffeffion of the military power, left - 
Edwin and Morcar, whom he pretended to fpare, 
deftitute of all fupport , and ready to fall , when- 
j^ver ,be fhould think proper to command their 
fuin, A peace, which he made with Malcolm, 
Mho did him homage for Cumberland, feemed, 
at the fame time , to deprive them of all profpedl 
of foreign affiflance **. 

The Englifli were now fenfible that their final ^J^?!***' 
xJeltruCuon was mtended; and that, initeaa 01 a govcramcat. 
£avei)eign, whom they had hoped to ' gain by 
their fubmiffion, they had umely furrendcred 
themfelves, without refiftance, to a tyrant and a 
.conqueror. Though the early confifcation of 
Harolds followers might feem iniquitous^ being 
ioflided on men who had never fWorn fealty to 

> V Ox<te» Vital.p.511. •* Ibid. 

Ya 
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CHAP, the duke of Normandy, who were ignorant of his 
IV. pretcnfions, and who only fought in defence of 
*^*' the government, whrch they themfelves had 
eftabliihed in their own country: Ytt were thcfe 
rigors, however contrary to the ancient Saxoft 
laws,, excufed on account of the urgent ticceffities 
hi the prince ; aiid thofc who were not involved 
in the prefcnt ruin, hoped, that they fliould 
thenceforth enjoy without inoleftation their pot 
ieflions and thisir dignities. But the fuocellive 
deftrudion of fo many other fanwlies convinced 
then) , that the king intended to rely entirely on 
the liippott and affedions of foreigners ; and they 
forefaw new forfeitures ^ attainders, and acfb of 
violence^ as the neceflary refult of this deftmdiive 
plan of adminifbration. They obferved , that no 
£ngli{hman poffefTed Iris confrdenoe, or was 
entrufted with any command or authority; and 
that die ftrangers, whom a rrgorons difcipiine 
could have but iH reftrained, were enconraged ia 
their inference and tynuiny againft them. The 
eafy fubmiflion of the kingdom xyn its fhrft inva- 
fion liad expofed the natives to contempt; the 
fiibfequetit proofs oiF theii* animofity and refent^ 
vent had made diem the t>bje6t of iiatred; and 
they were now deprived of every expedient , by 
which they could hope to make diemCelves either 
regarded or beloved by their fovereign. Impreflfed 
with the fenfe of this dilinal fituadon, many 
Engliihmea fled into foreign countries, with aa 
intendon of pafling their lives abroad free fron^ 
oppreifion, or of xetumixig on a fitvourabk 
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opportunity to afldft their friends io the recovery chap. 
of their native liberties ". Edgar Atbeling himfelf, iv. 
dreading the infidious carefles of William, was ^^^ 
perAiaded by Colpatric, a powerful Nbr(hun)bri^j>^ 
to efcape with him into Scotland; and he carried 
thither his two fillers , Margaret and Cbriftina. 
They were well received by Malcolm , who fooA 
after elpouled Margaret, the elder fifter; and 
partly with a view of ftrengthening his kingdom 
by the acceflion of fo many ftr^gers , partly in 
hopes of employing them againd the. growing 
power of William , he gave great countenance . 
to all the Englilb exiles. Maqy of them fettled 
there ; and l^id the foundation of families, which 
afterwaixls made a figuite in that counti^.* 

While the Englifh; fgffered under thefe oppref- 
fions, even the foreigners were not much al 
their eale; but finding themfelves furrounded on 
all hands, by enraged enemiiCSs who took Qvery 
advanuge againd them,. and menaced them wi^h 
fiill more bloody effedb of die public refentment,, 
they began to wifh again for the tranquillity and 
fccurity of their native country, Hugh de Grent^ 
mefnil, and Humphry de Teliol, though entruAed 
with great comm4nds, defired to^ be dilmiffed 
the fervice ; and Come others imitated their exam-^ 
pic : A dcfertioo \ji:hich was highly refented by 
the king, and which he ppnifhed by the coniifca- 
tion of all their pofleflions in England **. But: 

" Ordjer. VitaL. p. 508. M. Weft, p. 21^. M..Pafis, 
p. 4. Sim. Dun. p. 197, '* Ordier, Vijcalis , p. 51Z. 

Yj 
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CHAP. WiHiam's bounty to his followers cpuld not fail 
IV. of alluring many new advehturers into his fervice; 
nnd the rage of the vartquiflied Kngrlifli fervcd 
only to excite the attention of the king and thofe 
warlike chiefs; and keep them in readinefs to fup- 
prcfs every commencement of domcftic rebellion 
6r foreign invafion- 
ro69. I r was not long before they found occupation 

for their prowefs and military condudl. Godwin, 
Edmond , and Magnus , three fons of Ha,rold , had , 
immediately after the defeat at Haftings, fought 
a retreat in Ireland; where, having met with a 
kind reception from Dermot and other princes of 
that country , they projedled an invafion on Eng- 
land, arid they hoped that all the exiles from 
Denmark, Scotland, and Wales, aflifted by 
forces from tbefefeveral countries, would at once 
commence hoftilitics, and roufe the indignation 
of the Englilh againft their haughty conquerors. 
They landed in Dcvonfhirc; but found Brian, 
fon of the <5piu>t of Britanny, at the head of fome 
foreign trobps,* ready to oppofc them] and being 
defeated in feveral adlions, they were obliged 
to retreat to their fhips, and to return with great 
lofs to Ireland ". The efforts of the Normans 
were now direfted to the north, where affairs 
had fallen into the utmoft confufion. The more 
impatient of the' Northuir.brians had attacked 
Robert de Comyn, who was appointed governor 

" Gul Gemet p. 1290. Order. Vital, p. 513. Anglia^ 
.Sacra, vol. i. p.' 346. 
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of Durham \ and gmniog thq -adviin|ag€' oyer c : b. a w 
liim from hjis negligence » they put hiiw u> <leati> i.v; 
in tlrat city., with fevea hundred of his foJJow- rosa^r. 
ers^'*, Tbis.fucccfs animatetl the inji^kjitants 
of York, who, rifing in arms,, flew Robert 
HtZ'Richard, their governor "; and befifged in 
thecaftje, William Mallet, on whom rii^ com-> 
mand now devolved. A little after, the Daniflii 
troops landed fro^!^300 veffck: Oft)©me,;biX)tl>eft 
to king Sweyo , was entrufted with tl>e comca.and,- 
of thefe forces, and he was accompanjec;^ 4>y. 
Uecold and Canute, two fons of that moD^rchig 
Kd^a- Atheling appeared from Scotland, and 
boought along with him Cofpatric, Waltjieof,- 
SKvard, Bearne, iVlerlefwaiD, Adelin , wd other 
leaders, who, partly from the hopes >VhJch they 
gave of Scottifti fuccours, partly from their 
authority in thofe parts, cafily perfuaded the 
warlike and difcontented Northtirobfiaiii to join- 
the infurreftion. Mallet, that he might, better, 
provide for the defence of tie citadel of York,*, 
fet fire to fbmc -ho^ifes, wlwch lay^soDtaguoui^r 
but this expedient proved the immediate caiffe 
of his deftrudion. The flames, fprcading -qnto^ 
the neighbouring flrcets, reduced . the whole- 
city to aflics: The enraged inhabitants 5 ajded: 
by the Danes, took advantage of tb© confuSoiv 
to attack the.cafUe^ iwhich thejr'iariaojUiy^lifEiolt;^ 

'* Order. Vitali p. 512. dirori. d5 Blailr. 'p. 116. 
Hovedcn, p. 450. M. Pads, p. 5. Sim. Dun. p, 198. ' 
'' Order, Vital, p. 512. , 

Y4 
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c R A P» and the girrifon, to tbe nqmber of 3000 mtn^ 
XV. was pot to the fword without mercy **• 
io*>. This fticccfs^ proved a fignal to xiiany other 

parts of England , and gal^e the people an oppor- 
tunity of fhowing their malevolence to the 
Kormans* Hereward , a nobleman in Eaft-Anglia , 
celebrated for valour, ailbmbled his followers, 
and taking (belter in the Ifle of Ely , made inroadp 
on all the neighbouring country '% The Engliib 
in the counties of Somerfet and Dorfet rofe ih 
arms, and aflaulted Montacute, the Norman 
governor ; while the inhabitants of Comwal and 
Devon inveded Exettr, which ,froro the memory 
of William's clemency , ftill remamed faithful to 
him. Edric, the forefter, calling in the afTrftance 
of the Wellh , laid fiege to Shrewsbury , and made 
bead againft earl Brient and Fiu-Ofberne , who 
commanded in thofc quarters **. CThe Engliflb 
every where, repenting their former eafy fubmif> 
fion, feemed determined to make by concert 
one great effort for the recovery of their liberties , 
and for the txpulfion of their oppreflbrs, 

William, undifmayed amidft this fceoe of cou- 
fuiion, aflembled his iforces, and animating them 
vrith the profped of new confifcations and forfeit- 
ures, he marched againft the rebels in the north, 
vrhom be regarded as the moft formidable, and 
vrhok defeat ha knew would ftrike a terror into 

•• Older Vital p. 513. Hovedcn, p. 451. 

'* IngulE p. ji. Chron. Abb. St Petri de Burgo ^ p« 4f. 

*• Order. Vital p. 514. 
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all the otber tnalecontcots. Joining policy to force , c u kV. 
be tried, before bis approach » to weaken the t^- 
enemy, by detaching die Danes from them; and '^'' 
he engaged OAeme, by large prtfents, and 1^ 
offering him the liberty of plundering the iea-coaft , 
to retire, without committing farther hoftilhies, 
into Denmaric *'. Cofpatric aMb , in defpair of 
iuccefs, made his peace with the king, and paying 
a fum of money as an atonenoentfor bis infurrec* 
tion , was received into fsivoor , and even invefted 
with the earldom of Northumberland. Waltheof , 
who long defended York with great courage , was 
allured with this appearance of clemency; and as 
William knew how to efteem valour even in an 
enemy, that nobleman had no reafon to repent of 
this confidence **. Even Edric, cdmpcllcd by 
ncccfljty, fubmitted to the Conqueror , and receiv- 
ed forgivenefe, which was foon after followed 
by fome degree of truft and favour. Malcolm , 
coming too late to fupport his confederates, was 
conftrained to retire ; and all the Englifh rebels in 
other parts, except Hereward, who ftill kept in 
his faftnefles , difpeifed themfelves , and left the 
Normans undifputed maflers of the kingdom. 
Edgar Atheling , with his followers , fought again 
a retreat in Scotland from the purfuit of bis 
enemies. 



. *' Hovcden, p. 451. Chron. Abb. St. Petri deBiif|o, 
p. 47. Sim. Duiu p. 199. 

^* Malinef. p. 104. H. Hunt, p^ 369. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



330 HIS TO-RYtOF ENGL AND. 



I07«. 
New rigsrg 
of the go- 
▼erainent. 



c II A r. But the fccming cle'moncy of William' towards 
IV. the Hnglifh kader;* proceeded only irotn artifice, 
or frpm his efteem of individuals: His heart was 
hardened againft all: . •cwJpaffioii towards the 
people; Jind*he fcruplfed no tneafure^ however 
violent or fevere , which feemed re ^uifite to 
fupport his plaa of tyrannical adminiftratioD. 
Senfible of the reftlefo difpofmon of the Norths 
umbrians, he determined to incapacitate thcnv 
ever after from giving him difturbance, and he 
iffued orders for laying entirely wafte that fertile 
country, which, for the extent of fixty .miles, 
lies between the Humber and the Tees *'. The 
houfes were reduced to alhes by the mercilefs 
Normans; the cattle feired and driven away; the 
• inftruments ofhufbandry deftroyed; and the inha- 
bitants compelled either to feek for a fubfiftencc 
in the fouthern part* of Scotland , or if they 
lingered in England , from a reludance to abandon 
their ancient habitations, they perilhed mifcrably 
in the wood< from cold and hunger. The lives 
of a hundred thoafand perfons arc computed to* 
have been (acrificed to this ftroke of barbarous 
policy **, which, by feeking a remedy for a tem- 
porary evil , thus inflided a laf^g wound on the 
power and populoufnefs of the nation.. 



*' Chron. Sax. p. 174. Ingulf, p. 79. Malmef. p. 10.^. 
Hoveden, p. 451. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 47. 
M. Paris, p. 5. Sim. Dun. p. 119. Brompton , p. 966. 
Knyghton, p. 2344. AngUa Sacra . 70L !• p. 70:^ 

** Order. Vital, p. 515. 
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But William, finding himfelf entirely' matter of c H a* p. 
a people, who had given him fuch fenfible proofs I v. 
of their impotent rage and animofity , now refolved 1 ^^^^' 
to proceed\to extremities againtt all the natives 
of England i and to reduce them to a condition, ^ 
in which they fhould no longer be formidable to 
his government. The infurredions and confpira- 
cies in fo many parts of the kingdom had involved 
the bulk of the landed proprietors, more or lefs, 
in the guilt of treafon; and the king took advan* 
tage of executing againtt them, with the utmoft 
rigor, the laws of forfeiture and attainder^ 
1 heir lives were indeed commonly fpared ; but 
their eftates were confifcated, and either annexed 
to the royal demefnes, or conferred with the moft 
profufe bounty on the Normans and other foreign- 
ers *'. While the king's declared intention was 
to dcprefs or rather entirely extirpate the Englifh 
gentry ^* , it is eafy to believe that fcarcely the 
form of juftice would be obferved in thofe violent 
proceedings*'; and that any fufpicions ferved as 
the. moft undoubted proofs of guilt againtt a 
people thus devoted to deftrudlion. It was crime 
fufficient in an KngJifhman to be opulent or 
nobJe or powerful; and the policy of the king, 
concuiTing with the rapacity of foreign adven- 
turers , produced almoft a total revolution in the 
landed property of the kingdom. Ancient and 
honourable families were reduced to beggary; 

"^ Malmef. p. 104. *' H. Hunt p. 370. 
'*' See note [H3 atthe end of the vohime. 
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Chap. At nobles themfdves were every where treated 
IV. with ignominy and contempt; they had the 
^^' mortification of feeing their caflles and manors 
pofTefTed by Normans of the meaneft birth and 
loweft Rations*'; and they found themfelves 
carefully exclude^ from every road, which led 
cither to riches or preferment*'. 
lntrodactlo« As powcr naturally follows property ^ this 
cmeffttdai revolution alone gave great fecurity to the 
foreigners ; but William, by the new inftitudons* 
which he eftablilhed , took alfo care to retain for 
ever the mih'tary authority in thofe hands, which 
had enabled him to fubdue the kingdom. He 
introduced into England the feudal law , which 
he found eftablilhed in France and Normandy, 
tnd which , during that Age , was the foundation 
both of the ftability and of the diforders , in 
iDoft of the monarchial governments of Europe. 
He divided all the lands of England , with very 
few exceptions , befide the royal demefnes , inta 
baronies ; and he conferred thefe , with the re* 
fervation of ftated fervices and payments , oa 
the moft confiderable of his adventurers. Thefe 
great barons , who held immediately of the 
crown , (hared out a great part of their lands ta 
other foreigners , who were denominated knights 
or vaflals , and who paid their lord the i^mc 
duty and fubmiilion in peace and war , which 
he himfelf owed to his fovereign. The whole 

*• Order. Vitsdia, p. 521- M. Weft. p. 2ZCf. 
^* See note £1 j at the end of the voliunc* 
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kingdom contained about 700 chief tenants , and c H a. F* 
60^215 knights-fees '*; and as none of the native iv« 
Englifli were admitted into the firft rank, the i©?^ 
few , who retained their landed property , were 
gJad to be received into the fecond , and under 
the protedlion of fome powerful Norman , to 
load themfelves and their poftcrity with this 
grievous burthen , for eftates which they had 
received free from their anceftors *\ The fmaU 
mixture of Engliih , which entered into this civil 
or military fabric , [for it partook of both fpecies ) 
was fo reftrained by fubordination under* th# 
foreigners , that the . iNorman dominion feemed 
now to be fixed on the moft durable bafis , ai^d 
to defy all the efforts of its eoeroies^ 

Th£ better to , unite the parts of the govern- 
ment , and to bind them into one fyftem , which 
might ferve both for defence againft foreigners , 
and for the fupport of domeftic tranquillity ^ , 
William reduced the eccleiaallical revenues 
under the fame feudal law ; and though he 
had courted the church on his invafion and 
acceflion , he now fubjeded it to iervices , which 
the clergy regarded as a grievous flavery , and 
as totally unbefitting their profeflion. Thf 
bifhops and abbots were obliged, when required, 
to furnifh to the king during war a number of 

'• Order. Vital, p. 523. Secrettim Abbads , apod Sdden, 
Titles of Honour , p. 573- SpeIliiLGlo£ in verbo Feodum. 
Sir Robert Cotton. 

'' M. Weft. p. 225. M. Paris, 9. 4. Bnicton, li^. i. 
e^. II. mmh, i. Fleu^ lib. i. cap^ $. jl 3. 
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CHAP. -knightS'or fnilitary tenants ; proportionerf to the 

IV. Extent of property pofTefTed by each fee or abbey; 

•K>7d and they -were liable , in cafe of failure , to the 

fame penalties >X^hich were exacSed from tthe laity ^*. 
-The pope and theecolefiaftics exclaimed agatnft 
^this' tyranny , as they called it; but the king's 
^authority was fo well eftablilhed over the ai'my , 
Who held every thing from his bounty ,' that 
'fuperftitk)n itfelf, even in that age/wheti it was 
'moft preValenft , was conftrained to bend urrdeir 
'his fuperior influence. 

• But as the g^reat body of the clergy Wre ft'ill 
•natives , the fcm^ had rhtjch ^eafon*^to dread tht 
^effiedls^ of' their refentment : He therefofe tifed 

the precaution of expelling the En^Iilh frbrn aH 
"(Ke cdnfiderable -dignifie^-y^ artd of advihiing 
tforeigne^s in tbeif place.' The p'aftiality 'oF the 
cConfefTor towards the Norttians harf^beeii A>^eat*, 
'that, aided' by their fujiericn*' learning' ,'^ ft ^?id 

promoted (them to many' df thfe fees in England; 

and eveii^ bef<5Te ■ the petiod of the coni^ueft, 

fcarcely more than fix or feveh of the prelates 
*were natives^ of the country. But amcmg thefe 

was Stngand , archbifhop of Canterbury ; a man, 
^ho , by his addrefs and vigor ; by the great- 

nefs of his family and alliances, by the extent of 
. -fcis -poffleflions , as weH as by the dignity of his 

office, and his authority apiong the English ^, gave 
•Jealoufy to the king . Though William had, 

on his ' acceflion , affronted this prelate , by 

'* M. Paris; ^ $«/Angiia'JSticra^.YoL !• lu a4S. >^ 
" Parker , p. i6u 
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%m ploy rng the arcWbifhcp of York to officiate at C h a P. 
fiK confecration ; hfe \Cas (^nrefol , on other oc- iv. 
ctrfion^ , ^to^ load hirh with honours and ifareffes , »07o* 
Snd to avoid giving "him farther offence *till the 
f^pportnnitjr fhould offier of effedliiig 'his final 
fldb*Li\ftipn ''^; The fiippreflion of the late re- 
fccHiotIs, and the total fubjecftion' of the B'nglifh, 
rnade him hqpe, that an attempt agartift Stiga'nd, 
liowcver violeht,Avould be covered by his great 
fuctelFes^ , and be overlooked amidft thfe other 
important revoIutiDn*; , which feffeAed fo deeply 
'the property -ancf^iibjBrty of the kingdom. Yet, 
tiotwithftanding thde" great advantages, he did 
iiot think it fafe to violate the reverence ufually 
jpiiid to the primate / but uiixJer cbver ^f a new 
fupeHlitron , which he 'was the great inflrliment 
of itrtroducing intd'England. 

The dodlrine , which exalted the papacy above jnnovatio» 
all human power, had gradually diffufed itfelf »^ «<^<?*«^>^p' 
from the city and court of Rome ; and was , menu ^^*^*' 
during that age , much more prevalent in the 
foul hem than in the northern kingdoms of Europf. 
Pope Alexander , who had aflifted William in 
his conqaefts , naturally lexpeded, thft the French 
atrd Normans would import into ^^"g^^nd ^ the 
fahie reverence for his fafcred charaijter , yith which 
they were impreffcd in their own codatry ; and 
Wduftlbreak the^fpirftual, as well as' civil inde- 
t)erfacHey of the S^xcrns, wfco had hitherto coti- 
duded their ecclefiaftical government, with an 
a[cktioWlcdgment iSdcfif of primal^ m the feo of 
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CHAP. Rome « but wicbout much idea of its title to domi^ 
IV. pioQ or authority. As fooo» therefore, as the 
^^^^ NormaQ prince Deemed fully eftablifbed on the 
throne, liie Pope difpatched Ermenfroy, biihop 
of SioQ t as his legate into England ; and this 
prelate was the firft that had ever appeared with 
that chara&er in any part of the BritiQi iflaods. 
The king, though he was. probably led by 
principle to pay this fubmiffion to Rome , deter* 
mined, as is ufual, to employ the incidjent as a 
means of ferving his political purpofes , and of 
degrading thofe Koglilh prelates , who were 
become obnoxious to him. The ^gate fubmitted 
to become the inftrument of his tytanny ; and 
thought y that the more violent the exeriioa ci 
power , the more certainly did it confirm the 
autiiority of that court, from which he derived 
his commiflion. He fummoned , therefore , a 
council of the prelates aod abbots at Winchefter ; 
and being affifted by two cardinals , Peter and 
John , he cited before him Stigand , archbilhop 
of Canterbury , to anfwer f<;u: his condud. The 
primate was accufed of three crimes ; the holding 
of the fee of Winchefter together with that of 
Canterbury ; the officiating in the.pall4>f Robert, 
his, predeceffor ; and the having received his 
own pall from Benedi(fl IX. who w^ afterwards 
depofed for fimony , and for intrufion into the 
papacy ". Thefe crimes oi Stigand were mere 



" Hovedett p. 453* Dicrto^ p. 482. Knyghton, p, 
2345. AngUa SScra. vol. i\ pi 5 , 6. Ypoi Neuft. p. 438, 



pretences ; 



\ 
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firetenGcs ; fince the iirft had been a pradb'ce not; chap. 
unufual in England , and was never any where ^ jy. 
fubjedled to a higher penalty than a refignatioa xo7«* 
of one of the fees ; the fecond was a pure cere- 
monial I and as Benedid was the only pope who 
then officiated , and his afts were never repealed , 
all the prelates of the church, efpecially thofe 
who lay at a diftance , were excufabie for making 
their applications to him. Stigand's ruin^ however, 
was refolved on « and was profecuted with great 
Severity. The legate degraded him from his 
dignity : The king confifcated his* edate , and 
caft him into prifon , where he continued , in 
poverty and want , during the remainder of his 
life. Like rigor was exercifed againft the other 
Englilh prelates: Ageh-ic, bifhop of Selefy, and 
Agelmare » of Elmbam , were depofed by the 
legate, and imprifoned by the king. M^iy 
confiderable abbots fhared the fame fate : Egelwin , 
biOiop of Durhaito , fled the kingdom : Wuldan , 
of Worcefter ^ a man of an inoffenfive charader , 
was the only Englifh prelate that efcaped thii 
general profcription '' , and remained in poiTeffioa 
oi his dignity. Aldred, archbifhop of York, 

'* Brompton relates , that Vulftan was alfo deprived by 
the fynod; but refufing to deliver his paftoral ftaff and 
ring to any -but the peribn from whom he firft received it , 
he went immediately to king Edwards tomb, and flruck 
Ae ftaSF deeply into the ftone , that none but himrelf was 
able to puU it out : Upon which he was allowed to keep 
,his bifliopric. This inftance may ferve, inllead of many, 
as a fpecimen of the monkilh miracles. Sec alfo the Annals 
of Burton, p. 284* 

Vol. I. Z 
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« H A p. yrho had fct die crown on William's htad , haff 

IV* died a little before of grief and vexation , and 

**^'®' had left his maledidioti to that prince , on account 

of the bteafch 6f his coronation-oath , arid of the 

extrcnlc tyraniiy Svith ^vhich , he faw , he Wiis 

determined to treat his Englifli fbbjctas ''. 

It wis a fixed maxim in this reign ^ as well 
^ in fome of the ftibfeqtient, that no native of 
the ifland fliould ever be advanced to any dignity, 
ecclefiaftickl , civil, or military ". The king 
therefore , upon Stigand's depofition, promoted 
LJirifrailc , a Milanefe motik j celebrated for hi*' 
kariling and piety , to the vacant fee. This 
prelate was tigid in defending the prerogatives 
of his ftation ; and Ifter a long procefs before 
tiie pCpe, he obliged Thomas , a Norman monk, 
who had been appointed to the fee of York , 
t6 acknowledge the primacy of the archbiflhop of* 
Canterbury. Where ambition can be fo happy 
^s to tovci* its ^nterprizes , even to the pcrfort' 
himfelf, linder the appearance of prihciple, it is 
the moft incurable and inflexible of all hiimafi 
piaflions. Hefted Lanfranc's z^al in promoting 
the inferefls of the papacy , by which he himfcif 
augmented his own authority, was indefatigable; 
ahd met with proportionable fuccejfs. The devoted 
attachment to Rome continually increafed iit 
England ; and being favoured by the fentiments 
of the conquerors, as well as by tlie monafUc 

*^ Malmef. dc gdt Pont* p. I54-* 
^ *• ingulf, p. 70, fU 
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cftablifhmejits forrncrly Untrodticed by Edired and c h a p« 
by Edgar , it foon reached the fame, height ^ at iv, 
Mrhich it had, during^fonie time^ ftood in France ^^^^^ 
and Italy '^ Vlt fefter^ards went much farther j 
being; favoured by that vefy .qewote fituation; 
Vrhich Ji^d at firft obftrudked itsfprogrcfs ; and 
being lefs checked by knowledge and a liberal 
education , vrhich were ftili fomewhat more cOm^ 
moti in the fouthem countries* ■ . . ♦ > 

The prevalence of this fupcrftitious: ^irit 
became, dangerous to fome of WiUiart^s fuccefibrs, 
and incommodious to mod of ^^em hBut^ die 
arbitrary fway of this king over the-^Etigl^fh,' and 
bis extenftve authority* oVer the fireigner^i >, kept 
him from feeling any immediate inconveniiencies 
from it. He retained the church in great |ub* 
jedion , Is rWell as hisofay . fubje<as i and vi(S%}d 
allow none), :of wban^er icharadker , to d^put^ ' 
his loiefeigtJrr>witfc ancfivpleafure* He j prohibited 
hb-^ fubjfecfe firbfli tackopwledgiiig any otie for 
popd whom ^'he* iiimfelf had not previoufly re- 
ceived t He required , that all the ecclefiaftical 
canons ^ voted in any fynod , ihbuld firft be laid 
before him , and be ratified by his authority : 
Evtn bulls ot letters from Rome could not legally 
be produced , till they received the fame fandlion^: 
And none of his miniders or barons , whatever 
offences they were guilty of, cbuld be fubjedled 

^* M. Weft. p. 228. Lanfranc wrote in defence of the 
teal prefenee againft Berengarius ; and in thofe ages of fh&- 
pidity and igflorance, he Was greatly applauded ibr that 
performance. 

Z Z 
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« H A p. to fptritual ienfurc's , tiH the bimfelf bsid given 

IV. his confcnt to their excdmawnicatten /*. Thcfc 

• lore* regulation^ were .worthy of a fovcreign , and 

kept united the civil and ecclefiaftical poKvirs, 

which the prifKipJcsv^ introxfuced by this prince 

hirafclf » had anrnnni6diate tendency to fe^arate. 

BtJT the £nglilh had tlie cruel mbrtiiication to 
find, that their king's autliority , however acqunred 
or however extended , was all employed in their 
oppi^flion ; and that the fchem^ of their lub* 
jedion , attended with every circuoiftance of 
infult and: indignity *' , was deliberately formed 
by the prince, and wantonly profecuted by his 
follow.ers ". .William had even entertained th^ 
difficult proje<fl of tptally. abolifhing the- Englifli 
language ; and , fot that purpofei, -iie ordered , 
tbft^ in all fchools thtoughout 'the kingdom , 
(be youth .ikould bf linftradled in ,thc: Jrcnch 
tongue , a pradlice -wh^h was ^oiitimied froni 
^uftom till after the trtgii c^ Edward IIL and 
was never indeed totally difcofttinuedin England. 
The pleadings in the fuprerne courts of judicature 
Were in French '* : The deeds were often drawn 
in the fame language : The laws were compofed 
in that idiom '* : No other tongue was ufcd at 
court : It became the language of all fafhionable 

'• Eadiner, p. 6. ^' Order. Vital, p. 523. H. Hunt 

p. 370. " Ingulf, p. 71. 

'* 36. Ed. III. cap. 15. Selden.SpiciIeg. ai Eadracr, 
p. 189- Fortefcue de laud. leg. Angl. cap. 48, 
f* Cfiroiu Rothom. A. D. 1066, 
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company ; and the Englifli themfelves , affiamed c 9 ▲ ?; 
of their own country , affedled to excel in that 17. 
foreign diaJedl« From this attention of William^ 
and from the extenfive foreign dominions , long 
annexed to the crown of England , proceeded that 
mixture of French , which is at prefent to be 
found iq the Englilh tongue , and which compofet 
^hc grcateft and beft part of our language. But 
amidft thofe endeavours to deprels the Englifh 
nation, the king, moved by the remonftrances 
of foroe of his prelates , and by the earned defires 
of the people , reftored a few of the laws of 
king Edward ** ; which , though feemingly o£ 
no /great importance towards the protedion of 
general liberty , gave them extreme fatisfadion « 
r.s a memorial of their ancient government , and 
an unufual mark of complaifance in their imperious 
conquerors **. 

The fituation of the two gt-eat carls » Morcar *^7X. 
and Edwin , became now very dilagreeable. 
Though they bad retained their allegiance , during ^ 

this general infurredion of their countrymen , 
they had not gained the king's confidence , and 
they found themfelves expofed to the malignity of 
the courtiers , who envied them on account of their 
opulence and greatnefs , and at the fame time in* 
volved them in that general contempt which they 
entertained for the Englifh. Senfible that they 

*' Ingulf, p. 88. Brompton , p. 982. Knyghton . p. 2355. 
Hoveden, p, 6oo» ** Sec note [K] at the end rf 

^e volume. 

Z3 
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CHAP, had entirely loft, thdf dignity, and copld not 

IT. even hope to remain long in fafety ; they deter* 

roru mined , though too late , to (hare the fame fate 

with their countrymen. While Edwin retired to . 

his eftate in the north , with a view of commen-^ 

ciiig an infurredion , Moroar took fhelter in the 

Ifle of Ely with the brave Here ward, who, 

fecured by the inaccefilble fituation of the place, 

ilill defended himfelf againft the Normans. Bui, 

this attempt ferved only to accelerate the ruin of 

the few Englifh , who had hitherto been able to 

preferve their rank or fortune during the paft 

convulfions. William employed all his endeavours 

to fubdue the Ifle of Ely ; and having furrounded 

it with flat-bottomed boats \ and made a caufeway 

through the morafles to the extent of two miles, 

he obliged the rebels to furrender at difcretion. 

Here ward alone forced his way, fword in hand, 

through the enemy ; and ftill continued his 

hoftilities by fea againft the Normans , till at laft 

William , charmed with his bravery , received 

bim into favour, and reftored him to his eftate. Earl 

Morcar, and EgeJwin, biihop of Durham, who 

bad joined the malecontents , were thrown into 

pfifon, and the latter fodn alter died in confinement. 

Edwin , attempting to make bis efcape into 

Scotland, was betrayed by fomeof his followers, 

apd was killed by a party of Normans , to the 

great afflidion of the Englifh , and eVen to that 

I of William t who paid a tribute of generous 

tears to the mcmopy of this gallai>t gnd beautiful 

youth. The king of Scotland ,^ in hopes of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. . 34$ 

profiting by tljefe convulfiqns, had feUen upon c. H a p. 

th^ northern counties ; but on the approach of iv. 

William he retired ; and when the king entered 

his country, he was glad to make peace, and tp 

pay the ulual homage to the Englifh crown. -^ 

To complete the kind's profperity , Edgar 

Atheling himfelf , defpairing of fuccefs , and 

weary of a fugitive life , fubniitted to his enemy ; 

and receiving a decent penfion for his fubftftence , 

wa^ permitted to live in England unmolefted. 

But thefe ads of generofity towards t;he leaders 

were difgraced , as ufual, by William's rigor 

againft the inferior malecontents. He qrcjered the 

hands to be lopt off, and the ?yes to be put 

oqt , of many of the prifoncrs , whom he bad 

taken in the Ifle of Ely ; and he difperfed them in 

that miferable condition throughput the (country, 

n$ monunaents of his feverity. 

The province of Maine in Ffance had, by 107?. 
the will of Hebert, the laft count, faller> under 
the dominion of Willijim foipe ye^rs before his 
conqueft of England ; but xht iphabicants , 
diffatisficd with? the Norman governixiept, and 
inftigated by Fulk coijnt of AnJQU ,' 'vvho had 
fome pretenfions to the fucccflfion, pow rofe irj 
rebellion, and expelled the magiftrates , whom 
the king had placed over them. The full fettlcr 
ment of England ^flforded him leifure to punilh 
this infulc on his authority; but beipg upwilling 
to remove his Norman forces from this ifland, he 
carried over a confidera|)lc army, compofed almol^ 
jpntisely of Englifli , and joining them to fome 

Z4 ' 
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CHAP, troops levied in Normandy, be eotered the revolted 
XV. province. The Englifb appeared ambitious of 
didinguilbing themfelves on this occafioo, and of 
retrieving that charader of valour, which had 
' long been national among them; but which their 
late eafy fubjedion under the Normans had 
fomewhat degraded and obfcured. Perhaps too 
they hoped that, by their zeal and adivity, they 
might recover the confidence of their fovereign, 
as their ance(lors had formerly, by like means t 
gained the affedions of Canute ^ and might coo- 
quer his inveterate prejudices in £ivour of his 
own countrymen. The king's military condud^ 
feconded by tbefe brave troops, fbon overcame 
all oppofition in Maine : The inhabitants were 
obliged to fubmit , and the count of Anjoa 
relinquifiied his pretenfions. 
iBfomaion ^^ ^ during thcfe tranfadions , the government 
•f the Nor. pf England was greatly difturbed;^and that too 
SUA barons, by thofe very foreigners , who ovrtd every thing' 
to the king's bounty , and who were the fole 
objed of his friendlbip and regard. The Normaa 
barons, who had engaged with their duke in the 
conqueft of England , were men of the moft 
independent fpirit ; and though they obeyed their 
leader in the field, they would have regarded 
with difdain the richeft acquifitions, had they 
been required , in return , to fubmit , in their 
civil government , to the arbitrary will of one 
man. But the imperious charader of William, 
encouraged by his abfolute dominion over the 
Englilh , and often impelled by the necellity of 
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his affidrs , had prompted him to ftretch his c H h f . 
authority over the Normans themfelves beyond iv. 
what the free genius of that victorious people «Q74^ 
could eafily bear; The difcontents were become 
general apaong thole haughty nobles; and even 
Roger , earl of Hereford , fon and heir of Fitz- 
Ofberne , the king's chief favourite , was ftrongly 
jnfeded with them. This nobleman, intending 
to marry his filler to Ralph de Guader , earl of 
Norfolk, fakd thought it his duty to inform the 
king of his purpofe, and to defire the royal 
confent; but meeting with a refiifal, he proceeded 
nev^rthelels to complete the nuptials , and 
alTembled all his friends, and thofe of Quadert 
to attend the folemnity. The two earls , difgufted 
by the denial of their requeft , and dreading 
William's refentmeot for their difobedience, here 
prepared meafures for a revolt; and during the 
gaiety of the feftival , while the company was 
heated with wine , they opened the defign to their 
guefts. They inveighed againft the arbitrary 
condud of the king; his tyranny over the Englifh » 
whom they affedted on this occafion to commi- 
ferate ; his imperious behaviour to his barons of 
the nobleft birth ; and his apparent intention of 
reducing the vidors and the vanquifhed to a like 
ignominious fervicude. Amidft their complaints, 
the indignity of fubroitting to a baftard *' wai 

*' William was fo little aOiamed of his birth , that he 
afTumed the appellation of Baftard in fome of his letters 
and charters. Spellm. GlofT. in \mh. Bajlardus. Camden ia 
Richmondsbire. 
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CHAP, not forgotten; the certain profpeft of fuccefe in i| 

IV. revolt, by the affiftahce of the Danes and t*he 

«Q7* diibonteQtecI Englilh , was infifted on ; and the 

whole company, inflamed with the fame fentt 

merits , and warmed by the jollity of the enter- 

■ tainment, entered , by a folemn engagement , 
into the defign of fhaking off the royal authority* 

' Even earl Waltheof , who was prcfent, incon- 
fidcrately expreffed his approbation of the con-^ 
fpiracy , and promifed his concurrence towards 
its fuccefs. 

This nobleman, the Jaft of the EngUflh, who, 
for fome generations , poflcfTed any power or 

* authority , had after his capitulation at York , 
been received into favour by the Conqueror; 
had even married Judith , niece to that prince } 
and had been promoted to the earldoms of 
Huntingdon and Northampton *'. Cofpatric , earl 
of Northumberland , having, on fome new difguft 
from William , retired into Scotland , where he 
received the earldom of Dunbar from the bounty 
of Malcolm ; Wahheof was appointed his fucceflbr 
in that important command, and fcemed ftill to 
poflefs the confidence and friendffiip of his 
fovereign *'. But as he was a man of generous 
principles , and loved his country , it is probable , 

' that the tyranny cxercifed over the Englifli lay 
heavy upon his mind , and deftroyed all the 
fatisfadion, which he could reap from his, own 

*! Order. Vital, p. 5cja. ppyed^^ p. 454. 
** Sim. Dun. p! ^05. 
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grs^ndeur and advancement. When a profped, chap. 
th^Fcfore , was opened of retrieving their liberty , ly. 
he haftily embraced its while the funics of tjic 1074; 
liquor, and the ardour of the company, prevented 
him from refleifling on the confequehces of that 
raih attempt But after hi$ cool judgment return- 
ed , he forefaw , that the co^fpiiacy of thofe dif- 
contentcd barons was not likely to proyje fuccefsful 
againfl the eftabli(hed powjer of William ; or if it 
fiid, that the fl^very of t)ie Engliih , inilead of 
being alleviated by that event , would become 
jtpor^ grievous, under a multitude of foreign 
leaders , fedious and ambitious , whofe union 
^nd whofe difpord would be equally oppreflBvc 
to the people. Tormented with tbefc refledions , 
he opened his Vfi'md to his wife, Judith., of 
vrhoCs fidelity he entertSMned no fufpicion , but 
who , having fec^retly fixed her affedions on 
another , took this opportunity of ruining her 
eafy and credulous hufband. She conveyed in- 
telligence of the copfpiracy to thp king, and 
aggravated every circumdance. , which , Ihe 
believed , would tei^d to incenj^ him againft 
Waltheof, and render him abfoluteiy implacable ^*. 
Meanwhile, the earl , ftill dubjoq^ with regar^l 
to the part' >yhich he ^ould ad, difcovered the 
fccret in confcffion to Lanfiranc , on whofe pro- 
bity and judgment he had a great reliance : He 
\^as perfuaded by the prelate , that he owed no 
fidelity to thofe rebellious barons, who had by 
furprife gainpd his confqit to a crime; that his 

^* Order. Vital, p. 535. < ' ' 
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I H 4 p. firft duty was to his fo¥ereign and benefaAor> 
IV. his next to himfelf and his ^unily ; and that » if 
»o74. he feized not the opportunity of making atone* 
ment for his guilt, by revealing it, the temerity 
of the confpirators was fo great , that they would 
give feme other perfon the means of acquiring 
the merit of the difcovery. Waltheof , convinced 
by thefe arguments, went over to Normandy; 
but, though he was well received by the king, 
and thanked for his fidelity, the account, pre- 
vioufly tranlmitted by Judith , had funk deep 
into William's mind , and had deftroyed all the 
merit of her hulband's repentance. 

The confpirators , hearing of Waltheofs 

' departure , immediately concluded their defign to 
be betrayed; and they flew to arms, before their 
fchemes were ripe for execution, and before the 
arrival of the Danes, in whofe aid they placed 
their chief confidence. The earl of Hereford was 
checked by Walter de Lacy, a great baron in 
thofe parts , who , fupported by the bi(bop of 
Worcefter and the abbot of Evcfham , raifed 
fome forces , and prevented the es^rl from palling 
the Scverne, or advancing into the heart of the 
kingdom. The carl of Norfolk was defeated at 
Vagadun , near Cambridge, by Odo, the regent, 
aflifled by Richard de Bienfaite , and William de 
Warrcnnc , the two jufticiaries. The prifoncrs 
taken in this adion had their right foot cut off, 
as a punifhment of their treafon : The earl him« 
felf efcaped to Norwich , thence to Denmark; 

. where the Danifh fleet , *which had made aa 
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ubfoccels&il attempt upon the coaft of England '^^ C H a f, 
foon after arrived, and brought him intelligence » iv, 
that all his cbnfederates were fuppreOed, and 
vere either killed , banifhed , or taken prifoners ^\ 
Ralph retired in defpair to Britanny, vrbere he 
pofleflTed a large eftate , and extenfive jurifdidions^ 
The. king, who haftened over to England , in 
order to fupprefs the infurredion, found , that 
nothing, remained, but the punifhment of the 
criminals, which he executed with great fcverity. . 
Many of the rebels were hanged ; fomc had their 
eyes- put out; others their hands cut <^. But 
Willism] , i^greeably to his ufual maxims , ibowed 
im»re lenity to their leader, the earl of Hereford , 
^o was tinly conduhned to a forfeiture of his 
cfftate, and to imprifenment during pleafure. The 
king feemed evenjIJiFpofed to remit this lafl part 
of the ptinifhment; had not Roger, by a frefh 
xnfolence , provoked him to render his confinement 
perpetual* But Waltheof, being an Englifliman, 
was not treated with fo much humanity ; though iqtu 
his guilt, always inucfa inferior to that of the 
other confpirators , was atoned for. by an early 
repentance and return to his duty. William , 
inftigated by his iiiece , as well as by his rapa« 
cious courtiers , who longed for fo rich a 

^' ChroiL Sax. p. 183. M. Paris, p. 7. 

'*, Many of the fiigitive Normans are fuppofed to havQ 
fled into Scotland ^ where they were protec\e4 « as well 
as the fugitive Englifli , by Malcolm, Whence come the 
many French and Nonnau fiuniiies , which are found atprefent 
in that country. ^ 
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C H A *• fbrfeitiirc, drdered him tcrbe tried , condemned 4 
IV. and executed. The Engtilh , vrho confidered this 
.'u^ll'-n ooblcrtan as the ' laflr refource of tbcit liation ^ 
grievoufly lamented his fate, and fancied that 
miracles vrxrt wrought * by his reliques / as a 
teftimonjr of his innocence and {auditor. The 
infamous Judith j falling foon after udder the 
king's di{ple;afure , was abandoned by :all the 
worlds and pafled the reft of her lifejn ooi^ 
tempt, remorfe, and mifery^ 

NoTrtiHG remained to complete WiUiarii's 
fatisfadion but the punifhment of Rialph de 
Guadet ; and he haftened ov^r to Nomaahdy., 
in order to gratify his verigeance on that cfimicaL 
But though the conteft fe^taucd very uno(|i»l 
between a private noblemMin^ad the king" fof 
England, Ralph was fo wc^ Ifupported. both by 
the earl of,Britanny and dheriKing of Francfei 
that William , after befieging him for ibme time 
in Dol, was obliged to abandon the entetprize, 
ahd make with thofe powerful princes a ' peace , 
in which Ralph him&lJFwas included. £dgland^. 
during' his abfence, remained in tranquillity ;^ and 
nothing remarkable occurred, except two eccle^' 
fiaftical fynods^ which were fummoned, one at 
London ^ another at Winchefter. In die focmer^ 
the precedency among the epifcopal fees >yas 
fettled, and the feat of fbme of them was 
removed from fmall villages to the mbft con- 
fiderable town within the diocefe. lii the fecond 
was tran{a(^ed a bufinefs of more importancf. ,. 
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; Thb jnduftry and' pdfcvcrance arc iuTprifmg, a.B ap- 
^yith^\'faich the popes had been treafuringup pow- iv. 
ers and precenfions during fo many. ages of igno« wru 
rarice; while. each pontiff employed every fraud ^^Jt^lnvef- 
for advancing purppfes of ioiaginary piety , .an4 t^turcs. 
cheriQied all claims Avhich might turn to < the 
id vantage of .his ibcccfldrs,. though he himfelf 
could not exiped ever to reap any benefit from 
them. All this imnkenle ftore of fpiritual and 
civil authority was now devolved on Gregory VII* 
of the namb of Hildebrand , the moft enterpriiins 
pontiff that had ever filled that chair y and thd 
leaft reftrained by fear , decency , or moderation^ 
Not content with fhaking off the yoke of the 
emperors , who had hitherto exercifed the power 
of ap|>ointing the pope on every vacancy, at 
leaft of I'atifying his eledlion ; he undertook thi 
arduous taflc of entirely disjoining the ecclefiaftical 
from the civil pqwer, and, of excluding profane 
laymen from the right which they had aifumed^ 
of filling, the vacancies of biihopcics ^ abbies^ 
and other fpiritual digni;ties ^\ The fovereigns, ^ho 
had long exercifed this power , and Mrho. had. ac* 
quired it^ not by encroachments on the churchy bufi 
on the people 9 to whom it originally belonged'^, 
madt great oppofition to this claim of the court 
of Rpme ; and Henry IV. the reigning emperoi; 
defended this prerogative of his crown witl^ 
a vigor and refohition fuitablc to its importance^ 



f* 



L'Abbi Cnnc. torn. lo. p. 3;fi, 372* coiju 4» 
Padre Paolo fopra 4 btnicf, ecdef. p. 39. 
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c IT A p. Tfae few offices, either ci^il or military , vhich 

IV. the fieudal inftitutions left the fovereign the po\rer 

WT€. of beftowing, made the prerogative of conferring 

' the paAcnral ring and ftaff the mod valuable 

jewel of the royal diadem ; efpecially as the 

general ignorance of the age beftowed a confer 

quence on the ecclefiaftical offices, even beyond 

the g^at extent of power and property which 

belonged to them. Superftition^ the child of 

ignorance , in veiled the clergy with an authority 

^moft iacred; and as they ingrofled the little 

learning pf the age, their interpofition became 

requifite in ail civil bufinefe , and a real ufefulnefs 

^ in common life was thus fuperadded to the 

fyititual landity of their charader. 

Whbn the ufurpations , therefore, of the church 
had come to fuch maturit; as to embolden her 
to attempt extorting the right of in veftitures from 
the temporal power , Europe , efpecially Italy 
and Germany , was thrown into the moft violent 
convulfions , and the pope and the emperor 
waged implacable war on each other. Gregory 
dared to fulminate the fentence of excommunica* 
tion againft Henry and bis adherents, to pronounce 
him rightfully depofed , to free his fubjeds from 
their oaths of allegiance; ^nd, inftead of {hocking 
mankind by this grofs encroachment on the* 
civil authority, he found the (lupid pebple ready 
to fecond his' moft exorbitant pretenfions. Every 
minifter, fervant, or vaflal of the emperor, who 
received -any difguft , covered his rebellipn 
under the pretence *of principle; and even tfie 

mother 
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inother^of this monarch, forgetting all the ties of h a p« 
nature, was feduced to countenance the infolence iv. r 
of his enemies. Princes themfelves , not attentive ^^^ 
to the pernicious confequences of thofe papal 
claims, employed them for their prefent purpofes: 
And die controverfy , fpreading into every city 
of Italy , engendered the parties of Guelf and 
Ghibbelin; the mod durable and moft inveterate 
fadions that ever arofe from the mixture of ambition 
and religious zeal. Befides numberlefs aflaflina* 
tions, tumults, and convulHons, to which they 
gave rile , it is computed that the quarrel 
occafioned no leis than fixty battles in the reign 
of Hency IV. and eighteen in that of his 
fucceflbr , Henry V. when the claims of the 
ibvercign pontiff finally prevailed '*. 

But the bold fpirit of Gregory, not difmayed 
with the vigorous oppofition , which he met 
with from the emperor, extended his ufurpa- 
tions all over Europe; and well knowing the 
nature of mankind , whofe blind aftoniihment 
ever inclines them to yield to the moft impudent 
pretentions , he feemed determined to fet no 
botuub to the fpiritual , or rather temporal 
monarchy, whieh he bad undertaken to ered. 
He pronounced the fentence of excommunication 
againft Niccpborus; emperdr of the Eaft; Robert 
Guifcard, the adventurous Norman, who had 
acquired the dominion pf Naples , was atucked 
by the fame dangerous wttpon: He degraded 

^' Padre Paolo IbpnihcncEacdtC p. 113- 
Vol. L a a 
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CHAP. Boleflas , king of Poland-^ from tbd rank of 

IV. king; and even deprived, Pcdaod of the tide ofi 

1^^, a kingdom : He att^emptcd to treat Philip^ king 

,of France with the fisiroc rigor, which he haii 

employed againft the emperor '* : He pretended 

to the entire property and dominion of jSp^o ;. 

and he parcelled it out amongft advjenturtrs , ' 

who undertook to conquer it from the Saracens ,* 

and to hold it in vaflalage und^r the fee of Rome ^^ :; 

Even the Chriftian bifhops, on wbofc aidius 

relied for fubdging the temporal princes ^ law 

that he was determined to reduce them ta 

fervitude ; and by afliiming the whole legiflative 

and judicial power of the church, to xcnter all 

authority in tbe fovereign pontiff'*. 

William the Conqueror, the moft potent^ 
the moil haughty, and the moft vigorous prince 
in Europe, was not, amidft all his fpJendid 
f ucceffes , fecure from (he attacks of this enter* 
prifing pontiff.. Gregory wrote him a letter^ 
requiring him to fulfil his promife in doing ho* 
nage for the kingdom of Enghind to the fee 
qf Rome, ;|nd to fend him over Uhat tribute, 
which aUhij» predeceflbjrsi had been- accufiomedto^ 
pay to the vicar of Chrift^ By the tribute, he meant 
Peter's pence; which, though at firft a charitable, 
donation of the Sax^n pcij^ces,, was interpreted,, 
according to the ufual pradice of the Romiih^ 

' '* Epift. Greg. VII. cpifr gg. 35. Ub. j, epifl 5- ■ 
^^ Ibid. lib. I. q)ift.' 7. 



»t 



Ibid. lib. a* fP^*.SS< 
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court; to be a badge of fubjcdion a<^knowIedged c u a p. 
by the kingdom. WiHiam replied , that the iv. 
money ibould be remitted as ufual ; but that *o?*- 
neither bad he promifed to do homage to 
Rome, nor was it in the lead bis purpofe to 
impofe . that fervitude on Jiis ftate '*. AikI the 
better to (how Gregory his independence, ho 
ventured , notwithftanding the frequeiiit com^ 
plaints of the pope , to rcfufe to the Englifl^ 
bifhops the liberty of attending a general council , 
which that pontiff bad fummoned againft his 
enemies. 

But though the king difplayed this vigor in 
fupporting the royal dignity, he was infcded 
with the general fuperfticion of the age , and ha 
did not perceive the ambitious fcope of thofe 
inflitutions, which, under colour of ftridncfs in 
religion, were introduced or promoted by the 
court of Rome. Gregory , while he was throwing 
all Europe into combudion by his violence and 
impoftures, affeded an anxious care for the purity ** 

of manners ; and even the chafte pleafures of the 
marriage- bed were inconfident , in his opinion, 
with the fan<Jlity of the facerdotal charaden 
He had ilTued a decree prohibiting the marriagq 
of priefts , excommunicating all clergymen who 
reuined their wives, declaring fuch unlawful 
commerce to be fornication , and rendering it 
criminal in the laity to attend divine worftipi^ 
when fuch profane priel^s officiated at tha 

!' Spicikig. Seldtai wi GMkncr , p. 4. 

A a 4 
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CHAP, altar*'. This point vras a great objcdl in tlic 
IV. politics of the Roman pontiffs; and it coft them 
I07C.V infinitely raore pains to eftablifli it than the 
propagation of any fpeculative abfurdity , 
M^bich they had ever attempted to introduce. 
Many fynods Were fummoned in different parts 
of Europe, before it was finally fettled; and it 
was there conftantly remarked , that the younger 
clergymen complied chearfully with the pope's 
decrees in this particular , • and that the chief 
reludance appeared in thofe who were more 
advanced in years: An event fo little confonant 
to men's natural expedations, that it could not 
fail to be glofled on, even in that blind and 
fuperftitious age. William allowed the pope's 
legate to aflemble, in his abfence, a fynod at 
Winchefter , in order to eftablifli the celibacy 
of the clergy ; but the church of England could 
not yet be carried the whole length expeded. 
The fynod was content with decreeing, that the 
bifhops fliould not thenceforth ordain any priefts 
or deacons without exading from them a pro-* 
mife of celibacy ; but they enaded , that none , 
except thofe who belonged to collegiate or ca^ 
thedral churches , fliould be obliged to feparate 
from their wives. 

The king pafTed fome years in Normandy; but 
"^rilct rL ^^^ ^^^S refidence there was not entiVely owing to 
beru his declared preference of that dutchy : His prefence 

•• Hovcden \ , p. 455. 457, Flor. WigoqL p. 638. 
Spell ConciL foL i.]. A. D.^loft^ ^ 
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was lalfo neceflary for coinpofing^thofe difturb^ c H a p. 
anccs , vrhich had arifen in that favourite territory, iv. 
artd vrhich had even originally proceeded from »07«. 
his own family. Robert, his eldeft fon, furnamed 
Gambaron or Courthofe, from his fliort legs, 
•was a prince, who inherited all the bravery of 
his fiamily and nation ; but without that policy 
and diflimulation , by which his father was fo 
much diainguiflied , and which, no lefs than his 
military valour, had contributed to his great 
fucceffes. Greedy of fame, impatient of contradic- 
tion, without referve in his friendfliips , declared 
m his enmities, this prince could endure no 
controul even from his imperious father, and 
openly afpired to that independence, to which his 
temper, as well as fome cirumftances in his fituation , 
flrongly invited him". When William firft received 
the fubmiffions of the province of Maine, he had 
promifed the inhabitants.that Robert feould be their ' 

prince; and before be nndertook the expedition 
againft England , he had on the application of the . 
French court, declared him his fuccelTor in Nor- 
mandy and had obliged the barons of that dut- 
chy to do him homage as their future fovereigo. 
By this artifice, he had endeavoured to appeafe the 
jealoufy of his neighbours, as affording them a 
profpea of feparating England from his dominions 
on the continent; but when Robert demanded of 
him thecxecution of fhofe engagements , he gave 
him an aWblute refufaJ, and told him, according 

p.'6i^^''^-^^'^'^^'^> P.457.Flor.Wigoin. 
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c n A p., to the hbnjcly fayjog» Aat he never intended 
'V to throw off his cloaths, till he went to bed *\ 
?°^^' Robert openly declared his difcontent.; and was 
fufpedlcd of fecrctly inftigating. the king - df 
France and the earl of Britanny to the oppofition, 
which they made to William , and wbich h.'vd 
formerly fruftrated his attempts upon the town 
of Dol. And as the quarrel ftill augmented, 
Robert proceeded to entertain a ftrong jealoufy 
of his two furviving brothers, William and Henry, 
(for Richard was killed in hunting, by a ftag) 
who, by greater fubrtiiffion and complaifance, 
had acquired the affedions of their father In this 
difpofition, on both fides, the greateft trifle 
fufficed to produce a rupture between them. 

1 HE three princes, refiding with their father 
in the caftle of I'Aigle in Normandy , were one day 
engaged in fport together; and after fome mirth and 
jollity , th.e two younger took a fancy of throwing 
over fome water on Robert is be pafled through 
the court pn leaving their apartment "; a frolic, 
which, he would naturally have regarded as inno- 
cent , had it not been for the fuggeftions of Alberic 
de Grentmefiiil, fon of that Hugh de Grentmef- 
iiil, whom William hadformerly deprived of his 
fortunes , when that baron dderted him during his 
greateft difficulties in England, The young man, 
mjndfql of the injury, perfujided the prince, that this 
actipn was meant as a public aiifront, which it behov* 
ed him in honour to re^nt; and the fJiolicic Robert, 

•* Chroh. dcMailr.p. 160. !^ Order.' Vltaf; p. 5;45,. 
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araf\ving liis fwojd,Van vfp flairs ; witfi an inten- chap: 
tion of taking revenge on his brothers '*• The ^^* 
*rhoIeciftle was filled with tuqauft, which the 
kinghimfelf, who battened from his apartment, 
found'fome difficulty toappeare. But he could by 
ho means appeafe the refentment of his leldeft fon , 
who,feo'mpbining of his partiality , and fancying 
thatiio J>roper atonemerit' had been made him 
for the tnfult, left 4:he cmk<l th^t v^y evening. 
Bud liafteded to Rofte^^, %Kth ^to inttntJoii of 
ifdtifl^ tW dl^dd <rf^chiit plkcfe •'/ But bein^ 
dilappoihted ili* lHij< vi(i«dr by the pifecaution and 
vigilance of Roger de Ivcry, the governor, Ke 
fled to Hugh de Ncufchatel , a powerful Norman 
barbn,Avho gaveliim ptcStidion in his-oaftles; 
and he openly levied war againft liis father '^ 
STbe. popular chabAer of the prince, and a 
^milarity^ of tnamiefs-^ i^gaged all the young 
siobilky of Normandy atid Maine;, as well as 
of Anjou and Britanny, to take part with him^, 
and it waJs fufpedted dhat Matilda, his mothef* 
whole favourite he ^as, fupported him in his 
rebeUioa by fecret iremittanctss of MOney, and 
By the encouragement whiclr the gaVe his parti- 
fans. 

: All the hereditary provinces of William, as wel I '®^^' 
as his felraily , were durihg feveral years thrown 
imv convulfions by this war , and he was at laft 

;.V Oraer. Vital p. 545. *' Ibid. 

'"•* Ibid. Hoveden, p. 45^, Sim, Duo. *)> 210. Diceto, 

p. 487. 
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ir A p. obliged to hav^ rcpoivlp to England ^ wberd 

IV. that fpecies of military government, wluch be 

Z079. bad eftabliihed , gave bim greater authority tbaa 

the ancient feudal inftitutions permitted bim to 

exercife in Normandy. He called overana^rmf 

of Englifb under his ancient captains ^ who fooa 

expelled Robert and bis adherents from their 

retreats, and reftored t^e authority of the fpyer* 

eign in all his dominions. The young prince 

was. obliged to <alcf ,£belter, in the «a{fle! of 

Gerberoy in. the Beauvo^fis, wbich the. king of 

France, who fecretly fdmented all thef^ diflenfions, 

bad provided for him. In this fortrcis he was clofe* 

]y befieged by bis father, againft whom, having 

a (Irong garrifon, be made a^n obftinate defence; 

There pafled under the walls of this place miny 

rencounters , which refembled more the fmgfe 

combats of chivalry, than the military adion^ 

of armies ; but one of them was remarkable for its 

circumftances and its event Robert happened 

to engage the king , who was concealed by his 

helmet; and both of them being valiant, a fierce 

combat enfued, till at laft the young prince 

wounded his father in the arm, and unhorf(pd 

him. On his calling out for afliftance, his 

voice difcovered him to his fon, who, ftruck 

with remorfe for bis paft guilt, and aftonilbed 

with the apprehenfions of one much greater , 

wHich he had fo nearly incurred , inftantly threw 

himfelf at bis father's feet, craved pardon for 

his offences , Shd offered to purchafe forgivendfs 
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by any atonement *^ The refentment, harbour- c h a ?• 

ed by William, was fo implacable, that ^hc did iv* 

not immediately corrcfpond to. this dutiful' fubmif* , 

fion of his fon yrith like tendernefs ; but giving 

him his maledidion, departed for his own camp, 

on Robert's horfe, which that prince had aflifted 

him fd mount He foon after raifed the fiegie , and 

marched with his army to Normandy; where 

the mterpofition of the queen and other common 

friends brought about a reconcilement, which 

was probably not a little forwarded by the 

generofity of the fon's behaviour in this aftion , 

and by the returning fenfe of his paft mifcondudt 

The king feemed fo fully appeafed that he 

even' took Robert with him injto England; 

where he intrufted him with the command of an 

army , in order to repel an inroad of I>4alcolm , king 

of Scotland, and to retaliate by a like inroad into 

that country. The Welib, unable to refift William's 

power, were, about the fatne time, neceffitated 

to pay a compenfation for their incurfions ; and 

every thing was reduced to full tranquilhty in 

this ifland. 

This ftate of al&irs gave William leifiirc to j^^^- 
begin and finifh an undertaking, which proves book, 
his extenfive genius, and does honour to his 
memory : It was a gcoeml furvey of all the 
lands in the kingdom, their extent in each 

^ MalmcC p. io6. H. Hunt p. 369.Hoveden, p. 457. 
Flor. Wig. p. 639. Sim. Dun. p. 210. Diceto, p. 287. 
Knyghton. p. 2J5K Alur. BeverL p.] 135. 
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C u Aj p. diJlriA|;th?irpropfietors,tcniires»valpc; thc^iuai^ 
ly.. tity of meadow, pafture^ 'wood, aad arable land, 
1081. which, they contaiiied^ .3^04 io ibme. counties the 
nutnhfr.xif tcnant^^. cottagejis, and flavcs of all 
dpuoipip^qons, w^oljved upon them. He appoint- 
ed comnfiilfioners for this purpofe^ who entered 
tvcry pariicujar in^ their regifter by the verdi<Jl 
of juries; anJd after a labour of fix years (for the 
work was fo long in finifhing) brought bim an 
exad, account of all the landed property of his 
Jcifigdom "p This mpquni^it, called Doomfday- 
book,, the* moft valuable; piece of aptiquity pot 
feffed^ by any nation, is ftill prefierved in the 
Bxcheqiaer^ and though oply fome extrads of it 
Ir^xc bitl^rto been pubiilhed, it ferves to iUuftrat^ 
to us ^n„a?any particulars the ancient, ftate of 
England. The great Alfred had finifbed a like 
furvey of the kiQgdom, iii his time, which was 
long kept at Winchefter,. and which probably 
ferved, as , a, model to William in this under- 
taking.'*. ' '^ ./ . 

The king was naturally a great ceconomift; 
and though qo prince had ever been more boun- 
tiful, to his officers and fervants, it was merely 
befcaufe he Jtad rendered himfelf univerfal projpri* 



*• ChromSax. p. t^oi In^tfi pl^g. Chioru T. Tykes, 
p. 23. He ih»t p. 370. Hproden, p. 460. M. Weft 
p. 229. Flor. Wigorn. p. 641. Chron. Abb. St Petri de 
Burgo, p. 51. M, Paris^ p. 8. The. inQie northern counties 
Vcrc not comprehended in this furvey; I foppofc becaufe 
of thfeir wild , uncultivated ftate. ** Ingulf, p. 8. 
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^tOT: df '!Eng}arJd, ami liad « wholto IsAOgdotik to c i| 4 p. 
4>eftow. 'He rcfervcd' an ample reyefjue for the ly. 
icrQWQ ; and in:tlie general diliribution of land losi. 
fimoog.his followed:,: lie kept poffcffion of no 
lefs, than i4ae mdnots in differebt pam of £ng. 
Jftnd**,- which pairihiai scot eitfcerJA' money ,' or ia 
ijornx cattk, and itbe:*rftial pr0duce of the foil. 
An aa4;ient biftoi^; compute » thi^ his annual 
fixed income, j&iefidcarefchQ^tsi fiiiW/, hrfii^fe, and 
iKhfir .ctifital pfoKts. to ^ grett value, amounted 
tp rlo* ;4|cx>,QO^.pptind^;a*yQar ':';:^,feii)^i which, 
if all. ciroutnAahtcft: b^ iatiend^i |Oa rtviJl appear 
wholly incredible. A /pound in / that, ^age , a$ 
yfehave already- obferycd » eontakiarfv-.-three times , . 

the weight of fi{y<lr tJbatit doc^ at|>r^ent; and the 
(amp weight of /UVier , by the moft ^obabk com* 
putation, would^MMfclbafe near t€;<i i¥34^ tnore of the 
pecf ifanes of li£|vthOMghnot in the (afi^;p^oportion 
of the finer tiian^faiflares. This i^eytnu^, ii»erefore'i 
of William would b^ ^qualto at kaft nine or 
fen inillioos at pri^ent ; and as (hAt prince had 
neither .fleet. nor. ^i-n&y to fb|)por4; the former 
being only an pccafioi^l expeognyjlMiiditbe lattei? 
being maintained. Without any .qhacgP to bimV 
by hisjoailitary vaff;M^»wermuililienMfOQiiclude« 
that i|o emperor or priiiiee^ ia amy a|gt or nation, 
can be cox&p^red to the Conqueror for opulence 
and riches. Tiiis ledds M tgt A^fp^.tk great 

^* Weft's enquiry into the manner of creating peers » p. 34* 
•' Oi-der. Vital, p: 523. He fays 1066 pounds and fopie 
•Id ihillings and pence iihdajE. 
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C H^ A p. miftakc in! di^Kcoftiptttitioti of Ac hiftomo; 
it, though, if W€f confider: that avarice is alwayk 
low. imputed to William as one of his vicc^;* and 
that , having by the fword rendered himfelf mafter 
of all the lands in ' the kingdom , he would 
certainly in the partitions retab' 4 great propor- 
tion for his own (hare; ^treean fcarcely be guilty 
of any error ia afferting, that perhaps HO king 
of England was ever niore opulent , was inofc 
able to fuppWt by bis revitfnue the fplendor 
and magnificence of a court , :or could beftow 
more on his' plbafures or in liberalities to his 
fervants and favourites **. ' 
Tfce new- Therb A/^^ One plcafure, to^ which WilHam , 

forcft, as well as all* the Normans ahd' ancient Saxons, 

was extremely addided; and that was huAdilg: 
But this pleafiire he indulged tMr^ at the est^hte 
of his unhappy fubjeds , wbofe in4Sercfts he always 
difregarded >, than to the lofs or diminution of 
his own revenue. Not content with thofe large 
forefts , whi^h former kings pdfTefled in all pairts 
of England ; :h^ iTefoIved to- 'taake a new = forcft 
ttear Winchefter, the uliial pface »f his refidence : 
And for thM purpofe, he laid wafte the bountiy 
in Hamp(hir<f i ftir ih extent of thirty miltei ex- 
pelled the idliabitants from their houfes, feized 
tbeiri property , ■ even demoKflied churches and 
convents and iitade the foftrers no compenfatidn 

for the injury*'. At the fame time, he enaded 

-,. . * ' 

,** Fortefcue, dc Dom, rcg. ct pontic, cap. iii. ' 
•• Malmef. p. 3. li Hunt, a 731. AflfUa Sacra, vol r. 
4^258. 
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aew laws , b/ which lie prohibited alibis fubjedls c H a p. 
from hunting in any of his ibrefts , and rendered. iv. 
the penalties more fevere than ever had been losz. 
inflided for fuch offences. The killing of a deer]w^ V) 
or boar, or even a hare, waspunifbed withl?^ ^ 
the loCs of the delin()uent's eyes;, and that at aj ^ '"* 
time, when the killing of a man could be atoned 1*^ ^^P 
for by paying a moderate fine or compofition. i I ^ ^ 
. TuK traniadions, recorded during the remain- 
der of this reign , may be confidered more as 
doraeftic occurrences^ which concern the prince,- 
than as national events , which regard England. 
Odo, bilbop of Baieux, the king's uterine bro- 
ther, whom he had created earl of Kent, and 
eiitrufted with a great fhare of power during his 
whole reign', had amaOed immenfe riches ; and. 
agreeably to the ufual progrels of human wifhes, 
be began to regard his prefent acquifitions but 
as a ftep to Luther grandeur,. He had formed the 
chimerical projed of buying the papacy; and 
though Gregory, the reigning pope, was not 
of advanced years, the prelate had confided fo 
much in the predidions of an aftrologer, that 
be reckoned upon the pontiff's death , and upotf 
attaining , by his own intrigues and money , that 
envied ftate of greatnefs. Refolving, therefore, to 
remit all his riches to Italy, he had perfuaded 
many con&derable barons , and among the reft^ 
Hugh earl of Chefter, t9 take the fame cburfe; 
in hopes , that , when .he ibould mount the pa« 
pal throne, he would beftow on them more 
confiderable eftabliibmeats 10 that country. The 
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1081. 



1683. 



c tf A P. king, from whom all' tbcfe projeds had beenc 
IV. carefully cbnccafed, at laft got intelligence of 
the defign, and ordered Odo to be arrefted; 
His officers , from refpeft to the imraunities ,. 
which the ccclefiaftic* now affumed, fcrupled 
to execute the command , till the king himfelf 
was obliged in perfon to feize him; and whea 
Odo infifted that he wa^ a prelate, and exempt 
from all temporal jurifdidion , William replied , 
that he arrefted him^ not as bifliop of Baieux,' 
but as, earl of Kent He was fcnt prifoner to 
Normandy; and notwithftanding the remonfbran^ 
ces and menaces of Gregory, was detained in cuf- 
tody during the remainder of this reign. 

Another domeftic event gave thekingmuch 
more concern : It was the death of Matilda , hiy 
confort, whom he tenderly loved, and for whom 
he had ever preferved the moft finc^re fWendfliip. 
Three years afterwards he paffed into Normandy, 
and carried with him Edgar Atheling, to wfaoot 
he willingly granted permiffion to make a pit» 
grimage to the Holy Land. He was detained 
on the continent by a mifunderftanding , which 
^Rroke out between him and the king of France^ 
and which was occafioned by inroads made inta 
Normandy by fome French barons on the frontiers- 
It was little in the power of princes at that time 
to reftrain their licentious nobility; but William 
fufpeded , that thefc barons' durfk not have pro- 
voked' his indignation , had they not been aflfured 
of the countenance and protection of Philip. His 
difpleafuro was in€reafe<i - by the account he> 



1087. 
War with 
Frince. 
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Tcceivcd of fomc railJeries vrhich that monarch Q H a p* 
had thrown out againft hira, WiJliam, "whowa^ iv» 
become corpulent , had hieen detained in bed loen 
fome time. by ficfcnefs; upon which Philip expreC- 
fed his furprife^ tb^t his brother of England 
ihould be fo long in being dehvered of his big 
belly. The kitig fent him word, that, as fooa 
as he was up, \fe would prefent fo many lights 
at Notre dame, as would perhaps give little 
pteafure to the king of France > alluding to tht 
ufual pradice at tlut time of women after child- 
birth. Immediately on his recovery, he led an 
army into Tlfle de France, and laid every thing 
wade with fire and fword. He took the towa 
of Mante, which he reduced to aibes. But the 
progrefs of thefe hoftilities was flopped by aa - 
accident, which foon after put an end to William's 
life. His horfe ftarting afide of a fudden , he 
bruifed his belly on the pommel of the faddle; 
and being in a bad habit of body , as well as 
fbmewhat advanced in years, he began to ap« 
prehend the confequences, and ordered faimfelf 
to be carried in 9 litter to the monaftery of St. 
Gervais. Finding his illnefs increafe, and being 
fenfible of tbe approach of death, he difcovered 
at laft the vanity of aW human grandeur, and 
was ftruck with remorfe for thofe horrible cruel* 
ties and ads of violence, which in the attainment 
and defence of it, he had committed during the 
courfe of his reign over England. He endea* ' 
voured to make atonement by prefents to church* 
e$ and monaftcsies ; and lie ifliied orders » thai| 
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o H A P- carl Morcar, Siward Bcarne, and other Engliib 
IV. prifoners, fbould be fee at libeny. He was 
even prevailed on, chough not without reluct- 
ance, to confent, with his dying breath, to 
releafe his brother , Odo , againft whom he was 
extremely incenfed. He left Normandy and Maine 
to his eldeft fon , Robert : He wrote to Lan- 
franc, defirtng him to crown William king of 
England: He bequeathed to Henry nothing but 
the pofleflions of his mother , Matilda ; but fore- 
told, that he would one day furpals both his 
brothers in power and opulence. He expired in 
the fixty-third year of bis age, in the twen^- 
iirft year of his reign over England, and in the 
fifty-fourth of that over Normandy. 
. Few princes have been more fortunate than 
this great monarch , or were better entitled to. 
grandeur and profperity, from the abilities and 
the vigor of mind which he difplayed in all his 
condu4ft. His fpirit was bold and enterprifing, 
yet guided by prudence : His ambition , which 
3was exorbitant, and lay little under the reftraints 
of juftice, ftill lefs under thofe of humanity, ever 
fubmitted to the didlates of found policy. Bora 
in an age when the minds of men were intrad- 
abfe and unacquainted with fubmiflion , he was 
yet able to direA them to his purpofes ; partly 
Irom the afcendant of his vehement charader, 
and partly from art and diflimulation , to efta- 
blifh an unlimited authority. Thpugh notinfen^ 
^ible to generofity , he was hardened againft com- 
^afltoo ; and he ieemcd equaliy oftenutious and 

equally 
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equally artibitious of fhoW and parade in his clc-- ^ " a p* 
xoency and in his feverity. The maxims of his 
adminiftratlon were auftere ; but might have been 
ufeful ,had they been folely employed to preferve 
order in an eftablifiied government**: They were ill 
calculated ,for foftening thelrigors, which , under 
tbemon; gentle management, are infeparablc from 
conqueft. His attempt againft England was thelaft 
great enterprize of the kind, which, during the 
courfe of feven hundred years, has fully fuccecd* 
cd in Europe; and the force of his genius broke 
through thofe limits^ which firft the feudal inftitu* 
tions , then the refined policy of princes, have fixe 
to the feveral ftates of Chriftendom* Though he 
rendered liimfelf infinitely odious to his Englifli 
lubjedb , he tranfmitted his power to his pofterity > 
and the throne is dill filled by his defcendants: 
A proof, that the foundations which he laid, 
were firm and folid , and that , amid(l all * his 
violence, while he feemed only to gratify the 
prefent pallipn, he had ftiil an eye towards futu^ 
rity. 

Some writers have been defirous of rcfufing 
to this prince the title of Conqueror, in the 
fcnfe which that term commonly bears; and on 
pretence ♦ that the word is fometimes in old 
books applied to fuch as make an acquifition of 
territory by any means , they are willing to 
rejecft William's title , by right of v^ar , to the 
erown of England. It is needleCs to. enter into 

•* M. Weft , p. 230. Anglia Sacra , vol. t. p. CtsS* 

Vol. L B b 
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c H A p. a controvcrfy, which , by the terras of it, nitlfl 
IV. ncceffarily degenerate into a difpute of words. 
1C87. It fuffices to fay, that the duke of Normandy's 
iirft invafion of the ifland vras hoftile; that his 
fubfequent adminiftration was entirely fupported 
by arms ; that in the very frame of his laws he 
made a diftindiion between the Nofmans and 
Edgliffi , to the advantage of the fomier *' ; that 
he adcd in every thing as abfolute mafter over 
the natives , whofe intereft and a£Feftions he to« 
tally difregarded ; and that if there was ad 
interval when he affumed the appearance of a 
legal fovereign, the period was very fhort, and 
was nothing but a temporary facrifice, which 
he, as has been the cafe with mod conquerors, 
was obliged to make, of his inclination to his 
prefent policy. Scarce any of thofe revolutions^ 
which , both iii hiftory and in common language i 
have always been denominated conquefls , appear 
equally violent, or were attended with fo fudden 
an alteration both of poS^er and property. The 
Roman (late , which fpread its dominion Over 
Europ^, left the rights of individuals, in a great 
meafure, untouched; and thole civilized con« 
querors , Vrhile they made their own countty 
the feat of empire , found , that they could draw 
'ii)ofl advantage from the fubjeded provinces , by 
fecuring to the natives the free enjoyment of 
their own laws and of their private poflfedions. 
The barbarians , who fubdued the Roman 

*^ Hovedcn , p. 6oa 
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empire , though they fettled in the conquered c tf" 4 I^ 
countries , yet being accuftomed to a rude iv. 
uncultivated life , found a part only of the land losy^ 
Jufficicnt to fupply all their wants; and they 
, were not tempted to feize extenfive pofTeffions , 
which they knew neither how to cultivate nor 
enjoy. But the Normans and other foreigners j 
who followed the ftandard of William, while 
they made the vanquifhed kingdom the feat of 
government, were yet fo far advanced in arts a$ 
to be acquainted with the advantages of a large 
property; and having totally fubdued the natives, 
they pulbed the rights of conqueft ( very extcnG ve 
in the eyes of avarice and ambition, hovrever 
narrow in thofeof reafon) to the utmoft extremity 
Againft them. Except the former conqued of 
England by the Saxons themfelves , who were 
induced, by peculiar circumftances , to proceed 
even to the extermination of the natives, it 
%vould be difficult to find in all hiftory a revolu- 
tion more deftruifUve, or attended with a more 
complete fubjedUon of the ancient inhabitants* 
Contumely feems even to have been wantonly 
added to oppreffion ^' ; and the natives were' 
univerfally reduced to fuch a ftate of meannefs 
and poverty, that the Englifli name became a 
term of reproach ; and feveral generations eji^pfed 
before one family of Saxon pedigree was.raifed 
to any confiderable honours, or could fo much 

*' H. Hunt. p. 370. Brompton, p» 98CV 
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c H A p. as attain the rank of baro; of the realm *'. Thcfe 
IV. fads are fo apparent from the whole tenor of 
xo«t. the Engliib hiftory , that none would have been 
tempted to deny or elude them , were they 
not heated by the controverfies of fadion ; while 
one party was ahfurdly afraid of thofe abfurd 
confequences , which they faw the other party 
inclined to draw from this event. But it is 
evident, that the prefent rights and privileges of 
the people , who are a mixture of Englifh and 
Normans , can never be affeded by a tranfac- 
tion, which pafled f?ven hundred years ago; 
and as all ancient authors", who lived neareft 
the time , and beft knew the (late of the country , 
unanimoufly fpeak of the Norman dominion as 
a conqueft by war and arms , no reafonable 
roan , from the fear of imaginary confequences , 
will ever be tempted to rejed their concurring 
and undoubted teftimony. 

. Kino William had iffue, befides his three fons, 
who furvive^ him, five daughters, to wit,(i.) 
Cicily , a nun in the monaftery of Fefcamp, 
^afterwards abbeis in the holy Trinity at Caen , 
where die died in 1137. (2.) Conftantia , married 



*' So' late as the reign of king Stephen, the carl of 
Albemarle, before die battk of the Standard, addrefled 
Ac officers of his army in thefe terms , Proceres Angli^t 
clarijtmi gef geuere Normauai , &c. See fiatber Abbas 
Rieval , p. 339. etc. All the barons and military mta of 
England ftill called themfelves Normans. 

'* Sec note CL j at the cad of die vohime. 
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to Alan Fcrgant, carl of Britanny. She died c hap. 
without iffue. (3.) Alice, contraded to Harold. iv. 
(4.) Adela, married to Stephen, earl of Blois, xosr. 
by whom flie had foqrfons, William, Theobald, 
Henry, and Stephen; of whom the elder was 
negledled, on account of the imbecillity of his 
underftanding. (5.) Agatha, who died a virgin,- 
but was betrothed to the king of Gallicia. She 
died on her journey thither , before flic joined 
her bridegroom. 
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C H A P, V. 

WII.LIAM RUFUS. 

AcceJJfion of William Rufus — Con/piracy apainjl tf^c 
King -^ Invafion of Normandy — The Crufades 
— Acquijitiou of Normandy -- Quarrel with 
Anfelm , the primate -^ De^h -r- and tfuuraScr 
of William Rufa. 

V* William , fumamed Rufus ox the Red ^ 

1087/ from the colour of his hair, had no foone? 

Acceflion of procurcd .his father's recommendatory letter to 

Rufus. Lanfranc , the primate , than he haflened to take 

meafures for fecuring to himfelf the government 

of England. Scnfible , that a deed fo unformal , 

and fo little prepared , which viplated Robert'^ 

right of primogeniture, might meet with grea? 

oppofition , he trufted entirely for fucqefs to his 

own celerity; and having left St. Gervais, while 

William was breathirig his laft , he arrived in 

England, before intelligence of bis father*s death 

bad reached that Jcingdom •. Pretending orders 

from the king, he fecured the fortreffes of Dover , 

Pevenfey , ^nd Haftipgs , whofe fituation rendered 

; them of the greateft importance ; and he got 

poflefllon of the roy^l treafure at Winchefier, 

amounting to the fum of fixty thoufand pounds, 

by which he hoped to encourage and incre^fc 

' W. Maimer, p." I30, M, Pjiris, p. 19, 
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his partifins *. The primate , wliofe rank and chat. 
reputation in the kingdom gave him great v. 
authority, had beep cntrufted with the care of losr* 
his education , and had conferred on him the 
honour of knighthood'; and being conneded 
with him by thcfe.ties, and probably deeming 
his pretenfions juft , declared that he would pay 
^ willing obedience to the lad will of the Qon? 
queror , his friend and benefadlor. Having 
aiTembled Iproe biihops and fome of the principal 
nobility , he inftantly proceeded to the ceremony 
of crowning the new king*; and by this difpatch 
endeavoured to prevent all fadion and refiftance. 
At the fame time, Robert, who had been al- 
ready acknowledged fucceffor to Normandy 9 
took peaceable pofTeOipn of that dutchy. 

But thoueh this partition appeared to have c«nrpi«icy 
been made without any violence or opporition,j^„g^ 
there remained in England many caufes of 
difcontent, which feem^d to menace that kingr 
dom with a fudden revolution. The barons, 
who generally poffeffed large eftatcs both in 
England and in Norrpandy , Mrere uneafy at the 
reparation of thofe territories ; and forcfaw , that^ 
as it would be impoflible for them to preferve 
long their allegiance to two mafters , they muft 
neceffarily refigp either their ancient patrimony 

• Ghron. Sax. p. 192. Brompton, p. 983.. 
' W, Maimer, p. 120. M. Paris, p. 10. Thonv, 
Rudbornc, p. 263. * Hpvedea, p. 461. 
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e H i p» or their new acquifitions \ Robert's title to the 
V. dutchy they efteemed inconteflible ; his claim 
1087' to the kingdom plaufible; and they all defired 
that this prince, who alone had any pretenfions 
to unite, thefe Rates , fliould be put in pofleflion 
of both. A comparifon alfo of, the perfonal 
qualities of the two brothers led them to give 
the preference to the elder. The duke wa« 
brave , open , fincere , generous : Eveft bis 
predominant faults , his extreme indolence and 
facility, were not diTagreeable to thofe haughty 
barons , who affeded independence , and fubmit* 
ted with relu dance to a vigorous adminiflratidn 
in their fovereign. The king, though equally 
brave, was violent, haughty, tyrannical; and 
feemed difpofed to govern more by the fear 
than by the love of his fubjedls. Odo , bifliop 
ofBaicux, and Robert earl of Mortaigne , mater- 
nal brothers of the conqueror, envying the great 
credit of Lanfranc, which was incrc^fed by his 
late fervices , enforced all thefe motives with 
their partifans, and engaged them in a formal 
confpiracy to dethrone the king. They com- 
municated their defign to Eudace , count of 
Bologne, Roger earl of Shrewlbury and Arundel, 
Robert de Belefme , his eldeft fon , William 
bilhop of Durham, Robert deMoubray, Roger 
Bigod , Hugh dc Grentmcfnil; and they eafily 
procured the aflent of thefe potent noblemen. 
Tb^ confpirators , retiring to their callles , 

^ Order. Vitalis, p. 666t 
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r 

haftened to put themfelves in a military pofture; c H A F. 
and cxpeding to be foon fupportcd by a powerful V. 
arcRy from Normandy , they had already begun losr. 
hoftilities in many places. 

The king, fcnfiblc of his perilous fituation, 
endeavoured * to engage the affedlions of the 
native Englifh. As that people were now fo 
thoroughly fubdued that they no longer afpired 
to the recovery of their ancient liberties, and 
were content with the profped of fome mitigt- 
tion in the tyranny of the Norman princes , they 
zealoufly embraced William's caufe , upon re- 
ceiving general promifes of good treatment, and 
-of enjoying the licence of hunting in the royal 
'forefts. The king was foon in a fituation to 
take the field ; and as he knew the danger of* 
delay, he fuddenly marched into Kent; where 
his uncles had already feized the fortreffes of 
Pevenfey and Rochefter. Thefe places he fuD- 
ceffively reduced by famine ; and though he 
was prevailed on by the carl of-Chefter, William 
de Warenne, and Robert FitzHammon, who 
had embraced his caufe , to fpare the lives pf the 
rebels , he confifcatcd all their eftates , and 
banifhed them the kingdom *, This fuccefs gave 
authority to his negociations with Roger earl of 
"Shrewfbury, whom he detached from the con- 
iederates : And as his powerful fleet, joined to 
the. indolent conduA of Robert , prevented the 
arrival of the Norman fuccours , all the other 

' Chron. Sax. p. 195. Order. Vitalis, p. 668, ' ' 
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CHAP, rebels found no refource but in flight or fub- 
V. milfion. Some of them received a pardon ; but 
the greater part were attainted ; and the king 
bedowed . their eftates oa the Norman barons 
who had remained feithfiil to him. 
%09f. William , freed from the danger of thefc in- 

furredions , took little care of fulfilling his promifes 
jto the Englifh , who fUU found themfelves ex- 
pofed to the (ame oppreflions , which they had 
undergone during the reign of the Conqueror , 
and which were rather augmented by th^ vio- 
lent, impetuous temper of the prefent 'monarch. 
The death of Lanfranc, who retained great influence 
over him, gave foon after a full career to his 
tyranny ; and ^11 orders of men foupd i^eafon to 
complain of an arbitrary and illegal adminiftration. 
Even the privileges of the church , held iacred 
in thofe days , were a feeble rampart againft his 
ufurpations. He feized the temporalities of all 
the vacant bifboprics and abbies ; he delayed 
the appointing of fucceffors to thofe dignities^ 
that he might the longer enjoy the profits of their 
revenue j he bellowed (ome of {h^ cburch-jands 
in property on his captains and favourites; and 
he openly fet to fale fuch fees and abbies as he 
thought proper to difpofe of. Though the murmurs 
of the ecclcfiaftics , whiqh were quickly propagated 
to the nation, rofe high againft this grievance, 
the terror of William's authority, confirmed by 
the fuppreffion of the late infurredions , retained 
every one in fubjedlion, and pre(e^e4 general 
tranquillity in EngUnd. 
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The king even thought himfelf enabled to c h A P. 
difturb his brother in the poffeflion of Normandy. v. 
The loofe and negligent adminiftration of that 1090, 
prince had emboldened the Norman barons to Jj*J*mMdyf 
atfed a great independency ; and their mutual 
quarrels and devaftations had rendered that whole 
territory a fccne of violence and outrage. Two 
pf them , Walter and 0(Jo , were bribed by 
William to deliver the fortreffes of St Valori and 
Albemarle into his hands : Others foon after 
imitated the example of revolt ; while Philip, 
Jcing of France , who ought to h^^ve proteftcd 
Jiis vaffal in the poffeflion of his fitf, was, after 
tnaking Jbme efforts in his favour , engaged by 
large prcfents to remain neuter. The duke had 
plfo reafon to apprehend danger from the uv 
trigues of his brother Henry. This young prince, 
.^ho had inherited nothing of his father's great 
poffeflions but fbme' of bis money , had furniflied 
Robert , while he was making his preparations 
?gainft England ^ with the fum of three thoufand 
marks ; and in return for fo flender a fupply, 
had been put in poffeflion of the Colentin , which 
comprehended near a third of the dutchy of 
Normandy. Robert afterwards upon fome fuf- 
picion threw him into prifon ; but finding him- 
felf expofed to invafion ^om the king of England, 
and, dreading the conjun^^on of the two brothers 
>gainft hinn, he now gave Henry his liberty, 
and even made ufe of hi$ alfif^ance in fupprefling 
jthe infurredions of his rebellious fubjeds. Conan, 
a rich burgefs of Roiien , had entered into 3 
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CHAP, confpiracy to deliver that city to William; buC 
V. Henry , on the detcdion of his guilt , carried the 

1090. traitor up to a high tower, and with his ovm 
hands flung him from the battlements. 

i The king appeared in Normandy at the head 

of an army ; and afiFairs feemed to have come to 
extremity between the brothers ; when the nobility 
on both fides, ftrongly conneded by intereft and 
alliances , interpofed and mediated an accom- 
modation, ^he chief advantage of this treaty 
accrued to William , who obtained pofTeffion of 
the territory of Eu, the towns of Aumale, Fct 
camp, and other places : But in return he pro- 
mifed, that he would affift his brother in fubduing 
. Maine , which had rebelled ; and that the Norman 
barons, attainted in Robert's caufe, (hould be 
rcftorcd to their eftates in England. The two 
brothers alfo ftipulated, that, on the demife of 
cither without iffue , the furvivor ihould inherit 
lall his dominions ; and twelve of the mod powerful 
barons on each fide fwore , that they would 
employ their power to infurc the efiEedual exe- 
cution of the whole treaty ' : A ftrong proof of 
the great independence and authority of the nobles 
in thofe ages ! 

Prince Henry , difgufted , that fo little care 
had been taken of his interefts in this accom- 



' Chron. Sax. p. 197. W. Malm. p. 121. Hoveden, 
p. 46a. M. Paris, p. ii. Annal. Waverl. p. 137. W. 
Heming. p. 463. Sim. Dunelm. p. 216. Brompton , p. 986* 
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mddatlon, retired to St. Michaers Mount, a c h a p. 
ftrong fortrefs on the coaft of Normandy, and x* 
infefted the neighbourhood with hj$ incurfions. 
Robert and William with their joint forces 
beficged him in this place, and had nearly re- 
duced him by the fcarcity of water; when tfic 
elder , hearing of his diftrefs , granted him per- 
iniilion to fupply himfclf, and alfo fent himfome 
pipes of wine for his own table. Being reproved 
by William for this . ill-timed generofity , he 
replied, IVhat^ sliall 1 fuffcr my br other to die of 
thirft ^ Whtrt shall we find another , when he is 
jone? The king alfo, during this fiege, performed 
an adl of generofity , which was lefs fuitable to 
bis charadler. Riding out one day alone, to 
take a furvey of the fortrefs , he was attacked 
by two foldiers , and difmounted. One of them 
drew his fword in order to difpatch him ; when the 
king exclaimed. Hold knave ! I am the king of Eng^ 
land. The foldier fufpended his blow ; and 
raifmg the king from the ground, with expref- 
fions of refped , received a handfome reward ^ 
and was taken into his fervice. Prince Henry 
was foon after obliged to capitulate ; and being 
defpoiled of all his patrimony , wandered about 
for fome time with very fe^ attendants , and 
often in great poverty. 

The continued inteftine difcord among the 1091. 
barons was alone , in that age , deftrudive : The. 
public wars were commonly fliort and feeble, 
produced little bloodflied , and were attended 
^ith no memorable event To this Nitrman wai:^ 1 
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CHAP, which was fd foon concluded^ there fucceeded 
V. hoftilitics with Scotland , which were not of 
longer duration. Robert here commanded his 
brother s army , and obliged Malcolm to accept 
of peace and do homage to the crown of Eng- 
'^3. land. This peace was not more durable. Malcolm^ 
two years after , levying an armjr , invsided Eng* 
land; and after ravaging Northumberland, he 
laid fiege to Alnwic , where a party of carl 
Moubray's troops falling upon him by (iirptize ^ 
ti Qiatp adion enfued, iti which Malcolm was 
flain. This incident interrupted for fomc years 
the regular fucceflion to the Sc6ttifh crown- 
Though Malcolm left legitimate fbns, hisbrotbcfr, 
Donald , on slccouht of the youth of thefe princes » 
was advanced to the throne ; but kept not long 
pofleflion of it. Duncan, natural fon of Malcolm, 
formed a confpifacy againfthim ; and being aflliled 
by William A/^ith a fmall fotce ^ made hirofelf 
mafter of the kingdOiti. New broils enfued with 
Normandy. The franc , open , remifs temper of 
Robert was ill -fitted to withftand the interefted, 
rapacious charader of William , who ♦ fopporfcd 
' by greater power, was ftill encroaching on bis 
brother's pofleflions, and infligating his turbulent 
barons to rebellion againft him. The king, 
X094. having gone over to Normandy to fupport his 
partifans , Ordered an *my of twenty thoufand 
men to be levied in England , and to be conduded 
to the fea-coaft , as if they were inftantly to be 
embarked. Here Ralph Flambard , the king s 
minifter , and the chief inftniment of his extortions^ 
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exaded teii fhiliings a piece from them^ in lieii c h a f* 
of tbeir fervice, and then difmifled them into v* 
their fcvcral counties* This money vra? fo fkilfuUy 
employed by William , that it rendered him bet* 
ter fervice than he could have expeAed from the 
army. He engaged the French king by new 
prefents to depart frdm theprotedion of Robert; 
«nd he daily bribed th^ Norman barons to deiete 
his fervice : But was prevented from pufhing 
his Advantages by an incurfion of the Welfli, 
which obliged him tb return to England. He 
found no difficulty in repelling the enemy ; but 
was not able tb make any confiderable impt'eflion 
on a country, guarded by its mountainous 
fitUation. A confpiracy of his own bat-ons, which 
Was deteded at this time , appeared a more ferious 
concern , and engroffed all his attentiori. Robert «o^- 
Moubtay, earl of Northumberland , was at the 
head of this combination ; and he engaged in it 
the count d'Eu , Richard de TUnbridgc , Roger 
de Lacey , and many others. The purpofe of * 

the eonfpiratbrs Was to dethrone the king, and 
to advance in his ftead, Stephen, count of Au* 
male , nephew to the Conqueror. William's 
difpatch prevented the defign from takitlg effed , 
and difconcerted the confpirators. Moubray made 
fome refiftatice ; but being taken prifoner , was 
attainted, and thrown into confinement, whefe 
he died about thirty years after. The count 
d'Eu denied his cdncurtence in the plot ; and to 209^. 
juftify himfelf, fought, in the prefence of the 
court at Windfor , a duel with Geoffi-cy Baiaar4 
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H A p. who, accufcd him. But being worftcd in the 
V. combat, he was condemned to be caftrated, and 
109$. to have his eyes put out William de Alderi, 
another confpirator, was fuppofed to be treate4 
with more rigor , ; when he was fentenced to 
be hanged. 
The Cr«- fiuT the noife of thefe petty wars and com- 

***** motions was quite funk in- the tumult of the 

Crufades , which now engroffed the attention of 
Europe , and have ever fince engaged the curiofity 
of mankind , as the moft fignal and mod durable 
monument of human folly , that has yet appeared 
in any age or nation. After Mahomet bad , by 
means of his pretended revelations, united the 
difperfed Arabians under one head , they ifTued 
forth from their defarts in great multitudes; and 
being animated with zeal for their new religion, 
and fupported by the vigor of their new 
government , they made deep impreffion on the 
eaftern empire, which was far in the decline, 
with regard both to military difcipline and to 
civil policy. Jerufaleni, by its fituation ,. became 
.one of their moft early conquefU ; apd the 
Chriftians had the mortification to, fee the holy 
fepulchre, and the other places, confecrated by 
the prefence of their religious founder , fallen into 
the poffeflGon of infidels. But the Arabians or 
Saracens Avere fo employed in military enterprizes, 
by which they fpread their empire, in a fevr 
years, from the banks of the Ganges, to the 
Streights of Gibraltar, that they had no Icifure 
lor theological controvprfy : And thoggh^ t^9 

Alcoran, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



WILLIAM RUPUS. 385 

Alcoran, the original monument of their faith, c H a v. 
feems to contain fome violent precepts , they w 

were ranch lefs infeded with the fpirit of bigotry lostf. 
and perfecution than the indolent and fpeculative 
Greeks, who were continually refining on the 
feveral articles of their religious fyftem. They 
gave little difturbancc to thofe zealous pilgrims , 
who daily flocked to Jergfalem ; and they allowed 
every man , after paying a moderate tribute , to 
vitit the holy fepulchre^ to perform his religious 
duties , and t6 return in peace. But the Turcomans 
or Turks, a tribe of Tartars , who had embraced 
Mahometanifm , having wrcfted Syria from the 
Saracens , and having in the year 1065 n'ade 
themfelves mafter^ of Jerufalem , rendered the 
pilgrimage much more difficult and dangerous to 
the Chriflians. The barbarity of their manners, 
and the confufions attending their unfettled 
government, expofed the pilgrims to many in- 
fults, robberies, and extortions ; and thefe zealots, 
returning from their meritorious fatigues and 
fuflferings , filled all Chriftendom with indignation 
againft the infidels, who profaned the holy city 
by their prefencc , and derided the facred myfteries 
in the very place of their completion. Gregory VIL 
among the other vaft ideas which he entertained^ 
had formed the defign of uniting all the weftern 
Chriftians againft the Mahometans ; but the 
egregious and violent invafions of that pontiff on 
the civil power of princes , bad created him fo 
many enemies , and had rendered his fchemes fo 
fufpicious, that he was not able to make great 
Vol. X. C c 

\ 
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HAP. progrefs in this undertaking. The work was rc- 
V. ferved for a meaner inftrument , whole low con- 

1095. dition in life expofed him to no jealonfy, and 
whofe folly was well calculated to coincide with 
the prevailing principles of the times. 

Peter, commonly called the Hermit, a native 
of Amiens in Picardy , had made the pilgrimage 
to Jerufalem. Being deeply afteded with the 
dangers , to which that adl of piety now expofed 
the pilgrims , as well as with the inftances of 
oppreffion , under which the eaftern Chriftians 
. laboured , he entertained the bold , and in all 
appearance ,' impradicable projeA of leading into 
Afia , from the fartheft extremities of the Weft , 
armies fufficient to fubdue thofe potent and war- 
like nations , which now held the holy city in 
fubjedlion *. He propofed his views to Martin II. 
who filled the papal chair, and who, though 
fenfible of the advantages , which the head of the 
Cbriftian religion muft reap from a religious war, 
and though he efteemed the blind zeal of Peter 
a proper means for efFeding the purpofe *, re- 
folved not to interpofe his authority , till he faw a 
greater probability of fuccefs. He fummoned a 
council at Placentia ^ which confifted of four 
thoufand ecclefiaftics and thirty thoufand feculars ; 
and which was fo numerous , that no hall could 
contain the multitude , and it was neceffary to 
hold the aflembly in a plain. The harangues ol 

• Gul. Tyrius, lib. i. cap. 11. M. Parig, p. 17^ 
•' CuL Tyrius, lib. i cap. 13. 
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the pope , and of Peter Kimfelfi teprefentiilg tho C U A *, 
difmal fituation of their brethren in the eafl, and v, 

the indignity , fufFered by the Chriftian name,^ it^?!* 
in allowing the holy city to remain in the hands 
of infidels, here found the minds of men fo well 
prepared ^ that the ivhole tnukitudci ^ fuddcnly 
and violently , declared for the war , and folemnly 
devoted themfelves to perform this fervice ^ fo 
meritorious, as they Believed it, to God and 
tcligion* . 

But though ttaly feemed thus to have zealoufl/ 
eoibraced the entcrprize , Martin knew , that , iti 
order to infure fuccefs , it was neceflary to inlift 
the greater and more warlike nations in the famd 
engagement ; and having previoufly exhorted 
Peter to vifit the chief cities arid fovereigns o£ 
Chriftendom, he fumraoned another council afe 
Clermont in Auvergne **. 'iThe fame of thi> 
great and pious defign j being now univerfall/ 
diflfiifed , procured the attendance of the grcateft 
prelates , nobles , and princes ; and when the 
pope and the hermit renewed their pathetic ex-» 
hortatioiis, the whole aflembly , as if impelled by ait 
immediate infpiration, not moved by their preceding 
impreffidns , exclaimed with one voice , It is the 
loill of God , it is the ibill of God ': Words deemed, 
fo memorable , ^rid fo much the refult of a divine 
influence , that they were employed as the fignal 
of rendez-Vou$ and battle in all the future exploits 

Concil, torri. x. Concil. Claroni. ftlatth; f arto , p. \6i 
M. W«ft. p. 333. 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



388 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

G H A p. of tbofc adventurers ". Men of all ranks fle\r 
V. to arms with the utmoft ardour ; and an exterior 
1096. fymbol too , a circumftance of ^ chief moment , 
was here chofen by the devoted combatants. 
The fign of the crofs, which had been hitherto 
fo much revered among Chriftians , and which , 
the more it was an objeA of reproach among the 
pagan world , was the more paffionately cherifhed 
by them , became the badge of union , and was 
affixed to their right fhoulder, by all who inlifted 
themfelvcs in this facred warfare '*. 

Europe was at this time funk into profound 
ignorance and fuperftitidn : The ecclefiaftics had 
acquired the greateft afcendant over the human 
mind : The people, who^ being little reftrained 
by honour, and lefs by law, abandoned them* 

I felves to the worft crimes and diforders, knew 

of no other expiation than the obfervances im- 
pofed on them by their fpiritual padors : And 
it was eafy to reprefent the holy war as an 
equivalent for all penances '* , and an atonement 
for every violation of juftice and humanity. But 
amidd the abjedl fuperftition , which now pre- 
vailed , the military fpirit alfo had univerfally 
diffufed itfelf ; and though not fupported by art 
or difcipline , was become the general paflion of 
the nations, governed by the feudal law. AH 
the great lords poflefTed the right of peace and 

Hiftoria Belli Sacri, torn. I. Mufaei ItaL 
" Hift. Belli Sacri , torn. I. Muf. luL Order. Vitafc 
p, ^zi. ** Ibid. p. 7^0. 
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war: They "were engaged in perpetual hodllities chap. 
Vfkh each other : The open country was become v. 

a fcene of outrage and diforder : The cities , 1096, 
ftill mean and poor, were neither guarded by 
walls , nor protected by privileges , and were 
expofed to evtry infult : Individuals were obliged 
to depend for lafety on their own force , or their 
private alliances : And valour was the only ex« 
cellence , which was held in efleem , or gave one 
man the pre-eminence above another. When all 
the particular fuperftitions , therefore , were here 
united in one great objeA , the ardour for military 
enterprizes took the fame diredlion ; and Europe, 
impelled by its two ruling paflions, was loofened, 
as it were » from its foundations , and feemed 
to precipitate itfelf in one united body upon the 
caft. 

All orders of men , deeming the crufades the 
only road to heaven, inlifted themfelves under 
thefe facred banners , and were impatient to open 
the Way with their fword to the holy city. Nobles, 
artifans, peafants , even priefts '* enrolled their 
names; and to decline this meritorious fervicc 
was branded with the reproach of impiety, or 
what perhaps was efteemed ftill more difgraceful, 
of cowardice and pufillanimity '\ The infirm 
and aged contributed to the expedition by prefents 
and money ; and many of them , not fatisfied with 
the merit of this atonement , attended it in perfon, 
and were determined , if poffible , to breathe their 

" Order. Vital p. 720. '' \V. Malm. p. 133. 
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e Jt A p, laft, in fight of that city where their Saviour had 
V. died for them. Women themfelves , concealing 
%psi^ their ftx upder the difguife of armour, attended 
the camp ; and commonly forgot ftiJl more the 
duty of their fex , by proftituting themfelves, 
without referve, to the army '*•' The greatefl 
criminals were forward in a fervice, which they 
regarded as a propitiation for all crimes ; and 
the moft enormous diforders were , during the 
courfc of thofe expeditions , committed by men , 
Inured to wickednefs , encouraged by example, 
and impelled by neceffity. The multitude of 
the adventurers foon became fo great, that their 
morefagacious leaders, Hugh count of Vermandois, 
brother to the French king, Raymond count of 
Touloufc , Godfrey of Bouillon , prince of Brabant, 
^d Stephen count of Blois '^ became apprehenfive 
left the greatnefs itfclf of the armament fhould 
difappoint its purpofe; and they permitted an 
undifciplined multitude , computed at 300,000 men, 
to go before them , under the command of Peter 
the Hermit, and Walter the IVloneylefs ". Thefe 
men took the road towards Conftantinople through 
Hungary and Bulgaria ; and trufting , that Heaven, 
by fupernatural afliftance, would fupply all. their 
neceflities , they made no provifioni^orfubfiflence 
on their march. They foon found themfelves 
obliged to obtain by plunder what they had vain- 
ly expeifled from miracles ; and the enriaged 

'^ Vcrtot Hift. dcs Cl^ev. dc Malta, vol. i. p. 46, 
•^ Sim. Dun^lra, p. 2:^3. " Matth. Paris , p. 17. 
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inliabitants of the countries through which they c H A F# 
palTed , gathering, together ia arms , attacked v. 
the diforderly multitude, and put them to flaughter ' lost* 
•witliout refiftance. The more difciplincd armies 
followed after ; and pafling the ftreights at 
Conftantinople , they were muftered in the plains 
of Ada , ,and amounted in the whole to the 
number of 700,000 combatants **. 

Amidst this univerfal frenzy , which fpread 
itfelf by contagion throughout Europe , efpecially 
in France and Germany , men were not entirely ' 
forgetful of their prefent interefts ; and both thofe 
who went on this expedition , and thofe who 
ftayed behind , entertained fchemes of gratifying ^ 
by its means , their avarice or their ambition. 
The nobles who inlifted themfelves were moved, 
from the romantic fpirit of the age , to hope for 
opulent eftablifllments in the eaft , the chief feat 
of arts and commerce during thofe ages ; and in 
purfuit of thefe chimerical projedls , they fold at the 
lowefl price their ancient caftles and inheritances , 
which had now loft all value in their eyes. The 

- greater princes , who remained at home , befides 
cftablifliing peace in their dominions by giving 
occupation abroad to the inquietude and martial 
difpofition of their fubjeds, took the opportunity 
of annexing to their crown many confiderablc 
fiefs , either by purchafe or by the extindion of 
heirs. The pope frequently turned the zeal of 
the crufaders from the infidels againft his own 



*! Matth. Paris , p. ao, 2i« 
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6 H A p. enemies , whom he reprefented as equally criminal 
V. with the enemies of Chrift. 'The convents and 
1095. other religious focicties bought the pofleffions of 
the adventurers \ and as the contributions of the 
faithful were commonly intruded to their manage- 
ment ,j they often diverted to this purpofc what 
was intended to be employed againft the infidels *'. 
But no one was a more immediate gainer by this 
epidemic fury than the king of England , who 
kept aloof from all connexions with thofe fanatical 
and romantic warriors. 
Acqoifido* Robert, duke of Normandy , impelled by 
msMdj' ^^^ bravery and miftaken generofity of his fpirit, 
had early inlifted himfelf in the crufade ; but 
being always unprovided with money , he found , 
» that it would be irapracflicable for him to appear 

in a manner fuitable to his rank and ftation, at 
the head of his numerous vaffals and fubjeds , 
who > tranfported with the general rage , were 
determined to follow him into Afia. He refolved, 
therefore , to mortgage or rather to fell his 
dominions , which he had not talents to govern » 
and he offered them to his brother William , for 
the very unequal fum of ten thoufand marks *'. 
The bargain was foon concluded : The king 
raifed the money by violent extortions on his 
fubjeds of all ranks , even on the convents , 



** Padre Paolo Hift» dei bcnef. ccclefiaft. p. 128. 

" W. Malm. p. 123. Chron. T. Wykes , p. 24. AnnaL 
Wavcrl. p. 139. W. Homing, p. 467. Flor^Wig, p. 648. 
Sim. Dunelm. p. 2ZZ. Knyghton, p. ^(364. 
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who were obliged to melt their plate in order to c H a p. 
furnifh the quota demanded of them ** : He was v. 
pu(; in pofleflion of Normandy and Maine; and xo9«* 
Robert , providing himfelf with a magnificent 
train , fet out for the Holy Land , in purfuit of 
glory; and in full confidence of fecuring his 
eternal falvation. 

Thb fmallnefs of this Turn , with the difficulties 
which William found in raifing it , fuffices alone 
to refute the account which is faeedlefsly adopted 
by hiftorians , of the enormous revenue of the 
conqueror. Is it credible , that Robert would 
confign to the rapacious hands of his brother 
fuch confiderable dominions, for a fum, which, 
according to that accmmt , made not a week's 
income of his father's Englifh revenue alone ? Or 
that the king of England could not on demand > 
without opprefling his fubjeds , have been able 
to pay him the money ? The conqueror , it is 
agreed , was frugal as well as rapacious ;. yet his 
treafure , at his death , exceeded not 60,000 pounds, 
which hardly amounted to his income for two 
months : Another certain refutation of tfiat exag« 
gerated account. 

The fury of the crufades, during this age, lels 
infedled England than the neighbouring kingdoms; 
probably becaufe the Norman conquerors, finding 
their fettlement id that king<lom ftill fomewhat 
precarious , durft not abandon their homes , in 

** Eadmcr, p. 35. W. Malm. p. 123. W. Heming, 
p. 467. 
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« n A p. qucft of dillant adventures. The felfift interefted 
V. fpirit alfo of the king, which kept him from 
loti. kindling in the general flame , checked its progreft 
among his fubjedls ; and as he is accufed pf open 
profanenefs ** , and was endued with a ibarp wit *% 
it is likely that he made the romantic chivalry 
of the crufaders the objed of his perpetual raillery,, 
As an inftance of bis irreligion ; we are told , that 
he once accepted of fixty marks from ^ Jew, 
•whofe fon had been converted to Chriftianity, 
and who engaged him by that prefcnt to affift 
him in bringing back the youth to Judaifm. William 
employed both menaces and perfuafion for that 
purpofe ; but finding the convert obftinate in his 
new faith, he fent fpr the father, and told him , 
■ that as he had not fuccccdcd , it was not juft 
that he fhould keep the prefent ; but as he had 
done his utmoft, it was bqt equitable that he 
(hould be paid for his pains ; and he would 
therefore retain opiy thirty marks of the money*'. 
At another time , it is laid , he fent for fomc 
learned Ghriftian theologians and fome rabbies^ 
and bade them fairly difputc the queftion of their 
religion in his prefence : He was perfedly in- 
different tetweeti them ; bad his ears open to reafon 
jind convidion ; and would embrace that doftrinc 
which upon coaiparifon fliould be found fup- 
ported by the moft foUd arguments ^\ If this 

•' G. Newbr. p. 358. W. Gcmet p. 292, 
•* W. Malm. p. 122. V E^dmer, p. 47. 
V W. Malm- p. 123. 
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Rory be true , it is probable that he meant only c It A r* 
to amufe himfelf by turning both into ridicule: V. 

But we muft be cautious of admitting every thing '•^ 
related by the monkifh hiftorians to the dilad vantage 
of this prince : He had the misfortune to be 
engaged in quarrels with the ecclefiaftics , parti- 

• cularly with Anfelm , commonly called St. Anfelm, 
archbifhop of Canterbury; and it is no wonder 

• his memory fhould be blackened by the hiftorians 
of that orderf 

A FT E R the death of Lanfranc , the king, for ^"f"**^ 
feveral years, retained in his own hands the re-£.g,„^ji,V 
venues of Canterbury , as he did thofe of many primate 
other vacant bifhoprics : but falling into a danger- 
ous ficknefe, he was feized with remorfe, and 
the clergy reprefcnted to him , that he was in 
danger of eternal perdition, if before his death he 
did not make atonement for thofe multiplied 
impieties and facrileges , of which he had been 
guilty *'. He refolved therefore to fupply inftantly 
the vacancy of Canterbury ; and for that purpofe 
he fent for Anfelm, a Piedmontefe by birtli, 
abbot of Bee in Normandy , who was much 
celebrated for his learning and piety. The abbot 
carneftly refufcd the dignity, fell on his knees, 
wept , and entreated the king to change his 
purpofe " , and when he found the prince obftinate 
in forcing the paftoral ftafif upon him , he kept 
his fift fo faft clenched , thiit it required the 



•' Eadmcr, p, 16. Chron, Sax. p. I9t 
•• Ibii p. 17. Dicet» , p. 494* 
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c H 4 r. utmoft violence of the byftanders to open it, 
V. and force him to receive that enfign of fpiritual 
i©^- dignity **. William foon after recovered ; and 
his paflions regaining their wonted vigor , he 
returned to his former violence and rapine. He 
detained in prifon feveral perfons whom he had 
brdered to be freed during the time of his penitence ^ 
he ftill preyed upon the ecclefiaftical benefices; 
the falc of fpiritual dignities continued as open as 
ever ; and he kept poffeflion of a confiderable 
part of the revenues belonging to the fee. of 
Canterbury '*. But he found in Anfelm that 
perfevering oppofition ,, which he had reafon to 
exped from the oftentatious humility , which 
that prelate had difplayed in refufing his pro- 
motion. 

The oppofition , m^ide by Anfelm , was the 
more dangerous on account of the charader of 
piety , which he foon acquired in England , by 
, his great zeal againft all abufes , particularly thofc 
in dre£$ and ornament. There was a mode, 
which , in that age , prevailed throughout Europe, 
both among men and women , to give an enormous 
length to their fhoes , to draw the toe to a fharp 
point, and to affix to it the figure of a bird's 
bill , or fome fuch ornament , which was turned 
upwards , and which was often fuftained by gold 
or filvcr chains tied to the knee **. The eccle- 
fiaftics took exception at this ornament , which , 

*• Eadmcr, p. i8. '* Ibid p. i8. 49. Chron. 

Sax. p. 1O9. *' Order. Vital, p, 6$Z. W. Malmcf. 

p. 123. Knyghton, p. ^396. 
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they faid , was an attempt to bely the Scripture , c H A P. 
where it is affirmed, that no man can add a cubit v. 
to his ftaturc ; and they declaimed againft it with ^®**^ 
great vehemence , nay affembled fome fynods , 
who abfolutely condemned it. But, fuch are 
the ftrange con traditions in human nature !' 
though the clergy , at that time, could oyertura 
thrones , and had authority fufficient to fend above 
a million of men on their errand to the defarts of 
Afia, they could never prevail againft thefe long- 
pointed fhoes : On the contrary, that caprice, 
contrary to all other modes , maintained its 
ground during feveral centuries ; and if the clergy 
had not at laft defifted from their perfecution of 
it, it might ftill have been the prevailing faibion 
in Europe. 

But Anfelra was more fortunate in decrying 
the particular mode, which was the objedl of 
his averfion , and which probably had not taken 
fuch faft hold of the aflfedions of the people. He 
preached zgaloufly againft the long hair and curled 
locks , which were then fafhionable among the 
courtiers ; he refuled the afhes on Afh-Wedncfday 
to chofe who were fo accoutred ; and his autho- 
rity and eloquence had fuch influencet that the 
young men univerfally abandoned that ornament , 
and appeared in the cropt hair, which was recom- , 
mended to them by the fermons of the primate. 
The noted hiftorian of Anfclm, wbo was alfo 
his companion and fccrctary, celebrates highly 
this effort of his zeal atnd piety '*. 

*' Eadmer, p. a^ 
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• H A F. When William*s profanenefs therefore returnee! 
V. to him with his health , he vras foon engaged in 
*^* controverfies with this auftere prelate. There 
was at that time a fchifm in the church , between 
Urban and Clement, who both pretended to the 
papacy **, and Anfelm, who, as abbot of Bee ^ 
had already acknowledged the former , was deter- 
mined, without the king's confent, to introduce 
bis authority into England '*. William , who ^ 
imitating his father's example , hiid prohibited his 
fubjeds from recognifing any pope , whom he 
had not previoufly received, was enraged at this 
attempt ; and fummoned a fynod at Rockingham^ 
with an intention of depofing Anfelm : But the 
prelate's fuffragans declared , that , without the 
papal authority , they knew of no expedient foi* 
infliding that punifhmcnt on their primate ". 
The king was at laft engaged by other motives 
to give the preference to Urban's title ; Anfelm 
received the pall from that pontiff ; and matters 
s feemed to be accommodated between the king 
and the primate ** , when the quarrel oroke out 
afrelh from a new caufe« William had undertaken 
an expedition againft Wales > and required the 
archbifho|^ to furnilh his quota of foldiers for 
that fervice ; but Anfelm , who regarded the 
demand as an pppreflion on the church , and yet 
durft not refufc compliance , fent them fo miferably 

*' Hovcden, p. 46^. '* Eadmcr, p. 515. M.Paris, 

^. 13. Diceco, p. 494 Spellm. Cone. vol. ii^ p. i6« 
" Eadmer, p. 30. .*' Diccto, p. 495. 
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accoutred, thatthe king was extremely difpleafed, c « . 
and threatened him with aprofecution '\ Anfelm^ v. 
on the other hand, demanded pofitively that all tha 
xevenues of his fee fhould be reftored to him ; 
appealed to Rome againft the king's injufticc '•; 
and aflfairs came to fuch extremities , that the 
primate, finding it dangerous to remain in the 
kingdom, defired and obtained the king's permit 
fion to retire beyond fea. All his temporalities 
were feized ''; but he was received with great 
refped by Urban , who confidered him as a 
martyr in the caufe of religion , and even 
menaced the king, on account of his proceedings 
againft the primate and the church, with the 
fentence of excommunication. Anfcira aflGfted at 
the council of Bari, where, befides fixing the- 
controverfy between the Greek and Latin churches, 
concerning theproceffion oftheHoly Ghoft^*, the 
right of eledion to church preferments was dcclar* 
ed to belong to the clergy alone , and fpiritual cen* 
fures were denounced againft all ecclefiaftics , who 
did homage to laymen for their fees or benefices, 
and againft all laymen who, exadled^ it **. The 
rite of homage, by the feudal cuftoms, was, 
that the valTal fhould throw himfelf on his knees^ 
fiiould put his joined hands between thofe of his 
fuperior , and fhould in that pofture fwear fealty 

*' Eadmer, p. 37, 43. " Ibid, p. 40* 

•■ M. Paris, p. 13. Parker, p. 178. 

** Eadmer, p. 49. M. Pa^^ p. 13. Sin. DunLp. ^94 

^ JSJ. Parii ^ p. i4» 
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G H A F. to him **• But the council declared it execrable^ 
r. that pure hands, which could create God, and 
could offer hira up as a facrifice for the falvation 
of mankind, fiiould be put, after this humiliating 
manner, between profane hands, which, befides 
being inured to rapine and bloodfbcd , were 
employed, day and night in impure purpofes and 

^ obfcene contads *^ Such were the reafonings 

prevalent in that age ; reafonings , which , though 
they cannot be paffed over in filence, without 
omitting the mod curious and, perhaps , not the 
leaft inftrudive part of hiftory, can fcarcely be 
delivered with the requifite decency and gravity^ 
The ceffion of Normandy and Maine by duke 
Robert increafed the king's territories ; but 
brought him no great increafe of power, becaufcr 
of the unfettled ftate of thofe countries , the 
mutinous difpofition of the barons, and the vici^nitjr 
of the French king , who fupported them in all 
their infurredions. Even Helie , lord of la Fleche, 
a fmall town in Anjou ^ was able to give him 
inquietude ; and this great monarch was obliged 
to make feveral expeditions abroad , without 
being able to prevail over fo petty a baron , 
who had acquired the confidence and affedions 
of the inhabitants of Maine. He was , however^ 
fo fortunate , as at laft to take him prifoner in 
a rencounter; but having releafed him^ at the 

** Spcllman , Du Cange , in verb- Hominium. 
*' W. Hcraing, p. 467. Flor. Wigom. p. 649. Sim. 
Dvnelm, p. ^24. Brompton, p. 994* 
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interceflion of the French king and the count of c h a p. 
Anjou,.he found the province of Maine flill v. 
expofed to his intrigues and incurfions. HeJie , 1099. 
being introduced by the citizens into the town 
of Mans, befiegcd.the garrifon in the citadel, 
William, who was hunting in the new foreft, 
when he received intelligence of this hoftile 
attempt, was fo provoked, that he immediately 
turried bis horfe, and galloped to the fea-fliore 
at Dartmouth ; declaring , that he >vould not 
Aop a moment till he had taken vengeance for 
the offence. He found the weather fo cloudy 
and tempeftuoifs , that the mariners thought ic 
dangerous to put to fea : But the king hurried 
on board , and ordered them to f^t fail inftantly ; 
telling them that they never yet heard of a king 
that was drowned **. ^ By this vigor and celerity, 
he delivered the citadel of Mans from its prefcnt 
danger; and purfuing Helie into his own ter- 
ritories , he laid fiege to Majol , a fmall caftle in 
thofe parts : But a wound, which he received itoo, 
before this place , obliged him to raife the fiege; 
and he returned to England. 

The weaknefs of the grcatcft monarchs, during 
this age, in their military expeditions againft their 
neareft neighbours, appears the more furprifing, 
when we eonfider the prodigious numbers , which 
even petty princes, fcconding the enthufiaftic rage 
of the people, were able to affemble, and to condud 

** W. Malm. p. 104. H. Hunt p. 378. M. Paris , 
p. 36. Ypod. Ncuft. p, 44«. 
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t H A p. in dangerous cntcrprizes to die remote provinces 
V. of Afia. William , earl of Poitiers and duk€ of 
'*^' Guienne , enflamed with the glory , and not 
'difcouraged by the misfortunes, >¥hich had attended 
the former adventurers in the crufades , had put 
Limfelf at the head of an immenfe multitude, 
computed by fome hiftorians to amount to 60,000 
horfe, and a much greater number of foot *% and 
he purpofcd to lead them into the Holy Land 
againft the infidels. He wanted money to forward 
the preparations requifitc for this expeditioi? , and 
he oflFered to mortgage all his dominions to Wil- 
liam, widiout entertaining any fcruple on account 
of chat rapacious and iniquitous hand , to which he 
refolved to corifign them **. The king accepted 
the offer ; and had prepared a fleet , and an army, 
in order to efcort the money , and take pofTeflion 
of the rich provinces of Guienne and Poidou; 
:,iK%ivfi* when an accident put an end to his life , and to 
all his ambitious projeAs. He was engaged in 
hunting, the fole amufement, and indeed tlie chief 
occupation of princes in thofe rude times , when 
fociety was little cultivated , and the arts afforded 
few objedls worthy of attention. Walter Tyrrcl , 
a French gentleman , remarkable for his addrefs 
in archery , attended him in this recreation , of 
which the new foreft was the fcene ; and at 
William haJl difmounted after a chace, Tyrrel, 

^^ W. Malm. p. 149. The whole 13 faid, by Order. 
Vital, p. 789 9 to amount to 500,000 men. 
^ W. MalmeC p. 127. 
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impatient to (how his dexterity, let fly an arrow chat. 
at a ftag, which fuddenly darted before him. The v. 
arrow , glancing from a tree , ftruck the king in "^^ 
the breafl: , and inftantly flew hin^ *' ; while ** * 
Tyrrel, without informing any one of tlie ac- 
cident, put fpurs CO his horfe, haftened to the 
fea-fliore, embarked for France, and joined the 
crulade in an expedition to Jerufalem ; a penance^ 
which he impofed on himfelf for this involuntary 
crime. The body of William was found in the 
foreft by the country -people , and was buried 
without any pomp or ceremony at Winchefter. 
His courtiers were negligent in performing the 
laft duties to a mafler who was fo little beloved ; 
and every one was too much occupied in the 
interefling objeA of fixing his fucceflbr, to attend 
the funerals of a dead fovereign. 

The memory of this monarch is tranfmitted to •n^ eii^ftc^ 
us with little advanuge by the churchmen, ^^^^^^ 
whom he had offended ; and though we may 
fufped in general, that their account of his vices 
is fomewhat exaggerated , his condud affords 
little reafon for contradiding the charader which 
they have afligned him , or for attributing to him 
any very eflimable qualities. He feems to have 
been a violent and tyrannical prince ; a perfidious^ 
encroaching, and dangerous neighbour; an unkind 
and ungenerous relation. He was equally prodigal 
and rapacious in the management of his treafufy; 

*' W. Malm. p. 126. H. Hunt p. 378. M. PtriJi, 
p. 37. Petr. Bkf. p. 1 10. 
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H A p, and if he poffefled abilities, he lay fo much 
V. under the government of impetuous paflions, 
iioo. that he made little ufe of them in his adminiftration; 
and he indulged, without re ferve, that domineering 
policy, which fuited his temper, and which, if 
fupported, as it was in him, with courage and 
vigor , proves often more fuccefsful in difor- 
derly times , than the decpeft forefight and moft 
refined artifice. 

The monuments which remained of this prince 
in England are the Tower, Weftminfter-hall, 
and London-bridge, which he built. The moft 
laudable foreign enterprize which he undertook, 
was the fending ' of Edgar Atheling , three years 
before his death , into Scotland with a fmall 
army , to reftore prince Edgar the true heir of 
that kingdom , fon of Malcolm , and of Margaret, 
fiftcr of Edgar Atheling; and the enterprize proved 
fuccefsful. It was remarked in that age, that 
Richard, an elder brother of William's, periflied 
by an accident in the new foreft; Richard, bis 
ficphew , natural fon of duke Robert, loft his 
fife in the fame place, after the fame manner: 
And all men , upon the king's fate , exclaimed, 
that, as the Conqueror had been guilty of extreme 
violence , in expelling all the inhz^bitants of that 
hrge cliftridl, to make room for his game, the 
juft vengeance of heaven was fignalized, in the 
fame place , by the flaughter of his pofterity* 
William was killed in the thirteenth year of his 
reign, and about the fortfeth of his age. As he 
was never married , he left no legitimate iffue. 
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In the eleventh year of this reign , Magnus c h A 
king of Norway made a defccnt on the ifle of v. 
Anglefea; but was repulfed by Hugh > earl of *«oo. 
Shrewfbury. This is the laft attempt made by 
the northern nations upon England. That reftlefs 
people feem about this time to have learned the 
pradlice of tillage , which thenceforth kept them 
at home , and freed the other nations of Europe 
from the devaftadons fpread over them by thofe 
piratical invaders. This proved one great caufe 
of the fubfequent fettlement and improvement of 
the fouthern nations. 
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NOTES 

TO THE 

FIRST VOLUME. 

KOTE CA], p. IS- 

A HIS qucffion has b^cn difl)iitcd with as great zeat 
and even acrimony between the Scotch and Irifh antiqua- 
ries, as if the honour of their refpecftive countries were 
die moft deeply concerned in the decifion. We (half 
not enter into any detail on fo uninterefting a fubjedt; 
but (hall propofe our opinion in a few words It appears 
more than probable , from the fimiKtude of language and 
manners , that Britain either was originally peopled , or 
was fubdued, by the migration of inhabitants from GauK 
and Ireland from Britain: The pofition of the feveral 
countries , is an additional reafon. that favours this con- 
clufion. it appears alfo probable , that the migrat ons of 
that colony of Gauls or Celts , who peopled or fubdued 
Ireland', was originally made from the north -weft parts 
of Britain ; and this conjedhire ( if it do not merit a 
higher name) is founded both on the Irifli language, 
which is a very different dialedt fit)m the Wdfh and from 
the language anciently fpoken in South Britain, and on 
the vicinity of Lancaihtre, Cumberland, Galfoway and 
Argylefttire to that iftand. Thele events , as they pafTed 
long before the age of hiftory and records , muft be known 
by reafoning alone , which in this cafe feems to be pretty 
fatisfadtory : Csefar and Tacitus , not to mention a mul- 
titude of other Greek and Roman authors, were guided 
by like inferences. But befides thelb primitive fa^ , 
which lie in a very remote antiquity, it is a matter of 
pofitivc and undoubted teftimony , that the Roman province 
of Britain , during the time of the lower empire , was much 
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infefted by bands of robbers or pirates , whom the prd« 
vincial Britons called Scots or Scuits; a name which was 
probably ufei as a term of reproach , and whiclr thefe 
banditti themfelves did not acknowledge pr aflume. We 
may infer from two paffages in Claudian, and from one 
in Orofius and another in Ifidore', that the chief feat of 
thefe Scots was in Ireland. That fome part of the Irifli 
freebooters migrated back to the north -weft parts of 
Britain , whence their anceftors had probably been derived 
in a more remote age, is pofitively afferted by Bede, 
and implied in Gildas. 1 grant, that neither Bede nor 
Gildas are Caefars or Tacitufes ; but fuch as they are ^ 
they remain the folc teftimony on the fubjed, and there- 
fore muft be relied on for want of better : Happily, the 
frivoloufnefs of the queftion correfponds to the weakne& 
of the authorities* Not to mention , that , if any part of 
the traditional hiftory of a barbarous people can be relied 
on , it is the genealogy of nations , and even fomedmes 
that of families. It is in vain to argue againft thefe fa<fts 
from the fuppofed warlike difpofition of the Highlanders 
and unwarlike of the ancient Irifli. Thofe arguments are 
itill much weaker than the authorities. Nations change 
very quickly in thefe particulars. The Britons were 
unable to refift the Plds and Sc^, and invited over the 
Saxons for their defence , who repelled thofe invaders : 
Yet the fame Britons valiantly refifted for i^o years not 
only this vidorious band of Saxons , but infinite numbers 
more , who poured in upon them from all quarters. 
BobeVt Bruce in ij22 made a peace, in which England, 
after many defeats , was conftrained to acknowledge the 
independence of his country : Yet in no more diitant 
period than ten years after , Scotland was totally fubdued 
by a fm<^U handful of Englifh , led by a few private 
noblemen. All hiftory is full of fuch events. The Irilh 
Scots, in the courfe of two or three centuries, might find * 
time and opportunities fufficient to fettle in North Britain , 
though we can neither affign the period nor caufes of that 
revolution. Their barbarous manner of life rendered them ^ 
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much fitter than the Romans for fiibduing thefe mountain* 
eers. And in a word , it is clear , from the language of 
the two countries, that the Highlanders and the Irifh are 
the fame people , and that the one are a colony from the 
other. We have pofitive evidence , which , though from 
neutral perfons, is not perhaps the beft that may be 
wiflied for , that the former , in the third or fourth 
century , fprang from the latter : We have no evidence at 
all that the latter fprang from the former. 1 (hall add ^ 
that the name of Erfe or Irifti , given by the low - coimtry 
Scots to the language of the Scotch Highlanders, is a 
certain proof of the traditional opinion, delivered from 
father to fon , that the latter people came originally from 
Ireland. 

NOTE [B], p. n6. 

X HERE is a feeming contradiftion in ancient hiftorians 
with regard to fome circumftances in the ftory of Edwy 
arid Elgiva. It is agreed, that this prince had a violent 
palfion for his fecond or third couGn , Elgiva , whom he 
married, though within the degrees prohibited by the 
canons. It is alfo agreed , that he was dragged from a 
lady on the day of his coronation , and that the lady was 
afterwards treated with th© Angular barbarity above men- 
tioned. The only difference is , that Osborne and fome 
others call her his ftrumpet, not his wife, as (he is faid 
to be by Malmesbury. But this difference is eafily recon- 
ciled : For if Edwy married her contrary to the canons , 
the monks would be fure to deny her to be his wife , 
and would infift that fhe could be nothing but his 
ftrumpet : So that , on the whole , we may efteem this 
reprefentation of the matter as certain ; at leaft, as by 
far the moll probable. If Edwy had only kept a miftrefs , 
it is Well known , that there are methods of accommodation 
with the church, which would have prevented the clergy 
from proceeding to fuch extremities againft him : But his 
marriage , contrary to the canons , was an infult on their 
authority , and called for their higheft rcfentmcnt. 
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[ANY of the Englilh hiftorians piake Ec^ar's Ihips 
amount to an extravagant number, to jooo, or j6oo : 
See Hoveden, p. ,426. Flor. Wigom. p. 607. Abbas 
Rieval. p. ;6o. firompton, p. 869, fays that Edgar had 
4000 veflels. How can thefe accounts be reconciled to 
probability , and to the ftate of the navy in the time of 
Alfred? W. Thorne makes the whole number amount 
only to JOG, which is more probable. The fleet of 
Ethelred, Edgar's fon, muft have been fliort of looa 
fhips ; yet the Saxon Chronicle , p. i n- •» f^ys it was the 
grcateft navy that ever had been feen in England. 

NOTE [DD, p. 187. 

•Almost all the ancient hiftorians fpeak of this 
niailacre of the Danes as if it had been univerfal, and as if 
every individual of that nation throughout England had 
been put to death. But; the Danes were almoft the fole 
inhabitants in the kingdoms of Northumberland and Eaft 
Anglia , and were very numerous in Mercia. This repre- 
fcntation therefore of the matter is abfolutely impoffible. 
Great refiftance muft have been made, and violent wars 
enfued ; which was not the icafe. This account given by 
"Wallingford , though he ftands fingle , muft be admitted 
as the only true one. We are told , that the name 
Lurdane , lord Dane , for an idle lazy fellow , who lives 
at other people*s expence , came from the conduct of the 
Danes , who were put to death. But the Englilh princes 
had been intirely mafters for feveral generations ; and only 
fupported a military coi^^s of that nation. It feems pro- 
bable , therefore , that it vvlas thefe Danes only that wer« 
put to deatli. 

NOTE [E], p. ^^l. 

X HE ingenious author of the article Godwin , in the 
Biographia Britannica , has endeavoured to ckar the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I 
NOTES TO THE FIRST VOLUME. 41 « 

memory of that nobleman , upon the fuppofition , that all 
the Englifh annals had been falfified by the Norman 
hiftorians after the conqueft. But that this fuppofition has 
not much foundation, appears hence , that almoin all 
thefe hiftorians have given a very good charadter of his 
fon Harold , whom it was mifch more the intereft of the 
Norman caufe to blacken. 

NOTE [F], p, in. 

JL HE whole ftory of the tranfaftions between Edward, 
Harold , and the duke of Normandy , is told fo diflfei;ently 
by the ancient writers , that there arc few important 
paffages of the Englifh hiftory liable to fo great uncertainty. 
I have followed the account, which appeared to me the 
moft confiftent and probable. It docs not feem likely , 
that Edward ever executed a will in the duke's favour , 
much lefs that he got it ratified by the ftates of the 
kingdom , as is affirmed by fome. The will would have 
been known to all, and would have been produced by 
the Conqueror , to Vhom it gave fo plaufible , and really 
fo juft a title ; but the doubtful and ambiguous manner 
in which he feems always to have mentioned it , proves , 
that he could only plead the known intentions of that 
monarch in his favour , which he was defirous to call a 
will. There is indeed a charter of the Conqueror preferved 
by Dn Hickes, vol. i. where he calls himfelf rex hne- 
ditocrius^ meaning heir by will; but a prince, pofleffed 
of fo much power, and attended with fo much fuccefs, 
may employ what pretence he pleafes : It is fufficient to 
tefute his pretences to obferve, that there is a great 
difference and variation among hiftorians with regard to a 
point , which , had it been real , muft have been agreed 
upon by all of them. 

Again , fome hiftorians , particularly Malmesbury and 
Matthew of Wefhninfter , affirm that Harold had no in- 
tention of going over to Normandy , but that taking the 
air in a pleafure - boat on the coaft , he was driven ovec 
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by ftrcfs of weather to the territories of Guy, count of 
Ponthieu: But befides that this ftory is not probable in 
itfelf , and is contradided by moft of the ancient hiftorians , 
it is contradicted by a very curious and authentic monument 
lately difcovered. It is a tapeftry , preferved in the ducal 
palace of Rouen , and fuppofed to have been wrought by 
orders of Matilda , wife to the Conqueror : At leail it is of 
very great antiquity. Harold is there reprefented as taking 
his departure from king Edward in execution of feme 
commiiBon, and mounting his vefTel with a great train. 
The defign of redeeming his brother and nephew , who 
were hoftages is the moft likely caufe that can be afligned; 
and is accordingly mentioned by Eadmer , Hoveden y 
Brompton , and Simeon of Durham. For a &rther account 
of this piece of tapeftry , f(?e Hiftoire de T Academic de 
l^itterature , tom. ix. page $}s. 

NOTE [G], p. 264, 

J.T appears from the ancient tranflations of the Saxon 
annals and laws , and from king Alfred's tranilation of 
Bede , as well as from all the ancient hiftorians , that 
I corner in Latin , alderman in Saxon , and ear! in Dano- 
Saxon were quite fynonimous. There is only a claufe in 
a law of king Athelftan's , ( fee Spellm. Cone p. 406. ) 
which has ftumbled fome antiquaries , and has made them 
imagine that an earl was fuperior to an alderman. The 
weregild or the price of an earl's blood is there fixed at 
I $000 tbrimfas, equal to that of an archbifhop; whereas 
that of a bifhop and alderman is only 8000 thrimfas. 
To folve this difficulty we muft have recourfe to Selden's 
conjecture, (fee his Titles of Honour, chap. v. p ^o|, 
604. ) that the term of earl was in the age of Athelftan 
juft beginning to be in ufe in England , and flood at that 
ti^ne for the adieling or prince of the blood , heir to the 
crown. This he confirms by a law of Canute, § S5» 
where an atheling and an archbifhop are put upon the 
(ame footing. In another law of the fame Athelilaa the 
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weregild of the prince or athcling is faid to be i^ooo 
thrimfas. See X'C'ilkins, p. "i. He is therefore the fame 
who is called earl in the former law. 



T, 



NOTE [H], p. jji- 



HERE is a paper or record of the family of Sharnc- 
borne , which pretends , that that family , which was 
Saxon , was rcftored upon proving their innocence , as 
well as other Saxon families , which were in the fame 
fituation. Though this paper was able to impofe on fuch 
great antiquaries as Spellman ( fee GlofT. in verbo Drtnges ) 
and Dugdale , (f«?e Baron, vol. i. p. 118. ) it is proved bjf 
Dr. Brady ( fee Anfw. to Petyt , p. 1 1 , 12. ) to have been 
a forgery ; and is allowed as fuch by Tyrrel , though a 
pertinacious defender of his party - notions ( fee his hift. 
Tol. ii. introd. p. ^i. 7^) Ingulf, p. 70. tells ue , that 
very early , Hereward , though abfent during the time of 
the conqueft , was turned out of all his eftate , and could 
not obtain redrefs. William even plundered the monafteries. 
Flor, Wigom. p. 6 J 6. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, 
J). 48. M. Paris, p. 5. Sim, Dun. p. 200, Diceto, p. 482. 
Brompton, p. 967. Knyghton , p. 2544. Alur. Beverl. 
p. 190. We are told by Ingulf, that Ivo de Taillebois 
plundered the monaftery of Croyland of a great part of its 
land , and no redrefs could be obtained. 

•note [1], p. jj^. 

X HE obliging of all the inhabitants to put out their 
fires and lights at certain hours , upon the founding of a 
bell , called the courfeu , is reprefented by Polydore 
Virgil , lib. 9. as a mark of the fervitude of the Englifh. 
But this was a law of police, which William had pre* 
vioufly eftablifhcd in Normandy, See du Moulin , hift. de 
Normandie, p. 160. The fame law had place in Scotland. 
LL. Burgor. cap. 86. 
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HAT thefe laws were of Edward the Confcflbr, 
which the Englifh , every reign during a century and a 
half, defire fo paflionately to have reftored, is much 
difputed by antiquaries , and our ignorance of them feems 
one of the greateft defedts in the ancient Englifli hiftory. 
The coUedtion of laws in Wilkins , which pafs under the 
name of Edward , are plainly a pofterior and an ignorant 
compilation Thofe to be found in Ingulf are genuine; but 
fo imperfcdt , and contain fo few claufes favourable to the 
fubjedl, that we fee no great reafon for their contending 
for them fo vehemently. It is probable , that die Englifli 
meant the common larw , as it prevailed during the reign 
of Edward; which we may conjedure to have been more 
indulgent to liberty than the Norman inftitutions. The 
moft material articles of it were afterwards comprehended 
in Magna Charta. 

NOTE [L], p. i^2. ' 

Ingulf, p. 70. h. Hunt p- no* 172. m. wed. 

p. 245. GuL Neub. p. ^7. Mured. BeverL p. 124. Dc 
gelt Angl. p. H)* ^* Paris, p. 4. Sim. Dun. p. 206. 
Btompton, p. 962. 980. 1 16 1. Gervafe Tilb. lib. i. 
cap. 1 6. Textus Roflenfis apud Seld. Spicileg. ad Eadm. 
^. 197. Gul. Pi(ft. p. 2o6, Ordericus Vitalis , p. S2i. 
666, 8^?. Epift. St. Thom. p. 801. GuL Malmef. p. ^2. 
57. Knyghton , p. 2JS4« Eadmcr , p. no. Thorn. 
Kudbornc in Ang. Sacra, vol. i. p. 248. Monach. Roff. 
in Ang. Sacra, vol. ii. p. 276. Girald. Camb. in cadem, 
vol ii. t>. 419. Hift. Elyenfis, p. 916. The words of 
this kft hiftorian , who is very ancient , are remarkable , 
and worth tranfcribing. Rex itaque faSus Willi flmtts^ 
quid in principes Anghrum , qrd tanta cladi fupereffe 
foterant , fmrit , dicttt , cum nihil prqfit , omitio* 
Quid enim prodejfet , Ji nee unum in toto regno de illtf 
dicerem jrijlin^ poteftate uti perntijfum ^ fed ^mne^ mtt 
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in gravem pOMpe^tatis Mtumnam detrufos ^ out e:*ha^ 
redatoT^ patria puifos j out effojjis oculh ^ vel ceteris 
amputafis membris , opprobrium bominum fa&os , aut 
certe miferrime affiiilos , vith privatps. Simili modo 
utilitate carer e exijiimo dicer e quid in minorem popuiiim ^ 
non folum ab eo , fed a fuis aHum fit , cum id diQn 
fciamus difficile , et ob immanem crudelitatem fortajps 
incredibile. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 
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